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Bright start The Notting Hill Carnival began yesterday with the children’s parade. Two million people are expected to attend the event over the bank holiday weekend 


Electronic tagging plan 
to stop migrants fleeing 


Home Office acts over fear that UK will run out of space to detain illegal arrivals 


Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor 
Steven Swinford Political Editor 
Geraldine Scott Political Reporter 


Illegal migrants may be fitted with GPS 
tags on arrival to prevent them 
absconding under Home Office plans 
to deal with a lack of detention spaces. 

The government has anew legal duty 
to detain and remove migrants who 
come to the UK illegally. However, the 
immigration detention estate can hold 
only 2,500 people. Officials have been 
asked to find alternative ways of ensur- 
ing that thousands of migrants who 


arrive in the UK illegally but cannot be 
detained do not abscond. 

The asylum backlog has hit a record 
high, with more than 175,000 migrants 
waiting for a decision, at a cost to tax- 
payers of nearly £4 billion a year. This 
figure has risen by 44 per cent, from 
122,213 in the year ending June 2022 to 
175,457 in the year ending this June, 
despite efforts to reduce the backlog. 

The surge has been driven by cross- 
Channel migrants lodging applications 
on arrival inthe UK. The governmentis 
spending £3.97 billion housing and 
supporting asylum seekers, including 


£6 million a day to house 51,000 people 
in hotels. 

The number of migrants crossing the 
Channel — nearly 19,000 so far this 
year — has fuelled concern in the Con- 
servative Party that Rishi Sunak will 
fail in his pledge to “stop the boats”. 

The Illegal Migration Act, which got 
royal assent last month, created a duty 
on the home secretary to detain illegal 
migrants on arrival, pending their 
removal. The government plans to 
enact the duty once it can send people 
to another country, such as Rwanda. 

Home Office officials have been 


asked for a "deep dive" into alternatives 
to detention, given the limited capacity. 
One of the leading options under 
consideration is fitting all arrivals with 
electronic tags. 

Officials have warned, however, that 
this would involve huge costs, and there 
are concerns there would not be 
enough tags. 

Under plans to expand electronic 
tagging in the criminal justice system, 
the government hopes to almost 
double the number of defendants and 
offenders tagged at any one time, to 
Continued on page 2 
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Best pupils 
‘do better 
by avoiding 
grammars’ 


Nicola Woolcock Education Editor 


Bright pupils are more likely to get 
top GCSE grades at comprehensive 
schools than grammars, research has 
found. 

Sending a child to a selective state 
school confers no benefit if they are 
high-achieving at age Il and may even 
put them at a disadvantage, according 
to a study that analysed almost half a 
million pupils across comprehensives 
and grammars, including in areas 
where parents could choose. 

The research found that the highest 
achievers at age 11 were less likely to 
achieve five high GCSE grades if they 
went to a grammar than if they went to 
a comprehensive once other factors 
were taken into account. 

The findings challenge the belief that 
academic children do better at selective 
schools, but were contested by the 
Grammar School Heads Association. 

The study, published in the peer- 
reviewed journal Educational Review, 
found little difference in GCSE pass 
rates between areas with grammar 
schools and those that are non-select- 
ive. Dr Binwei Lu, of the Evidence 
Centre for Education at Durham 
University, the lead author of the study, 
said that it showed “no evidence of a 
superior academic effect of selective 
systems on pupils’ academic outcomes”. 

She added: “While the general results 
for the effects of the two systems reveal 
neither system to be superior, an 
internal pattern implies negative 
results from the selective system from 
which both high-performing and 
low-performing pupils may suffer.” 

The study concluded that expanding 
the number of grammar schools in 
England — there are 163 at present — 
would be expensive and unwise, given 
the lack of evidence that doing so would 
raise standards. 

The academics looked at data on 
almost 500,000 pupils who attended 
state schools in England and took 
GCSEs in 2016, before the grading 
system was changed to use numbers. It 
analysed their test scores at age ll, as 
well as their social backgrounds, ethni- 
cities, special educational needs, 
genders and their birth months. 

The researchers used analysis 
Continued on page 2 
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Heart disease threat 


The UK faces a "tidal wave" 
of heart disease because of its 
dependence on mass- 
produced food that causes 
harm similar to smoking, 
research has shown. Page 4 


All crime investigated 


Police forces will no longer be 
able to abandon investigations 
when there is clear evidence 
such as CCTV footage, 
witness evidence or forensic 
opportunities. Page 11 


Trump mugshot pays 
Donald Trumps campaign for 
the presidency has raised at 
least $7 million since he was 
booked at an Atlanta jail as his 
officials turned his mugshot 
into a lucrative earner. Page 24 


ignored. Page 29 


Supplier rule ignored 


Rules designed to force large 
companies to reveal how long 
they take to pay suppliers have 
failed to improve payment 
practices and are being widely 
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Syrians in new 
mass protest 


Desperate Syrians rose 
in mass protest against 
President Assad's 
regime for the first 
time in years after fuel 
prices doubled, the 
currency hit a new low 
and food began to run 


Labour rules 
out wealth tax 


Labour has ruled out a 
wealth tax if it wins 
the next election. 
Rachel Reeves, the 
shadow chancellor, 
made the pledge in a 
package to appeal to 
businesses and wealthy 


LOVE MATCH 
The Alcaraz rivalry 
breathes new life 
into Djokovic 
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ME AND MAYBOT 
The making 
(and breaking) of 
Theresa May 
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£90m bid for 
collapsed Wilko 
A private equity firm 
made a £90 million bid 
for Wilko, promising 
to guarantee jobs for 
its 12,500 workers 

over two years, as 
administrators seek a 
buyer for the collapsed 
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THE WEATHER 


Bright intervals and a few showers 
in the west, mostly dry and sunny 
elsewhere. Full forecast, page 43 
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Khan denies plan for London 
pay-per-mile road fee scheme 


Andrew Ellson, Geraldine Scott 


Sadiq Khan has been criticised for 
claiming that pay-per-mile road charg- 
ing is “not on his agenda” despite it 
appearing in his transport strategy as a 
proposal for consideration. 

The mayor of London described as 
“nonsense” claims that the Labour 
Party has secret plans to charge motor- 
ists for every journey following the 
extension of the ultra-low emission 
zone (Ulez) tomorrow. He tweeted: “Let 
me be crystal clear — a pay-per-mile 
scheme is not on the table and not on 
my agenda.” 

However, the Mayor's Transport 
Strategy, published in 2018, states that 
just such a scheme is being considered. 

Proposal 21 of the document says: 
“The mayor, through Transport for 
London (TfL), will investigate pro- 
posals for the next generation of road 
user charging systems. These could 
replace schemes such as the ultra-low 
emission zone.” 

It added: “The mayor will consider 
the appropriate technology for any 
future schemes, and the potential for a 
future scheme that reflects distance, 
time, emissions, road danger and other 


factors in an integrated way.” In addi- 
tion, a TfL document called “Next steps 
for reducing emissions from road trans- 
port”, from January last year, states that 
pay-per-mile charging is one of “four 
broad potential approaches”. 

It describes the possibility of an 
“entirely new and simple London-wide 
charging mechanism” that would be 
“based on distance (eg kilometres or 
miles) travelled.” 

TfL has already recruited “signifi- 
cant” numbers of software engineers 
and other technical specialists to exam- 
ine this option, although they will also 
be working to replace outside contrac- 
tors used to run the existing Ulez 
scheme. 

Khan has previously stated that road 
charging was a possibility later this 
decade. Last year, during a London 
Assembly question time, Caroline 
Pidgeon, a Liberal Democrat and dep- 
uty chairwoman of the London Assem- 
bly’s transport committee, asked the 
mayor whether now was a good time to 
consider “a smart road-pricing system” 
given the dire state of TfL5 finances. 

Khan responded: “The soonest we 
could bring in revenues, assuming all 
the other hurdles were overcome in 


relation to the technology, the scale, the 
cost and so forth, would be around 
2025-26.” 

This is the year before the mayor's 
office expects the expanded Ulez to 
stop making a profit. From tomorrow, 
every vehicle that does not meet the 
emissions standard will be charged 
£12.50 a day to drive within the zone in 
London, generating up to £300 million 
over the next year, but the number of 
non-compliant vehicles is expected to 
fall over time, meaning profits are pro- 
jected to fall to zero by 2027. 

Neil Garratt, the Conservative 
assembly member for Croydon & Sut- 
ton, said: “The mayor claims he has no 
plans on the table to charge all vehicles 
per mile, but he certainly has such plans 
under the table, or in a drawer, or 
tucked in his back pocket.” 

A spokesman for the mayor's office 
said: “It’s completely normal for all 
sorts of policies to be considered by 
government departments, TfL and 
other bodies. TfL plan for different sce- 
narios including future mayoralties 
and government requests.” 

Anneliese Dodds, the Labour chair- 
woman, said a pay-per-mile scheme 
had “never been Labour' policy”. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Tags to track migrants 


25,000, by March 2025. Tagging 
migrants as well would add thousands 
or tens of thousands more people to the 
system. Last year David Neal, the inde- 
pendent chief inspector of borders and 
immigration, said: “There will be fewer 
devices available than the number of 
individuals subject to the duty.” 

Another option is making support, 
such as accommodation or financial 
allowances, contingent on reporting 
regularly to the Home Office. 

However, either option would 
present big legal challenges. 
Withdrawing support would risk 
breaching the Home Office's legal duty 
to prevent migrants from becoming 
destitute. Officials have also warned 
that electronic tags would attract 
human rights challenges on the ground 
that it would deprive migrants of their 
liberty. 

A Home Office source said: "There is 
no reason for them not to abscond so 
we have been tasked with a ‘deep dive’ 
into how wecan incentivisethem notto 
disappear.” 

A second Home Office source said 
the primary solution was to increase 
the number of detention places but 
confirmed that the two other options 
had been mooted. “Tagging has always 
been something that the Home Office 
has been keen on and is the preferred 
option to withdrawing financial 


support, which would be legally 
difficult as migrants would be at risk of 
being left destitute,” they said. 

Enver Solomon, chief executive of 
the Refugee Council, said: "Its treating 
people as objects rather than vulner- 
able men, women and children in 
search of safety, who should be treated 
with compassion and humanity.” 

The Times can also report that plans 
to expand the estate by reopening 
immigration detention centres at 
Haslar, Hampshire, and Campsfield, 
Oxfordshire, have been delayed again 
and will provide capacity for only 290 
people by next July. 

Johnny Mercer, the veterans minis- 
ter, said he took a "dim view" of 
migrants crossing the Channel, includ- 
ing those from Afghanistan, the most 
common nationality arriving by boat in 
the first half of this year. 

Charities have said that the 
resettlement scheme for Afghan 
citizens and the Afghan relocations and 
assistance policy (Arap), set up after the 
Taliban seized Kabul in August 2021, 
were too slow. 

However, Mercer told GB News 
yesterday: “I have a very dim view, I’m 
afraid, of those who have undertaken 
that journey. It’s incredibly dangerous, 
there is no requirement to leave France, 
you can apply for the Arap scheme ... 
from a third country. There is no 
requirement for these individuals to 
cross the Channel on small boats.” 

Do something to halt migrants, page 27 


Labour gets 
tough on NHS 
misconduct 


Geraldine Scott Political Reporter 


Senior NHS managers found to have 
committed serious misconduct would 
be struck off under Labour. 

Wes Streeting, the shadow health 
secretary, said the “appalling murders” 
committed by Lucy Letby had cement- 
ed the case for regulation of health ser- 
vice leaders, as he pledged: “Labour will 
introduce this in office and make sure 
those found guilty of serious miscon- 
duct are disbarred.” 

Calls for managers to be regulated in 
a similar manner to doctors and nurses 
have been growing since Letby was 
handed a whole-life order for the 
murder of seven babies and the at- 
tempted murder of six more. 

Bosses at the Countess of Chester 
Hospital, in Cheshire, where Letby 
worked on the neonatal unit, have been 
accused of ignoring the concerns of 
whistleblowers. 

Amanda Pritchard, chief executive of 
NHS England, is set to call an urgent 
meeting this week to consider whether 
formal regulation is appropriate. But 
the decision lies with the government. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Comprehensives do better 


models that looked at results in the 36 
local authorities with selective schools 
and the 116 with only comprehensives 
schools, as well as areas that had both 
kinds. 

They found that grammar school 
pupils were about 90 per cent as likely 
as those in non-selective areas to 
achieve five A or A* grades at GCSE. 
This remained the case when the 
sample was restricted to those who had 
had high scores at age 11, and for those 
who attended non-selective schools in 
selective areas. 

The research also looked at how 
selective and non-selective areas fared 
in getting pupils five GCSEs at grades 
A*-C (now grades 9-4), and found no 


difference between selective and 
non-selective areas. Although there 
was a slight positive effect for those 
attending grammar schools, there was 
an equivalent negative effect for pupils 
in non-selective schools in those areas. 

The researchers concluded that, 
contrary to popular belief, selection 
was detrimental to high performers. 
They suggested that this could be 
because of the “big fish little pond 
effect” and that pupils in selective 
schools may be demotivated by seeing 
themselves as less able in comparison 
to their classmates. 

The stress of a competitive system 
may also have a negative effect on 
performance, the academics added, or 
there may be wider issues that the 
research could not identify — for 
example, that high performance in 


London may pull up the average for 
non-selective systems. 

The paper warned that pupils who do 
not get into grammar school may suffer 
from a lack of role models, a sense of 
failure and a higher concentration of 
disadvantaged pupils in their schools. 

Expansion of grammar schools and 
the selective system was unlikely to 
raise national academic standards, the 
authors said, but recommended further 
studies to assess regional impact. 

Mark Fenton, chief executive of the 
Grammar School Heads Association, 
said the findings could be the result of a 
“statistical quirk”, adding: “It certainly 
feels counterintuitive, and it is odd that 
the study classifies London as a non- 
selective area even though over 10 per 
cent of the country’s grammar schools 
are located in the capital.” 
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We must not 
shy away from 
difficult art, 
insists curator 


oe Pewee a! 


An exhibition of Philip 
Guston, who drew 
comic-style Ku Klux 
Klan figures, is to open, 
writes Mario Ledwith 


As a committed anti-racist and child of 
a Jewish immigrant family who fled 
Russia, Philip Guston was not the most 
obvious fall guy when calls for racial 
justice swept the world following the 
murder of George Floyd in 2020. 

Yet as the Black Lives Matter 
protests unfolded, bosses at Tate 
Modern determined that a long- 
awaited retrospective of the Canadian- 
American artist’s career was too incen- 
diary to be shown. 

Now, more than two years after the 
exhibition featuring his cartoon-like 
images of Ku Klux Klan figures was 
originally due to open, the public will 
finally be able to make up their 
own minds. 

For Mark Godfrey, the curator who 
spent years planning the original 
exhibition only to leave his job after 
criticising museum chiefs over the 
postponement, the opening could not 
be more vital. 

Amid debate in the art world about 
how Guston’s work ought to be 
contextualised, Godfrey said 
that it was right to provide 
viewers with a short “trigger 
warning” about the provoca- 
tive work, and space for them 
to reflect. “What I don't 
believe in is not exhibiting 
difficult work,” he 
told The Times. 

Godfrey was 
suspended in 
2020 hours 
after he 
publicly 
criticised 


The artist 
Philip 
Guston 


Life-saving surgery forces singer to cancel string 


Peter Chappell 


The Florence * The Machine singer 
Florence Welch has revealed that she 
has had life-saving surgery days after 
cancelling a series of gigs. 

She said she was "not yet strong 
enough” to speak about the ordeal and 
has apologised to fans missing the gigs. 

Welch, 37, added that she was still 
hoping to perform her fifth album, 
Dance Fever, in Portugal next month. 

In her most recent post on her per- 
sonal Instagram page after the surgery, 
Welch said she was "so sorry I had to 
cancel the last couple of shows". She 
added: “My feet are fine, I had to have 


the Tate’s decision to postpone the 
Philip Guston Now exhibition. 

The postponement was a decision 
taken by Tate Modern alongside three 
US museums, Washington DC's 
National Gallery of Art and 
the Museums of Fine Arts 
in Houston and Boston, 
andhinged on the need 
to display Gustons 
KKK paintings 
sensitively. 

Writing on Insta- 
gram at the time, 
Godfrey said: "By 
cancelling or 
delaying, a message is 
sent out that the 
institutions ‘get’ 
Guston's Klan paintings, 
but do not trust their 
audiences.” 

He suggested that the approach 
was “extremely patronising to viewers”, 
a view shared by other artists and critics 
who said that museums could not “hide 
away” from potentially controversial 
work. Godfrey, a former senior curator 
of international art, left Tate Modern 
for good in March 2021. 

The artists daughter, Musa Mayer, 
said atthe time that her father's images 
needed to be seen “in all their 
complexity, without reductive charac- 
terisations”. 

Robert Storr, who wrote a biography 
of Guston, called the collective 

decision “an abject failure of 

imagination and nerve”. 

Guston, who died in 1980 and 
was regarded as one of the most 
influential and provocative Amer- 

ican artists of the 20th century, 
first painted members of 
the white supremacist 
group in 1930. 

He returned to 
the subject in 
1968 after 
seeing 

US 
police 
attack- 
ing anti- 
war dem- 


Guston mocked 

the KKK in Riding 
Around (1969). Work 
on display includes 
Bombardment 
(1937), left; and 
Painting, Smoking, 
Eating (1973), right 


onstrators at the Democratic Conven- 
tion in Chicago. His images lampoon 
members of the Klan as pathetic idiots; 
they are portrayed whipping them- 
selves, arguing, driving and smoking. 

Gustons KKK images have been 
shared more than ever following the 
controversy over the postponement of 
the exhibition. 

In a letter to The Times, Frances 
Morris, former director of Tate 
Modern, and Maria Balshaw, overall 
director of the Tate museums, denied 
that they were self-censoring and said 
that the move had been triggered by the 
US museums amid a “volatile climate” 
over race equality. 

They said that it was not financially 
or logistically possible to go ahead with 
the exhibition alone, and that the 
gallery had a duty to support its partner 
organisations. 

It remains to be seen how Tate 


Mark Godfrey 
| criticised the Tate 
for postponing 
¿ the exhibition 


Modern will frame the images when its 
exhibition, which was originally due to 
start in February 2021, opens at the 
start of October. 

During the exhibition’s recent spell at 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
viewers were offered an “emotional 
preparedness” statement from a trau- 
ma specialist. 

For Godfrey, who ran Tate Modern's 
hit Soul of a Nation: Art in the Age of 
Black Power and is now a director of a 
curatorial training initiative, the need 
to warn viewers over Guston’s use of 
KKK and Holocaust imagery should 


THE ESTATE OF PHILIP GUSTON 


not go asfar as pre-empting a traumatic 
response. 

“One of the ways of responding to 
horror is to laugh in the face of it,” he 
said. "If you're told that you're going to 
be traumatised by something, it is 
difficult to know how you then might 
share the artists strategy of turning 
something difficult into a joke.” 

Godfrey said that Guston’s later KKK 
imagery should be usefully contextual- 
ised for viewers, as had been planned at 
the original exhibition. 

He said this could include showing 
why the artist turned to the subject by 
displaying videos of police brutality 
that reminded him of the rise of fascism 
he had witnessed in the 1930s, as well as 
providing background about the KKK 
at the time. 

Despite his extensive knowledge of 
Gustons work, Godfrey said he had 
been "stopped in his tracks" by certain 
paintings while attending the exhibi- 
tion at the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington. 

“Tm totally delighted that Guston’s 
work will be shown in public in 
London,” he said. "That's all I wanted 
and I’m glad that will happen. 

“Tmalso looking forward to people in 
London being able to look at the work 
in the flesh. Since the events of 2020, 
these images have been circulating 
online more than ever before. So many 
were published and people saw them on 
screens. But for people to have the 
chance to see Guston’s brushwork, to 
get a sense of what the colours really 
look like, how big they are, their scale — 
that’s super exciting. I think that’s really 
a great opportunity.” 


surgery for reasons I don't really feel 
strong enough to go into yet, but it 
saved my life. And I will be back to close 
out the Dance Fever tour in Portugal 
and Malaga (maybe not jumping so 
much but you can do this for me)" 

Welch added cryptically that she 
wished her songs “were not so accurate 
intheir predictions", adding: "But crea- 
tivity is a way of coping, mythology a 
way of making sense. And the dark 
fairytale of Dance Fever, with all its 
strange prophecies, will provide me 
with much needed strength and cathar- 
sis right now.” 

Six days earlier she had cancelled ap- 
pearances at Zurich Openair festival 


EN j 


Florence Welch broke an ankle last year 


and Rock en Seine. A statement said: 
"Sadly, on medical advice, Florence * 
The Machine will not be able to per- 
form at Zurich Openair Festival on 
August 25 and Rock En Seine on 
August 26. We appreciate your under- 
standing and patience.” 

The singer, who shot to fame with her 
2009 album Lungs, broke an ankle in 
November while performing at the O2 
Arena in London, which resulted in a 
hospital stay and her having to cancel 
performances. 

She apologised to fans in a post in 
which she said she was “heartbroken” 
after realising that she had been “danc- 
ing on a broken foot” throughout the 


of concerts 


show. At the time, Welch said: “It is not 
in my nature to postpone a show, and 
certainly not a UK tour, but I’m in pain 
and as dancers know, dancing on an 
injury is not a good idea. And have been 
told not to perform to avoid further 
damage. 

“Please hang on to your tickets. We 
are working our hardest to reschedule 
these dates for next year and we will let 
you know as soon as possible. 

"I'm heartbroken as the Dance Fever 
tour has been my favourite show we 
have ever put on. The communion with 
you. Your beautiful faces shining.” 

Dance Fever is Florence + The Ma- 
chine’s fourth No 1 album in the UK. 
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Cruise ship collision 


The P&O cruise liner Britannia 
broke free from its moorings and 
collided with a cargo ship during 
a storm in Mallorca yesterday. A 
“small number” of people with 
“minor injuries” were being cared 
for, P&O said. Gavin McCoy, who 
was on board, told the BBC: 

“A storm ripped us away from our 
dockside moorings, breaking 
tethering lines, water hoses, and 
causing the walkway to fall into 
the sea.” The cruise is due back in 
Southampton on September 1. 


Alert over ultra-processed foods 


Eleanor Hayward 
Health Correspondent, Amsterdam 


Britain faces a “tidal wave” of heart dis- 
ease because of a dependence on ultra- 
processed food, which is causing harm 
similar to smoking, research shows. 

Two landmark studies have revealed 
that ultra-processed food significantly 
increases the risk of high blood pres- 
sure, heart attacks and strokes. Even 
“healthy” processed options, such as 
protein bars, breakfast cereals, low-fat 
yoghurts and supermarket sliced bread 
were linked to worse heart health. 

Campaigners said the findings, pre- 
sented at the European Society of Car- 
diology congress in Amsterdam, must 
act as a “wake-up call” for the govern- 
ment. Experts are calling for ultra- 
processed food to be treated like tobac- 
co, and say that regulations must be in 
place to restrict advertising and stop 
companies “selling foods that are kill- 
ing us”. 

More than half of the typical British 
daily diet is made up of ultra-processed 
food, more than any other country in 
Europe. The products, made using a 
series of industrial processes, include 
breakfast cereals, ready meals, frozen 
pizzas, sweets and biscuits. 

A study presented at the conference 
pooled data from 325,000 people, who 
were divided into four groups depend- 
ing on how much of their daily food 
intake was ultra-processed. 

Those with the highest consumption 
were 24 per cent more likely to develop 
heart disease or suffer a stroke or heart 
attack. Every 10 per cent increase in the 
proportion of ultra-processed food in a 
persons diet was associated with a 6 per 
cent increase in heart disease risk, 
according to the study by the Fourth 
Military Medical University in China. 

In aseparate study, researchers at the 
University of Sydney followed 10,000 


middle-aged women in Australia for 
15 years. Those who ate the most ultra- 
processed food were 39 per cent more 
likely to develop high blood pressure, 
significantly increasing the risk of heart 
attacks and strokes. 

This was the case even after scientists 
adjusted for the impact of salt, sugar, fat 
and other nutrients, suggesting that the 
physical act of processing the food was 
harmful. 

Anushriya Pant, the author of the 
study, said: “Ultra-processed foods tend 


to be lower in fibre, high in salt and 
sugars, and all these factors are known 
to be anti-cardioprotective. The more 
you process food, the fewer nutrients 
you retain.” 

The findings add to a growing body of 
evidence linking ultra-processed food 
to heart disease, heart attacks, strokes, 
cancer, depression and diabetes. 

Henry Dimbleby, the former govern- 
ment food adviser, said: “This is one of 
the first studies to suggest the harm 
caused by ultra-processed food may be 
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more than just because of the high fat, 
sugar and salt content of the products. 
Given that ultra-processed food repre- 
sents 55 per of our diet that should be a 
wake-up call. Food companies should 
not be selling people foods that are 
actively killing them.” 

Dimbleby said the nation’s poor diet 
was storing up health problems in 
younger generations and contributing 
to a record 2.6 million people being off 
work with long-term sickness. 

He said: “If we do nothing, a tidal 
wave of harm is going to hit the NHS. 
People are out of work as a result of 
diet-related illness. We will end up with 
a sick and impoverished country.” 

Dr Chris van Tulleken, a scientist at 
University College London who has 
written a book on the topic, said: 
“Importantly the studies showing these 
harmful effects make adjustments for 
fat, salt and sugar. This indicates that, 
whilst the salt, fat and sugar content of 
ultra-processed foods is one way they 
harm the body, the ultra-processing 
itself is the main problem. 

“There is now significant evidence 
that these products inflame the gut, dis- 
rupt appetite regulation, alter hormone 
levels and cause myriad other effects 
which likely increase the risk of cardio- 
vascular and other disease, much in the 
same way that smoking does.” 

Van Tulleken said the government 
must “urgently” issue guidelines advis- 
ing the public to reduce their consump- 
tion of ultra-processed food, following 
the example of nations such as Brazil, 
Canada and France. 

He said: “We need warning labels on 
packets. We need to stop all marketing 
of ultra-processed foods, especially the 
use of cartoon characters to market 
these products to children.” 

Two thirds of British adults are obese 
or overweight. The government has 
delayed a series of anti-obesity policies, 


What is ultra-processed? 


-— 


Mass- 
produced 
sliced 
bread 


Low-fat or 
sweetened 
yoghurts 


Breakfast cereals 
Doughnuts and biscuits 
Protein bars and cereal bars 


Chicken nuggets and 
processed meat 


A 


Instant soups and 
noodles 


Fizzy drinks, including 
diet versions 


Margarines and spreads 


including a ban on junk food advertis- 
ing before 9pm. 

Katharine Jenner, director of the 
Obesity Health Alliance, said regula- 
tions should ban companies from 
marketing ultra-processed foods as 
"healthy". She said: "If you're trying to 
buy healthy food, health claims on 
packaging and in adverts tell you noth- 
ing about how ‘healthy’ the product 
really is. They areatacticto distract you 
from reading the label thoroughly. 

"Obesity costs the NHS around 
£6.5 billion a year and is the second big- 
gest cause of cancer, yet the govern- 
ment has consistently delayed meas- 
ures that would take the pressure off, 
such as restricting advertising and 
multibuys on unhealthy food. We must 
redesign the food system to put health 
first.” 

Laughter is good for the heart, page 17 
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Football chief can kiss career goodbye 


DIEGO SOUTO/QUALITY SPORT IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES 


Isambard Wilkinson Madrid 


The disgraced sports executive Luis 
Rubiales “cannot run Spanish football 
again’, a government minister has 
declared as even his allies have aban- 
doned him after his forced kiss of a 
female player. 

Over the weekend sponsors of the 
Spanish women’s team distanced them- 
selves from Rubiales as the scandal 
deepened. 

Iberdrola, one of Europes biggest 
energy companies and the team’s main 
sponsor, said any attitude that “deviates 
or goes against” the defence of equal 
rights and the dignity of women “has no 
place in the world of sport or 
in society”. 

Maria Jesús Montero, an acting min- 
ister, pledged yesterday that the gov- 
ernment would work to ensure that the 
suspended football federation presi- 
dent did not return to his job. 

Rubiales has faced a week of con- 
demnation after he grabbed the victori- 
ous Spanish player Jennifer Hermoso 
and kissed her on the lips during the 
World Cup final medal ceremony. He 
has defied expectations that he would 
resign over the incident. 

“Rubiales cannot run Spanish foot- 
ball again,” Montero said, a day after 
Fifa provisionally suspended him for 90 
days. “The government will work so 
that Rubiales does not lead Spanish 
football again.” 

The government, which has said it 
wants the controversy to be Spain's 
“HMeToo moment”, cannot sack 
Rubiales but has strongly denounced 
his actions and had said it was seeking 
to get him suspended using a legal pro- 
cedure before a sport tribunal. 

Spain's football federation has an- 
nounced that it will meet urgently 
again today “to evaluate the situation in 
which the federation finds itself”. 

The minister's statement came after 
allies of Rubiales, 46, criticised his be- 
haviour and protests were held against 
him, while support for Hermoso re- 
ceived a further boost with players and 
national media rallying to her. 

Jorge Vilda, Spains womens coach, 
and Luis de la Fuente, the mens 
national team manager, were among 
those who heartily applauded Rubiales 
at an emergency federation meeting 
on Friday when he refused to resign, 
called the kiss “consensual” and “a little 
peck”, and described demands for him 
to step down as a “witch-hunt” led by 
"false feminists" intent on his "social 
assassination". 

After his suspension they both con- 
demned him. “I deeply regret that the 
victory of Spanish womens football has 
been harmed by the inappropriate be- 
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haviour that our until-now president, 
Luis Rubiales, has carried out and that 
he himself has acknowledged,” Vilda 
said. 

Dela Fuente issued a statement con- 
demning “the actions of Luis Rubiales 
that did not respect the minimum pro- 


— 


tocol for such [World Cup] celebrations 
and are not constructive nor appropri- 
ate for someone representing all of 
Spanish football”. 

The pair have not called for Rubiales 
to resign but the apparent change 
of heart came after 81 players, including 


Jennifer Hermoso 
waves to 
supporters, top 
left; AC Milan 
players wear 
Hermoso 
armbands, top; 
players in Texas 
back her, 
above; the 
incident; 
left, Loic 
Badé of 
Sevilla’s 
T-shirt, 
right 


HSeAcabó f «€ 


the entire World Cup-winning squad, 
went on strike and the majority of 
Vildas coaching staff offered to 
resign. 

Hermoso has denied Rubiales's 
claim that the kiss was consensual, 
saying she felt “vulnerable and a victim 
of an impulse-driven, sexist, out-of- 
place act”. 

Addingto national and international 
support already expressed for her, Her- 
moso received an ovation from the 
crowd when she attended a pre-season 
match for Atletico Madrid, the club 

where the 33-year-old forward 

started her career. Players of At- 

letico and visitors AC Milan 

posed before a banner reading 

“[We Are] With You Jennifer 
Hermoso.” 

Cadiz's players held up a ban- 

ner saying “We Are All With 

Jenni” before their Span- 

ish league match 

against Almeria, be- 

coming the first 

men’s team 

to make a public 

statement in 


support of Hermoso. Sevilla men’s 
players wore warm-up T-shirts with the 
hashtag #SeAcab6 (“it’s over”) written 
on the front, a phrase that several Span- 
ish womens players and Hermoso have 
used on social media and in statements, 
apparently referring to Rubiales's reign 
in Spain. 

Demonstrations were staged by fem- 
inist groups in cities including Madrid 
and Salamanca at the weekend, calling 
for Rubiales to go, with more due today 
in the capital. 

The front page headline of El Pais on 
Sunday declared that "Spain no longer 
tolerated cases like Rubiales". 

"The feminist movement, after 
decades highlighting inequalities and 
sexist behaviour, has permeated a 
society that reacts almost unanimously 
against attitudes such as that of the 
already suspended president, the 
newspaper said. 

Rubiales, who has said that he will 
use the law to defend himself, remains 
a vice-president of Uefa, with a 
£214,000 salary. 

Machismo still rules in the Spanish game 
timewarp, The Game, pullout 


Sobering reality for women in whisky 


Katrine Bussey 


One third of women working in the 
whisky industry have been touched 
inappropriately, a survey suggests, 
while seven out of ten said they had 
experienced inappropriate or sexual 
comments at work. 

The research, carried out in 30 coun- 
tries by Our Whisky Foundation, a 
not-for-profit body set up to support 
women in the industry, suggests that 
70 per cent had experienced inappro- 
priate or sexual remarks while doing 
their job. 

Meanwhile, 33 per cent of the more 
than 600 women who were questioned 
said they had been touched inappropri- 
ately. This rose to 44 per cent among 
those workingin consumer-facing roles, 
such as brand ambassadors, and staff in 


shops, pubs and bars. The survey, titled 
Do You Even Like Whisky? also sug- 
gests that 27 per cent of women working 
in the sector for under five years had 
been touched inappropriately, indicat- 
ing the problem is not a historical one. 

Becky Paskin, the foundations chief 
executive, said: "The escalation of 
these attitudes into inappropriate ver- 
bal and physical behaviour cannot be 
ignored. The industry needs to take 
this issue extremely seriously.” 

Almost nine out of ten women 
working in the industry — 87 per cent 
— believe they face more challenges 
than men in the workplace. 

More than 80 per cent of women 
who work making, selling and promot- 
ing whisky said they had been asked by 
colleagues and customers if they even 
liked the drink. Almost two thirds, 


62 per cent, of those questioned said 
they were concerned about the impact 
that having a child would have on their 
career, and 41 per cent of mothers said 
they did not feel supported when they 
returned to work. 

Paskin said: “Being spoken over, 
having your knowledge questioned or 
being asked if you actually like whisky 
are common occurrences for women 
working in whisky. 

"These are surface-level yet wide- 
spread examples of unconscious bias 
manifesting as microaggressions, the 
ongoing effect of decades of male- 
targeted advertising. 

"While the industry appears to be 
taking steps towards inclusion and 
better representation, this survey 
clearly shows women feel they aren't 
supported enough." 


Murder investigation into 
death of dog-walker in Kent 


Nadeem Badshah 


A murder investigation has been 
launched after a dog-walker was found 
dead in Kent. 

Claire Knights, 54, was reported 
missing on August 23 after last being 
seen in the Minnis Bay area of Birch- 
ington-on-Sea. Her car, a silver Suzuki, 
has been recovered from Shuart Lane, 
St Nicholas-at-Wade. 

Itisbelieved that she was walking her 
white-and-brown spaniel called Zebu- 
lon to Minnis Bay and was carrying a 
red or pink rucksack during her walk. 
The dog was later found on the beach. 

A body was found by a member ofthe 
public at 7pm on Friday and the family 


of the victim has been informed, Kent 
Police said. A spokesman for the force 
said that a post-mortem examination 
had been carried out on the body but 
did not provide details of the cause of 
death. 

He added: “Officers have attended a 
location near Minnis Bay, Birchington, 
where a woman was found deceased. 
There will be an increased police pres- 
enceinthe area while investigations in- 
to the circumstances are under way.” 

Amanin his twenties, from Margate, 
was arrested on suspicion of murder on 
Thursday. He remains in custody. 

Detectives have said he has been de- 
tained for assessment by medical pro- 
fessionals. 
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Labour wont hammer the rich 


Geraldine Scott Political Reporter 


Labour has ruled out imposing a wealth 
tax on the country’s richest people ifthe 
party wins the next general election. 

Rachel Reeves, the shadow chancel- 
lor, made the pledge as part of a pack- 
age designed to appeal to businesses 
and wealthy households. Instead, the 
party hopes to fund public services by 
growing the economy. Reeves said she 
would do “whatever it takes” to bring in 
private investment. 

In an interview with The Sunday 
Telegraph, Reeves ruled out imposing a 
mansion tax, raising capital gains tax or 
increasing the top rate of income tax. 
She said: "The tax burden is its highest 
in 60, maybe even 70, years. There have 
been 24 tax rises in the 13 years of 
Conservative government. 

“I don't see a route towards having 
more money for public services that is 
through taxing our way there,” she said. 
“It is going to be through growing our 
way there. And that’s why the policies 
that we've set out are all about how we 
can encourage businesses, big and 
small, to invest in Britain.” 

Paul Johnson, director of the Insti- 
tute for Fiscal Studies, warned that any 
new government would have “serious 
constraints” on their finances. 

Reevess comments were the latest 
departure from the party’s position 


Rachel Reeves said 
the party would 
work hard to 
attract investment 


under the leadership of Jeremy Corbyn. 
She said: “I’m very much in favour of 
wealth creation and I want to see more 
of that in Britain.” 

Momentum, the left-wing pressure 
group, said on Twitter/X: “Four people 
in this country have more wealth than 
20 million Britons. Meanwhile, capital 
gains are taxed lower than income. This 
is a political choice to favour big busi- 
ness & the 1% over ordinary people.” 

Corbyn, the former Labour leader, 
said that a wealth tax of 1 per cent to 
2 per cent could pay for scrapping the 
two-child benefit cap 17 times over. 

Sir Keir Starmer, Corbyn’s successor 
as leader, has said that a government 
led by him would keep the Conserva- 
tive policy, which limits the amount 
low-income households can receive in 
benefits. 

Corbyn said: 


"Politics is about 


choices — we should be on the side of 
those in need, not those with greed." 

Labour is increasing its efforts to 
demonstrate economic responsibility 
before a general election expected next 
year. Starmer is expected to use the 
party's annual conference in October 
tosetout how a government led by him 
would revive the sluggish economy. 

Reeves's intervention was part of a 
strategy to woo would-be Tory voters 
while demonstrating fiscal  res- 
ponsibility. 

Labour figures are concerned that 
the possibility of tax rises or unfunded 
spending pledges may be used to paint 
theparty as economically incompetent. 
Frontbenchers have been told that if 
they want to spend money they will 
have to identify savings under their 
brief to offset the cost. 

Reeves also told the newspaper that 
her preparations for office included 
"spending an awful lot of time with 
businesses". 

The party has embarked on what has 
been called a smoked salmon and 
scrambled eggs offensive to convince 
company bosses that they can trust 
Starmer and Reeves. 

Labour has seen a surge in interest 
for its business forum at the annual 
conference. It argues that the latest 
figures show that the number of attend- 
ees has risen by 50 per cent in a year. 
The forum is described as the confer- 
ences “flagship engagement event for 
business” and the website for the event 
says that no more tickets are available. 

Labour said that 200 people had 
signed up and another 150 were on the 
waiting list. It said the increased corpo- 
rate presence demonstrated that it was 
now the “party of economic growth”. 

A key part of that growth is expected 
to be an overhaul of planning laws to 
make it easier to build green infra- 
structure, and a new national wealth 
fund that would invest £2 billion 
to help "crowd-in" private-sector 
investment into eight new gigafactories 
to produce batteries for zero-emission 
cars. 

A Conservative Party spokesman 
said: "Rachel Reeves is yet again taking 
the British people for fools if she thinks 
they will believe this latest U-turn. 

"Labours reckless spending and 
£28 billion-a-year borrowing plan 
would crash the economy, fuel inflation 
and inevitably result in higher taxes for 
the British people. As ever with Labour, 
hardworking people would be forced to 
foot the bill.” 

Reeves's challenge to the Tories, 
leading article, page 23 


Candidate for 
by-election in 
row over his 
eco-antics 


he Labour candidate to 
replace Nadine Dorries 
has taken unpaid leave 
from his job at the Bank 
of England amid a row 
over his activism for Greenpeace 
(Dominic Kennedy writes). 

Alistair Strathern, 33, will fight 
to replace the former Conservative 
culture secretary in the by-election 
triggered by her resignation. 

A Tory MP has written to the 
Bank asking whether Strathern 
was given time off to join an anti- 
government protest last year, 
where he dressed as a zombie. 

The personal nature of the row 
suggests there will be a bitter fight 
to prevent the Conservatives from 
losing their 25,000 majority in Mid 
Bedfordshire, which would be a 


Alistair Strathern campaigning in Mid Bedfordshire yesterday. He wore white face 


record by-election flop for the party. 
Strathern and his partner, Megan 
Corton-Scott, a political campaigner 
for Greenpeace, were photographed 
in November in a demonstration 
against the Public Order Bill. It is 
understood to be the only publicity 
stunt he joined for the group and 
that he has never been part of any 


direct action. He has been the 
Bank’s climate lead for insurance. 

Danny Kruger, a Conservative MP 
who is on the Treasury select 
committee, has written to Andrew 
Bailey, the governor of the Bank of 
England, with questions about 
Strathern’s protest. Kruger pointed 
out that a photograph issued by 


Voters say more cash for hospitals and schools is their priority 


Geraldine Scott 


Voters would rather the government 
ploughed money into hospitals, schools 
and policing than cut taxes, polling 
shows. 

If the government had extra money 
to spend, more peple would prefer for 
public services to have better funding, 
even among Conservative supporters. 

Polling for The Times, carried out by 
YouGov, showed that the majority of 
people thought it was unrealistic to cut 
taxes in the current economic climate. 

Asked to think about the current eco- 
nomic situation, 54 per cent thought it 
was unrealistic for the government to 
reduce taxes, compared with 25 per 
cent who thought it could be done. 

When broken down by voting inten- 
tion, the sentiment was even stronger. 
Among Conservative voters, 63 per 
cent of people thought it was unrealis- 
tic, while 61 per cent of Labour voters 
thought the same. Tory MPs on the right 


Thinking about the current 

economic situation, do you 
think it is or is not realistic for the 
government to reduce taxes? 


Realistic — 25% 
Unrealistic _ 5496 
Don’t know | 21% 


Those who regarded it as unrealistic 
(By voting intention) 


Conservative J 63% 


Source: YouGov, Aug 22-23. 2,106 adults 


of the party have piled pressure on Rishi 
Sunak and Jeremy Hunt, the chancel- 
lor, to cut taxes as soon as possible. 
British voters are being hit with the 
highest tax burden since the 1940s, with 


tax revenue being 37 per cent of 
national income. However, economists 
have said Hunt’s autumn statement is 
unlikely to involve big tax cuts due toa 
swelling debt interest bill and subdued 
medium-term economic growth, de- 
spite tax receipts hitting record highs. 

The former cabinet minister Sir John 
Redwood was among those calling for 
tax cuts and the issue is likely to be high 
on the agenda as the country approach- 
es the next general election. 

The Mail on Sunday reported yester- 
day that a group of right-wing MPs 
were preparing to ambush Sunak at the 
party's annual conference in October 
over his failure to promise pre-election 
tax cuts. The newspaper said the group 
was going to draw on figures released 
last week showing a drop in govern- 
ment borrowing of £11 billion. 

While Sunak and Hunt have said 
they want to bring down taxes, they 
have been cautious. Hunt said last week 
that it was “vital that we don't alter our 


course and continue to act responsibly 
with the public finances”. 

The YouGov polling found that Tory 
voters would want ministers to spend 
any extra money on public services. 

Voters were asked whether, if the 
government had additional money, 
they would prefer it was spent on reduc- 
ing government debt, cutting taxes or 
increasing public spending, or given the 
option to say they did not know. 

Thirty-seven per cent of those who 
intend to back the Conservatives at the 
nextgeneral election said any addition- 
al money should be spent on increasing 
public spending, compared with 33 per 
cent who would want to cut taxes and 
24 per cent who would want it to go to- 
wards reducing government debt. Sixty 
per cent of Labour voters would want 
the money to go towards public services. 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) 
warned last week that an ageing popu- 
lation, rising health and social care 
costs and responding to climate change 


would actually require taxes to increase 
further rather than be cut. 

Inareport, it said: “It is not inevitable 
that taxes will rise — UK voters have a 
choice. But the choice is harder than it 
has been for decades. Without tax rises, 
UK public service and benefits provi- 
sion will not simply tread water, it will 
deteriorate.” 

Helen Miller, deputy director of the 
IFS, told The Times it would be a 
“huge” debate in the next decade. 

“It’s not just a discussion about how 
much tax to raise but also really the en- 
tire shape of the state,” she said. “I 
assume people are calculating that at 
this point, actually, they’re largely bet- 
ter off with public spending.” 

James Smith, the research director for 
the Resolution Foundation think tank, 
said the public had learnt from Liz Truss 
and Kwasi Kwarteng’s mini-budget that 
“some of the tax-cutting measures 
announced did not necessarily do the 
country all that much good”. 
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with a wealth tax, vows Reeves 
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VICTORIA JONES, CHRIS J RATCLIFFE/GREENPEACE/PA 
— a aN 


Ài 


paint and struck zombie-like poses while dressed in a boiler suit during a protest for Greenpeace against the Public Order Bill 


Greenpeace from its protest outside 
the Home Office was taken at 
10.30am on a Tuesday. 

Kruger asked: “Can you confirm 
that Mr Strathern received 
permission to leave work in the 
middle of the day to perform this 
protest attacking the government? 
Can you confirm what the Bank of 


One in three 


Geraldine Scott 


A third of people would like to see 
gambling banned altogether, according 
to a think tank, suggesting that voters 
support “nanny state” measures to 
improve public health. 

Areportfrom Social Market Founda- 
tion (SMF) says that Britons are in 
favour of stricter regulations and want 
ministers to take action on issues such 
as obesity, alcohol, diet and exercise. 

The research, which studied opinion 
polls published between 2015 and 2023, 
found that the policies most likely to be 
supported were those that benefited 
children or restricted gambling. 

The think tank warned of a “mount- 
ing public health crisis” as 40 per cent 
of all premature deaths are now linked 
to lifestyle issues. 

Dr Aveek Bhattacharya, the SMF's 
interim director, said: “The most 
effective ways to reduce obesity, 
harmful drinking, smoking and 


England’s policy is on employees 
taking leave to perform stunts in the 
middle of the working day?” 

It is unclear whether Strathern, 
who wore white face paint with red 
dribbles to indicate dried blood 
around his mouth and struck 
zombie-like poses while dressed in a 
boiler suit, was due to be working on 


that Tuesday morning. Strathern’s 
unpaid leave may be insignificant 
in that it is the correct practice for 
Bank employees standing for 
elected office. 

Ministers broke off relations 
with Greenpeace when activists 
staged a rooftop anti-oil protest on 
Rishi Sunak’s Yorkshire home. 


favour a ban on gambling 


problem gambling are the most 
daunting to politicians, who are under- 
standably worried about the potential 
backlash to banning, taxing and 
regulating. Yet most people recognise 
the scale of the problem and are in fact 
supportive of these sorts of measures.” 

Policies such as sugar taxes or adding 
calorie counts to menus are often de- 
cried by critics as examples of the state 
taking too great a role in peoples lives. 
Inits 2023 Nanny State Index, the Insti- 
tute of Economic Affairs think tank 
said that the British government was 
becoming “more meddlesome in 
peoples lives” and had “the world's 
most nannying policies on food”. 

Will Quince, the minister for health 
and secondary care, shunned proposals 
to put sugary cereals in plain packaging. 
The group Action on Sugar has called 
for cartoon characters to be removed 
from cereals such as Frosties and Coco 
Pops, and for the vibrant colours used 
to attract children to be toned down. 


Quince said: “Pm not in favour of 
those kinds of nanny state interven- 
tions because as a parent its my 
responsibility to educate my child as to 
what is and isn't appropriate for daily 
consumption and as a treat." 

The SMF’ suggests that two thirds of 
voters would support advertising bans, 
and more than half would support price 
regulations such as making fruit and 
vegetables cheaper than unhealthy 
foods. Other popular measures includ- 
ed banning betting with credit cards 
and limiting children’s exposure to 
alcohol advertising on social media. 

Attitudes were particularly hardline 
on gambling. The report said: “It is clear 
that most people see gambling as a 
generally harmful thing that ought to 
be restricted.” The SMF said that one 
person in three thought gambling 
should be banned, 82 per cent thought 
there were too many opportunities for 
gambling, and only 13 per cent thought 
gambling was a net positive for society. 


Tories will lose with 
Sunak as leader, says 
Dorries as she quits 


Geraldine Scott 


The Conservatives cannot win the next 
general election with Rishi Sunak as 
leader, Nadine Dorries said yesterday 
after she announced her official resig- 
nation as an MP. 

Dorries, the former culture secre- 
tary, refused to say whether she would 
vote for the “broken” Tories at the next 
election, despite having been a Con- 
servative MP for 18 years. She said she 
was loyal to the ideals of the Tory party 
but dodged the question when asked 
if she could join another party, such 
as Reform. 

Dorries finally submitted her official 
resignation at the weekend, 11 weeks 
after she initially said she would step 
down. She delayed her departure while 
she investigated whether Sunak had 
intervened to block her nomination to 
the House of Lords. 

In her resignation letter she heavily 
criticised Sunak personally and 
accused his government of making 
no progress. Asked if she thought the 
Tories could win under Sunak she said: 
“I have to say my answer to that ques- 
tion is no.” 

Dorries said she had been the victim 
of “misogyny” after the release of her 
letter and it was untrue that she had not 
been representing her constituents. “To 
be criticised for not being in parliament 
when it has been an absolute zombie 
parliament for the last 12 months, I just 
felt was a bit rich,” she said. 

Dorries said the timing of the by- 
election in Mid Bedfordshire — around 
thetime ofthe Conservative Party con- 
ference — was down to No 10 who 
"made this happen", but that it would 
also be in the same month of Sunak's 
first anniversary as prime minister. 

She said if the Tories lost the seat it 
would be the “worst by-election defeat 
inliving history". But she backed Festus 
Akinbusoye, the Tory candidate, as a 
"fantastic guy". 

"I would urge the people of Mid Bed- 
fordshire to forget about anything 
to do with party politics at the 


moment because its a mess and the 
Conservative Party is broken,” she said, 
suggesting Akinbusoye would be "very 
outspoken” like she had been with “the 
hugest heart". 

In her letter Dorries had accused 
Sunak of "demeaning his office by 
opening the gates to whip up a public 
frenzy" against her. She accused the 
prime minister of abandoning the “fun- 
damental principles of Conservatism" 
and said "history will not judge you 
kindly”. “What exactly has been done 
or have you achieved? You hold the 
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Nadine Dorries accused Rishi Sunak's 
government of making no progress 


Office of prime minister unelected, 
without a single vote, not even from 
your own MPs. You have no mandate 
from the people,” she wrote in the letter, 
printed in The Mail on Sunday. 

Johnny Mercer, the veterans minis- 
ter, said he did not agree with Dorries's 
accusations and had not made it all the 
way through her letter. He said she was 
wrong to say defence spending had not 
increased, and told LBC: “I think recol- 
lections may vary.” 

The saga is set to continue as Dorries 
prepares a book on the “political assas- 
sination” of Boris Johnson. She told 
TalkTV that those she accuses of work- 
ing against democracy will be “named 
and shamed”. The Liberal Democrats 
declared they are “increasingly confi- 
dent” of winning her former seat. 

The making and breaking of Theresa 
May, Times2 


Off-the-scale posh: Red 
Wall’s verdict on Starmer 


Geraldine Scott 


Sir Keir Starmer is perceived as “off- 
the-scale posh” by red wall voters, who 
think the Labour leader is “from 
another planet”, according toa member 
of his top team. 

Deborah Mattinson, Starmer’s 
director of strategy, put her boss in the 
same category as Boris Johnson when 
discussing attitudes in northern 
English seats taken by the Tories. 

Speaking at an event before she took 
up the role, Mattinson said Starmer, 60, 
went down particularly badly in polling 
when his knighthood was mentioned. 

She said: “You might look and say 
well there's a bit of a hierarchy here. 
You've got Boris Johnson, whos very 
posh — but hey, Keir Starmer and 
Jeremy Corbyn went to private school, 
but not as posh as that. And then Keir 


Starmer’s dad was actually a manual 
worker, but he's Sir Keir Starmer, hes a 
lawyer, he comes from a different 
world." 

Mattinson was discussing her book 
Beyond the Red Wall at an event held by 
the Cambridge for Europe group in 
2021. She explained that through her 
conversations she had found voters 
noticing a “very nuanced difference" 
between Starmer, Johnson and Corbyn. 
But she said: “All three of those men are 
off-the-scale posh. In a way they're all 
from another planet compared to the 
people [in the red wall]. 

Starmer, who rarely uses his title, was 
awarded a knighthood in 2014 for his 
work as director of public prosecutions 
and head of the Crown Prosecution 
Service. He regularly refers to his 
fathers trade as a toolmaker and his 
mother's career as a nurse. 
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Over parents say 
their children use social 
media to buy things 

at least once a week 


We're here to support you with useful 
guidance on teaching your children how 
to shop smart and keep safe online. 


For information on howto keep your 
children protected online, search: 


Scan here 


By your side LLOYDS BANK 


* YOUGOV PLC. SURVEY OF 1,067 UK PARENTS ON CHILDREN'S FINANCES, JUNE 2023 
Lloyds Bank plc. Registered Office: 25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England and Wales no. 2065. 


Bank of brother 
and sister helps 
first-time buyers 


Carol Lewis Property Editor 


They may not have shared their pocket 
money growing up but now brothers 
and sisters are helping each other to 
buy their first homes. 

Almost a third (32 per cent) of people 
in Britain who bought their first home 
this year had financial help from family, 
with support from siblings double that 
of six years ago. 

Brothers and sisters helped a record 
11 per cent of family-funded first-time 
purchases, according to research from 
Hamptons estate agency and Skipton 
Building Society. 

“As homeownership rates decline 
through the generations ... parents 
today are less likely to be homeowners 
than their predecessors, which reduces 
their ability to withdraw equity from 
their home to pass on to children”, said 
Aneisha Beveridge, head of research at 


Hamptons. 
“Rather, first-time buyers are in- 
creasingly leaning towards other 


family members to boost their deposits. 
Siblings are at the forefront, with older 
brothers and sisters at the more affluent 
end of the spectrum putting their hands 
in their pockets.” 

Family finance helps first-time buy- 
ers get a firmer footing on the property 
ladder, with more than a third putting 
down a deposit of 20 per cent or more. 
The average buyer with family support 
paid £6,500 more than those without. 
They are also able to buy a year earlier, 
at an average of 31.3 years of age. 

Support from parents and grand- 
parents is slowing overall. The numbers 
benefiting from Mum and Dads 
generosity were down by 8 per cent in 
the past six years and from grand- 
parents down 2 per cent. 

However parents remain the most 
generous, with 72 per cent of first-time 
buyers who had help receiving it from 
their parents, with an average gift of 
£15,250. Eleven per cent were given 
money by siblings, 8 per cent grand- 
parents, 4 per cent aunts or uncles and 
1 per cent a son or daughter. 

Separate research shows that the 
“bank of family” is the busiest it has 
ever been and expected to support 
318,400 property purchases in the UK 
this year. The research, from Legal & 


avid Boyes, 56, is not 
your typical first-time 
buyer (Carol Lewis 
writes). 

He recently returned to Britain 
with his wife, Abbie, 37, and son, 
Drake, seven, after living in 
Ohio. “I had a good credit rating 
in the United States but I came 
here and they don't recognise it,” 
Boyes said. “Here I have zero 
credit rating, zero residency 
history and zero job history.” The 
British-born data analyst has 
moved to be near his mother in 
Hythe, near Southampton. 

Despite having a “fairly hefty” 
£100,000 deposit for the three- 
bedroom, £300,000, house he is 
buying in Hythe, he has had to 
enlist the help of his younger 
brother Michael, 48, who lives in 
Maidstone, Kent. Boyes has 
found a “joint borrower, sole 
proprietor” mortgage in which 
only he has his name on the 
house deeds but he and his 
brother are both named on the 
mortgage. This means his 
brother is liable to pay the loan if 
he doesn't. It is a situation which 
the mortgage broker Tembo says 
is becoming increasingly 
common. 


General and the Centre for Economics 
and Business Research, said that family 
members would hand over £8.1 billion 
to homebuyers and support 47 per cent 
of properties bought by those under 45 
this year. 

Bernie Hickman, chief executive of 
Legal & General Retail, said: “Family 
wealth is increasingly becoming a 
prerequisite for home ownership, 
effectively locking some groups out of 
the housing market for years while they 
save for deposits, or even altogether. 

“While family gifting has always 
played a prominent role in the UK 
housing market, our study shows that 
the value of those contributions has 
risen by more than a quarter on pre 
pandemic levels.” 


More councils warning they 
are on brink of bankruptcy 


At least 30 per cent of councils in some 
of the poorest areas of the country are 
considering declaring effective bank- 
ruptcy this year or next, it has emerged. 

Asurvey of 47 local authorities in the 
north, the midlands and on the south 
coast revealed that five are considering 
issuing a Section 114 notice of their 
inability to balance their budget in 
2023-24, meaning they would have to 
stop all but essential spending. 

Nine other councils that are mem- 
bers of the Special Interest Group of 
Municipal Authorities (Sigoma) said 
they might have to declare bankruptcy. 

Councils said the most common 
cause of financial pressures was the de- 
mand for children’s social care services 
after the government requested they be 
given equal priority with adult social 


care and additional funding allocated. 
Other factors were inflation and wage 
rises, with councils saying that a rise in 
the cost of borrowing was set to add 
further financial pressure. 

Sigoma said it understood that at 
least 12 other councils were considering 
issuing a Section 114 notice in 2023-24. 

Sir Stephen Houghton, Labour 
leader of Barnsley council and chair- 
man of Sigoma, said: “Councils have 
worked miracles for the past 13 years, 
but there is nothing left.” 

A government spokesman said: “We 
have introduced a funding guarantee to 
ensure that every council sees at least a 
3 per cent increase in core spending 
power before any decisions on council 
tax rates. We are also providing about 
£2 billion in grants for social care.” 
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Waterspouts are similar to 


Spe ctacular tornadoes but are seen only 
over bodies of water. They 
waterspout are formed when rotating 


funnels of air and water mist 
become twisted together by 
high winds. 

Witnesses said the Isle of 
Wight waterspout fizzled 


spotted off 
Isle of Wight 


huge waterspout out before meeting land so 
was spotted off could not be classed as a 
the Isle of Wight | tornado. 


as torrential rain 
marred the bank 
holiday weekend in some 


Also on Saturday, in 
Bristol, supermarket 
buildings were damaged in 


parts of England (Peter torrential rain, with 
Chappell writes). customers seeing water 
The Met Office said that pouring from ceilings. The 


the rare phenomenon 
appeared on Saturday after 
a period of heavy rain. 


fruit and vegetable aisle in 
the Brislington branch of 
Sainsbury’s was flooded, 


The waterspout impressed 
experts but festivalgoers in 
Leeds, beachgoers in 
Hampshire and shoppers in 
Bristol found the rain less fun 


according to customers, 
while ceiling tiles fell in the 
Lidl in Avonmeads. 

The weekend's large-scale 
events, the Reading and 
Leeds festivals and the 
Notting Hill Carnival in 
London, suffered only minor 
disruption from scattered 
showers. 

For today’s bank holiday 
the Met Office predicts a 
“band of showery rain clear 
from eastern England early 
in the day, with sunny spells 
and scattered showers 
following on for most 
places”. 

It said that there were no 
signals for significantly hot 
weather in the coming 


week. “An unsettled regime 
is likely to continue next 
week with a westerly airflow 
likely to continue the theme 
of showers and some longer 
spells of rain,” it added. 

The damp conditions in 
August follow the sixth 
wettest July on record, 
according to Met Office 
statistics. 

Low-pressure systems 
brought periods of 
unsettled weather to Britain, 
making it feel at times more 
like autumn than summer. 
Last year, the country 
sweltered in a heatwave 
that saw temperatures as 
high as 40C. 

Weather, page 43 


Two dead in 
car stuck on 
flooded road 


Nadeem Badshah 


Two people died after driving a 
Mercedes Class 180 into a flooded road 
in Liverpool, police said. 

Merseyside police said they 
received a report of a concern for 
safety after the black car carrying a 
man and woman drove into a flooded 
area on Queens Drive between 
North Mossley Hill Road and 
Dovedale Road. 

Emergency services were called to 
the scene at 9.20pm on Saturday. 

Police and fire crews attended the 
scene and the man and the woman 
were taken to hospital, where they 
were were later pronounced dead. 

Their next of kin have been in- 
formed and formal identification has 
been made, the force added. 

A file has been passed to the 
coroner, who has asked Merseyside 
police to further investigate the 
incident. 

Detective Chief Inspector Mike 
Dalton said: "Our thoughts go out to 
the family of the man and woman who 
sadly lost their lives in this tragic 
incident, despite the best efforts of 
passing members of the public, our 
officers and Merseyside Fire and Res- 
cue Services at the scene. 

^We are at the early stages of an 
ongoing investigation on Queens 
Driveto establish the circumstances of 
this tragic incident." 

Anyone with information should 
contact Merseyside police quoting 
reference 23000807137, or contact 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 


Noises heard 
in big hunt 
for Nessie 


Disbelief at Reading 


Festivals ban 


on 'cultural appropriation' clothes 


Thomas Saunders 


Reading Festival traders and fans are 
openly defying one of its rules, which 
bans clothing that "promotes cultural 
appropriation". 

The event, run by Festival Republic, 
statesthe rule on its website under a list 
of items that cannot be taken into the 
campsite or arena. They include “cloth- 
ing/garments/items which promote 
cultural appropriation" alongside "any- 
thing that could reasonably be consid- 
ered for use as a weapon”. 

It appears to have been introduced 
before last year's festival, according to 
archived versions of Reading's website. 
Leeds Festival, which is twinned with 
Reading, also bans clothing that pro- 
motes cultural appropriation but not all 
of Festival Republic's events appear to 
have included the rule. 

Download, the rock festival held at 
Donington Park in Leicestershire, does 
not ban such clothes, although Wire- 
less, held in Finsbury Park, north 
London, does. 

However, during this year’s Reading 


event, which ended yesterday, the rule 
appeared to be little understood and 
lightly enforced as various approved 
sellers displayed clothes that could be 
considered to breach the rules. The fes- 
tival has not elaborated on what might 
qualify as breaking the rules and what 
would be deemed acceptable. 

Several sellers outside the main 
arena displayed elephant-print harem 
pants, Native American pon- 
chos and what appeared to 
be authentic yak wool 
Tibetan shawls. 

Nitesh, one of the 
traders with a large 
inventory of pon- 
chos, said he had 
not heard of the 
rule and reacted 
with disbelief 
when told of it. “I 
don’t think it makes 
any sense whatso- 
ever because in festi- 


Clothes from other 
cultures were openly on sale 


vals you get lots of people from differ- 
ent ethnicities and backgrounds from 
allacrossthe world,” he said. “Atthe end 
of the day, having that cultural aspect to 
it in terms of different kinds of gar- 
ments, people should be exposed to 
that... It kind of brings the community 
together so not being able to sell those 
clothes would be quite harmful.” 
Christopher, 20, who was attending 
the festival, said he’d never 
heard of it. He added: “It’s 
just a bit silly. I think at a 
festival most people 
wear what they want. 
This is a time when 
you wear mixed 


clothes and do 
what you want, 
really.” 


Declan,  ano- 
ther seller, was not 
aware of the rule 
either. He said: “You 
y shouldn't be allowed 
to not express your cul- 
ture. I grew up Rasta, look 
around the festival and every- 


one is wearing red, gold and green and 
that’s our culture.” 

Many of the clothes being sold, such 
as harem pants and ponchos, have been 
popular at festivals going all the way 
back to Woodstock in 1969 and have 
been associated with hippies and the 
counter-culture. 

Festival Republic was approached for 
comment. It did not respond to ques- 
tions asking why the rules were intro- 
duced or why they applied only at some 
events. 

In 2014 Glastonbury agreed to re- 
strict the sale of Native American-style 
headdresses following outrage after 
Pharrell Williams, the American musi- 
cian and songwriter, wore one for the 
front cover of an edition of Elle UK. 

However, the festival does not have 
in place a ban on clothes that promote 
cultural appropriation, despite limiting 
the ability of traders to sell Native 
American headdresses. 

Bass Coast, a music festival in British 
Columbia, Canada, introduced a 
complete ban on people wearing head- 
dresses, also in 2014. 


Jeremy Watson 


The biggest mass hunt for the Loch 
Ness monster in decades turned up four 
“distinctive noises” that were picked up 
by underwater microphones, explorers 
have said. 

The unexplained sounds were de- 
tected in the Urquhart Bay area of the 
freshwater Scottish loch, an area the 
legendary beast is said to frequent. 
They will be examined by a team of 
dedicated monster hunters who are 
searching for signs that Nessie exists. 

More than 200 volunteers from 
around the world braved “horrific” 
weather to take part in the biggest 
search in 50 years at the weekend. 
Some took to boats, while others stayed 
on shore and used drones. About 300 
people tuned in via a livestream to 
watch the efforts at the 745ft-deep loch, 
which is southwest of Inverness. 

Alan McKenna, who runs Loch Ness 
Explorations, a voluntary organisation 
dedicated to finding the monster, 
picked up the sounds on his hydro- 
phone system, which hangs 60ft down 
from his boat. He said a test of the 
system on Friday had already raised 
questions about Nessie’s whereabouts. 

“When we were testing the equip- 
ment, we did hear four distinctive nois- 
es that we didn't know where they were 
coming from,” McKenna said. “We 
didn’t know what the origin of them 
was, which is quite exciting.” The myth 
of the monster began with an alleged 
sighting by St Columba in 565 AD. 
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CBD makers warn products could 
be taken off the shelves in legal row 


Andrew Ellson 


CBD products could be soon be 
withdrawn from sale unless the 
government clarifies the law, suppliers 
have said. 

A group of companies that make the 
supplements have come together to 
demand that the Home Office provide 
“immediate clarification” of the legal 
position after the government shut 
down the operation of a supplier that 
had complied with rules laid down by 
the Food Standards Agency (FSA). 

CBD is short for cannabidiol, a non- 
psychotropic extract of the cannabis 
plant; consuming it does not make a 
person high. Users claim that the 
extract can help to ease anxiety, depres- 
sion and insomnia, although producers 
are not allowed to claim any medical 
benefits for their products 

Polling by YouGov suggests that 
more than 18 million Britons have 
consumed CBD in some form over the 
past year, making it more popular than 
Vitamin C. 

The CBD market is worth about 
£700 million, with the extract being 
sold in sprays and tablets or in food and 
drink. 

In 2020 the FSA began regulating 
the market, forcing suppliers to 
invest hundreds of thousands of 
pounds to show that their products 
were safe. Yet the legal status remains 
a grey area. The extract itself is not a 


What is CBD? 


CBD, or cannabidiol, is 
one of 113 identified | 
cannabinoids 
(compounds) of the 
cannabis or hemp 
plant. When 
isolated from the 
other parts of the 
plant, CBD is legal 1 
because consuming 
it does not make you 
high. 

There is some 
evidence that the 


controlled substance but most CBD 
products contain trace elements of 


tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 
psychoactive part of the cannabis plant 
that is illegal. 


CBD manufacturers remove THC 
from their products but it is all but 
impossible to remove every last 
trace. In most cases the quantity of 
THC left behind is so small that users 
would feel no effect but its presence in 
any form makes the products tech- 
nically illegal. 

In January 2021 the Home Office 
sought advice from the government's 
advisory committee on the misuse 
of drugs on how to amend the 
Misuse of Drugs Act to accommodate 


extract helps to relieve 
anxiety, movement 
disorders, pain and 
insomnia. 
However, trials 
have not been 
robust enough for 
CBD to be sold as a 
medicine or for 
manufacturers to 
make these claims to 
consumers. As such, 
CBD is usually sold as a 
food supplement. 


CBD. The committee submitted a 
report in December 2021 setting out 
clear recommendations to provide 
legal clarity. Since then the Home 
Office has done nothing. 

Suppliers say the uncertainty created 
by this lack of action has left them in 
limbo, and is now making it impossible 
for the FSA to process food safety 
authorisations. 

They point out that recent Home 
Office action against Jersey Hemp — 
an established CBD manufacturer that 
had approval from the FSA and 
supplied Tesco — highlights the 
vulnerability of the industry. 

The Home Office withdrew Jersey 
Hemp’s licence to export CBD to the 


UK because its products contained 
trace amounts of THC, even though the 
levels were no different from most 
other CBD products on the market. 

The Jersey-based company has had 
to lay off half its staff and is considering 
legal action. 

The CBD industry says that 
without legal clarification the risk of 
operating in the UK and being 
closed down at the whim of a Home 
Office official is becoming too 
great. 

In a statement, the CBD suppliers, 
which are launching a website called 
SaveOurCBDorg, said: “We under- 
stand the complexities the Home 
Office must navigate concerning 
compliance with the Misuse of Drugs 
Act. Nevertheless, we firmly believe 
there is no valid reason why the Home 
Office cannot provide the much 
needed legal clarity the industry 
urgently seeks.” 

The Home Office insists that it is 
"giving close consideration to the rec- 
ommendations from the Advisory 
Council on the Misuse of Drugs" but 
declined to give a timetable. 

A spokeswoman said: "We want to 
provide greater clarity for responsible 
suppliers by introducing defined 
permitted limits on the controlled 
cannabinoid content of consumer CBD 
products. This will enable responsible 
suppliers to produce and supply CBD 
consumer products more easily." 


Budget airlines 
‘fail customers’ 
with websites 


Ryanair, Jet2.com and Tui have been 
rated as the worst big airlines for 
website accessibility. 

The Civil Aviation Authority, which 
commissioned the analysis, said there 
was “still a way to go” for the industry to 
provide a smooth digital experience for 
all passengers. 

Its Airline Digital Accessibility Report 
reviewed the websites of the 11 largest 
carriers operating in the UK. They were 
given a score for their compliance with 
standards relating to users with impair- 
ments to their vision, hearing, mobility 
(such as people who struggle to use a 
mouse or keyboard) or with their think- 
ing and understanding (such as those 
withdyslexia, autism or learning diffi- 
culties). Consumers with accessibility 
needs then offered insights on using the 
websites for making bookings. 

British Airways ranked highest, 
scoring nine out of ten for accessibility 
and seven for ease of use. Ryanair, 
Jet2.com and Tui all scored one out of 
ten for accessibility and two out of ten 
for ease of use. The three airlines all 
said they were committed to improving 
their websites. 

Anna Bowles, the regulator’s head of 
consumer policy and enforcement, 
said: “Our skies should be accessible to 
everyone and that journey often starts 
with a visit to an airlines website. There 
is still a way to go for the industry to 
provide a smooth digital experience for 
passengers, both on the technical front 
but also in terms of ease of use.” 
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Police is the 
word: officers 
eject rowdy 
theatregoers 


he makers of 

Grease the Musical 

promise an 

“electrifying” 

performance for 
West End audiences but 
one of the largest cheers at 
Saturday night's show was 
for a policeman (Jack 
Malvern writes). 

The officer prompted 
whoops and applause when 
he waved to the crowd as he 
and five colleagues ejected 
four rowdy theatregoers. 

Video of the incident 
shows the policeman 
waving with a twirl of 
his wrist after a 20- 
minute stand-off in 
which two men and two 
women refused to 
leave their seats at 
the Dominion 
Theatre. 

Ryan 
Redmond, 
the 
audience 
member 
who recorded 
the video, said 
he feared the show 
would be cancelled 
because of the 


disturbance. Redmond, 36, 
from Whitehaven, Cumbria 
said bar staff told him that 
someone had been rude 
and other audience 
members had become 


7 - 


Police talk to theatregoers after complaints at Grease, starring Olivia Moore and Dan Partridge 


involved. He said the 
trouble started in the 


audience erupted into 


interval and delayed the 
second half by 20 minutes. 
Once officers arrived, the 


applause as the four were 
persuaded to leave. Theatre 
staff report that audience 
behaviour has grown worse 
in recent years but police 
intervention is rare. 


Met ‘cyber 
attack’ poses 
risk to data 


Mario Ledwith 


Metropolitan Police officers are har- 
bouring “real safety concerns” after a 
firm holding their personal data suf- 
fered a suspected cyber attack. 

The force said the contractor, which 
is understood to have printed warrant 
cards, held the names, ranks, photos 
and vetting levels of police officers. 

All 47,000 staff employed by the Met 
were informed of the incident. It has 
been reported to the National Crime 
Agency, which is yet to open a formal 
investigation. 

Scotland Yard said it is working with 
the unnamed company to find out if its 
data had been accessed during what it 
described as a “security breach”. 

Experts said that the incident ap- 
peared to be a “a targeted attack to test 
the security within the supply chain”. 

Rick Prior, vice-chairman of the 
Metropolitan Police Federation, which 
represents officers, said that the leak 
could do “incalculable damage”. 

He said: “Metropolitan Police offi- 
cers are — as we speak — out on the 
streets of London undertaking some of 
the most difficult and dangerous roles 
imaginable to catch criminals and keep 
the public safe. 

“To have their personal details 
potentially leaked out into the public 
domain in this manner — for all to 
possibly see — will cause colleagues in- 
credible concern and anger.” 


CCTV evidence must be investigated 


Fiona Hamilton Chief Reporter 


Police forces will no longer be able to 
abandon investigations when there 
is clear evidence such as CCTV footage, 
witness evidence and forensic opportu- 
nities under a new policy to investigate 
all crime. 

Officers are being told they must 
investigate all reasonable lines of 
inquiry in a move that ministers hope 
will improve charging rates for many 
offences that blight communities and 
reduce public confidence. 

The College of Policing, the national 
standards body, admitted today that 
“too often” the public feels let down 
because investigations are abandoned 
despite evidence being available. 

Its new guidance tells officers that 
they must investigate every crime 
report with a reasonable lead such as 
CCTV, doorbell video, GPS trackers 
and forensic opportunities. All witness- 
es must be interviewed and, where 
property with unique features such as a 
serial number is stolen officers will be 
told they must seek to recover it. 

Last month The Times revealed that 
chief constables had agreed the new 
policy after years of routinely refusing 
to investigate many of the most 
common crimes. It is an about-face 
because, since the era of austerity, 
chiefs have said they needed to focus 
resources on high-harm cases and the 
most vulnerable victims. 

It has meant they have often refused 
to investigate crimes such as shoplift- 
ing, lower level violence, bike theft, 
criminal damage and even burglary. 

In the year to March, forces charged 
a suspect in only 2 per cent of vehicle 
and bike thefts, 3 per cent of low-level 
assaults, 4 per cent of criminal damage 
cases and 4 per cent of residential bur- 
glaries. It has resulted in plummeting 
public confidence which was damaged 


Public expects criminals to be caught 


Andy Marsh 
Comment 


eing the victim of a crime 

can be traumatic. If our 

house is burgled, our phone 

snatched, our car stolen or 
damaged we want to know we can 
rely on the police. But too often 1 
hear from the public that they feel 
let down by us and that little was 
done to arrest someone, despite 
evidence being available. 

So today I’ve set out very clearly 
what the public can expect when 
they report a crime to the police. 
Policing is more complex than it 
has ever been, with criminals 
operating across police force 
boundaries and online. We must 
keep up with these changes while 
continuing to detect and deter 
more traditional crime types. 

It's essential the public know 


further by a series of sexual misconduct 
and corruption scandals. 

This year forces pledged to send an 
officer to every burglary and the college 
has published new guidance on 
conducting effective investigations. 
This encourages officers to be “profes- 
sionally curious” and open-minded 
when they embark on investigations 
and to “identify and follow all reason- 
able lines of inquiry”. 

The guidance says the public can 
expect that all material and potential 
evidence should be considered as part 
of an investigation. 


that when a crime has happened the 
police will consider all reasonable 
lines of inquiry and, where possible, 
arrest the person responsible. 

Whether it’s CCTV or doorbell 
footage with obvious images of 
suspects, blood left at a crime scene 
or a tracker still active on a stolen 
phone, the police must and will 
investigate fully. A lot of forces are 
already doing this, but the College of 
Policing guidance released today 
will bring consistency across 
England and Wales. 

This new guidance, the 20,000 
new officers, and work to reduce the 
strain on policing from incidents 
which should be dealt with by other 
agencies will mean a laser focus on 
cutting crime. I can’t promise that 
we will give huge resources to every 
single report and nor would the 
public expect this. Where there are 
no reasonable lines of inquiry 
available it would not be right for us 


to commit significant public 


Wi 


How The Times reported the agreement 
among forces to tackle more offences 


resources when there is no likely 
prospect of arresting someone or 
returning stolen goods. 

Time and focus will go where 
there is some information about 
who the offender might be, so we 
can consider what else we can 
gather to identify and bring that 
person to justice. Where we have 
something to go on officers will act 
and do their best to get you justice. 

I'm confident that our guidance 
will support the hard work of 
officers and staff, helping them to 
make the most of every 
opportunity to fight crime and to 
keep people safe. Catching 
criminals is at the heart of good 
policing. The public rightly expect 
that when there is a chance to 
arrest someone doing harm in the 
community the police will grasp it, 
and hopefully them, with both 
hands. 

Chief Constable Andy Marsh is chief 
executive at the College of Policing 


Writing in The Times today Andy 
Marsh, a chief constable and chief exec- 
utive of the college, said that “too often 
I hear from the public that they feel let 
down by us and that little was done to 
arrest someone despite evidence being 
available". 

He said that it was essential 
the public knew that police would fol- 
low the evidence and make arrests 
where possible. 

Marsh said: "Whether its CCTV or 
doorbell footage with obvious images 
of suspects, blood left at a crime scene 
or a tracker still active on a stolen 


phone, the police must and will investi- 
gate fully. 

"| can't promise that we will give 
huge resources to every single report 
and nor would the public expect this. 
Where there are no reasonable lines 
of inquiry available it would not be 
right for us to put significant public re- 
sources when thereis no likely prospect 
of arresting someone or returning 
stolen goods." 

The Home Office said the commit- 
ment from police forces came after a 
"challenge from ministers" and repre- 
sented a “back-to-basics approach". 

The pledge applies to all crimes, but 
Suella Braverman, the home secretary, 
has made it clear that officers need to 
bring more offenders to justice for 
crimes such as phone theft, car theft, 
shoplifting and criminal damage. 

Officers will be expected to use infor- 
mation such as stolen goods being listed 
online or the tracking of mobile phones 
with an app to investigate the crime. 

Braverman and Chris Philp, the 
policing minister, have also written to 
police chiefs saying they expect all 999 
calls to be answered within ten seconds. 

“The police have made progress in 
preventing crime across the country 
with neighbourhood offences like 
burglary, robbery and vehicle theft 
down by 51 per cent since 2010,” Braver- 
man said. 

“Despite this success, since I became 
home secretary I’ve heard too many ac- 
counts from victims where police sim- 
ply haven't acted on helpful leads 
because crimes such as phone and car 
thefts are seen as less important — 
that’s unacceptable. It has damaged 
people's confidence in policing. 

“Criminals must have no place to 
hide. The police’s commitment today is 
a huge step forward towards delivering 
the victim-focused, common-sense po- 
licing the public deserve.” 
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Slime trials Competitors in the World Bog Snorkelling Championships are brave souls. They race through a 50-metre trench 


a 


of muddy water in a peat bog in Llanwrtyd 


RRs 
Wells, Powys, 


with only flippers to power them 


Even more treasures could be missing 


An earlier trove may 
also have come from 
the British Museum, 
report Ben Ellery 
and Charlie Parker 


Beneath the polished display cabinets 
in the British Museums western 
galleries lie troves of treasures that few 
people are lucky enough to see. 

Hidden basement galleries that 
house Greek and Roman statues and 
other antiquities were shut from public 
view almost two decades ago. Within 
the walls of these underground rooms 
are also objects from the Townley 
collection, which is believed to have 
been targeted by an alleged thief who 
plundered precious jewels and gems for 
more than 20 years. 

The British Museum said last week 
that an employee had been dismissed 
after a “thorough investigation” and 
that it was taking legal action against 
the individual. The police are investi- 
gating and have interviewed a man 
under caution. No arrests have been 
made. 

Curators and collection care 
assistants form part of a privileged club 
cleared to have access to the private 
galleries, which are beneath where the 
Parthenon sculptures are publicly dis- 
played, as well as other vast storerooms 
across the museum’ estate. They are 
authorised to roam areas unaccompa- 
nied, using electronic passes or physical 
keys to gain entry, a source told The 
Times. Trusted staff are not searched 
on exit, with security officers said to be 
focused primarily on guarding collec- 
tions from the public, not employees. 

“In essence, if you've got that clear- 
ance and no one else is around ... a lot 
of it does depend on trust,” the source 
said. “The same is true of other major 
museums.” 

Peter Higgs, the sacked curator, who 
denies any wrongdoing, once recalled 
the eerie quiet he observed while wan- 
dering the storage rooms alone. “In our 
basements, where we have many frag- 


ments of statues and whole shelves full 
of ‘body parts’ ... If you’re down there 
on your own, it gets a bit creepy,” he told 
a podcast. 

Each object is understood to be 
assigned a number and a designated 
space in the rooms, which are alarmed 
but are not otherwise monitored, 
according to insiders. Those with clear- 
ance are not required to inform anyone 
which artefacts they are working with. 

Ittai Gradel, an antiques dealer, un- 
covered the alleged thefts that have 
plunged the museum into crisis. He left 
Denmark as a teenager and moved to 
London, where he worked on the 
Underground and washed dishes in a 
restaurant. On his days off he spent his 
time at the British Museum “devour- 
ing” every exhibit, inspiring him to 
become an archaeologist and later a 
dealer in antiquities. Now he has found 
himself at the centre of one of the 
museums biggest scandals, which has 
resulted in the resignation of its 
director, Hartwig Fischer. 

Gradel, 58, believes that a second 
trove of about 150 items he purchased 
for £20,000 was also stolen from the 
museum. “I was shocked and horrified 
when I started putting things together,” 
he said. “I could not imagine that 


artefacts were not safe at this 
glorious institution. I was 
fobbed off and it made me de- 


termined to get them to listen. 
After I first went to them and 
they refused to take me serious- 
ly, I went away and  devel- 
oped contacts at 
the museum and 


the academic 
world. I was | 
determined that if. \ 


the museum 
closed the door 
on me again, I 
would be in a 
position to kick 
it down.” 

Gold jewellery, 
onyx gemstones and 
glassware are among up 


Hartwig Fischer quit as 
the museum's director 


Elgin Marbles deal ‘is close 


Dominic Kennedy 


George Osborne is confident that 
the British Museum can reach a 
deal with Greece over the Elgin 
Marbles despite the scandal of 
treasures having vanished. 

The former chancellor, the 
museums chairman, is said to have 
been reassured that Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis, Greece's prime minister, 
did not join the chorus of protests in 
Athens about the lapse. The pair 
have held talks in Greece about 
some of the Parthenon Marbles 
being loaned in exchange for Greek 
treasures coming to the UK. 

There have been concerns that 
the Marbles, removed from Athens 
by Lord Elgin in the 19th century, 


to 2,000 objects, some of which are 
more than 3,500 years old, feared to 
have been lost, damaged or stolen from 
the museums research rooms over two 
decades. 
Gradel first reported his concerns, 
via Malcolm Hay, another dealer, in 
May or June 2020. Since 2016 he 
, hadbeen buying Roman glass gems 
and casts of stone cameos dating 
; from about IBC from an account on 
eBay. He noticed that a gem he 
had purchased was listed on 
the British Museums 
website as being part 
of its collection. 
Another gem from 
the same seller was 
also registered on the 
museums website, 
with both forming 
part of a collection 
donated by Charles 
Townley, an 18th- 
century collector. 
Gradel's suspicions were 
aroused further when the 
seller listed a sardonyx 
cameo then quickly re- 


might be vulnerable after 2,000 
items were stolen from the London 
institution and some were offered 
for sale on eBay. But Mitsotakis has 
avoided attacking the museum. 

"You can read a lot into the 
silence,” the Financial Times quoted 
one person at the museum as 
saying. "There has been 
considerable restraint at the heart of 
the Greek state." 

A museum insider was quoted as 
speculating that it was a sign Athens 
thought a deal was close. The 
"Parthenon partnership" would 
involve the museum shipping a third 
or more of the Marbles to Greece 
for an agreed period. Greece would 
send treasures to London not 
previously seen at the museum. 


tracted it. The piece was catalogued at 
the museum. In total Gradel bought 
about 70 items from the eBay account, 
although he could prove only that three 
of them were catalogued by the 
museum. He suspects the others were, 
too, but that they had not been record- 
ed properly. 

He reported his findings to Jonathan 
Williams, deputy director of the 
museum, in February 2021, this time 
naming the seller. The email was 
acknowledged, but by June he had 
heard nothing. In July Williams replied, 
saying: "The objects concerned are all 
accounted for and with no suggestion 
of any wrongdoing on behalf of any 
member of museum staff. The investi- 
gation ... found that procedures are ro- 
bust and the collection is protected." 

Gradel was furious. He knew the 
items were accounted for, partly 
because he had returned one of them 
and because another had been retrac- 
ted from sale. He continued to pursue 
the matter. 

In October 2022, through a mutual 
friend, he emailed Sir Paul Ruddock, a 
trustee of the museum, who described 


itas "disturbing news". Ruddock passed 
the email to George Osborne, the 
former chancellor who is now chair- 
man of the museum, who showed it to 
Fischer, writing: "It goes without saying 
that these are very serious allegations. 
Could you provide me with a detailed 
response to assure me that the matter 
has been thoroughly investigated, with 
a timeline, and let me know what the 
conclusions have been.” 

Fischer replied to Ruddock that 
"thereis no evidenceto substantiatethe 
allegations". Gradel was crestfallen. In 
January this year he wrote to Osborne: 
“T love the BM (whatever my feelings 
for the present director and deputy dir- 
ector and the way they have brushed 
me off) and am adamant in pursuing 
what I see as my duty to the institution 
(inits ideal or more Platonic sense); and 
I unwaveringly believe I am entitled to 
some sort of an explanation here.” 

Osborne replied that the allegations 
were “being looked at”, but after 
months with no development, Gradel 
took "the nuclear option" and sent his 
allegations to the police and the press. 
“Tt was the only option I had left.” 

It seems to have worked. After 
Fischers resignation, Osborne has 
given an interview in which he said the 
museum is in the process of getting the 
items back. Among those will be a 
second trove of 150 items that were 
purchased by Gradel for £20,000 and 
which he believes were also stolen. 

In 2008 he was contacted by a friend, 
Rolf von Kiaer, who had been in touch 
by email with an elderly man who had 
relics for sale. The pieces were similar 
to those that years later were discov- 
ered to be missing from the museum 
and included Roman glass gems and 
casts of stone cameos from about IBC. 

Gradel said: "When we figured out 
about the other theft, Rolf and I went 
back to the previous purchase and we 
believe that they were also stolen, too." 

Gradelsaid von Kiaer had been asked 
by the police not to speak about it and 
he did not comment when contacted by 
The Times. 

The British Museum said it could not 
comment on security arrangements. 
Letters, page 22 
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Footballer's stolen Ferrari is found in container bound for Dubai 


Mario Ledwith 


Two Premier League footballers have 
been reunited with their stolen luxury 
cars after police found the vehicles 
hidden in shipping containers that were 
due to be exported to Dubai. 

The Ferrari and Range Rover Sport 
belonged to two unnamed stars, who 
have more than 100 international caps 
between them. 

The cars were stolen separately in 
neighbouring counties earlier this year 
and were discovered by specialist inves- 


tigators in London Gateway port in 
Thurrock, Essex. 

Essex polices stolen vehicle intelli- 
gence unit (SVIU), which located the 
vehicles, said that it had discovered 517 
cars and parts worth £16 million so far 
this year. 

There has been a huge increase in car 
thefts across the country, with criminal 
gangs routinely targeting affluent 
areas. The Office for National Statistics 
recorded 130,389 vehicle thefts last year 
— an increase of 25 per cent compared 
with 2021. Criminals often target high- 


value vehicles that can be whisked 
away in minutes and transported out of 
the country, sometimes intact or some- 
times in parts. 

Officers from SVIU said that thieves 
deploy anumber of tactics once cars are 
stolen, sometimes seeking to sell vehi- 
cles for significantly under the market 
value or stripping them. If vehicles are 
shipped overseas to the Middle East or 
Africa, they can be sold for two to three 
times their value in the UK. 

Thieves or handlers of stolen vehi- 
cles may also use false or cloned identi- 


ties to sell them on to unsuspecting 
members of the public in the UK. 

One of the footballers praised the 
SVIU’s work in recovering the cars, 
which are believed to have been fitted 
with high-tech tracing systems, when 
he went to the team’s base to be re- 
united with his vehicle. 

PC Phil Pentelow, who works with 
the team, said: “He was genuinely 
thankful and taken aback by the 
lengths we had gone to. His car was 
clearly very dear to him, and he was 
very impressed with the service he'd 


had from the police. Even though he 
plays for one of my team’s biggest rivals, 
he was a nice guy and down to earth. It 
was good to help him.” 

Details about how the officers traced 
the cars have not been revealed by 
Essex police. 

The force launched Operation Igni- 
tion this summer in the hope of target- 
ing the criminal gangs behind vehicle 
thefts. Manufacturers including Jaguar 
Land Rover, Ford, BMW and Mercedes 
have also provided the unit with help on 
how to improve vehicle security. 


The abusers 
are back, says 
‘vindicated’ 
huntswoman 


Jonathan Ames Legal Editor 


The teacher acquitted of beating her 
horse has said she is happy to be getting 
her life back on track despite a torrent 
of abuse from animal welfare activists. 

Sarah Moulds has continued to 
receive distressing messages online 
despite having been acquitted by a jury 
of kicking and slapping a pony called 
Bruce Almighty in 2021. 

She was cleared on Friday after a 


three-day trial at Lincoln crown court 
of charges under animal welfare legis- 
lation in a private prosecution brought 
by the RSPCA. 

Moulds, 39, lost her job as a teacher at 
a primary school in Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire, after a video emerged of 


her kicking and slapping the pony. 

She said that after the video was 
released online her family had 
received death threats, includ- 7, 
ing one in a Christmas card + 
delivered to her home. 

She had maintained that the 
video was taken out of con- 
text. Speaking outside 
court on Friday, Moulds 
said the verdict had vindi- 
cated her. But over the 
weekend she said that 
internet abuse that had 
started when the video 
emerged had been 
reignited by the not 
guilty verdict. 

"The online abusers | 
are back,” Moulds told | 
The Mail on Sunday. She V 
said that before the trial 


Sarah Moulds was filmed 
kicking and slapping a horse 


a+ 


started she had suffered “horrific” abuse 
and a “trial by social media”. 

She said that many critics were 
“unhappy with the outcome of the trial. 
The hate from hunt saboteurs has 
started all over again.” However, she 
said she was nonetheless “rebuilding 
my life, and happily getting it back on 
track”. 

Moulds, a mother of two, said she was 
teaching at another school and that the 
parents of children at her former school 
in the village of Somerby had been 
supportive. 

Despite the verdict, Twitter/X 
remained awash with criticism of 
Moulds and the criminal justice 
process. One anonymous commenta- 
tor said she had been acquitted because 
of a “clearly corrupt judge [and] jury”. 
Another, posting under the name 
Lucille McGhee, said the case was an 
“example of laws not applying to the 
wealthy. It was clear animal cruelty. We 
all saw it”. 

The video that triggered the private 
prosecution under the Animal Welfare 
Act 2006 was filmed by a hunt saboteur, 
but Moulds was ultimately cleared of 
causing unnecessary suffering to a 
protected animal. 

The jury acquitted her after deliber- 
ating for five hours. The court had been 
told that the teacher had “disci- 
plined” the horse after several 
hours of riding with the Cottes- 

more Hunt, one of Britain’s 
oldest foxhound packs, near 
Gunby in Lincolnshire. 

The pony had unexpect- 
edly started moving into a 
road while a child was 
holding its lead rope. 
After telling the child to 
drop the rope, Moulds 
said she intended to 
"briefly shock” the 
animal and that her 
action was a propor- 
tionate response. 

Moulds said it was 

“profoundly troubling 
that ... misinformation 
can spread like wildfire, 
leading to premature 
judgments and jeopar- 
disingthelives and careers 
of innocent individuals". 


JOHNNY STEPHENS 


Flat plastic 
wine bottles 
are shape of 
the future 


oxed wines and 
plastic bottles 
may once have 
been associated 
with cheap 
plonk but a new range of 
fine wines is trying to 
change that (Emma 
Yeomans writes). 
The Wine Society, 
the world's oldest 
co-operative wine club, is 
selling four of its most 
popular wines in 
recycled, flat bottles 
made out of polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) 
plastic, in a bid to reduce 
its carbon footprint. 
Dom de Ville, head of 
sustainability for the 
company, said that the 
manufacture and disposal 
of glass bottles accounted 
for nearly a third of the 
Society's total carbon 
footprint, which it has 
pledged to halve by 2032. 
In a bid to find 
sustainable alternatives, 
it launched a study 
examining what 
packaging would reduce 
the carbon load without 


affecting wine quality. He 
said: “The recycled PET 
bottle, along with bag-in- 
box, came out as one of 
the better options to trial 
from an overall carbon 
perspective. Its shape and 
light weight also means it 
takes less space and 
energy to transport." 

Having started a trial of 
bag-in-box wines in April, 
the society is now 
experimenting with four 
“member-favourite” 
wines in plastic bottles 
this summer. The bottles 
are made entirely from 
recycled plastic and can 
themselves be recycled in 
every local authority in 
the country. 

De Ville said: “There is 
no perfect packaging 
material, they all have 
their pros and cons. We 
recognise of course that 
the world has a plastic 
pollution problem, and 


we certainly don't want to 
contribute to that, but at 
the same time we have a 
climate crisis we all need 
to act on.” 

The bottles have also 
been tested by other wine 
producers and 
distributors. Banrock 
Station, one of the largest 
Australian wine 
producers sold in the UK, 
has started selling wine 
from similar flat, plastic 
bottles. Packamama, 
which designed the 
bottles, said that it 
worked with ten wine 
brands including 
Banrock, Cháteau 
Galoupet and Hardys 
Wines. 

Ronan Sayburn, chief 
executive of the Court of 
Master Sommeliers and 
formerly executive head 
sommelier for Gordon 
Ramsays restaurants, 
said that alternative 


How they compare 


Flat plastic wine bottles 
in a pack of 10 


Standard case of 12 wine 
glass bottles 


A 750ml plastic bottle uses 
40% less space and is 87% 
lighter than a glass bottle 


The Wine Society trialled 
the sale of four “member- 
favourite" wines in recycled 
plastic bottles in a bid to 
reduce its carbon load 


packaging was a great 
option for drinkers at 
home. "There will always 
be a need for glass 
bottles, especially at the 
higher end of the 
market," he said. If you're 
paying for a rather 
expensive bottle of wine 
which you want to lay 
down, you want to age it 
for a long time, then 
under glass and cork is 
still the best way. But 
probably 95 per cent of 
the wine which is 
produced is drunk within 
a year of being bottled. 
Often it's bought on the 
same day and drunk on 
the same evening." 
Other forms of 
alternative wine 
packaging, including 
cans, bag-in-box 
packaging or even Tetra 
Pak cartons were great 
ideas, he said, adding: “If 
more wine-makers were 
doing better bag-in-box, I 
think it would have a 
better reputation.” 
Smarter consumption is the 
way to net zero, Edward 
Lucas, page 20 
Old wine in new bottles, 
leading article, page 23 
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Police are reviewing 
The One Show after 
Chris Packham smelt 
a goshawk chick 


the filming caused any 
additional disturbance is 
difficult to measure but the 
BBC might have been able 
to request permission from 
Natural England, which is 
ultimately responsible for 
wildlife licensing. No such 
licence has been located, it 
is understood. 

An amateur shooting 
enthusiast who complained 
to Hampshire police told 
The Times: “Licences are in 
place for the welfare of 
birds for a very good 
reason. Chris Packham was 
potentially disturbing the 
goshawks.” 

The BBC is understood to 
consider that Packham was 
actively helping with the 
activities of ringing, 
measuring and weighing, all 
under trained supervision. 
The BBC'5 position is that it 
did not interrupt or delay 
the professionals’ work. 

Andrew Stringer, head of 
environment and nature 
recovery for Forestry 
England, said: “All of the 
filming was carefully 
planned and overseen by a 
colleague with more than 
35 years of experience and 
the birds’ welfare was 
always the priority.” 

He said the organisation 
had not been contacted by 
the police and added: “This 
programme came along to 
film important work that 
we already had planned to 


BBC star faces 
police inquiry 
for sniffing a 
bird of prey 


he TV presenter 
Chris Packham 
has been reported 
to police after he 
sniffed a wild 
chick on the BBC (Dominic 
Kennedy writes). The 
environmental campaigner 


was celebrating the return 
of goshawks, a bird of prey, 
to breed and was filmed on 
The One Show posing with 
three of their young. 
Specialist rural crime 
officers are reviewing a 
possible offence under a law 
that treats goshawks as a 
protected species. 
Packham, 62, has become 
a polarising figure with his 
support for Just Stop Oil 
and Extinction Rebellion, 
along with his outspoken 
opposition to hunting and 
concerns about grouse 


shooting. Packham had 
promoted his appearance 
with the chicks on social 
media in June, writing: 
“Tonight on The One Show 
I get up close and very 
personal with some New 
Forest Goshawks!” 

He was seen by millions 
of viewers sniffing a chick 
to experience its 
“characteristic scent or 
perfume” after the birds 
had been weighed, sexed 
and ringed in biometric 
tests. The complaint centres 
on whether the BBC had a 


licence in place to disturb 
rare species. 

Goshawks may be 
removed from their nests 
for scientific and 
conservation purposes, and 
the ringer was operating 
under a permit issued by 
the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO). This 
allowed activities related to 
ringing, such as recording 
biometrics. Ringers are also 
permitted to photograph 
birds “provided that this 
causes no disturbance or 
any other harm”. Whether 


do as part of a long-term 
scientific study and we had 
discussed it with the British 
Trust for Ornithology.” 

Hampshire police said: 
“We received a report on 
July 2 relating to an alleged 
offence under the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 
and it is currently being 
reviewed by our 
Countrywatch team.” 

The BBC said: “The One 
Show had permission to 
film and followed all 
protocols around filming 
wildlife.” 


Murder is 
suspected as 
body found 
near cliff path 


Nadeem Badshah 


Detectives have opened a murder 
investigation after partial human 
remains were found in a seaside town. 

A member of the public found the 
remains beside a cliff path in under- 
growth at Boscombe in Bournemouth. 
They alerted the police at 1.10pm on 
Saturday after making the discovery 
next to the Manor Steps zig-zag path. 

It is unclear how long the remains 
had been there but the police believe 
they were left there by whoever was 
responsible for the death. It is not yet 
known if the victim is male or female 
and the police are appealing for any 
information. 

Detective Inspector Neil Third, of 
Dorset polices major crime investi- 
gation team, said: “We are treating this 
as a murder investigation and our 
inquiries are ongoing to establish the 
identity of the deceased and the cir- 
cumstances surrounding their death. 

“I am appealing to anyone with any 
information regarding this matter, or 
who has seen any suspicious activity 
aroundthe area ofthe Manor Steps zig- 
zag in Boscombe in recent days, to 
please inform police. 

"Any information, images or other 
material can be uploaded to the major 
incident public portal that has been set 
up. A cordon remains in place at the 
scene while further detailed inquiries 
areconducted and I would liketo thank 
members of the public for their 
patience and understanding while this 
is in place. 

"There will continue to be an in- 
creased police presence in the vicinity 
and officers can be approached by 
members of the public with any infor- 
mation or concerns." 

Officers have cordoned off the con- 
crete footpath, which runs down the 
100ft sloping cliff, as well as access to it. 

Forensics officers were spotted yes- 
terday walking up and down the foot- 
path that leads to the main seafront 
promenade. 

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact Dorset police or the independ- 
ent charity Crimestoppers. 


Warning over trophy hunting ban 'ignored' 


Geraldine Scott Political Reporter 


The government has been accused of 
ignoring advice on trophy hunting as 
more than 150 experts said that it could 
help conservation efforts. 

Thérése Coffey, the environment 
secretary, promised this month that the 
government would do “all we can" to 
ensure that a ban on trophy hunting 
imports became law. 

However, internal documents show 
that the government's own advisers 
said the ban “might have unintended 
and perverse consequences for wildlife 
conservation". 

The Hunting Trophies (Import 
Prohibition) Bill, which has already 
cleared the Commons, is in danger of 
being frustrated by peers backing an 
amendment that would bring in a test 
to show whether imports had helped 
conservation efforts. 

The bill, if it is passed, will ban the 
imports of hunting trophies from 
thousands of species, including lions, 
elephants and giraffes, into the UK. But 


the Joint Nature Conservation Com- 
mittee, a public body that advises min- 
isters, said in documents seen by The 
Timesthat although "poorly managed" 
trophy hunting had negative ecological 
impacts, there were circumstances in 
which it helped communities. 

"The evidence suggests that well- 
managed and sustainable trophy 
hunting currently plays an important 
part in biodiversity conservation as it 
provides both incentives for habitat and 
species conservation and financial and 
social benefits to local communities,” 
the committee said. "In the absence of 
trophy hunting in Africa, wildlife 
populations and local communities are 
likely to suffer, and human-wildlife 
contact may increase. 

"Overall, we do not see any evidence 
which suggests that an overall ban on 
trophy hunting is warranted; indeed 
much of the evidence suggests that 
such a ban might have unintended and 
perverse consequences for wildlife 
conservation." 

The trophy hunting ban has support 


from celebrities such as Ricky Gervais, 
Sir Brian May, Ed Sheeran and Dame 
Joanna Lumley. 

The killing of Cecil the lion by a 
trophy hunter in Zimbabwe in 2015 
prompted global outrage against the 
industry. But celebrities have been 
accused of ^neocolonialism" by African 
leaders, and some peers have said that 
thelegislation is a "triumph of emotion 
over reason". 

Morethan 150 scientists have written 
to Rishi Sunak, the prime minister, and 
Coffey, accusing them of ignoring the 
Science and urging them to back a 
conservation amendment when the bill 
returns to the Lords. 

They wrote: “Trophy hunting is nota 
black-and-white ethical issue but the 
weight of evidence demonstrates over- 
all conservation benefit. 

"Many ofus dislikethe activity, but as 
conservation professionals, our job is to 
be driven by the evidence, rather than 
any personal feelings." 

The scientists, who have also written 
to The Times, argue that habitat loss 


and poaching are "greater threats" to 
wildlife and can be mitigated by trophy 
hunting. 

A spokesman for the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
said that the department stood by the 
bill. “We are supporting the hunting 
trophies bill, which will deliver on the 
manifesto commitment to ban the 
import of hunting trophies from 
endangered animals. 

^We have considered views and 
evidence from all sides ofthe debate but 
recognise the legitimate concern at the 
thought of hunters bringing back 
trophies from endangered animals. 

“This is why the ban will be one of the 
toughest in the world and play an 
important part in helping reverse the 
decline of wildlife. We will do all we can 
to support its swift passage through 
parliament.” 

The bill, which was introduced by the 
Conservative MP Henry Smith, has 
already cleared the Commons. But a 
group of peers have raised concerns 
and tabled amendments that threaten 


to derail the proposals. The bill will fall 
if it does not receive royal assent before 
the present parliamentary session 
ends. The new session will start with 
the King’s Speech on November 7. 

Smith, the MP for Crawley, said that 
opponents to the bill had made “spuri- 
ous arguments” about how trophy 
hunting helped conservation. 

The Tory peer Lord Mancroft, who 
opposes the proposals, said that the 
amendments had been tabled in an 
effort to “clean up” or clarify parts of the 
“badly drafted” bill. He acknowledged 
it was “very possible” that the amend- 
ments could halt the bill, and rated its 
chances at “less than 10 per cent”. 

Last week Claire Bass, senior director 
of campaigns and public affairs at the 
Humane Society International-UK, 
said: “There is a small and vocal group 
of pro-hunting peers doing their best to 
wreck this bill, but we need the govern- 
ment to remain focused on the almost 
90 per cent of the public who want this 
ban on the import of hunting trophies.” 
Letters, page 22 
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Curator aghast at castles cleaning routine 


Jack Malvern 


Staff at a stately home in Leicestershire 
that doubled as Windsor Castle for 
filming The Crown have been described 
as irresponsible amateurs for using 
Brasso to polish antiques. 

Belvoir Castle, which also appeared 
in The Da Vinci Code as a papal resi- 
dence, posted a video on TikTok and 
Instagram to entice visitors. 

Yannick Chastang, a furniture con- 
servator, expressed disbelief that own- 
ersofastately home would allow clean- 
ers to use the corrosive cleaning agent. 

He told The Sunday Telegraph that 
Brasso, which contains ammonia, had 
long been banned by “any serious 
country house or workshop". 

The TikTok footage shows a woman 
rubbing Brasso into a 19th-century 
desk anda display cabinet alongsidethe 
caption: "Our annual spring clean is on! 


The footage shows a valuable antique 
cabinet being buffed up with Brasso 


What a mammoth task, thank you to 
the amazing housekeeping team here!" 

Chastang said the woman was apply- 
ing polish to a Boulle marquetry desk, 
named after the French cabinet maker 
André-Charles Boulle, which was one 
of three known examples. The others 
areinthe Royal Collection and Wallace 
Collection in London. They were made 
by Louis le Gaigneur, based in Britain, 
who specialised in brass inlaid furni- 
ture. 

"My conservator colleagues, 
curator friends and I were ap- 
palled,” Chastang said. "Brasso is 
made of oxalic acid, ammonia and 
abrasive powder. Ammonia is one 
of the most unstable chemical 
agents used on metal" 

Emma Schmuecker, a senior 
conservator for decorative arts at 
the Royal Oak Foundation Conser- 
vation Studio at the National Trust, 


said ammonia could cause stress corro- 
sion cracking and quickly strip away a 
thin gold surface. 

Chastang, who worked atthe Wallace 
Collection from 1997 to 2003 and now 
runs a specialist conservation studio, 
said: “On the video, you can see some of 
the marquetry missing. Some marquet- 
ry elements are unsafely moving while 

being polished and there are white 


- residues all over the marquetry.” 


A 


The castle did not respond to 
a request for comment but an 
insider told the Sunday Tele- 
graph that the video was post- 
edin February and that Brasso 
! was no longer used. 

Chastang said he had broad- 
| er concerns about conserva- 
If! tion work at the castle after a 
visit in which he saw a Boulle 
commode by Nicolas Sageot in 
a poor state of repair in a bath- 


room. “More than 70 per cent of the 
marquetry was missing due to the 
damp. It is irresponsible to use a Boulle 
commode in a bathroom." 

He said another rare Boulle desk was 
falling into disrepair. Similar desks 
havesoldforup to £3 million at auction. 

Bendor Grosvenor, an art historian 
and presenter of Britains Lost Master- 
pieces, said he was notan expert in Bou- 
Ile furniture but added: “Looks to me 
likethey're doing a grand job of keeping 
so many lovely things in good condition 
and available for the public to see. 
There's always a conservator some- 
where ready to criticise.” 

Chastang said Belvoir should copy 
other stately homes and have a dedi- 
catedteam of qualified conservators. He 
said Belvoir owned some of the finest 
examples of marquetry in the country. 
“[It deserves] proper conservation and 
not amateur cheap Brasso cleaning.” 


SN 


Dozens of royal staff 
expected to lose jobs 


he King is 
planning to cut 
“middle 
management” 
staff by about a 
fifth as part of an 
efficiency drive in the 
Royal Household, it has 
been claimed (Jack 
Malvern writes). 

The move would result 
in dozens of 
redundancies as the 
King and Queen seek to 
reduce overheads, a 
royal source told the 
Mail on Sunday. 

The King is widely 
reported to be aiming 
for a “slimmed-down 
monarchy” with fewer 
active members and a 
correspondingly smaller 
number of assistants. 

“There is a real feeling 
that the staffing at all 
the palaces is too 
heavy,” the source said. 

“There are far too 
many assistants to 
assistants. The King and 


there are chefs for them 
and chefs for the staff. 
Why, they ask, can’t 
there be one lot of 
kitchen staff for 
everyone?” 

The source said that 
the Queen wanted to 
have an active role in 
the changes: “Her 
Majesty cannot abide 
too many people doing 
the same jobs — senior 
housekeeper, executive 
housekeepers and 
juniors.” 

The Queen reportedly 
raised the matter with 
Vice-Admiral Sir Tony 
Johnstone-Burt, Master 
of the Household. 

The source added that 
the Queen stayed at 
Birkhall on the 
Balmoral estate rather 
than in the main castle. 

“She is dipping in and 
dipping out while the 
King is staying at 
Balmoral. She is staying 
at Birkhall, where she 
has a limited number of 


spoken publicly about 
slimming down the 


Duke of York and the 
Duke and Duchess of 


Kent and the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester 
are all due to retire. 


slimming. “I think 
“slimmed-down' was said 


PETER JOLLY/NORTHPIX 


comment. It doesn't 
sound like a good idea 
from where I'm 


Queen would prefer to monarchy and some Sussex have stepped in a day when there were 


pay people proper wages | loyal staff — her commentators say that back from royal In May the Princess a few more people standing." 
top to bottom but have people." this has already engagements.Princess Royal said that the around to make that Buckingham Palace 
less people. For instance, The King has never happened, given that the | Alexandra, the Duke of family needed no further | seem like a justifiable declined to comment. 


Love is in the air after drone display M&S cuts calorie count by 


Jonathan Ames 


A man in Yorkshire has proposed to his 
girlfriend by spelling out “Marry me" in 
a drone display at a fireworks contest. 

Megan Greenwood said that she was 
"shaking" with surprise when Rhys 
Whelan produced the personalised 
message in the sky at the Fireworks 
Championships at Newby Hall, Ripon, 
on Saturday. 

Whelan, 30, had arranged for a drone 
display that was set to the couples fa- 
vourite song, 6 Words, by the British 
rapper Jermaine Scott, who is better 
known as Wretch 32. 

The drones formed several love- 
themed images, including champagne 
bottles and hearts, before spelling the 
words “Marry me" and “Megan”. 

Greenwood, 27, then turned round to 
see Whelan on bended knee. Wretch 
32's 2014 song begins somewhat prosai- 


cally with the line "I can't sing but I 
wrote you a song", before moving more 
romantically to the thought ^I found 
my treasure in you". 

In the aftermath of the proposal, 
Greenwood, 27, said: ^I don't know what 


Megan Greenwood 
said that she was 
shaking after Rhys 
Whelan proposed 


my face looked like, but I know I defi- 
nitely started shaking." 

She said her fiancé “couldn't have 
done anything more perfect", and that 
the unorthodox proposal "definitely 
beat anything that I could imagine". 

The couple, from Eccleshill in Brad- 
ford, have been together for more than 


nine years and shared the moment with 
their friends and family. 

Whelan said he had been inspired to 
make the novel proposal, which took 
six months to arrange, after a previous 
visit to the championships and had 
been "absolutely terrified" in advance. 

"All the planning and preparation all 
of a sudden came down to five minutes 
worth of display," he said. 

Whelan added that he had “to time it 
the best I could but I think because of 
the nerves I was a bit premature going 
down on one knee, but it had the de- 
sired effect in the end". 

Preparations for the display were 
kept under wraps through a series of 
secret meetings. 

The couple said that they had not yet 
thought about the details of their wed- 
ding, but Whelan refused to rule out a 
further use of drones, saying: “We'll see 
— you never know.” 


selling tiny salads ‘for two’ 


Andrew Ellson 
Consumer Affairs Correspondent 


Marks & Spencer is selling “tiny” salads 
and pasta pots weighing as little as 180g 
yet claiming they are for two people. 

Experts said the practice appears to 
be a cynical attempt to make the lunch- 
time meals appear healthier by halving 
the amount of calories, fat, saturates, 
sugar and salt displayed on packaging. 

Alison Clark, a dietician at the British 
Dietetic Association, said: “This makes 
it seem like a more attractive option for 
health-conscious shoppers. 

“The intention seems to be to mislead 
consumers into perceiving the product 
as healthier than it truly is,” she told 
The Sunday Telegraph. There are 
several examples of small salads in the 


“food on the go” section of M&S stores. 
The £3.30 meals are all 80g to 200g and 
are sold as a main in the meal deal for 
£5.50. Some packs are even labelled for 
four people to share. 

Dr Kawther Hashem, the campaign 
lead at Action on Sugar, said: “Food 
companies should have sensible and 
clear nutrition labelling and, to avoid 
confusion, be realistic about what con- 
stitutes the average portion size.” 

Marks & Spencer said: “These salads 
are primarily designed as a side for a 
main meal but are also a popular choice 
with customers for lunch, so we include 
them in our lunchtime meal deal. 

“We always display servings and nu- 
tritional information clearly on pack so 
customers can make informed choi- 
ces.” 


Rusty relic 
is restored 
to a dream 
machine 


classic Aston 
Martin which 
languished in 
a French field 
for 20 years 
has been lovingly 
restored to its heyday 
glory (Peter Chappell 
writes). 
The 1970 DB6 Mk2 
was driven to France 
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MAX WILLCOCK, ASTON SERVICE DORSET/BNPS 


The Aston Martin, far left, 
shook off 40 years of rust 
and dust during a three- 
year makeover. It is now 
back to its gleaming best 
and worth up to £500,000 


upgraded 4.2-litre 
engine is capable of 
150mph but it is not 
known how many miles 
were put on the clock in 
the 1970s as the car does 
not have its original 
odometer. 

It is now believed to 
be worth up to £500,000. 

Antony Forshaw, from 
the family-run Aston 
business set up near 
Ferndown in 1934, said: 
“When we got the 
Aston, it was so 
corroded and had so 
many holes in it it 
looked like Swiss cheese. 

“We changed the 
colour from scarlet red 
to mink and converted it 
to a left-wheel drive. 

“T believe the client 
initially planned to sell 


It rusted there for two 
decades before being 
moved to a garage in 
Lille, in the country’s 


and at the end of 2019 
had it transported back 
to Britain. There the 
specialists Aston Service 


wealthy Parisian 
property developer and 
classic car collector 
learnt about it over a 


shortly after it was made | northeast. pint in the pub. Dorset carried out a 
but left abandoned in a There it gathered dust He was so taken by £250,000 three-year 
field after its driver door | for another 20 years the car he paid an restoration. 

caught fire. before an unnamed undisclosed sum for it, The car was stripped 


to the chassis and 
converted into a left- 
hand-side drive for 
French roads. 
Significant repairs 
were carried out to the 
thin sheet steel section, 
focusing on the engine 


bay area, and the 
vehicle’s rear end. Its 
bodypaint has been 
changed from red to 
mink, a traditional 
Aston Martin shade, 
with a navy leather 
interior. The rebuilt and 


it, but he is so happy 
with the result Pm not 
so sure what his plans 
are now. 

“Prices do fluctuate 
but I would say it is 
worth about £500,000 
now.” 


Bigger cars leave us with no space to park 


Andrew Ellson 
Consumer Affairs Correspondent 


Britain has long had an obesity problem 
but now our cars are “supersizing” with 
us, according to research. 

The number of models that are too 
big for standard parking spaces has 
increased by 25 per cent over the past 
five years, with luxury models from 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Land Rover 
among the trickiest to park. 

The study of car sizes by the consum- 
er group Which? found that 161 models 
were now longer than the standard 
space, which measures 4.8m by 2.4m. A 
dozen of these exceed the limit by more 
than 30cm. In 2018, only 129 models 
were too long. 

Width is also a problem with 27 mod- 
els too wide to comfortably open their 


doors in a standard space, which was 
defined by Which? as cars giving pas- 
sengers less than 22cm leeway each 
side when parked perfectly. 

The widest car is the Land Rover 
Discovery, which measures 2.07m 
across, leaving passengers with a mere 
16cm in which to wiggle out. That's little 
more than the height of an iPhone 14 
Plus. The second widest is a Range 
Rover at 2.04m followed by the Jaguar 
I-Pace at 2.01m. 

The width measurements do not take 
into account wing mirrors so in reality 
parking could be 
even harder. 


The BMW i7 
is too long 
for typical 
spaces 


When it comes to length, BMW is the 


worst offender, with its i7 the longest Massive motors 


model at 5.39m. This makes the car 
59cms longer than the standard-sized 
bay. Several other models in the newer 
BMW range will stick outtoo, including 
the X7 the7 Series Plug-in Hybrid, and 
the 8 Series Gran Coupe. 

The second longest car is the Nissan 
Navara at 5.3m, followed by the Mer- 
cedes Benz S Class Hybrid at 5.25m. 

Which? says the growing size of cars, 
which has been dubbed "autobesity", 
means their owners are at increased 
risk of expensive scratches and bumps. 
Larger cars also make navigating 
many car parks, particularly 
multi-storeys, a challenge 
Sa because they weren't de- 
W signed for such big vehi- 
f cles. Passing points on 


Longest car: BMW i7 (20222) 


4.8m 


Widest car: Land Rover 
Discovery (2017) 


Keep an eye on 
the latest news 


Gok Wan and Mel C with Suzan Smith, a 


narrow country lanes are also some- 
times now not wide enough to let two 
big cars pass. 

Natalie Hitchins, the home products 
and services editor of Which?, said 
"Cars are getting larger and larger, and 
whilethis might mean a more comfort- 
able driving experience, it could be a 
problem when it comes to squeezing in- 
to a parking space. While some car 
parks are introducing wider bays it 
wont be the case everywhere, and 
some drivers might struggle getting 
parked up in certain locations." 

The British Parking Association says 
multi-storeys are not easily adaptable 
because rebuilding is too costly. A 
spokesman added: “A good car park will 
have the right balance of capacity and 
efficiency, as cramming in lots of small 
bays is obviously counter-productive.” 
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Laughter is good for the heart as well as the soul 


Eleanor Hayward 
Health Correspondent, Amsterdam 


Laughter may be the best medicine for 
heart disease, research has indicated 
after scientists in Brazil carried out the 
first clinical trial to examine whether 
“laughter therapy” cuts the risk of heart 
attack and stroke. 

Watching comedy and having a 
giggle were found to be good for the 
heart, reducing signs of inflammation 
and increasing its capacity to pump ox- 
ygen around the body. 

Doctors at a conference in the Neth- 
erlands said all heart disease patients 
should be encouraged to “have a good 


laugh” at least twice a week, and the 
NHS could offer laughter therapy or 
comedy nights to some of the 7.6 mil- 
lion Britons with the disease. 

The study involved 26 adults with an 
average age of 64 who had had a diag- 
nosis of coronary artery disease, caused 
by fatty substances building up on the 
wall of the blood vessels that supply the 
heart. 

Half were asked to watch two hour- 
long comedy programmes each week, 
including sitcoms. The other half 
watched two serious documentaries 
every week, about topics such as poli- 
tics or the Amazon rainforest. 

Over the 12-week study the comedy 


group recorded a 10 per cent improve- 
ment in their VO? max, a measurement 
of how much oxygen the heart can 
pump. A measure of how well arteries 
can expand also improved. 

The group also took blood tests to 
measure biomarkers that indicate how 
clogged arteries are. The laughter 
group had significant reductions, re- 
ducing their risk of heart attack or 
stroke. 

Professor Marco Saffi, of the Hospi- 
tal de Clinicas de Porto Alegre in Brazil, 
the report’s lead author, said: “Laughter 
therapy increased the functional capa- 
city of the cardiovascular system. It re- 
duces the thickening of the arteries. 


This study found that laughter therapy 
is a good intervention that could help 
reduce inflammation and the risk of 
heart attack and stroke. Laughter ther- 
apy could be implemented in institu- 
tions and health systems like the NHS. 

“It does not have to be TV pro- 
grammes: people with heart disease 
could be invited to comedy evenings, or 
encouraged to enjoy fun evenings with 
friends and family. People should try to 
do things that make them laugh at least 
twice a week.” 

Saffi said that laughter increased 
endorphins, the “happy hormone” that 
reduces inflammation and blood pres- 
sure. Laughter also suppressed stress 


hormones such as cortisol, which put 
strain on the heart, and lowered adren- 
aline levels. 

The NHS already offers “laughter 
yoga” to GPs’ patients in Bristol and 
Coventry as part of a social-prescribing 
pilot scheme to improve wellbeing. In 
future such schemes could be targeted 
at those with heart disease, which caus- 
es 160,000 deaths a year. 

Professor James Leiper, of the British 
Heart Foundation, said: “It’s encourag- 
ing to see that something so simple and 
widespread could benefit our health, 
but more research is needed to deter- 
mine whether laughter alone led to the 
improvements seen.” 
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Don't look down Rodney Bell, a disabled artist, and choreo 
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P. T - ou E 
grapher Chloe Loftus are 


mesmerising in their show The Air Between Us at Greenwich Park in south London 


NHS offers extra help for 
under-40s with diabetes 


Eleanor Hayward 
Health Correspondent 


The NHS is to offer weight-loss 
programmes for under-40s with type 2 
diabetes as a record number of younger 
adults develop the disease. 

In the UK, 148,000 people aged 
between 18 to 39 have what medical 
orthodoxy has regarded as a condition 
of middle age. 

Cases of type 2 diabetes in under-40s 
have risen faster in Britain than any- 
where else in the world, increasing five- 
fold since 1990. 

The new scheme is the first to target 
this group who are at high risk of deadly 
complications including kidney failure, 
heart attack and stroke. 

Younger patients will be offered extra 
one-to-one reviews and support, plus 
the option of new weight-loss drugs. 
Treatments could include Ozempic, a 
weekly injection available on the NHS 
to treat type 2 diabetes. It is, however, in 


short supply globally because of its off- 
label use as a drug for the overweight. 

Patients will also have the option of 
al2-week “soup and shakes" diet, which 
has been proven to put type 2 diabetes 
into remission. 

Early-onset type 2 diabetes is a more 
aggressive form of the disease. 
Research shows that life expectancy 
falls by 11 years on average in those who 
develop it at 20, compared with a 
reduced life expectancy of two years 
when given a diagnosis at 65. 

Professor Jonathan Valabhji, 
national clinical director for diabetes 
and obesity said: "Type 2 diabetes in 
people under 40 is a growing problem 
globally. We know this age group is 
least likely to complete vital annual 
health checks. The programme will 
provide targeted intervention." 

Chris Askew, chief executive of Dia- 
betes UK, said the programme was a 
“vitally important" step to improving 
care for younger people with diabetes. 
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Rattle lets the music 
do all the talking in 
his virtuoso farewell 


Proms Neil Fisher 


LSO/Rattle 
Royal Albert Hall 
tok tok 


The competition will close at midnight on Monday 4th September 2023, entrants will be in with a chance of winning a seven-night European cruise aboard a Riviera River 
cruise ship based on two people sharing a standard cabin. Full T&Cs and details of the trip can be found at: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/money-mentor/awards/ 


TRAVEL 


t certainly hasn't been dull. 
Simon Rattle’s six-year tenure as 
music director of the London 
Symphony Orchestra has 
encompassed the rise and fall of 
a new concert hall in London (the 
aborted Centre for Music), a 
worldwide pandemic that emptied 


MARK ALLAN 


The London Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Sir Simon Rattle, 

perform Mahler's Symphony No 9 
at the Royal Albert Hall yesterday 


our auditoriums, and — just this past 
spring — a dramatic soapbox 
moment when Britains most 
celebrated conductor warned in The 
Times that Arts Council England and 
the BBC were operating a “pincer 
movement" against classical music. 

Yet the music was left to do the 
talking at this, Rattle's last concert 
with the LSO as gaffer (his successor 
is another British knight, Antonio 
Pappano). And it spoke with all the 
rapturous intensity that distinguishes 
Rattle’s finest performances. 

First, in emphatic reminder of 
Rattle’s solidarity with the 
beleaguered — hopefully now saved 
— BBC Singers, Rattle led the group 
in Poulenc’s Figure humaine, reprising 
the rendition of the piece that Rattle 
and the singers gave in April at the 
Barbican. If it’s an austere work in 


texture — scored a cappella, the 
cantata was written by Poulenc 
during the Nazi occupation of Paris 
— it burns with emotion: part 
lament, part supplication, part 
victory cry. You could sense the 
capacity crowd leaning in to grasp 
the nuances teased out by the BBC’s 
elite vocal ensemble. 

For the main event, Rattle had 
fittingly chosen a farewell to match 
his own goodbye. Mahler’s Ninth was 
the composer’s last completed 
symphony, and an elegiac spirit is 
baked into the work’s still challenging 
combination of bitterness, 
resignation and resolution. 

Rather than surrender to the 
morbidity, the surprise was how 
much light Rattle found to 
illuminate the way. He teased out 
the huge paragraphs of the first 
movement lyrically, organically, as 
if it was music being willed out of 
the earth. The eerie dances of the 
second movement had a 
hallucinatory, even affectionate 
flavour, and the Rondo-Burleske a 
zany brilliance. There was virtuosic 
and chameleonic playing from 
the LSO, particularly the horns 
(whether velvety or raucous), ghostly 
timpani and the piercingly eloquent 
flautist Gareth Davies. 

Night falls in the end, of course — 
in a finale where a desolate, 
valedictory theme drifts around the 
orchestra, like a nightmare version of 
pass the parcel, and the music 
somehow just seems to dissolve. 
Impressive as so many of Rattle and 
the LSO’s collaborations have been, 
I've heard them do nothing better 
than this, as the violins silkily, 
seamlessly eked out the symphony’s 
last breaths. The silence that 
followed — from a stunned audience 
— was almost as remarkable. 

On BBC Sounds and on BBC2 
on Wednesday 


Three-day week lets students work 


Mario Ledwith 


Universities are introducing three-day 
weeks to give students more time for 
part-time jobs. 

Course schedules are being 
condensed into a few days rather than 
being spread across the week in an 
effort to help students struggling in the 
cost of living crisis. Vice-chancellors 
hope that compact timetables will 
allow more students to take on jobs to 
subsidise their education. 

A recent study found that more than 


half of university students are doing 
paid work during term time, the first 
time the proportion has been so high. 

The Higher Education Policy 
Institute research found that 55 per 
cent of students had jobs, compared 
with 45 per cent the previous year. 
Seventy-six per cent said that the cost 
of living squeeze had negatively 
affected their studies. 

Education chiefs believe that the 
move could also benefit students who 
live with their families by reducing the 
need to travel to campus every day. 
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Treat politicians as liars and you learn nothing 


assumptions and discovering why good intentions can have bad results 


Grilling leaders effectively means dropping lazy 


Trevor 
Phillips 


@TREVORPTWEETS 


t’s not that hard to see part of the 

solution to Britain's tight labour 

market. Employers can't find 

enough staff. Pensioners can't find 

enough cash. Time for bosses to 
embrace flexibility and open their 
minds, and their doors, to the older 
worker. And, says Mel Stride, the 
work and pensions secretary, we, the 
over-60s, need to get on our e-bikes 
and start delivering pizzas. 

Mel would be proud of me and my 
new employer. Next week I start a 
new part-time gig, delivering current 
affairs with your morning coffee as 
the host of Sky News's Sunday 
Morning with Trevor Phillips, 
replacing my friend Sophy Ridge, 
who is moving on to bigger and 
better things on the network. TIl be 
holding on to my Times column, 
obviously. In the gig economy, a few 
too many customer complaints could 
see you out on your ear at a day's 
notice. But for my employers, the 
low-risk senior hiring brings benefits. 

Thirty years ago B&Q, led by an 
enterprising executive, Kay Allen, 
staffed its Macclesfield branch 
entirely with over-50s. Profits went 
up by 18 per cent year-on-year and 
staff turnover dropped by more than 
80 per cent. Let's be frank. 
Traditional TV's most reliable 
audience — people over 65, who 
typically watch more than five hours 
a day — have recently noticed 
Netflix and are starting to drift away 
from the youth-obsessed linear 
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THE THRILL 


OF HORSE RACING 


channels. Perhaps the lesson from 
the B&Q experiment is being learnt 
in TV land. 

Of course, the job I'll be taking on 
is far less risky than weaving through 
the traffic on a scooter, and better 
rewarded than helping people select 
the right tool to trim their borders. 
But all of these roles require training, 
and that’s going to cost somebody. 

I have been lucky. More than four 
decades ago, I started my working 
life as a researcher on the team that 
made the most venerable of British 
political shows, ITV’s Weekend World. 
A few years later, faced with my own 
first big interview, I turned to the 
programmes star, Brian Walden, for 
advice. Amazingly, he booked a 
studio for an afternoon, played the 
role of interviewee and tutored me 
on how to get the best out of a guest. 
I got my first headlines the day after. 
As one Sky wag pointed out, my 
accession to the Sunday seat could 
be seen as the end of the longest 


Most officials went 
into public service 
wanting to do good 


apprenticeship in media history. 
Since Weekend World was launched 
in 1972, hosted by Peter Jay, the 
number of individuals who have had 
the privilege of hauling our rulers 
over the coals on weekend TV 
programmes has been strikingly 
small: just a dozen have held on to the 
role for more than one season. A few 
— Jonathan Dimbleby, David Frost 
and Robin Day — were already well 
known outside Westminster circles. 
The role turned others into 
household names — Walden, Andrew 
Marr and Adam Boulton. Yet the 
composition of the list is telling. In a 
reflection of what has, until recently, 


We specialise in syndicating thoroughbred racehorses, 


competing at the highest level 
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constituted political authority in the 
media mind, all of the major political 
interviewers before Ridge were 
white men. 

Mean-minded observers will snark 
that this seems even more peculiar 
given that the qualifications to host 
these programmes are less 
demanding than those required to 
work for Uber or Deliveroo. With the 
greatest respect to my colleagues, 
you don't have to look like Narcissus 
to get on Sunday morning telly: one 
critic who admired Walden 
complained that he had a voice like 
a buzzsaw. Some worry about 
political bias but I doubt anyone 
thought that Day (one-time Liberal 
candidate), Walden (former Labour 
MP) or Matthew Parris (former Tory 
MP) were less than rigorous. 
Everyone has views about style. Some 
favour the confrontational approach 
of a Walden; others think the 
deceptive affability of a Frost more 
revealing. But I think viewers should 
be more interested in the fact that the 
interrogators and the interrogated are 
more alike than any of us care to 
admit — and that both groups are 
increasingly unlike the viewers. 

In the period since Jay, there have 
been 12 prime ministers. Nine were 
men, nine studied at private or 
selective schools and nine were 
educated at an Oxbridge college. 
Among the 12 interviewers, 11 were 
male, 11 attended private or grammar 
schools and nine were at Oxbridge. 
Two PMs, James Callaghan and John 
Major, couldn't afford university. Just 
one of the TV types (the son of a 
Labour peer) went through a non- 
selective state school. 

The lack of diversity is not a trivial 
matter. The “killer” question to a rich 
politician about being out of touch 
feels less authentic when delivered 
by someone who is his mirror image 
in class terms. A debate between two 


REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Brian Walden’s adversarial approach 
to interviewing had many admirers 


straight men about gender identity is 
embarrassing — and therefore rarely 
takes place. 

Where the groups differ, a bit, is in 
professional backgrounds. The TV 
team all made their names in 
journalism or politics; our prime 
ministers can boast genuine variety 
in their professional backgrounds. 
Margaret Thatcher, famously, was a 
research chemist, though sadly it is a 
myth that she was part of the team 
that invented Mr Whippy. Harold 
Wilson and Gordon Brown were 
academics; Major, Theresa May and 
Rishi Sunak worked in finance. Of 
course, experience isn’t everything: 
Liz Truss qualified as a chartered 
accountant and became the economic 
director of a FTSE 100 firm. 

The next 18 months, as we 
approach a general election, will put 
all of us journalists to the test. The 
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outcome will revolve partly around 
what we reveal to voters about 
Sunak and Sir Keir Starmer. The PM 
has to convince the electorate he can 
somehow dislodge the albatross of a 
dysfunctional and exhausted Tory 
party from his neck; the Labour 
leader that having restored sanity to 
his party is not the limit of his 
ambition. Politicians these days are 
trained to regard interviews as 
Geoffrey Boycott regarded batting: 
an opportunity to remain at the 
crease for as long as possible while 
saying and doing as little as possible. 
As a result it has become 
fashionable for journalists to treat 
public officials with disdain, 
assuming that they are mendacious, 
stupid or selfish. I don't buy it. Most 
politicians are not Donald Trumps or 
Boris Johnsons. They go into public 
service wanting to do good, then 
discover that real politics is usually 
about deciding between bad and 
worse. One persons cleaner air is 
someone else's daily Ulez charge for 
the only car they can afford. One 
company’s employment of low-paid 
migrants to reduce costs may lower 
prices but means one less property 
available for the next young couple. 
Inequality is rife but money is scarce. 
Something somewhere has to give. 
The journalist's job is to discover 
why people of good intent make bad 
calls. The Jeremy Paxman “Why is 
this lying bastard lying to me?” 
school of thought may be great 
entertainment for political nerds but 
it does little to enhance our 
democracy. And the politicians love 
it: every minute spent protesting that 
they’re “a straight kinda guy” or “I 
never discuss my private life” is a 
minute that they don’t have to 
explain crumbling schools, the 
spiralling national debt or the million 
and more illegal immigrants who 
have disappeared into Britains cities. 
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Smarter consumption is the way to net zero 


We could buy ourselves vital time if we weren't so scandalously neglectful of energy efficiency 


@EDWARDLUCAS 


or a glimpse of our failure to 
deal with the climate crisis, 
step into a leafy mews off 
Hyde Park in London. The 
well-heeled homeowners 
there want to do their bit to save the 
planet, with energy-efficient 
windows, rooftop solar panels and 
heat pumps instead of gas boilers. 

In most countries, such efforts 
would be applauded, even subsidised. 
The faster that early adopters install 
new technology, the bigger the 
industry becomes, the wider the 
skills base and the easier and 
cheaper it becomes for the rest of us 
o follow in their footsteps. This 
should be particularly welcome in 
Britain, where the housing stock is 
he oldest and leakiest in Europe. 

But like much of central London, 
his mews is a conservation area, 
where minor, even invisible, tweaks 
to a building’s appearance must first 
gain case-by-case consent from the 
vigilant local council. A scroll 
hrough the mews-dwellers’ 
WhatsApp group reveals the 
frustration. “There are stunning 
repro double-glazed windows but it’s 
easier to split the atom than get 
approval,” says one resident. Solar 
panels must be a metre from the 
roofs edge — even for mansards that 
are already set back from the rest of 


the building. That rule reduces the 
available space, making the 
installation less worthwhile. 

For one resident, the frustration is 
professional as well as personal. 
Jonathan Maxwell runs a £2 billion 
investment fund that specialises in 
making energy efficiency a 
commercial — and therefore 
sustainable — proposition. He has just 
written a book on the issue, The Edge. 
But even he finds the bureaucracy 
around installing a rooftop heat pump 
costly and frustrating. “I don't flinch 
at a few thousand pounds for the 
pump,” he says, “but I do flinch at a 
few thousand pounds wasted on 
lawyers and planning consultants.” 

As the local Lib Dem parliamentary 


Instead of carrots 
and sticks, we have 
hurdles and marshes 


candidate, I have raised the 
conservation area problem with 
Westminster council. It says its hands 
are tied by national legislation that 
restricts any change to the outward 
appearance of a building in these 
areas. Yet in the face of a climate 
emergency, nitpicking is nuts. Few will 
care that conservation areas retain 
their centuries-old aesthetic when 
they are flooded by rising sea levels. 
The big point here is that 
government at all levels is failing to 
grasp the importance of energy 
efficiency, as the most neglected but 
vital part of our transition to net zero. 
Unlike building nuclear power 
stations, switching to sustainable 
aviation fuel or using new technology 


to scrub carbon from the atmosphere, 
this is something we can start on 
straight away. Every molecule of 
carbon dioxide that we don't emit into 
the atmosphere buys us a bit more 
time to make these other, bigger 
changes. But instead of carrots and 
sticks to get things moving, we have 
hurdles and marshes. 

The statistics in Maxwell's book are 
stunning. Energy, like food and water, 
is in increasingly short supply. But for 
all three of these, we waste most of 
what we are fighting over. Two thirds 
of the world’s energy, for instance, is 
lost before it reaches the point of use. 
Once it reaches its destination, even 
more is squandered: for example, in 
waste heat from big industrial 
facilities — or from charming but 
leaky old houses. 

This is both a market failure and a 
political one. In Britain, our 
government is the largest 
institutional customer and the 
biggest culprit when it comes to 
waste. The NHS, for example, has 
replaced fewer than half its 
lightbulbs with the most efficient and 
modern LEDs. Doing this would cost 
some £350 million upfront, Maxwell 
reckons, but would save about 
£100 million a year for the next ten 
to 15 years. 

Heating and cooling systems are 
another huge source of waste. For 
family reasons, I visit hospitals a lot. 
It infuriates me to see the windows 
open in the summer while the air- 
conditioning is humming (to get a 
nice breeze) and in the winter because 
the radiators are turned up too high. 
Complaints are met with a shrug. 

This is fixable. The people who 
work in buildings may have little 


idea about how to run them more 
efficiently. But others do. Maxwell 
started his business by betting a 
hotel manager in Monaco that he 
could save 30 per cent of its energy 
bill. He won. 

The model here could be called 
“keep the change”. The investor 
provides lighting, heating, cooling 
and ventilation as a service. By 
applying expertise and purchasing 
clout, they improve insulation and 
storage, optimising consumption. As 
waste plummets, so does the cost. 
There is no appreciable difference 
for the customer, only lower bills. 
The investor keeps the change. 
Bundle together residential 
properties and the same approach 
can work there, too. 

Frustratingly, the problem and its 
solution are so clear. Parliament's 
business, energy and industrial 
strategy committee published a 
report in 2019 that identified about 
£100 billion in potential savings from 
energy efficiency. That was before 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. The 
savings would be even greater now. 

Other countries (and the EU) are 
beginning to grasp this. But the lack 
of interest in Britain is stunning. 
Schools and universities are almost 
as bad as hospitals in their 
wastefulness but I never find 
students complaining. Our energy 
companies self-interestedly 
concentrate on the supply side: more 
consumption means more capacity, 
built with juicy subsidies from the 
taxpayer, and bigger profits. The 
demand side — rationalising the way 
we use energy — is neglected. 

We should be fuming about this. 
Instead, the planet bakes. 


Juliet Samuel Notebook 


Quick as a 
flash, our 
alpine trek 
was over 


recently had the novel 

experience of being stuck with no 

shelter at high altitude as a 

thunderstorm descended out of 

nowhere on to a mountain. At 
first, it was rather exciting. We were 
bathed in blinding flashes of light 
and the cracks of thunder above our 
heads grew deafening. Instinct told 
us to hurry but it was at least an 
hour’s walk to the cable car that 
would take us down. 

So we jogged. The thunderclaps 
grew louder; between them we could 
hear cows lowing and the jingling of 
the bells they wore around their 
necks. They were all on the move, 
following the path ahead of us across 
a sloping meadow. 

There were metal chairlift towers 
across the meadow and we assumed 
the lightning would strike them, if 
anything. Ahead of us, two Hasidic 
Jews were also making their way in 
the direction of the chairlift — there 
happened to be a large contingent 


visiting the same alpine town as us. 
But just after we caught up with the 
cows, we saw a thunderbolt strike the 
grass only 50 metres away, leaving 
behind it a plume of steam and smoke. 
It sent a shot of terror through us. 

So then, as if we were characters in 
a Jewish joke, we started rushing 
along the muddy path, two Jews, a 
gentile, a herd of cows and the 
two Hasids. Along we ran, 
weaving between the heifers 
and the puddles, the lightning 
crackling around us. 

At length, we reached the 
cable car station. Its 
electrics had been fried by 
a lightning bolt, so it 
was out of action for the 
time being. But gosh, 
what a relief just to get 
inside a building and sit 
down, knowing I wasn't 
about to be fried by the 
finger of God. 

Safely inside, we looked 
up the data. One ten-year 
study of the Austrian 
Alps found that 64 
people were struck by 
lightning, which, given 
the millions of visitors, 
gives low odds. But the 
study did not narrow its 
denominator down to 
the unlucky sods who 
happened to be out hiking 
through a shower of 


lightning bolts. One stat did jump 
out, though: for those struck, there 
was a 93 per cent survival rate. If only 
someone could tell the poor cows. 


Divine comedy 


treminds me of an actual Jewish 
| joke. A rabbi and his friend are 
playing golf. The friend is playing 
terribly and every time he misses a 
shot, exclaims: “God damn it, I’ve 
missed!” The rabbi is upset: “You 
must not keep taking God's 
name in vain!” he says, but his 
advice is ignored. Finally, on the 
last hole, the man misses again 
and once again curses God. 
Suddenly, a lightning bolt 
comes out of the heavens 
and fries the rabbi to a 
crisp. Theres a pause. 
Then a mighty voice 
exclaims from on 
high: “God damn it, 
Tve missed!” 


High stakes 


he Alps in summer, I 
T discovered, are full of 
e-bikers. There were 
broadly two categories: 
thrill-seekers and cruisers. 
The cruisers were often 
older or had children in 
tow and were taking 
bike-friendly paths 
along hairpin-bending 
roads they would 


never get up without some battery 
power. The thrill-seekers were getting 
cable cars uphill and then shooting 
down the mountain, often on narrow, 
cliff-edged rocky paths that the bike 
traffic is gradually carving into mini- 
velodromes. The effect on the hiking 
paths is dire but it has at least opened 
up a new stream of tourism revenue 
that may be sorely needed if the 
lower ski resorts stop getting reliable 
snowfall in winter. 

However, I couldn't help but think 
that the only thing worse than being 
stuck on a mountaintop in a 
thunderstorm would be to get stuck 
there with a very expensive metal 
bicycle. 


Chain reactionaries 


he Swiss Alps are studded with 
dl small and large hydroelectric 

plants, built because of coal 
supply problems during the Second 
World War. The country still has to 
import 70 per cent of its energy, but 
hydro supplies 14 per cent and is 
broadly reliable, assuming there's 
enough snow and rainfall. Its other 
main domestic generation is nuclear, 
a form of power repeatedly supported 
in single-issue referendums. Yet in 
2018 the government passed a 
package of energy measures that 
include plans to phase out nuclear 
entirely. It's nice to know, I suppose, 
that Britain isn't alone in its entirely 
self-defeating energy policy. 


Gas and electricity 
market needs more 
than a price cap 
Richard Neudegg 


ouseholds are having 
another challenging year, 
squeezed by inflationary 
pressures and historically 
high energy prices. 
Although Ofgems new energy price 
cap will mean household bills fall for 
three months from October, bills are 
still about 60 per cent higher than 
they were in 2021. We cannot allow 
the good news of stabilising wholesale 
energy prices to mask the urgent need 
to reform our energy retail market. 

Regulations have created a retail 
market with no meaningful 
competition. Consumers have very 
few options to find better energy deals, 
whether cheaper rates, locking in 
fixed prices or moving for better 
customer service. Suppliers are 
barred from offering cheaper tariffs 
specifically to win new customers due 
to the regulators ban on acquisition- 
only tariffs. The ban was designed to 
freeze discounting during the crisis. 
But now things are more stable, 
suppliers have no incentive to offer 
better prices to anyone. 

Nearly all of us have landed on the 
default tariff, which brings us back to 
the energy price cap itself. Ofgem’s 
CEO, Jonathan Brearley, recently 
labelled it a “blunt instrument" that 
struggles to respond to volatile 
prices, and he is right. The cap forces 
providers to buy energy in a very 
similar way, with similar hedging 
strategies. Ofgem’s calculations 
effectively decide how energy retail 
companies make their profits. There 
is neither freedom to innovate for 
suppliers nor decent long-term price 
certainty for customers. The 
outcomes are predictable. Suppliers 
have no real fear of losing their own 
customers and no incentives to 
innovate and offer cheaper, 
competitive deals that could bring 
prices down. 

Instead of regulating the exact 
price of energy every three months 
and banning cheaper deals, we should 
set the principle we want to achieve 
into regulation. An "energy fairness 
charter" could mandate all suppliers 
to offer a transparent standard tariff 
that represents fair value for money 
for households. Suppliers could be 
required to report on their pricing 
and cost structures to Ofgem to 
prove fairness. Crucially, this would 
give suppliers the freedom to do 
things differently from, and better 
than, their competitors. We also need 
to be pragmatic and get deeper, more 
targeted support to those who are 
most vulnerable, especially as 
another difficult winter approaches. 

Blunt interventions rarely work in 
the long term and current rules 
would not protect us if we faced 
another crisis. We must reform this 
system in a way that offers a 
meaningful level of protection for 
households and puts real pressure on 
suppliers to do better for customers. 


Richard Neudegg is director of 
regulation at Uswitch 
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Virtue still plays a role in a healthy society 


Glorifying individuality and private selfishness is not the best way to run a country, as Danny Kruger notes 


Libby 
Purves 


@LIB_THINKS 


tis not unusual to get the creeps 
when a politician says what their 
country means to them. 
Nostalgia forgives George Orwell 
for his glorious descriptions of 
English crowds’ “mild knobby faces, 
bad teeth and gentle manners” and 
even for those old maids bicycling to 
Holy Communion through the early 
morning mist. But it was harder to 
forgive John Major for quoting him. 
So there is startling bravery in 
Danny Kruger, even from the back 
benches, recklessly laying out 
dreams of equal beauty in his book 
Covenant: the New Politics of Home, 
Neighbourhood and Nation. He 
praises our “habits of good sense, 
fortitude, humility and humour”; 
our heroic hold on liberty and 
defiance of destructive 
intellectualism. Braver still, he 
predicts that our quarrelsome, 
selfish liberal individualism will fade 
and well-conducted “order” will 
return in a refitted modern form. 
“We will achieve what politics is for: 
a happy, because a virtuous people.” 
Virtuous? What? The word 


threaded through the book might 
seem odd from a man who stuck 
defensively close by Boris Johnson 
through all the latter’s sexual 
grubbiness, arrogant rule-breaking 
and dubious financial alliances and 
patronages. You might also, like 
Charlotte Ivers reviewing his book 
for The Sunday Times, find yourself 
uttering an audible grunt of surprise 
at some sentences. Kruger's 
“Marriage is the safest and best place 
for sex” felt, this new-generation 
critic says, like turning up at King’s 
Cross to find steam trains and a 
stationmaster in a peaked cap. Yet in 
the end, though startled by Kruger's 
unapologetic “faith, flag and family” 
values, she accepted that his vision is 
not only uplifting but coherent. 

So it is. Lay aside for a moment the 
author’s Brexitism and his take on 
abortion rights, and remember 
rather that his MBE is for founding, 
at 32, a good prison rehabilitation 
charity, Only Connect. Read without 
post-Christian irritation and you find 
that this admirably short and elegant 
book is a voice worth hearing. It is 
more practical than preachy and 
focuses on happiness, not the 
political cliché of “greatness”. 

We need that focus when mental 
illness, domestic violence, loneliness 
and drug and alcohol abuse run high. 
Hurried and anxious, reaching for 
bad food and trashy passive 
entertainment, we are “both obese 


and undernourished, a neat reflection 
of a society rich in some respects and 
not in others”. The glorification of 
individual appetites and hurt feelings 
has not brought contentment. 

What does is love: partnership, 
family and neighbourhood, being 
accepted and useful in a community. 
Few would disagree with that, even if 
the words “virtuous society” don't 
spring readily to modern lips. 
Nobody except the psychopathically 
ambitious approves of massive 
undeserved wealth: everyone likes 
hard and willing workers and good 


It is refreshing to turn 
away from declinism 
and political nitpicking 


neighbours. Stories and soap operas, 
even in their wildest plotting, 
demonstrate a deep approval of 
partnership and local loyalty, 
disapprove of cheating — whether in 
love or business — but admire 
tolerance and redemption. 

These feelings are hard-wired in us 
but a flawed society can distort them. 
What Kruger, at his best, is saying is 
that the political “normative” should 
promote such virtue but doesn't. In a 
backlash against stiff social taboos, 
national policy followed the liberal 
star to privilege individual moral 
decisions, however selfish, over 


strengthening “the institutions that 
mitigate our weakness and help us to 
realise our potential”. One such he 
sees is marriage, straight or gay; 
another is community on a 
manageable, visible scale. 

He calls this conservatism, but the 
“c” is very small indeed, because the 
government in which he served is 
wedded to policies which, he makes 
clear, actively rip apart such human 
connections. Frontline workers in 
community jobs such as teaching, 
prisons and care work are 
overburdened and disrespected, 
volunteering underrated. Housing 
policy indulges profiteering 
developers over local need and 
encourages pricing which makes 
dual-income families a necessary 
norm and deprives parents of the 
choice for one to spend their 
children’s earliest years at home. 
From créche to care home, the state 
lavishes more on institutional care 
than on supporting extended families 
who do it. Taxation is focused on 
individuals, with disincentives for 
childbearing and households. 

Kruger also points out regarding 
marriage and its shibboleths that the 
sexual and feminist revolution not 
only overthrew the idea of women as 
frail, virtuous underlings but also the 
notion of men as “respectful, 
protective and trained to restrain 
their desire for sex with strangers”. 
Hence predation and porn. 


He is not as nostalgic as enemies 
will claim. Indeed, he is grumpy 
about Dickens's idea of the sacred 
home containing a female angel 
shielded from the rough male world 
of work. He optimistically reflects 
that modernity can revive the pre- 
industrial idea of homes and 
neighbourhoods as economically 
productive. As long daily commutes 
reduce, he cites digital and 
environmental changes making 
market towns into well-connected 
centres of work and invention 
where the young can stay, prosper 
and have roots. 

If this level of energetic social 
vision, alongside drastic tax and 
housing reform, came from Labour, 
or indeed the Lib Dems, it might 
catch fire. It hasn’t. But there are 
moments in Kruger’s book when 
you're reminded that it is refreshing 
to turn away from the economic 
declinism, political nitpicking and 
social despair on the news and be 
like Puddleglum the Marsh-wiggle in 
CS Lewis's The Silver Chair (it was 
Lewis's Mere Christianity that primed 
Kruger’s conversion). The heroic 
web-foot defies a subterranean 
witch's persuasion that her realm is 
all there is or can be. “Suppose this 
black pit of a kingdom of yours is the 
only world,” he snaps. “It strikes me 
as a pretty poor one... I’m going to 
live as like a Narnian as I can, even if 
there isn’t any Narnia.” 
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Letters to the Editor 


letters@thetimes.co.uk or by post to 


o Letters to the Editor should be sent to 


1 London Bridge Street, London SEI 9GF 


Trophy hunting 


Sir, As international conservation 
experts we support a conservation 
amendment to the Hunting Trophies 
(Import Prohibition) Bill. Trophy 
hunting is an emotive topic but the 
weight of evidence shows an overall 
conservation benefit. Trophy hunting 
protects wildlife habitat, funds anti- 
poaching and mitigates against the 
greater threats of habitat loss, 
poaching and conflict with local 
people. It is not identified as a key 
threat to a single species covered by 
the bill. At present, the bill would 
block imports of hunting trophies 
from more than 6,200 species, 
regardless of whether hunting harms 
or benefits that species. This risks 
causing serious harm to wildlife and 
local communities and is 
irresponsible, given that there are no 
alternatives ready to replace trophy- 
hunting revenue at the speed and 
scale needed. The government should 
support an amendment whereby 
hunting trophies are permitted only if 
they demonstrate clear benefits to 
both conservation and local 
livelihoods, fulfilling the government's 
manifesto commitment and helping, 
rather than harming, conservation. 
Professor Adam Hart, University of 
Gloucestershire; Professor Amy 
Dickman, University of Oxford; 

Dr Dilys Roe, IUCN Sustainable Use 
and Livelihoods Specialist Group; 

Dr Hugh Webster, Wild Entrust 

Plus a further 158 signatories at 
thetimes.co.uk/letters 


Loss to politics 


Sir, Further to Janice Turner's 
excellent interview (Magazine, Aug 
26), when Rory Stewart became MP 
for Penrith & The Border I cringed. 
Oh, I thought, we'll never see him, 
he'll be climbing the greasy pole of 
politics. I could not have been more 
wrong. He was the most dedicated 
constituency MP anyone could have 
wished for. I, and countless others 
hereabouts, miss him: a principled 
man, and like Michael Portillo before 
him far too good for politics. 
Jacqueline Ellis 

Armathwaite, Cumbria 


Letters to The Times must be exclusive 
and may be edited. Please include a full 
address and daytime telephone number. 


Corrections and 
clarifications 


Restoring trust in the British Museum 


Sir, The saga at the British Museum 
needs to be brought to a speedy end: I 
would hope that the deputy director 
would also consider his position. In 
the longer term I hope that the 
trustees, in consultation with the 
government, will appoint a 
completely new team to run the 
institution to oversee extensive 
changes that will make the 
registration and photographing of 
every item in the collection a priority. 
Some of the published catalogues, 
including that on engraved gemstones 
(1926), are a century old, incomplete 
and under-illustrated, which allowed 
the thefts to continue for so long. The 
production of summary catalogues of 
the entire collection where no recent 
catalogues have been produced is also 
long overdue. 
Professor Martin Henig 
Faculty of Classics, Oxford 


Sir, In response to Peter Saunders's 
letter (Aug 24), not only is climate 
change a matter of core importance 
for any science museum but to his 
laudable demands for better 
cataloguing and security we must add 
curators' abysmal pay. The average 
curator, often with at least a master's 
degree, has been estimated to earn 


Believe the science 


Sir, Richard Dearlove could not have 
picked a poorer example of scientists 
getting it wrong by excoriating them 
for their views on Covid-19 and 
alleging that their mistakes should 
induce scepticism about their opinions 
on AI (“Dont trust scientists on AI”, 
Aug 25). Apart from the fact that the 
opinions of Covid-19 specialists like 
virologists and epidemiologists on the 
future of AI are unlikely to carry much 
more weight than the man on the 
Clapham omnibus, even if they are 
scientists, I have no doubt that their 
work on the virus will go down as a 
scientific triumph, with it being 
identified as a new cause of pneumonia 
on January 7, 2020, detailed 
uncontested information about it being 
posted internationally on January 10, 
and the first human vaccine trials (of a 
product that has since saved many 
lives) starting 66 days later. More than 
100,000 scientific papers on the 
pandemic were published in its first 
year. Perhaps Sir Richard could 
indicate which ones were erroneous. 
Hugh Pennington 

Emeritus professor of bacteriology at 
the University of Aberdeen 


: just over £32,000 a year in the UK in 
: 2023 (talent.com). This is slightly less 
: than the pay of an army corporal. I 

: know a key curator at a London 

: museum who resigned her position 

: recently because she could not afford 
: her rent and power bills. Not only do 
: pitiful salaries regrettably lead a few 

: curators unto temptation, but they 

: make that noble profession the 

: preserve of privileged people on 

: private incomes. In my native New 

: Zealand the situation is not wonderful 
: but I would estimate curators’ pay as 
: being perhaps one third better. 

: Dr Mark Stocker 

: Retired museum curator, 

: Christchurch, New Zealand 


: Sir, You quote George Osborne (Aug 
: 25) as saying that Hartwig Fischer 

: “acted honourably” in resigning from 
: his post as director of the British 

: Museum. Has the bar fallen this low? 
: [nstead of being sacked for gross 

: negligence for not only failing to act 

: ona serious allegation but also for 

: doubling down and stating that "there 
: is no evidence to substantiate the 

: allegations", resulting in continued 

: losses to the museum, he is given a 

: pat on the back for “doing the right 

: thing”. Unfortunately this continues 


Climate scepticism 


Sir, Lionel Schriver (“Blaming climate 
change for everything is lazy”, 
comment, Aug 26) claims that, were 
she a scientist, she would resent the 
attribution of massive wildfires to 
climate change. Well, I am a scientist 
and what I resent is non-experts 
downplaying what real experts say is 
the greatest crisis humanity has ever 
faced. Her analysis is absurdly 
simplistic: the issue is not what 
started a fire, because fires are 
regularly being started everywhere, 
by people and by nature, every year, 
but why they are becoming so big and 
destructive, all over the world, at the 
same time, with the only common 
factor being a rapidly warming planet. 
Everything that climate scientists 
warned us would happen is 
happening, and yet still Shriver 
demands that we listen to repeatedly 
debunked “sceptical perspectives”. 
Indeed, it is the over-promotion of 
such voices that has delayed 
meaningful action on climate change 
for decades, and got us into the 
terrible mess we are in. 
Dr Richard Milne 
Edinburgh 


: the pattern in English public life of 

: sins of omission being treated with a 
: slap on the wrist. 

: Manthos Kallios 

: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 


: Sir, One of the responsibilities of the 

: board of trustees at the British 

: Museum is maintaining high standards 
: and good governance. Hence, if 

: George Osborne is correct about the 

: existence of “groupthink” then surely 
: heand the board have themselves not 
: been diligent enough. Perhaps he too 

: should consider his position. 

: Patrick Barr 

: Claygate, Surrey 


: Sir, If the British Museum has 

: thousands of uncatalogued items in 

: store, it should have no higher 

: priority than to catalogue them. But I 
: cannot be persuaded that this has any 
: bearing on the Marbles from the 

: Parthenon. These belong together in 
: Athens, irrespective of the 

: competence of the British Museum's 

: curation. It is normal archaeological 

: practice to unite broken fragments, 

: just as it is normal curatorial practice 
: to catalogue all holdings. 

: Professor Andrew Wallace-Hadrill 

: Faculty of Classics, Cambridge 


Identification of 
Lyme disease 


Sir, Further to Christopher Herbert's 
Thunderer (“NHS must wake up to 
the serious risks of Lyme disease”, 
Aug 25; letter, Aug 26), to watch your 
child go through this excruciatingly 
painful and debilitating disease, and 
not have the support of your doctor 
because the present testing is 
inadequate, is awful. We had to seek 
(expensive but excellent) treatment 
privately and are seeing a slow but 
steady improvement after four years 
of my son being unable to attend 
school and being bed-bound. 

Worse though is the fact that 
patients are gas-lit by some doctors 
who flatly do not believe in Lyme 
disease. I was told by the doctor at the 
time that “some people believe in a 
flat Earth and others worship the 
Moon — this is not Lyme”. Private 
testing proved it was indeed Lyme. 

We have now moved surgeries 
and our new NHS doctor is 
supportive of my sons treatment and 
has been wonderful. 

Vanessa Parker 
Malmesbury, Wilts 


FLATS OR 
EMPTY 
HOUSES 


O Extracts from Unstoppable by Mark 
Hughes (Sport, Aug 20 & 21) were 
abridged and edited for serialisation, 
not taken verbatim from the 
published book. Online versions of 
the extracts have since been amended 
to reflect the author's exact wording 
throughout. 

complaints 


(ps0) Regulated 
about editorial 


content seriously. We are committed to 
abiding by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (“IPSO”) rules 
and regulations and the Editors’ Code of 
Practice that IPSO enforces. 

Requests for corrections or 
clarifications should be sent to 
feedback@thetimes.co.uk 


The Times takes 


FROM THE TIMES AUGUST 28, 1923 


To the Editor of The Times. 

Sir, We are going through an acute 
house shortage, and yet there are 
many large houses in London still 
standing empty. We must be an 
illogical people to allow this. Two 
years ago I took a top floor in these 
gardens and moved in with a friend, 
overjoyed that our troubles were 
over. Then our landlord told us that 
sub-letting was not allowed and we 
would have to go. All last winter I 
house-hunted in my spare time, 
miserable when one has housework 
and a profession too. However, I 
kept on until at last convinced that 


: people with our small means could 

: not afford to move. We were caught 

: either between a large rent or a sum 

: down for a place with a small rent. 

: Having exhausted all our resources, 

: we took the line of least resistance 

: and waited for eviction. We are still 

: waiting. In these gardens it has been 

: decided that sub-letting “lowers the 

: tone of the neighbourhood", and each 
: house (of five floors and up to 15 

: rooms) must be lived in by one family 
: (perhaps only two people). The result 
: is that half the houses are empty. 

: Surely it “lowers the tone” of a whole 
: country to have half its people 

: insufficiently housed. The estate 

: solicitors say that our neighbours 

: “object very strongly” to sub-letting. 

: But we object very strongly to being 

: homeless. The remedy is to make 

: rules which, if broken, would forfeit 

: the lease. There are notices up at all 

: corners of the gardens prohibiting 

: street cries, &c, but street cries take 

: place notwithstanding. We ourselves 


: have suffered from a gramophone in 
: this select neighbourhood, played 

: with a want of consideration for 

: others that would not be tolerated 

: in a tenement, but there was no 

: machinery to prevent it. All this 

: could be prevented by an adequate 

: committee. Do you not think it is 

: time people showed more patriotism 
: in peacetime? Isn't it tragic that 

: people will give their best in the 

: name of war and withhold it in time 
: of peace? Barrie says: “ We are a 

: nice kindly people, but it is already 

: evident that we are stealing back 

: into the old grooves, seeking 

: cushions for our old bones, rather 

: than attempting to build up a fairer 
: future.” Housing is a national 

: matter; let us have courage to fight 

: for it. 

: Yours etc, ELEANOR NEVILLE, 

: Elm Park Gardens, SWIO. 


|} THETIMES.CO.UK/ARCHIVE 


Maestros conduct 


Sir, As Richard Morrison points out, 
Sir John Eliot Gardiner provides 
plentiful and high-quality work to 
freelance musicians (Times2, Aug 25) 
Those who depend on this work are 
unlikely to be able to replace it. If 
Gardiner cared about the finances of 
those who worked for him, he should 
have promoted and supported a 
successor. There are many talented 
conductors who could step into his 
shoes. Although Gardiner is a capable 
musician, his great success comes 
from having had a privileged 
background, access to high-profile 
people and their wallets, and tenacity. 
It is dangerous to confuse the tense 
atmosphere created by his bad 
behaviour with musical brilliance. 
Conductors are important 
figureheads, and when we excuse, 
reward, or even hail as genius the 
behaviour that has been repeatedly 
seen in Gardiner, it has consequences 
for the entire industry. It is time to 
stop glorifying bullies and start to 
celebrate talented individuals who act 
with respect and kindness. 
Lucy Cox 
Soprano, Oxford 


Dorries’s departure 


Sir, How would Nadine Dorries know, 
as she claims in her resignation letter 
(news, Aug 26), that nothing 
meaningful has happened in 
parliament over the past year? 

Lord Young of Cookham 

Former leader of the Commons 


Sir, Nadine Dorries says that history 
will not treat Rishi Sunak kindly. I 
would suspect that history will not 
mention Dorries at all. 

Andy Wiggins 

Tenterden, Kent 


Lifting the spell 


Sir, I felt a profound sense of relief 
when I read Heather Tanners letter 
(Aug 26) on her difficulty in getting 
past the second paragraph of a Harry 
Potter book. I too have never managed 
to feel the “magic” when I tried to read 
them to my children. I found the 
language clunky and hard to navigate 
but always thought I would be 
"cancelled" if I mentioned it. As for the 
films, I don't really understand them. 
Polly Russell-Stracey 

Farnham, Surrey 


Eat me 


Sir, I understand Elizabeth Challen's 
annoyance at being talked at by 
inanimate objects (letter, Aug 26) but 
I smiled at a notice on the side of a 
Tesco lorry: *Baby carrots on board." 
Christopher Westlake 

Bridgwater, Somerset 


Juicy time of year 


Sir, It is indeed an excellent year for 
blackberries (Aug 26) but the worrying 
aspect is that in Dorset we started 
picking them at the end of June. 
Graham Plant 

Sherborne, Dorset 


Owt for nowt 


Sir, Further to your article and 
editorial on the Yorkshire dialect 
(Aug 26), I would add the motto: “See 
all, hear all, say nowt,/ Eat all, sup all, 
pay nowt./ If thee ever does owt for 
nowt, Allus do it for thissen.” 
Geoffrey Nicholson 

Rochdale (but born in Haworth, Yorks) 
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Leading articles 


Daily Universal Register 


UK: The Notting Hill Carnival, one of the 
largest in the world, is held in London. 
US: First day of the US Open, the final 
tennis grand slam tournament of the year. 


acc AA Ms 


En 


Nature notes 


Last year drought 

, across many parts 
of the UK meant 
that many fruit and 
berry-bearing trees 
and shrubs could 
not successfully set 
seed. Plants subjected to stress in this way 
can react by redoubling their efforts to 
reproduce, and there was an astonishing 
amount of blossom in spring, particularly 
hawthorn, from Devon to Co Durham. In 
Suffolk the brambles are definitely having a 
good year, laden with the ripe clusters of 
drupes we call blackberries. It will be 
interesting to see whether the promise made 
by May blossom is borne out by a rich 
harvest of haws. MELISSA HARRISON 


Birthdays today 


Mary McCartney, 
pictured, photographer, 
54; Ai Weiwel, artist, 
activist and film-maker, 
66; Siobhan Baillie, 
Conservative MP for 
Stroud, 42; Stuart 

P. Bithell, sailor, Olympic 
gold medallist, men's 49er class (2020), 37; 
Jack Black, actor, School of Rock (2003), 54; 
Professor Karim Brohi, consultant trauma 
and vascular surgeon, clinical director, 
London Major Trauma System (NHS 
England), 55; Paul Brummell, UK 
ambassador to Latvia, 58; Lindka Cierach, 
fashion designer, 71; Greg Clark, 
Conservative MP for Royal Tunbridge Wells, 
56; Dame Imogen Cooper, concert pianist, 
74; Hugh Cornwell, singer and guitarist, The 
Fall and Rise of Hugh Cornwell (2015), 74; Sir 
Michael Craig-Martin, conceptual artist, 82; 
Professor Wendy Davies, historian, Welsh 
History in the Early Middle Ages (2009), 81; 
Baroness (Rona) Fairhead, trade and export 
promotion minister (2017-19), 62; David 
Fincher, film director, Mank (2020), 61; Sir 
Tom Hughes-Hallett, founder and 
chairman, Helpforce NHS support group, 
69; Ons Jabeur, tennis player, world singles 
rank No 5, 29; Sir John Kingman, 
mathematician, 84; John Marshall, 
drummer, Nucleus and Soft Machine, 
Bundles (1975), 82; Jamie Osborne, National 
Hunt trainer, 56; Jason Priestley, actor, 
Beverly Hills, 90210 (1990-2000), 54; 
Jonathan Reynolds, Labour (Co-op) MP for 
Stalybridge & Hyde, shadow business and 
industrial strategy secretary, 43; LeAnn 
Rimes, country singer, Blue (1996), 41; 
Professor Sasha Roseneil, vice-chancellor 
and president, University of Sussex, 57; Phil 
Salt, cricketer, Lancashire and England, 27; 
Emma Samms, actress, General Hospital 
(1983-2013), 63; Sheryl Sandberg, chief 
operating officer, Meta (Facebook) (2008- 
22), 54; David Soul, actor, Starsky & Hutch 
(1975-79), and singer, Don't Give Up On Us 
(1976), 80; Rod Tucker, Australian cricketer, 
ICC elite umpire panel member, 59; Shania 
Twain, country singer, That Don’t Impress 
Me Much (1998), 58; Florence Welch, singer, 
Florence + the Machine, How Big, How Blue, 
How Beautiful (2015), 37. 


On this day 


In 1830 the first US-built steam locomotive, 
Tom Thumb, was raced against a horse- 
drawn railroad car. The locomotive lost. 


The last word 


“Creativity is part of human nature. It can 
only be untaught.” Ai Weiwei, artist, activist 
and film-maker, from Harvard Business 
Review (April 2012) 


Reeves's Challenge 


The shadow chancellor's promise not to raise taxes and to scrap unaffordable 
proposals is a challenge to the Tories, still at sea over taxes and spending 


On his first day in office in 2010, David Laws, the 
coalitions chief secretary to the Treasury, found a 
one-sentence note on his desk from his Labour 
predecessor: “I’m afraid to tell you there’s no 
money left.” No one will need to leave such a note 
for Rachel Reeves, the shadow chancellor, if 
Labour comes to power at the next election. She 
knows it. And she has warned her party not to go 
into an election campaign with promises of costly 
new reforms unless it can scrap other expensive 
proposals. She also promised in an interview 
yesterday that there would be no wealth tax under 
Labour, and that a Labour government would not 
increase the top rate of income tax. 

These are bold and welcome pledges. They will 
cause consternation on the Labour left and among 
ideologues who still see unearned income as a pot 
to be plundered to pay for cherished new schemes 
and better social care. But Ms Reeves’s promises 
are also smart politics. They put the Conservatives 
on the back foot and undermine their main line of 
attack on Labours policies — that they would 
bankrupt the UK or lead to even more tax rises. 

Ms Reeves unashamedly reversed proposals for 
higher taxes for the well-off, another decisive 
break in the disastrous policies under Jeremy 
Corbyn that led to the party’s general election 


rout. “I don't see the way to prosperity as being 
through taxation,” she told The Sunday Tele- 
graph. Instead, she said, Labour would launch a 
comprehensive campaign to attract foreign 
investment, and would create an £8 billion 
national wealth fund to invest in green industries 
such as car battery manufacturing, hydrogen and 
carbon capture. She firmly ruled out any rise in the 
45p top rate of income tax, a proposal announced 
by Sir Keir Starmer. And she promised a younger 
generation desperate to find affordable homes 
that Labour would not hesitate to build on the 
green belt if and where necessary. 

Ifshe can carry her party with her at the coming 
Labour conference — and that is a big “if” — 
Ms Reeves will put Labour in a better position to 
consolidate its present 20 per cent lead in the polls. 
She even hinted that tax was already too high, and 
put herself on the side of Conservatives who 
criticised Rishi Sunak’s plan, when he was 
chancellor, to increase National Insurance to raise 
£12 billion to fund the National Health Service and 
social care. 

The Conservatives will need to find a way to 
counter this assault on their main electoral asset 
— fiscal responsibility and steady-as-you-go 
policies to bring down inflation and tame rises in 


the cost of living. They can and should look at 
what Labour will offer that would be distinctively 
Labour. What is the party for? If it is being asked 
to scrap some of its more radical and costly 
proposals for better childcare, education or 
healthcare, or for dealing with immigration, what 
will it have that is distinctly left of centre and will 
appeal to those tired of long Tory rule? What can 
ittrumpet as its green policies when the one to be 
implemented tomorrow, the extension ofthe Ulez 
carbon reduction zone in London, is so unpopu- 
lar? The left, which will still be needed for a Labour 
victory, will hardly be galvanized by “responsible” 
economics that smothers idealism. 

This is a challenge facing many left-of-centre 
parties in Europe today. They are all having to deal 
with a post-Covid global slowdown, high inflation, 
an energy crisis and a shortage of money. The left 
is in trouble in France, Germany, Italy, Spain and 
most of the continent. Labour has the added 
conundrum of how to deal with the effects of 
Brexit and win back support from business. But 
the Tories should be worried by Ms Reeves's com- 
mon sense. On taxes, they are at war with each 
other, unable to agree on any reforms. No 
Conservative chancellor dare such a note to 
Labour as Labour bequeathed to David Cameron. 


Despair in Syria 


Protests by the poor and starving will not threaten Assad, but underline his failings 


The protests in southern Syria are the biggest 
anti-government demonstrations since President 
Assad consolidated his brutal hold on the country 
by violent repression, mass arrests and the whole- 
sale bombing of cities dominated by anti-gover- 
nment forces. The protests are born of despera- 
tion: 90 per cent live in poverty, the price of fuel 
has just doubled, food and rent are unaffordable to 
millions on low pay, inflation is out of control and 
the currency is almost worthless at 15,000 Syrian 
pounds to the dollar, compared with 47 to the 
dollar when the civil war began 13 years ago. 
The protests will not topple Assad's regime, 
even if they gather momentum. He is firmly in 
control of almost all the country, apart from a 
small exclave next to Turkey and areas where the 
Kurds dominate in the east. He is backed by 
Russia, which has a base on the coast and deploys 
its air force to bomb the opposition, as well as 
having Wagner mercenaries on the ground — 
even if they are now leaderless. And he has now 
been brought back into the Arab fold with Syria's 
formal readmission to the Arab League in May 
and talks already underway with neighbours. 


Things are still desperate in the ruined country, 
though. The massive damage of the civil war, 
which has left Aleppo and other cities in ruins, has 
been exacerbated by the devastating earthquake 
on February 6, which killed more than 6,000 
people and left hundreds of thousands homeless. 
Assad's intransigence and refusal to open relief 
corridors has deprived Syria of much urgent aid. 
The civil war has displaced more than half the 
population: millions are still abroad, and unlikely 
to return while Assad refuses any pardons or 
mediation attempts. Rebuilding has barely begun. 
Russia and Iran, Syrias main backers, have no 
money and little real concern. The West still has 
strict sanctions on Syria that prohibit almost all 
trade, investment and aid. And the rest of the Arab 
world is loath to incur western sanctions by 
making big investments in reconstruction. 

Assad's instinct is to crush the new protests with 
the ruthlessness he has shown throughout the 
civil war. But his neighbours may restrain him. 
Saudi Arabia, for long Assad’s main enemy, has 
now decided that he cannot be toppled and must 
be accommodated. Jordan has been deeply hurt 


by the civil war, with its overland route to the 
Mediterranean blocked and family links stran- 
gled. It is still having to support, at huge cost, an 
estimated 1.3 million refugees in a country already 
short of water. And Lebanons financial agony is 
exacerbated by the pariah next door. Most Arab 
countries, except Kuwait and Qatar, have 
abandoned the opposition, largely now just the 
Islamists, and want to offer aid as a way of encour- 
aging reconciliation and a return of refugees. 
Assad and the hardliners around him seem 
unwilling to make any concessions. The West, 
perhaps regretting its failure to stop Syria when it 
crossed President Obama's red line and used 
poison gas on insurgents, is unlikely to lift any 
sanctions, though it may allow neighbouring 
states to use aid to coax Syria away from Russia 
and Iran. But the civil war is effectively over, and 
Assad has won. Encouraging the protests would 
simply invite more killings. Humanitarian aid 
must somehow find a way to the millions now 
suffering in an ancient but benighted land. The 
United Nations, with tacit western approval, 
could play a role. It is time to end Syria’s agony. 


Old Wine in New Bottles 


Plastic flasks have a bad image but may reduce the oenophiles carbon footprint 


For centuries they have glinted in cellars, the true, 
the blushful Hippocrene stored in the deep-delved 
earth, corks sealing in flavour though occasionally 
failing, bottles attesting to the palate and discern- 
ment of the true oenophile. But new wine may 
soon come not in old bottles but in modern, flat, 
upright flasks made of recycled plastic looking for 
all the world like giant medicine containers. 
Plastic bottles were once, like those cardboard 
boxes with a small tap at the base, synonymous 
with cheap plonk. No more. The venerable Wine 
Society, the world’s oldest co-operative wine club, 
which has a buying power and range conferring 


real leadership in the industry, is to sell some of its 
most popular fine wines in upright, flat-bottomed 
plastic bottles.They are easier to pack and carry, 
take up less space and weigh much less than glass, 
can be recycled when empty, and leave a signifi- 
cantly smaller carbon footprint. 

The society admits it will have an image 
problem to overcome. It says there is no perfect 
packing material, and agrees that plastic may not 
be ideal for storing fine clarets that need years in 
the cellar. Neither, of course, would plastic work 
for champagne or sparkling wine, which would 
probably assert its explosive power with 


disastrous results after a few years. And port will 
probably last longer than any material it is stored 
in except glass. 

The experiment seems, nevertheless, a fine 
idea. The etiquette can be glued as easily on a flat- 
sided container as on a round bottle. Oblong bot- 
tles with square sides will fit more snugly in crates, 
with less disturbance of the nectar’s fine qualities. 
And dropping a dozen at once may not lead to the 
breakage and waste that usually results. It will be 
less fun to put out the empties to recycle than to 
smash glass bottles at the dump. But as long as the 
wine remains divine, who's to complain? 
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Record funds after 
Trumps day at jail 


United States 
Alistair Dawber Washington 


Donald Trumps presidential campaign 
has raised more than $7 million since he 
was booked at a jail in Atlanta on 
Thursday, with his officials turning his 
mugshot into a lucrative earner. 

The Trump 2024 website is selling 
mugs, T-shirts, beer glasses and bump- 
er stickers all emblazoned with his 
scowling jailhouse image. The items, 
ranging in price from $12 to $34, bear 
slogans like “Never Surrender!” 

Trump, 77, has been charged with 13 
felonies related to his alleged attempts 
to overturn the result of the 2020 elect- 
ion in Georgia. He is the first ex-presi- 
dent to be charged with a criminal 
offence and the only one to have his 
mugshot taken. 

He denies any wrongdoing and says 
that the indictment, along with the 
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three other criminal cases he faces — 
involving 91 charges in all — is part of a 
conspiracy to keep him out of office. 

His campaign has nonetheless inun- 
dated supporters with emails and social 
media posts using the mugshot as part 
ofits appeal for funds, urging backers to 
“make a contribution to evict Crooked 
Joe Biden from the White House and 
SAVE AMERICA during this dark 
chapter in our nation’s history”. 

After leaving Atlanta on Thursday 
Trump aired his views on Twitter/X, for 
the first time since being banned in Jan- 
uary 2021. He was reinstated after Elon 
Musk bought the platform last year. 

He wrote: “I walked into the lion’s den 
with one simple message on behalf of 


Actress weighs 
in on statistics 


Alistair Dawber 


Stormy Daniels, the adult film star 
who claims to have had sex with 
Donald Trump, has mocked his 
Fulton county prison statement 
that he weighs 15 stone. 

As part of the booking process 
he told officials he weighed 215Ib 
— but Daniels, below, wrote on 
Twitter/X: “Mmmkay! And I’m 
110lb and a virgin!” 

She added: “I have spent some 
time beneath 215lb men and Tiny 
[her nickname for Trump] was not 
one of them.” 

Trumps last reported weight 
was taken in 2020 during his 
annual medical as president. At 
that time he weighed 244lb (110kg) 
and was an inch shorter, making 
him “obese”, according to the US 
Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s adult BMI calculator. 

Trump, known for his love of 
hamburgers, is 
accused of paying 
Daniels to remain 
quiet about an 
affair in 2006. 

He has « 
deniedthe 2 
charge. 


our entire movement: I will never sur- 
render our mission to save America." 

In an email to supporters yesterday 
Trump said: “The Deep State has done 
everything in their power to try and 
paint me as a villain all while the REAL 
villains, nestled deep within the Wash- 
ington, DC swamp, quietly get away 
with bleeding our country dry.” 

He added: “Please make a contribu- 
tion to DEFEND our movement from 
the never-ending witch-hunts.” 

Staff say that in the three weeks since 
the former president was indicted in 
Georgia he has raised almost $20 mil- 
lion, including a record £4.2 million on 
Friday, the day after he surrendered at 
a police station. 


Yet even as the money has flooded in 
his poll numbers have dipped. Accord- 
ing to the FiveThirtyEight website, 
polls of Republicans across the nation 
give Trump a52 per cent average rating; 
still 37 points ahead of his nearest rival, 
Ron DeSantis, but down slightly from 
an average 54.3 per cent a week ago. 

There are indications that his ap- 
pearance in Atlanta may not be solely 
responsible for the slip. Vivek Ramas- 
wamy, 38, is widely considered to have 
delivered an impressive performance at 
the first debate of Republican candi- 
dates on Wednesday night in Milwauk- 
ee and has seen a bounce in the polls in 
recent days. Trump chose not to attend. 

Ramaswamy, who has never held pol- 
itical office, has seen his support grow 
by almost three points to 10 per cent 
over the past fortnight. The biotech mil- 
lionaire’s campaign is largely self 
funded but he received $450,000 in 
donations in the hours after the debate. 

Fani Willis, the district attorney in 
Fulton county, an area that covers most 
of Atlanta, faces her first courtroom 
battle in the 2020 election case today. 
Mark Meadows, Trump’s former White 
House chief of staff, one of the 18 de- 
fendants named alongside the former 
president, will attempt to have his case 
switched to a federal court. 

The hearing technically only applies 
to Meadows’ case but others, including 
Trump, are also hoping to switch their 
cases to federal courts. 

Trump’ tactic in each case is to delay 
the hearings for as long as possible and 
hope that he wins next year’s presiden- 
tial election. As president he would be 
in a position to appoint an attorney 
general who could quash federal crimi- 
nal charges. As the case is currently 
being tried under Georgia state law no 
federal officials, including the presi- 
dent, can affect the proceedings. 

Meadows, who is also charged with 
offences linked to conspiring to over- 
turn the election result in Georgia, is 
expected to argue that he acted as a fed- 
eral officer and that the charges relate 
to an act taken “under colour of such 
office”. He has already applied to a 
federal court to have the charges 
dismissed. 

Willis has called for the case to begin 
in October, something welcomed by 
some of the defendants. Trump has 
asked for the trial to start in April 2026. 
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often spend more time 
speaking to high-rolling 
donors than to voters 
(Alistair Dawber writes). 
Never Back Down, an 
independent expenditure- 
only political action 
committee, or “super- 
pac”, set up to support 
Ron DeSantis, is set to 
spend $25 million this 


DeSantis is doing in the 
polls, but even if he were 


candidates running for 
office. Political parties 


to pull out of the race, the | are sometimes the big 

donors are unlikely to see | winners, with donations 

their cash again. being made to the 
There are strict rules Republican and 

on campaign financing Democratic national 

and candidates cannot committees. 

use any of the money for Occasionally super- 

themselves — which is pacs do repay donors: in 

why Donald Trump’s use 2016 one backing Jeb 


Instead, the cash is 
usually rolled into a 
candidate’s next big idea, 
with super-pacs using 
leftover campaign cash to 
support the same 
candidate in other 
elections; something that 
Trump and the likes of 
Bernie Sanders have done 
in several elections. 


home of the world’s finest wines, 
France must now endure the ignominy 
of finding that international experts 
often prefer New World or other Euro- 
pean vintages. 

Australia came top this year in the 
Decanter World Wine Awards, the 
biggest and most established inter- 
national competition, and the influen- 
tial Wine Spectator has listed only 
three French wines in its top ten. 

All this will leave a bitter taste for a 


AI chatbot to settle the argument over 
which wines are best and whether 
French producers are right to complain 
that their vintages are undervalued. 

The chatbot draws on vast quantities 
of text data to understand and analyse 
the flavour profiles of wines, and took 
experts' opinions into account. 

Le Figaro, which is renowned for its 
wine recommendations, said that 
ChatGPT' pick of the world's ten best 
wines was correct because it was based 
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Bangalore to encourage female fitness and challenge the perception that exercising requires specialist clothing 


Biggest protests for 
vears against Assad 


Abbie Cheeseman 


Fire consumed the face of President 
Assad as protesters torched a regime 
billboard during the biggest anti-gover- 
nment demonstrations in years in 
southern Syria. 

In videos sent to The Times from the 
centre of Sweida, a city near the border 
with Jordan, hundreds of people could 
be seen chanting: “Syria is ours, not 
Assad's” and calling for the downfall of 
the regime. 

Regular small-scale protests against 
living conditions and corruption have 
been happening in the province of 
Sweida for more than a year but 
residents said that last week’s protests 
were the biggest ever. Days before the 
protests broke out the price of fuel had 
again more than doubled, further 
driving a cost of living crisis in a country 
where more than 90 per cent of the 
population live in poverty. 

Syrias war-shattered economy hit 
record lows last week with the currency 
trading at 15,500 Syrian pounds (SYP) 
to one US dollar. When the 2011 pro- 
tests that led to the war broke out, it had 
been trading at 47 to the dollar. 

“The government recently put the 
minimum state salary up to 
200,000SYP per month,” (£11) a resi- 
dent said, insisting on anonymity for 
fear of persecution. "It is impossible. 
Most people are day labourers who on- 
ly get a couple of days' work a week at 
a lower rate. Even if you did earn it, to 
rent even a tiny studio is 300,000SYP.” 

Protesters raided offices ofthe ruling 
Baath party and blocked the highways 
thatlink Sweida province to the capital, 
Damascus. 

A general strike in the region started 
a week ago and quickly gathered pace, 
spreading to neighbouring Deraa, 
birthplace of the Syrian revolution. 
Overthe weekend further protests 
sprang up across rebel-held areas 
of the country. 


Previously Syrians were notified ty e 
by text when they could collect A 
y 


subsidised fuel, but these notifica- 
tions were so rarethat res- 

idents had to resort to 

the black market, where 1f 
state-provided fuel is 
sold for more than 
twice the price. Then 
fuel subsidies were 
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Assad has tolerated 
the unrest — for now 


wine than humans, claim French experts 


on “objective” criteria. “According to 
ChatGPT, the best wine in the world is 
French, and it is right,” the paper said. 
“It would not have the audacity to 
assert that the world's best wine could 
be anything other than French.” 

The bot, working in French, gave its 
top ranking to a claret from Bordeaux, 
the Cháteau Margaux 2000 Premier 
Grand Cru Classé, and second place to 
a Burgundy the Romanée-Conti 
Grand Cru 1999. Five of its top ten 
wines were French, although it also in- 
cluded Italian, Australian, Californian 
and Spanish wines. 

Le Figaro said the results would be 


“no great surprise” to French patriots, 
adding that “the wise robot showed 
itself to be a virtual taster”. 

Perhaps anticipating criticism that 
chatbots can give incorrect informa- 
tion, and obviously cannot taste wine, 
the paper quoted a caveat from 
ChatGPT itself. “I focus on providing 
factual and verifiable information,” the 
bot said. “I avoid expressing personal 
opinions, biases, or judgments, and 
instead offer information that is widely 
accepted within the field of oenology.” 

The bot also acknowledged “the sub- 
jective nature of wine appreciation’, 
saying: “Different people have varying 


sensitivity to flavours and aromas, and 
cultural backgrounds can influence 
what someone considers enjoyable or 
high quality. Additionally, the context 
in which wine is consumed, such as the 
setting, occasion, and accompanying 
food, can impact how it’s perceived.” 
Several wine-growing regions in 
France, especially Bordeaux, have been 
struggling with falling demand. The 
government announced on Friday that 
it was spending €200 million, including 
€160 million from an EU fund, on 
destroying surplus wine and recycling 
the alcohol for use in hand sanitiser, 
cleaning products and perfume. 
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dropped altogether. In mountainous 
Sweida, a snowy winter and fuel shorta- 
ges combined with a currency crisis 
could spell catastrophe. “For a poor 
family of five who are just paying rent in 
a basic home and eating the most basic 
of food, without any meat, they would 
need at least one million SYP a week,” 
the activist said. 

The economic difficulties are leading 
many Syrians to carry out illegal log- 
ging to survive the winter. One family 
said their sons were working abroad so 
they could buy wood for their parents 
back home. 

For the country’s youth, opportunity 
in the war-ravaged and economically 
broken country seems impossible. The 
migrant boat that sank off Greece in 
June, leaving several hundred people 
presumed dead, had at least 125 Syrians 
on board. 

Sweida province, home to the Druze 
religious minority, managed to largely 
stay shielded from the war that tore 
Syria apart. But this week two of the tri- 
umvirate of Druze leaders in Syria 
broke their silence and expressed 
support for the protests. 

The Druze, who live across Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Palestinian areas 
of Israel, have a history of providing 

security and support to each other 
and view their spread across 
borders as a strength. An attack 
on them, they say, could pull 

» Assad into wider conflict. 

Assad is treading lightly, for 
now, but many people are avoiding 
the protests anyway. “You 
should expect every- 
thing from that regime,” 
a Sweida man said. “I 
haveafamily. I can’t risk 
it We've seen what 

they can do.” 

West must help end 
Syria’s agony, leading 
article, page 23 


Prigozhin death verified 


Aliide Naylor 


Four days after the apparent death of 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, the billionaire 
leader of the Wagner group of merce- 
naries, the Kremlin finally admitted 
what the world had suspected all along. 

After investigative “molecular gen- 
etic examinations”, Moscow confirmed 
that the man who had led an uprising 
against Putin two months ago had died 
when his private jet crashed on 
Wednesday. Sledcom, the Kremlin's 
investigative committee, said that “the 
identities of all ten dead have been 


established, they correspond with the 
list stipulated on the flight record”. 

The passenger list initially released 
on Wednesday by Rosaviatsiya, Russia's 
federal aviation authority, noted that 
Prigozhin was aboard the plane. 

Putin expressed “condolences” to the 
families of the crash victims the next 
day. On Friday, the Kremlin rejected 
suggestions that it had been involved in 
the crash, calling claims that it was an 
act of revenge for Prigozhin’s attempted 
coup in June an “absolute lie”. 

On Wednesday President Biden stat- 
ed: “There's not much that happens in 
Russia that Putin's not behind.” 
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On the streets Demonstrators in Tel Aviv protest against 


Binyamin Netanyahu, Israel's prime minister, left, and his nationalist coalition government's judicial reforms 
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Wealthy Arab expats build 
on closer ties with Turkey 


Luxury villas and new 
tourism hotspots are 

a sign of old rifts 

being repaired, writes 
Hannah Lucinda Smith 


For the past decade an incongruous 
building has loomed over a tiny village 
in northwestern Turkey. 

The ZemZem Hotel is named after 
the waterthat springs inthe holy city of 
Mecca, and it was intended to serve the 
Gulf Arab tourists who flock to Yalova, 
a region famous for its hot springs and 
cool mountain climate. Faded banners 
on its frontage advertise luxury suites 
and show men in traditional jellabiyas 
striding through its gleaming lobby. 

But the hotel never opened: the 
developer ran out of money and the 
bank repossessed it before it was fin- 
ished. The project was controversial 
even before it collapsed. One elderly 
woman who lived next to the site and 
had refused to sell her home returned 
from a trip to Istanbul to find it had 
been demolished. The constructors 
claimed that it had been an accident. 

In recent years, the crumbling stucco 
of the hotels neoclassical facade has 
stood as an apt metaphor both for 
Turkey’s deteriorating relations with 
the Gulf states, and the mark that Gulf 
investment has left on this bucolic area. 

President Erdogan’s support for the 
Muslim Brotherhood, a global Islamist 
network, once put him at odds with 
most ofthe Gulf kingdoms, even before 
the journalist Jamal Khashoggi was 
murdered in the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul in 2018, almost certainly on 
the orders of Crown Prince Moham- 
med bin Salman. 

Some Turkish goods were embar- 
goed but Erdogan has fixed his rift with 


WA os 


The 


theprince andis on a driveto build new 
ties with the Gulf. He has tempered his 
support for the Brotherhood and last 
month visited Saudi Arabia, the UAE 
and Qatar, signing bilateral trade and 
investment agreements that promise to 
bring tens of billions of dollars into the 
Turkish economy. 

Khashoggi' death appears forgotten. 

The ZemZems fortunes may be 
changing too:the site has recently been 
sold to a new investor. "Work will start 
again soon and it will open,” said Deniz 
Oz, who runs the Reis estate agency 
opposite the hotel. “It was a financial 
problem, that's all.” 

In fact, the verdant mountains and 
waterfalls of Yalova are the bedrock on 
which Turkey's economic relations 
with the Gulf were built. In the early 
1980s three men in Gokcedere, the 
quaint village where the ZemZem 
Hotel stands, opened the way for a wave 
of Arab investment in the area. 

At that time foreigners were banned 
from buying property in Turkey, but the 
village’s mukhtar (community repre- 


talled ZemZem Hotel has a new lease of life as investment floods the area 
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sentative), imam and religious teacher 
built links with Arab investors, who 
trusted them to do the property paper- 
work in their names. 

Drawn by the regions climate and its 
proximity to Istanbul, a couple of hours 
away by road, tourists from the Arab 
region began building villas and holi- 
daying in the area, and a service indus- 
try sprang up to accommodate them. 

Today the signs on almost every shop 
are written in both Turkish and Arabic, 
despite a crackdown on Arabic signage 
inother parts ofthe country where Syr- 
ian refugees have settled. Most of the 
hotels and restaurants are alcohol-free 
and the roads are filled with blacked- 
out people carriers that shuttle families 
around the local attractions. 

On Arabic-language Facebook 
groups there are adverts for businesses 
that serve this closed-off expat commu- 
nity: modest women’s clothing, Arabic 
food and properties for sale. About half 
the businesses on Gokcederes main 
street are real estate agents. 

Some of those who have invested 


there have also gained nationality; 
since 2017 Turkey has offered a citizen- 
ship-by-investment scheme, allowing 
anyone who spends at least $400,000 
on property to acquire Turkish pass- 
ports for their immediate family. Even 
in 2019, at the height of the spat 
between Erdogan and Prince Moham- 
med, more than a hundred properties 
in Yalova were being sold to Arab buy- 
ers each month. 

However, the scheme has raised 
complaints among Turks, who are 
struggling with house prices that have 
more than doubled in the past year 
alone. The secular opposition also 
opposes the scheme, accusing Erdo- 
gan’s government of trying to change 
the demographics of the country. 

In Istanbul, the number of foreign 
residents has soared from 400,000 in 
2014 to almost 1.5 million today. Until 
2022, the biggest citizenship investors 
by nationality were Iranians, followed 
by citizens of Arab countries, although 
they have now been overtaken by Rus- 
sians. Turkey is one ofthe few countries 
that has not placed sanctions or restric- 
tions on Russian businesses and indi- 
viduals. Now, the hotels and restau- 
rants of Yalova have put up Cyrillic 
signs next to the Arabic ones. 

Turkey is enjoying a boom year for 
tourism, with visitors numbers expect- 
ed to hit 50 million, partly thanks to the 
weak lira. In Yalova, however, business 
is slowing. The region now has compe- 
tition from towns on Turkey’s Black Sea 
coastline, also famous for its mountains 
and temperate climate, and a favourite 
for Gulf Arab tourists and buyers. 

“The middle classes come to Yalova, 
but the rich go to the Black Sea now,” 
Oz said. “Years ago we also used to get 
Syrians and Lebanese coming on bus 
tours, but not anymore. The state owns 
the thermal facilities here but they are 
not in good condition. They need to be 
privatised and updated.” 


Zimbabwe 
leader hangs 
on to power in 
contested poll 


Zimbabwe 
Jane Flanagan Africa Correspondent 


President Mnangagwa of Zimbabwe 
hailed his country’s “mature demo- 
cracy” after winning a second termin an 
election that international observers 
said fell short of democratic standards. 

The main opposition party, the 
Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC), 
immediately rejected the results as a 
sham. They were announced two days 
earlier than expected and gave 
Mnangagwa 52.6 per cent of the ballot 
against 44 per cent for the CCC leader, 
Nelson Chamisa. 

The opposition has kept a parallel 
record of votes from polling station 
records and is likely to use those in a 
legal challenge. Mnangagwa, 80, came 
to power in 2017 after helping to oust 
Robert Mugabe. He had promised 
more freedom and prosperity but has 
shown himself to be even more repress- 
ive than his predecessor. 

By claiming to have secured more 
than half the votes cast, Mnangagwa 
avoided a run-off and extended Zanu- 
PF’s grip on government. The party 
first took power in 1980. Its rule has 
been marked by disputed and violent 
elections but it is the first time irregu- 


| Mnangagwa has 
been in office since 

| Robert Mugabe 
was ousted in 2017 


larities have been called out by 
observers from the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC), 
who highlighted voter intimidation, 
media bias and long delays as risks to 
the credibility of last week's poll. 

Observer missions from the Euro- 
pean Union, the Commonwealth and 
the 16-nation SADC listed a number of 
defects that skewed the electoral field, 
including the banning of opposition 
rallies, intimidation, irregularities with 
the voters’ roll and biased state media 
coverage. Dozens of local vote moni- 
tors were arrested on charges of sub- 
version that critics of the government 
said were confected. 

Mnangagwa thanked “various elect- 
ion observation missions who have 
been witnessing our electoral processes 
without bias”. Voting was forced to 
stretch into an unprecedented second 
day because of delays in the printing of 
ballot papers. Despite the challenges, 
voter turnout was claimed to have 
reached 69 per cent. 

A disputed election is likely to narrow 
Mnangagwa’ chance of getting inter- 
national help from lenders to reboot 
Zimbabwe's flailing economy and 
restructure its huge debts. 

Zanu-PF was also declared the win- 
ner in the parliamentary race, securing 
136 ofthe 210 seats up for grabs under a 
first-past-the-post system, against 73 
for the CCC. The opposition ousted 
from his seat Mthuli Ncube, the finance 
minister, who has presided over the 
failing economy. 

There was a heavy presence of armed 
police in Harare, an opposition strong- 
hold, in case of unrest. Election protest- 
ers were shot dead in the days after the 
2018 ballot. 

"It's done. It never changes,” Gerald 
Chosawa, a security guard at a grocery 
store in Harare, said. "Now it's better to 
prepare to join the others who have left 
the country. That's the best option.” 
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Do something 
to halt migrants, 
plead coastal 
towns on Med 


Italy 
David Chazan Paris 
James Imam Milan 


Arecord number of migrants arrived at 
the Italian island of Lampedusa on 
Saturday — adding to pressure on 
President Macron to stem the flow into 
neighbouring France. 

A total of 55 migrant boats reached 
Italy’s southernmost island, fewer than 
the 65 of the previous day but carrying 
more people, and taking the total num- 
ber of arrivals there to 2,172 in 24 hours. 

The island’s Imbriacola emergency 
reception centre struggled to process 
some 4,200 migrants on Sunday morn- 
ing, more than five times its official 
capacity. Hundreds more were sent 
from there to reception centres in the 
Sicilian towns of Porto Empedocle, 
Augusta and Comiso. 

Filippo Romano, the island’s chief 
official, implored the government to 
stop charity boats bringing rescued mi- 
grants to its ports. “Insisting on arrivals 
at Lampedusa at this time is not 
humane,” he said. “We are set up for 
800 and can [take] a maximum of 1,500, 
but over 2,000 is problematic.” 

The migrants are mainly from 
Tunisia and Libya, with smugglers 
taking advantage of favourable wea- 
ther to make the crossings, according to 
the Italian authorities. 

In France police have been intercept- 
ing 300 migrants a day near the Italian 
border, causing friction between the 
central and regional administrations. 

Charles-Ange Ginésy, the centre- 
right president of the regional council 
of the Alpes-Maritimes in southeastern 
France, has written to Macron warning 
of the “explosive situation” on the 
border. 

Despite the high number of migrants 
being caught by police, many more are 
managing to get in, officials say. 

Ginésy said there was a surge in 
arrivals of unaccompanied children, 
leaving social services unable to cope. 


They have taken charge of more than 
4,300 unaccompanied minors so far 
this year, a 40 per cent increase on the 
same period last year, he said. 

Most are from Guinea, Ivory Coast, 
Sudan, Tunisia and other African 
countries. 

“I am appealing to the state once 
again not to leave the Alpes-Maritimes 
to its fate, after months of warnings,” 
Ginésy wrote in a letter circulated to 
French media. “I am saying: stop.” 

More than 25,000 migrants have 
been turned back at the border or 
arrested in the Alpes-Maritimes since 
January, an increase of 22 per cent com- 
pared with the same period last year. 
According to the EU’s border agency 
Frontex, the number detected crossing 
the Mediterranean to Italy has more 
than doubled this year to nearly 90,000. 

Many of them try to slip across the 
border into France then attempt to 
cross the Channel. About 16,000 have 
crossed to the UK so far this year. 

The topic is certain to come up at 
talks with opposition leaders, which 
Macron plans to hold on Wednesday. 

Marine Le Pen, whose hard-right 
National Rally is the single largest 
opposition party in parliament, has 
blamed immigration for the riots that 
swept across France two months ago 
after a policeman shot dead a 17-year- 
old driver of north African heritage. 

The president has denied that immi- 
gration was the cause and has rejected 
allegations by right-wing politicians 
that France is being “submerged” by the 
growing wave of migrants. He has 
acknowledged, however, that the situa- 
tionis “untenable” and he has promised 
“to reduce immigration significantly, 
starting with illegal immigration”. 

Macron, who needs the support of 
opposition parties to pass legislation 
in parliament, has been trying to con- 
vince the centre-right party, the Repub- 
licans, to back his ideas on immigration, 
but they are agitating for tougher 
measures. 
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High hopes Contestants in the World Dog Show in Geneva came in all shapes and 
sizes — 21,500 representing 350 breeds — but few taller than this Great Dane 


Feminists 
see red over 
mouth urinal 


James Imam 


Italians have been urged to boycott a 
gym in Turin until urinals shaped like a 
womans mouth have been removed 
from the mens toilets in the latest 
incident highlighting sexism in the 
country. 

An image of the urinals, similar in 
style to the Rolling Stones' logo, were 
posted online by Greta Squillace, a 
voice coach who won the televised tal- 
ent show The Voice of Italy in 2016. 

“Tcan already imagine the comments 
of whoever urinates inside,” she wrote. 
“If were you I'd be ashamed of myself." 

Nadia Conticelli, a Turin councillor 
for the left-wing Democratic Party, 
wrote on Facebook that the urinals, 
were “violent and sexist” and said Ital- 
ians should boycott the gym. Two 
regional councillors, Sarah Disabato 
and Silvio Viale, demanded that the 
urinals, below, be removed. 

McFit, the fitness chain that operates 
the gym, was initially defiant, writing 
on Instagram: “Always feel free to uri- 
nate in the women’s bathroom.” It later 
apologised, however, saying that inclu- 
sivity and gender equality were “key- 
stones” of the company’s philosophy. 

Created by 
the female 
Dutch design- 
| er Meike van 
Schijndel over 
20 years ago, 


IZAN 


the urinals, 
which cost 
about £940, 


have been in- 
stalled in clubs 
and hotels all 
over the world. 
McFit said it used traditional urinals in 
90 per cent of its 40 fitness centres. 

Voi Colonna Village, a four-star hotel 
in the town of Golfo Aranci, Sardinia, 
was also accused of sexism last week 
after using a model in a bikini, who ap- 
peared to have been covered with choc- 
olate, to decorate a buffet table. 

Experts have linked recent cases of 
abuse of women to sexism in Italian 
society. A 19-year-old woman who was 
gang raped in Palermo last month said 
that she had been told on social media 
that she was attacked because of the way 
she dressed. Last week the singer Ermal 
Meta appealed to Giorgia Meloni, the 
prime minister, asking her to put an end 
to the attacks on women. 


Green policies risk German recession’ 


Germany 
Bruno Waterfield 


Germany is heading for a recession 
driven by the bureaucracy of the gov- 
ernment’s green energy policies, the 
country's opposition has warned. 

Friedrich Merz, 67, leader of the op- 
position Christian Democrats, is ahead 
in opinion polls after adopting more 
populist policies on the environment 
and immigration. 

Germany is expected to bethe worst- 
performing leading economy in the 
world this year, according to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development. 

Merz has blamed the slump on the 
governments energy policies, which 
are being led by the Greens in the coali- 
tionledby OlafScholz the Social Dem- 
ocratic chancellor. A public backlash 
forced Scholz to back down on pro- 
posals to ban new gas boilers. 


"Unfortunately, 2023 will be a year of 
recession," Merztold the Bild am Sonn- 
tag newspaper. "Germany is the only 
major industrial country in the world to 
see its economy shrink. If the insane 
amount of bureaucracy isn't stopped 
soon, if energy prices don't fall quickly, 
then 2024 wont be a good year either.” 


Friedrich Merz 
is ahead in the 
opinion polls 


Scholz was forced to climb down on 
plans to effectively ban all new gas 
boilers from the start of next year 
following a public revolt. Instead, he 
limited the prohibition to new buildings 
and offered subsidies for heat pumps. 

The furore came after big increases 
to energy prices following Russia's inva- 


sion of Ukraine. 

The Christian Democrats are back- 
ing lower taxes on energy, the immedi- 
ate reconnection of mothballed nu- 
clear power stations and “a moratorium 
on bureaucracy" caused by net zero 
policies. Merz said: “Not a single new 
law should trigger additional bureau- 
cracy. That means, for example: We 
would stop the heating [boiler] law. In 
this form, it is not only technologically 
flawed, but also sets in motion a huge 
new bureaucracy.” 

Ina sign of where Merz is taking the 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) 
after the Angela Merkel era, he has de- 
clared opposition to Scholz’s “frenzied” 
plans to legalise cannabis. “The federal 
government cannot agree on promot- 
ing the economy, but on the legalisation 
of drugs. That says it all,” he said. 

Almost three quarters of Germans — 
73 per cent — are dissatisfied with 
Scholz’s coalition government, accord- 
ing to an opinion poll this weekend. 


Let them eat 


pasta! Poor 


Italians ‘have better diet’ 


James Imam 


The Italian agriculture minister has 
been criticised after saying that 
cash-strapped Italians ate better than 
wealthier citizens because they were 
better at finding reasonably priced 
fresh products. 

“By going directly to the producer to 
buy cheaply, they often end up buying 
quality,” Francesco Lollobrigida said at 
a food sustainability conference in 
Rimini. This contrasted, he said, with 
the US, where poorer people were 
“stuffed with food additives”. 

His remarked provoked a row over 
the Italian version of the minimum 
wage. Italy has announced that its 
citizens’ wage, a poverty relief that was 
introduced in 2019 and benefited 
17 million households, will be phased 
out by the end ofthis year and replaced 


with less generous programmes. 
Trade unionists and left-wing activ- 
ists demonstrated in southern cities last 
month, and an unemployed man in 
Terrasini, Sicily, burst into the mayor's 
office and threatened to set it on fire. 
Giorgia Meloni, the prime minister, 
ruled out a universal minimum wage 
this summer but said that it could be 
applied to some categories of worker. 
Massimiliano Valerii, director-gen- 
eral of Censis, a socioeconomic re- 
search centre, said that nearly half of 
poorer Italians were buying poorer 
quality food because of rising inflation. 
Ignazio La Russa, the president of 
the Senate, defended Lollabrigida, 
suggesting by way of example that 
Pasta alla Norma — a Sicilian dish 
made with a sauce containing tomato, 
aubergine and ricotta — was delicious, 
healthy and cheap. 
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Confession ruled out 
over past CIA torture 


United States 
Michael Evans 


A confession given by the mastermind of a 
suicide bombing on a US warship has been 
thrown out as inadmissable, in a case that 
could have implications for the prosecu- 
tion of high-ranking al-Qaeda terrorists. 

The "voluntary" confession made to 
federalagents by Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, 
alleged to have led the attack on the USS 
Cole which killed 17 American sailors in 
2000, has beenthrown out as inadmissable 
by a military judge. The judge, Colonel 
Lanny Acosta, heard that while federal 
agents had interrogated the accused in a 
courteous and friendly manner at the 
Guantanamo Bay detention centre in Cu- 
bain 2007 his previous experiences of “en- 
hanced interrogation" were still relevant. 

After his arrest in 2002 for the bombing 
ofthe US warship outsidethe port of Aden, 
Nashiri spent four years in secret CIA 
"black" prisons, where he was tortured in a 
programme officially called "enhanced in- 
terrogation". 

The judge ruled that the years of violent 
treatment, including waterboarding, a 
technique that simulates drowning, would 


IMES 


have been on his mind when he volun- 
teered to be questioned again at Guantan- 
amo. "Any resistance the accused might 
have been inclined to put up when asked to 
incriminate himself was intentionally and 
literally beaten out of him years before,” 
Acosta wrotein his ruling posted on the US 
Military Commissions website. 

The ruling could have profound impli- 
cations for all futuretrials at Guantanamo, 
where detainees charged with capital of- 
fences have suffered similar harsh treat- 
ment at the hands of CIA interrogators. 

US military prosecutors at Guantanamo 
have based their cases on the pledge that 
none of the evidence brought to trial 
would include confessions made under du- 
ress by CIA interrogators. 

However, the judges 50-page ruling 
meansthat "itis actually not possibleto sa- 
nitise cases against people who were in the 
[CIAs] extraordinary rendition pro- 
gramme [when terrorist suspects were 
flown from one country to another with- 
out any judicial process)”, Stephen Vla- 
deck, a law professor at the University of 
Texas, told The New York Times. 

The US government is expected to ap- 
peal against the judges ruling. 


EIGHT DAYS FROM 
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Meals on wheels Hungry brown bears in the eastern Bitlis province of Turkey have learnt to associate humans 
with the food they bring to the local picnic sites. This one seems to have spotted its lunch being delivered 


silhouetted mountains began to 
light up. 
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Portugal has been making wine for 
centuries, with some estimates placing 
the first planting of vines as far back as 
2000 BC. 


immerse yourself in atmospheric Porto and 

indulge in a voyage of taste and discovery 
through the verdant Douro Valley, where the 
famous Port wines are produced. Venture into 
the region known as Terras de Basto, home of 
Portugal's ‘young’ wine, vinho verde, and stay in 
handpicked hotels including the five-star Hotel 
Douro Scala, which boasts exceptional views 
over the valley. The perfect combination of 
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provide a memorable introduction to this lush, 
captivating country, once a dominant trading 
power in the world. 


[ ed by our expert guide, Lina Ferreira, 
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CORRESPONDENT 


The most intense lightning storm on Earth is 
a reminder of how quickly the paradise of 
Venezuela can descend into a hellscape 


Stephen Gibbs 


LAKE MARACAIBO 


s the evening light 
fades, I am sitting on 
the wooden deck of a 
house on stilts in the 
middle of a tropical 
lagoon, about to witness an 
astonishing natural phenomenon. 

Most nights at this time of year 
the Catatumbo lightning flashes 
in the skies above this corner of 
Lake Maracaibo. It is the most 
intense electrical storm on Earth. 

I had never expected to be 
here. I confess I have a mild 
phobia about lightning, which I 
attribute to a gardening accident 
years ago when I sawed through 
an electrical cable. But the 
friends who had persuaded me to 
join them insisted I put such 
worries aside. “It all happens 
miles away. We won't be that 
close,” they said. 

We had flown to a small airport 
at the southern end of the lake, 
then driven along a ragged road 
for a couple of hours, witnesses to 
a Venezuelan paradox: beneath 
our feet were the largest proven 
oil reserves in the world but at 
ground level there was a 
dystopian shortage of petrol. 

Every service station we passed 
was closed, replaced by groups of 


young men brandishing one-litre 
plastic bottles of bootleg fuel. 

At the near-deserted riverside 
village of Puerto Concha we met 
our skipper, Omar, standing 
alongside his hand-built fishing 
boat equipped with an old 225hp 
outboard motor, a hand-me- 
down from pre-crisis Venezuela. 

We set off, at a non-thirsty 
pace, down the narrow river. At 
every bend there was a vista of 
outlandish beauty. Parrots and 
ospreys flew above us. At one 
point, just a few feet away, a hawk 
soared down and nonchalantly 
plucked a fish out of the river. 

When we reached the lake our 
guide apologised that the house 
on stilts, our home for the night, 
looked like a jail, complete with 
metal bars. “The owner had to 
put those up or everything would 
be stolen, including the roof,’ he 
explained. 

Stepping in, I wondered if the 
late addition to a lightning-proof 
wooden design was wise. That 
concern turned to something 
closer to fear as Omar linked our 
hammocks to the railings 
with metal butchers’ 
hooks. 

At sunset we 
dined on steak 


and blue crab, y ux 
with rum, A 
before settling | 
down on the | 


deck to watch 
the spectacle. 
On cue, the sky 
above the 


Catatumbo offers the 
world's best light show 


“It's like being on Jupiter,” 
reflected one of our party, a well- 
travelled diplomat. There is a 
story that, in 1595, Francis 
Drake's attempted raid on the 
city of Maracaibo was foiled 
because this same lightning 
helped its defenders see his ships. 
It now made perfect sense. After 
a couple of hours I tried to get 
some sleep. We had been told 
that the display would reach its 
peak at about 5am. As I stepped 
inside I noticed that dark clouds 
had obscured the stars, and the 
wind was picking up. 

Half an hour later, the first 
thunder sounded. The breeze 
became a gale. I saw a lightning 
bolt touch the water, close to our 
refuge. Our abandoned 
hammocks began to billow like 
spinnakers. The flashes became 
so continuous that the whiteout 
was punctuated by darkness, not 
the other way round. That 
revealed a disturbing sight 
outside: our boat was beginning 
to sink, weighed down by the 
deluge and its oversize motor. 
Inside was the crouched figure of 
Omar, trying to bail out the water 
while the tempest lashed around 
him. We all watched, torn by a 
mix of worry and guilt. And then, 
just before dawn, it stopped. 

I drifted off to sleep, awoken 
much later by the sound of a 
crab fisherman passing nearby. 
The lake was still again, its 
waters liquid gold in the sunrise. 
I went on to the dock to take a 
picture, and there was Omar, 

getting his boat ready for 

: the return. He looked 

i» rested. 
“Who would 
have known what 
we went through 
A last night,” was 
las) all I could say. 
“That’s 
Venezuela,” 
he replied. 
“Heaven and 
hell. Sometimes 
in the same day.” 
Lightning strikes, 
notebook, page 20 
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China slashes tax on share trading to boost market confidence 


Helen Cahill 


China has halved its taxes on stock 
trading and has moved to regulate the 
pace of initial public offerings to boost 
markets asa post-pandemic recovery in 
economic activity slows. 

The Chinese finance ministry has 
pledged to revive the world's second 
largest stock market by cutting stamp 
duty on share trading from its present 
level of 0.1 per cent. The securities regu- 
lator also said it would slow the pace of 


stock market listings to prevent a drain 
on liquidity. 

In a statement, the finance ministry 
said it was cutting stamp duty for the 
first time since 2008 to “invigorate the 
capital market and boost investor con- 
fidence" The proposals were made 
after the country’s leading CSI 300 
share index fell to a nine-month low. It 
has fallen by 5 per cent this year. 

The China Securities Regulatory 
Commission also has been considering 
allowing longer trading hours for stock 


markets and a reduction in brokers' 
transaction fees. 

Chinas economy picked up pace 
when Beijing ended its strict zero- 
Covid policy. However, the recovery 
appears to have run out of steam amid 
a decline in consumer spending and 
record levels of youth unemployment. 

The property sector has been 
knocked by a decline in investors and 
China Evergrande Group, one of the 
nations biggest housebuilders, has filed 
for bankruptcy protection in the 


United States. Evergrande has about 
$340 billion of debt on its balance sheet 
and its near-collapse rattled global 
financial markets two years ago. More 
recently, Country Garden, another big 
property developer, missed payments 
on its international bonds. Beijing has 
increased government spending and 
cut taxes to support households, but it 
has been cautious about a more 
dramatic stimulus to prevent property 
companies taking on more debt. 
Capital Economics, the consultancy, 


said last week that "fears about China's 
threat to the global economy are 
bubbling up" after new figures revealed 
a decline in economic activity. Prices 
have fallen by 0.3 per cent over the past 
year and analysts are warning that 
China may miss its annual growth 
target of about 5per cent. However, 
Capital Economics said that Chinas 
impact on other countries could be 
limited as it "has not been a source of 
significant new demand for other 
economies". 


Late payment 
rules ignored 
by big firms 


Call for robust penalties to protect suppliers 


James Hurley 


Rules designed to force large com- 
panies to reveal how long they take to 
pay suppliers have failed to improve 
payment practices and are being widely 
"ignored", new research reveals. 

Since "duty to report" legislation was 
introduced, the average time it takes a 
large business to pay an invoice has 
fallen by only one day, to 36 days, 
according to an analysis of official data. 

There has also been only a "slight 
improvement" in the number of late 
payments over the past five years, 
according to the Chartered Institute of 
Procurement & Supply, which con- 
ducted the research. 

Since 2017, qualifying businesses 
have been required to publish reports 
on payments to suppliers at least twice 
a year to tackle the administrative and 
financial burdens that arise when com- 
panies are not paid on time. The CIPS 
research is based on these filings. 

Despite "duty to report" being a legal 
requirement, the number of submis- 
sions to the database has fallen every 
year since 2019, with 15,087 submis- 
sions in 2019 but only 12,829 last year. 

Terry Corby, chief executive of Good 
Business Pays, a campaign group, said: 
"Some businesses are ignoring the reg- 
ulations entirely and arefailingto input 
their data. 

“Not only is this against the law, but it 
is symbolic of a culture of disregard 
towards the impact of late payments 
and the rules in place to tackle it. The 
approach of relying on businesses to 
police themselves on this issue is failing 
and more robust penalties are needed 
to force businesses to properly engage.” 


On average, 31 per cent of payments 
were late in 2018. By 2022 that figure 
had dropped to 26 per cent and it 
remains at that level this year. 

“Large UK businesses are regularly 
missing their own contractual dead- 
lines to pay suppliers,” the supply chain 
and procurement group said. 

A government review of payment 
rules was completed this year and is due 
to report after parliament’s summer 
recess. The government indicated it is 
willing to take a tougher stance on 
enforcing payment rules. 

CIPS said that one idea under consid- 
eration would require businesses to 
report on the total value of their late 
payments, as well as the number of pay- 
ments, to “address concerns that the 
data is being distorted by businesses 
paying smaller invoices quickly while 
delaying larger ones”. 

Craig Beaumont, chief of external 
affairs at the Federation of Small Busi- 
nesses, said one in seven of the UK’s 
largest companies were ignoring the 
rules. He called this “woeful” and called 
for Rishi Sunak to intervene. “The 
prime minister could have an impact, 
making membership of his Business 
Council contingent on signing the 
prompt payment code, to pay small 
suppliers within 30 days.” 

A government spokesman said: 
“Businesses should not be forced to 
chase late payments, which can lead to 
cashflow problems, put their firms at 
risk, and prevent them from growing. 

“Our review has been scrutinising 
existing payment practices, the prompt 
payment code, and other measures in 
place to make sure small firms are fairly 
treated by their larger clients.” 


> - — 
Tackling a tricky problem Matt Dawson, left, and Tim Rodber, his former England teammate, are leading the way at The 
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Instant Group, a provider of office space, as it seeks to capitalise on the changing world of work. Instant aim, page 32 


Private equity bids £90m for Wilko 


Helen Cahill 


A private equity firm has made a 
£90 million bid for Wilko as adminis- 
trators press ahead with efforts to find a 
buyer for the collapsed retailer. 

M2 Capital has offered to guarantee 
jobs for Wilko's 12,500 workers over a 
two-year period after union represent- 
atives complained last week about 
possible redundancies. The firm has 
putin an offer to administrators at PwC 
that could preserve Wilko's operations 
across its entire 400-store estate, The 
Guardian reported. 

PwC is assessing bids for the general 
merchandise chain this weekend after 
it was unable to find a buyer for the 
business. 

Doug Putman, the tycoon behind 


HMV, also has made a bid for Wilko 
that would preserve 350 stores and 
would pay off its £40 million debt to 
Hilco, the restructuring specialist. 

Andy Prendergast, national secre- 
tary of the GMB, has said the union 
“will not forget the incompetence” that 
led to Wilkos collapse and has com- 
plained that its owners “gambled 
workers’ jobs” by paying out dividends. 
PwC has been appointed to secure the 
best value for creditors, but has said it is 
“intent on achieving the best outcome 
for everyone involved”. 

Prendergast said: “The devil is in the 
detail, but any bid that guarantees jobs 
must be prioritised. 

“Losing Wilko will not only put 
12,500 out of work across the country, 
but also would be another nail in the 


coffin of the high street. PwC must 
recognise that creditors are not the 
only people with a stake on this — 
working people's livelihoods must be 
the priority.” 

Lisa Wilkinson, the granddaughter 
of James Kemsey Wilkinson, the chain's 
founder, stepped down as chairwoman 
this year and her family has been 
criticised for taking millions of pounds 
in dividends before its collapse. 

She has responded by telling The 
Sunday Times that Wilko's manage- 
ment had “worked really bloody hard” 
to keep the company afloat and that the 
collapse “wasn't because anybody was 
sitting there twiddling their thumbs”. 

Poundland and B&M are also vying 
for parts of Wilko's store portfolio but 
have not offered to buy its brand. 


30 


Monday August 28 2023 | THE TIMES 


Business 


Need to know 


Almost a third of first-time 
Jiwe in Britain have had 

financial help from family this 
year to buy property, with support 
from siblings double that of six 
years ago. Brothers and sisters 
now help a record 11 per cent of 
family-funded first-time 
purchases, according to research 
supplied by Hamptons, the estate 
agency, and Skipton Building 
Society. Page 8 


CBD products risk being 

withdrawn from shelves 

unless the government 
clarifies the law, suppliers have 
warned. A group of companies 
that make cannabidiol 
supplements want the Home 
Office to provide “immediate 
clarification” of the legal position 
of the cannabis plant extracts after 
it shut down the operation of a 
supplier despite it complying with 
rules laid down by the Food 
Standards Agency. Page 10 


bottles may have been 

associated in the past with 
cheap plonk, but a new range of 
fine wines is trying to change that. 
The Wine Society is selling four of 
its most popular products in 
recycled, flat bottles made out of 
PET plastic to reduce its carbon 
footprint. Pages 13, 23 


2 Boxed wines and plastic 


three-day weeks to give 

students more time for part- 
time jobs. Course schedules are 
being condensed into a few days 
rather than being spread across 
the week in an effort to help 
students struggling with the cost 
of living. More than half are doing 
paid work during term time, the 
first time the proportion has been 
so high. Page 18 


5 Rules designed to force large 


| Universities are introducing 


companies to reveal how long 

they take to pay suppliers 
have failed to improve payment 
practices and are being widely 
“ignored”, new research reveals. 
Page 29 


A private equity firm has 

made a £90 million bid for 

Wilko as administrators press 
ahead with efforts to find a buyer 
for the collapsed retailer. M2 
Capital has offered to guarantee 
jobs for Wilko's 12,500 workers 
over a two-year period. Page 29 


stock trading and has moved 

to regulate the pace of initial 
public offerings to boost markets 
as a post-pandemic recovery of 
economic activity slows. Page 29 


7 China has halved taxes on 


A co-founder of Metro Bank 

and Atom Bank and a former 

Uber executive are forming a 
consultancy, Archie, to address 
what they see as a failure of 
venture capital to properly support 
financial technology businesses. 
They will take an equity stake in 
lieu of fees. 


development of new North 

Sea gasfields have been held 
up amid fears that they could 
harm wildlife including harbour 
porpoises. 


A government initiative to 
10 develop the commercial 

value of women’s sports 
teams, leagues, competitions and 


events is to be launched. Page 32 


9 Plans to fast-track the 


Soaring costs put farmers on 
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Britains agricultural 
sector is facing up to 
unpredented pressures, 
report Ben Cooke 

and Isabella Fish 


Check the prices on supermarket 
shelves and it's easy to get the sense 
that all is not well with Britain's food 
supply. Between March 2022 and the 
same month this year, the price of food 
rose by 19.1 per cent, the fastest such 
increase since 1977. At the same time, 
the sight of empty shelves has become 
more common, as happened in 
February, when poor harvests in Spain 
and Morocco led supermarkets to 
ration purchases of tomatoes, cucum- 
bers and other fresh produce. 

In its National Food Strategy, 
published in June last year, the gov- 
ernment claimed that the country 
enjoyeda “high degree of food security” 
and a “diverse and resilient food 
supply”. Yet conversations with farmers 
and food policy experts reveal a food 
system beset by challenges. Indeed, 
according to Tim Lang, Emeritus 
Professor of Food Policy at City Uni- 
versity London, “the UK food system... 
is actually stretched, open to disruption 
and by no stretch of the imagination 
‘resilient’.” 

Growing only about 60 per cent of 
the food it eats, a proportion that’s 
down from nearly 80 per cent in the 
1980s, the UK faces obstacles in its food 
supply chains at home and abroad. 
Unpredictable weather linked with 
climate change is making harvests less 
reliable. The nation’s wheat yield, for 
example, fell by 40 per cent in 2020 as 
the weather swung between drought 
and storms. 

Many farmers are also struggling to 
hire enough people to pick their crops, 
despite the governments recent 
expansion of the seasonal worker 
scheme to offer 45,000 visas. 

"Our supplier colleagues still point to 
some real challenges in getting hold of 
the skilled workers they need,” Simon 
Roberts, the chief executive of Sains- 
bury’s, said. “We've got to make sure 
there are no labour shortages because 
that can put pressure on food avail- 


ability, which in turn puts pressure on 
prices.” 

Then there was the sudden disrup- 
tion of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
which hammered farmers’ finances by 
driving up the prices of fuel, fertiliser 
and feed. Most fertiliser is made by 
mixing nitrogen in the air with hydro- 
gen from natural gas, so when sanc- 
tions on Russia caused natural gas 
prices to soar, so, too, did the price of 
fertiliser. And with Ukrainian and 
Russian grain exports stymied, the 
price of animal feed also rose. 

This has meant a brutal year for 
Barfoots, a horticultural business that 
grows corn, asparagus, courgettes and 
other vegetables on 8,500 acres near 
Chichester, West Sussex. In the weeks 
after Russia’s invasion, the price of 
fertiliser went from “£200 to £300 a 
tonne to £800”, Julian Marks, the 
company’s managing director, said. “It’s 
now falling back towards £400 a tonne, 
but you have to remember that what 
we're producing today is grown off the 
back of last year’s fertiliser prices. 

“We also went from paying 43p per 
litre of red diesel to paying 106p. Now 
it’s fallen back to 60p to 70p a litre, but 
it’s still 50 per cent more than we were 
paying in 2020.” 

Hanging over everything,however, 
has been the increasing price of labour, 
a trend that Marks traces back to 
Britain’s exit from the European Union. 
“Labour was in short supply and the 
cost of it started going up,” he said. 
Barfoots is especially vulnerable to 
increasing labour costs because its 
crops are be picked by hand. 

The governments introduction of 
the seasonal worker visa has eased the 
problem, but Marks, 55, described the 
scheme’s 45,000-worker cap as “a bit 
nanny state" Minette Batters, presi- 
dent of the National Farmers' Union, 
has argued that it needs to increase to 
70,000. 

Yet another factor reducing margins 
has been the rising minimum wage, 
which rose by 9.6 per cent in April to 
reflect the impact of inflation on the 
lowest earners. While the remunera- 
tion of certain chief executives under- 
mines Marks’ claim that "the only 
people who have had inflation-beating 
increases to their pay in the last seven 
or eight years are those on the mini- 
mum wage", higher labour costs are 
eating into profit margins. All told, the 
past year had been *very painful" for 
the business, he said, made all the more 
so by a 25 per cent reduction in yields 
during last year's drought. 

Meanwhile, those of us staring wide- 
eyed at prices at the till might imagine 


Growing problems 


Fresh produce 


Value of trade of fruit and 
vegetables in the UK 
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that farmers have managed to pass on 
rising costs to shoppers. In fact, the 
price of growing food has increased 
much more sharply than the price of 
buying it. 

This is a long-term trend, but it's 
accelerated in recent years. Between 
2006 and 2020, the price of food rose 
by 40 per cent while the price of 
farming inputs such as fertiliser, feed 
and labour leapt by 81 per cent. Since 
then, the gap has widened, with the 
price of food reaching 77 per cent above 
2006 levels in March but the price of 
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farming inputs climbing 186 per cent 
above 2006 levels. 

At the same time that farmers’ out- 
goings have increased, the prices they 
can command for some products have 
remained incredibly low, as super- 
markets and other parts of the supply 
chain claim their share of the value of 
their produce. Sustain, the food charity, 
has found that farmers make less than 
a penny of profit on several everyday 
purchases, including a pack of cheddar 
cheese and a four-pack of burgers. And 
as margins have tightened, so the 


Archie: we will be educating start-ups 


Hannah Prevett 


A co-founder of Metro Bank and 
Atom Bank and a former Uber execu- 
tive have teamed up to address what 
they see as a failure of venture capital to 
properly support financial technology 
businesses. 

Anthony Thomson, who helped to 
establish and was chairman of the 
challenger banks, and Steve Brennen, a 
former head of marketing at Uber, the 
ride-hailing group, will launch Archie, 
a consultancy, today. Paul Pester, who 
ran TSB Bank between 2013 and 2018, is 
a non-executive director of the busi- 
ness. They plan to work with the 
founders of up to a dozen start-ups in 
Britain, the Middle East and Australia, 
taking an equity stake in lieu of fees. 

“If you are an early stage business 
you'd never get a Steve Brennen or a 
Paul Pester to come and join you ... so 


[we thought], ‘How about we do an 
exchange for equity?” Thomson, 69, 
said. He said venture capital investors 
promised mentoring as well as cash, but 
often fell short on the former. His team 
would be “in the business every day”, 
working directly with founders. 

Thomson plans to identify compa- 
nies worthy of investment and then to 
scrutinise them to see if his team can 
add value. “We look through the 
traditional venture capital lens, which 
is: do we see this business having the 
capability to grow itself to ten or twenty 
times [and] is this a business we can 
help to grow? 

“It’s a very high conviction bet for us 
whereas — theres this phrase in 
venture capital which is ‘spray and 
pray’ — [others'] view is that only one 
or two businesses will succeed and give 
them ten times or more than [their 
original investment]. So they spray 


their money around lots of businesses 
and they pray one or two of them will 
work.” 

Thomson had the idea after selling 
86 400, a challenger bank, to National 
Australia Bank for $220 million in 2021 
and after researching the reasons that 
other financial technology start-ups 
had failed. 

“It became apparent that it was not 
about the physical capital,’ he said. 
“They just didn’t know how to spend it 
appropriately. The more I looked at it, 
the more it became clear that the 
challenge that a lot of these early stage 
businesses had was they'd never done it 
[before]? 

Brennen will act as chief executive of 
Archie, with Thomson as its chairman. 
Fawaz Zu'bi, the founder and chief 
executive of Silicon Badia, a venture 
capital firm whose base is in Jordan, is a 
non-executive alongside Pester. 


Meet us too, 
say leaders of 
small firms 


Emma Powell 


Representatives of small businesses 
have called on the prime minister to 
expand his business council to better 
address the needs of companies that 
employ more than half of Britain's 
workers. 

The council was set up by the 
government to "break down barriers" 
and improve relations after the pre- 
mierships of Boris Johnson and Liz 
Truss and to offset a charm offensive by 
Labour. It includes chief executives 
from 14 companies, including Diageo 
and AstraZeneca. 

In a letter to Rishi Sunak, leaders 
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Salad shop 
Average price of salad vegetables 
in the UK 


— Tomatoes — Cucumber 

— Pre-packed salad — Iceberg lettuce 
— Onions — Carrots 

— Peppers 


Expensive agriculture 


— Fertilisers and soil improvers 
— Energy and lubricants 
L3 | — Animal feed 
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Workers sort through the 
harvest at Barfoots Farm 
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number of British agricultural busi- 
nesses has fallen — by 7,000 to 142,500 
between 2019 and 2022. 

Marks suggested that the decrease in 
farmers margins was a threat to 
Britain’s food security: “The days of 
farmers growing 10 per cent more than 
they need, on the basis that they will 
always be able to fill their orders, I think 
those days are gone. There is no fat left 
in the game to enable you to create 
abundance. 

“Resilient supply chains require 
abundance, because the very nature of 
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in prices of a specific set of goods 


the crop is that it doesn't produce the 
same amount every week. So unless 
you're prepared to over-produce, there 
will always be periods where avail- 
ability drops below demand. And I don’t 
know any growers who overproduce.” 

Batters agreed, with the NFU boss 
saying that “if we don't deliver a better 
return at the farm gate, we will see less 
food produced”. 

Moreover, widespread claims of 
supermarket profiteering don't neces- 
sarily add up: there is little evidence of 
unusually high profits at the largest 
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A price index measurement tracks average changes 


22 23 


Annual price index of fertiliser, animal feed and 
energy agriculture inputs in the UK 2014-2022 
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Organic crops 
are a haven 
from volatility 


Behind the story 


rganic 

farming, 

Ben Andrews 

says, “has 

always had a 
slightly hippyish 
connotation”, but in light 
of farmers’ rising costs it 
simply seems common 
sense to him (Ben Cooke 


- 50 writes). 
He and his father Colin 
-0 are tenant farmers of 


Broadward Hall in north 
Herefordshire, a mixed 
farm with cattle, wheat 
and vegetables that 

has been organic 
for 20 years. 
Abstaining 
from 
fertiliser, 
animal feed 
and almost 


any 
pesticide, they 
have insulated 
themselves from 
many of the price 

rises that have battered 
other farmers. 

To maintain yields 
without these inputs, each 
part of the farm must 
work in concert. For the 
cows’ winter silage, the 
farm grows clover, which 


fixes nitrogen into the soil. 


The soil's fertility is 
improved further by 
covering it with manure. 
In lieu of pesticide, the 
borders of fields are left to 


^ud * 


line of a food crisis 


grow wild, providing a 
home for insect-eating 
birds. 

Andrews, below, said the 
only rising cost that had 
affected the farm was of 
diesel and that last year 
overall had been a good 
one, thanks to the increase 
in the price of wheat. The 
farm received £515 per 
tonne for what once would 
have gone for £300. 

While the yields of 
certain crops such as 
broccoli are similar to 
those achieved by more 
intensive methods, wheat 
yields are lower, but then 
“it’s cheaper to grow”. 
However, lower yields 
make organic an 
imperfect solution for 
feeding the nation. 
Researchers at the 

University of 
Reading have 
found that if all 
farmers in 

England and 
Wales went 
organic, they 
would 
produce 
40 per cent 
less food. 
Nevertheless, 
Andrews argued that, 
as input prices rose, 
“organic farming has 
become quite trendy. It 
does seem as though the 
tide is turning. You see 
people having their hand 
forced no only by the 
rising costs but also by the 
volatility, just not knowing 
from one year to the next 
what things are going to 
cost. So I think people are 
trying to build some 


grocers. Roberts said that Sainsbury's 
operating margin “was just under 3 per 
cent in the last year, compared with 
about 3.3 per cent [previously]. What 
that shows is that margins in this 
industry have come down over the past 
three years as operating costs have 
gone up and every part of the industry 
has really sought to bring better-value 
food to customers.” 

However, Vicki Hird, head of 
sustainable farming at Sustain, argued 
that farmers could be paid more with- 
out consumers noticing a rise in their 


stability into the system.” 


shopping bills. “If supermarket buyers 
doubled the tiny portion of profit 
farmers get — from say 0.09p on a 
white sliced loaf to 0.18p — it should 
make little difference to shoppers but 
would really help farmers.” 


Data by Aahminah Azoor 


TOMORROW 
Water shortages put extra 
strain on food security 


including Tina McKenzie, national 
policy chairwoman of the Federation of 
Small Businesses, and Neil Davy, chief 
executive at Family Business UK, said 
the challenges facing small businesses 
were often different to those faced by 
large companies. “The interventions 
you make on behalf of those large 
corporates won't necessarily work for 
smaller firms,” the industry bodies said. 
Including only the leaders of large 
companies could mean the prime min- 
ister was “briefed on it from a small 
group of like-minded individuals, over- 
looking the other side of the argument”. 
They have urged the prime minister 
to expand the numbers of those attend- 
ing the twice-a-year meetings of the 
business council to include small busi- 
ness representatives, or to consider 
meeting the organisations separately. 
Downing Street said: “The prime 
minister and his advisers regularly 
meet SME leaders where small busi- 
nesses can share their views.” 
Government and business must work 
together, Shevaun Haviland, page 33 


North Sea gas plan not fit for porpoise 


Emily Gosden Energy Editor 


Plans to fast-track the development of 
new North Sea gasfields have been held 
up amid fears that they could harm 
wildlife including harbour porpoises. 

Last year the North Sea Transition 
Authority, which awards licences to 
drill for oil and gas, identified four “pri- 
ority clusters” of fields in the southern 
North Sea where gas had been found in 
the past but not developed. It estimated 
that the four areas combined could 
contain a trillion cubic feet of recovera- 
ble gas, the equivalent of the gas used by 
25 million homes in a year. 

The authority said it wanted to “ex- 
pedite” production at these fields by 
awarding licences “as soon as possible” 
to bolster Britain’s energy security. 
It warned that otherwise there was 
arisk that existing infrastructure in the 
area, which would be used to produce 


the gas, would be decommissioned and 
the gas would become “stranded” and 
would remain “unexploited”. After 
receiving bids from interested compa- 
nies as part of the latest North Sea 
licensing round, it said in January that 
the priority areas “could see production 
in as little as 18 months”. 

It is understood the authority had 
indicated that it intended to award 
these licences by May or June, but the 
licences now need further environ- 
mental assessment, which is expected 
to take until the middle of next month. 

Documents from the Offshore 
Petroleum Regulator for Environment 
and Decommissioning show that 
concerns affecting the priority clusters 
in the southern North Sea include the 
effect on harbour porpoises, which are 
protected in Special Areas of Conserva- 
tion. The regulator is assessing how the 
species may be affected by disturbance 


from drilling rigs, including potential 
discharges and noise. Other blocks in 
the southern North Sea thought to be 
part of the priority clusters are subject 
to concerns about birds, including the 
sandwich tern and the red-throated 
diver. 

Oceana, an environmental group, 
has call the plan “a wanton act of 
environmental vandalism”. 

If the licences pass the assessment, 
they go for sign-off from the govern- 
ment. The fields are expected to take 18 
months to develop, pushing first pro- 
duction into 2025. 

Government plans to award more 
than 100 North Sea oil and gas licences 
have already caused outrage on climate 
grounds. 

The transition authority said: “We 
hope to be able to issue the first tranche 
of licences this autumn and the second 
at the end of the year or early next.” 


The week ahead 


TOMORROW 


Bunzl was best known during the 
pandemic for making a packet 
supplying companies with 
personal protective equipment and 
sanitising agents. However, it also 
suffered from the closure of cafés, 
pubs, restaurants and hotels. With 
life getting back to normal, the 

£9 billion group has said already 
that first-half revenues could be 
up by as much as 5 per cent at 
actual exchange rates, though that 
masks growth of only 1 per cent at 
a constant currency level. That 
indicates the business has stalled a 
little and analysts suggest pre-tax 
profits for the full year will be 
below £800 million, compared 
with £818 million in 2022. 
Interims Bunzl, Dalata Hotel 
Group, Faron Pharmaceuticals 


WEDNESDAY 


It will be Ben Bulmers first outing 
in front of analysts as chief 
financial officer for Prudential. It 
will also be a first in another way 
as the Asia-focused pensions and 
investments business reports 
under the new IFRSI/ accounting 
rules, which slow the rate at which 
insurers can recognise profits. In 
the first quarter, the Pru reported 
a 35 per cent surge in new business 
after the border between mainland 
China and Hong Kong reopened. 
For the half-year to the end of 
June, analysts expect a 25 per cent 
rise in sales to $2.93billion and a 
33 per cent improvement in new 
business profits to $1.46 billion. 
Interims Flowtech Fluidpower, 
Prudential 

Finals TheWorks.co.uk 


THURSDAY 


Investors will get an insight into 
the European Central Bank's 
decision to raise interest rates for 
the ninth time when an account of 
its July meeting is released. The 
chances of a rate pause have 
increased after the eurozone's 
private sector output slumped by 
more than expected in August, 
pointing to an overall contraction 
in growth in the third quarter. 
Most economists now expect the 
ECB to hold rates steady at its 
next meeting on September 14. 
Annual inflation fell to 5.3 per cent 
in July and is still more than twice 
the ECB’s target. 

Interims Alfa Financial Software 
Holding, BBGI Global 
Infrastructure, Grafton, 
PensionBee, PPHE Hotel 


FRIDAY 


As the Federal Reserve mulls the 
next steps of its campaign to bring 
down inflation, Wall Street will 
scrutinise the latest non-farm 
payrolls reading to gauge the 
impact on Americas labour 
market. Non-farm payrolls are 
estimated to have risen by 175,000 
this month, according to a 
consensus forecast compiled by 
FactSet. This would be down from 
187,000 in July. Unemployment is 
thought to have risen from 3.5 per 
cent to 3.6 per cent. The payroll 
reading is seen as the most 
important indicator of how the 
economy in the United States is 
performing. Markets are betting 
that the Fed will keep its interest 
rates on hold at its next meeting 
on September 19. 
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Women's sport shown | programme will provide 


goal for £1bn industry 


government 
initiative to 
develop the 
commercial 
value of 
women's sports teams, 
leagues, competitions 
and events will be 
launched this autumn 
(Richard Tyler writes). 
Timed to build on the 
England Lionesses’ 
performance in 
football’s Women’s 
World Cup, the 
Department for 
Business and Trade 
plans to launch an 
investment accelerator 
scheme from which the 
holders of women’s 


sports rights can benefit. 


It promises to offer 
access to investors and 


mentors and is backed 
by Deloitte, the Big Four 
accounting group, and 
the International 
Working Group on 
Women and Sport. 

Nusrat Ghani, the 
minister for industry 
and economic security, 
said: “We want to make 
the UK the world’s top 
destination for women’s 
sport investment and 
with this new scheme we 
can build on the 
Lionesses’ fantastic 
World Cup run to help 
to attract investment in 
women’s sport’s next 
success stories. 

“This is an open goal 
for women’s sports 
leagues, teams and 
competitions looking for 


sessions on the 
commercial market for 
rights-holders and will 
bring them into contact 
with sponsors and 
advisers. The 
government hopes that 
competitions such as the 
FA Women’s Super 
League and the Netball 
Super League will be 
among those that 
benefit. It predicted that 
women’s sports in the 
UK would be worth 
more than £l billion a 
year by 2030. 

Lisa O'Keefe, 
secretary-general for the 
International Working 
Group on Women and 
Sport, said the 
programme would help 
women’s sport to 
capitalise on the 
opportunity presented 
by growing commercial 
interest. 


The Lionesses celebrate 
their victory over Australia 
in the World Cup semi-final 


Instant 


Former England pair aim for 


success in todays office leasing game 


TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER RICHARD POHLE 


Flexibility is the key 
as Tim Rodber and 
Matt Dawson drive 
their business forward, 
reports Tom Howard 


The moment is ingrained in many 
people's memories: Matt Dawson slings 
the ball back to Jonny Wilkinson to 
score the match-winning drop goal in 
the Rugby World Cup final. Twenty 
years on, Dawson will be a radio com- 
mentator when this year’s World Cup 
begins next week. In between matches, 
though, he has a day job to focus on. 

Almost ten years ago he was hired by 
Tim Rodber, his former British & Irish 
Lions, England and Northampton 
teammate, who now runs The Instant 
Group, a provider of flexible office 
space. Instant has been referred to as 
the “Booking.com of the office indus- 
try” because of its role as amatchmaker 
between businesses and office space. 

Officially, Dawson, 50, is a strategic 
sales consultant. In practice, he is 
Instant’s chief rainmaker, whose job it is 
to get in front of big-time chief execu- 
tives and to convince them they need 
Instant’s help. 

“To grow the business in the way Tim 
wanted it to grow, we needed more con- 
versations with senior decision-makers 
and for them to embrace what Instant 
was about. Wherever I am, it could be 
that I’m sat at a dinner somewhere or 
I'm playing golf or I’m working with 
another business, something will crop 
up and I'll go, You need Instant.” 

Rodber and Dawson go back a long 
way. They played side-by-side for ten 
years at Northampton Saints, went on 
Lions’ tours and represented England 
together. At one point, they even lived 
with one another. But “Daws” is not 
there simply because he is a friend of 
the boss. “To be clear,’ Rodber said, 
“Daws has to deliver. If he didn’t, he 
wouldnt be here. Hes done some 
amazing things for us around building 
relationships and awareness.” 

Rodber, 54, retired from professional 


rugby in 2001. After setting up and 
selling his marketing business, he was 
appointed chief executive of Instant in 
2013. 

The “Booking.com of the office 
industry” tagline bugs him a little. 
There is, Rodber argues, “a lot more to 
it than that”. Occupiers, for example, 
are not alone in using Instant; it also 
serves landlords that have space to let 
but are not sure what to do with it. 
Given how working from home has up- 
ended the office market, there are 
plenty of building owners scratching 
their heads about what to do next. 

Instant’s focus is on the flexible office 
market. Unlike traditional office leases, 
which tie occupiers to a building for a 
decade or longer, “flex” offices can be 
leased out for weeks or months at a 
time, while companies can quickly 
increase or decrease the amount of 
space they require. 

Nearly all the big landlords are 


A E 


adding more flexible space or are 
getting companies such as Instant to do 
it for them. And amid the fundamental 
changes to the office industry brought 
on by Covid and hybrid working, this 
part of the market is taking off. 
“Behaviourally, working from home 
is part of the fabric of the UK working 
society now and I dont see that 
changing, Rodber said. "Times of 
change are exciting. Two industries 
changed irrevocably because of Covid. 
One is drugmaking: what can be 
achieved when you need to achieve it is 
quite unbelievable. The second is the 
workspace industry. It was brewing 
anyway, with advances in technology 
and [the attitudes of] younger people. 
Covid meant it just leapt a decade.” 
According to Dawson, landlords 
must start to embrace the changes 
brought on by the pandemic, areas such 
as better sustainability, flexible leases 
and nicer amenities. If they fail to, 


Matt Dawson, left, and Tim Rodber have high hopes for Instant, which acts as a matchmaker between firms and office space 


"they're going to get whisked away by 
the landlord who does". 

Rodber, meanwhile, is critical of the 
"inherent laziness" of the office indus- 
try, which he feels is "still sitting in the 
world of 30 years ago". Retail landlords 
were hit with the same accusations a 
decade ago, since when shops have 
emptied, shopping centre values have 
collapsed and rents have come right 
down. In his view, the office market "is 
three years into its twenty-year ‘retail 
moment’, theres no doubt about it”. 

There are signs that landlords are 
starting to react to the changing 
landscape. In his conversations with 
senior executives, Dawson has found 
that most have a "very, very different 
mindset than ten years ago". Perhaps it 
is because they are realising that they 
can charge more money for better 
offices with less onerous lease terms 
without upsetting occupiers. 

“Flex is more expensive to buy on a 


per-desk basis, but in real terms it's 
cheaper,” Rodber said. “You might pay 
£700 for a desk [in a flexible office]. In a 
ten-year lease, that same desk might 
work out at £400, but there's no one at 
it” 

Instant was a relatively unknown 
business before the spring of last year, 
when it was thrust into the limelight 
when IWG, the office group formerly 
known as Regus, bought an 85 per cent 
stake in it. Rodber, Dawson and other 
members of its senior management 
own the rest. 

At the time, it was seen by some 
industry onlookers as an odd deal 
because Instant helps landlords to tidy 
up and let out their offices to the same 
occupiers that IWG targets to fill its 
own sites. Mark Dixon, IWG’s founder, 
decided that he “would rather be a part 
of the ownership than not”, Rodber 
said. 

Despite having become part of IWG 
only last year, Rodber is not shy in 
talking about an exit already. At some 
point over the next two or three years, 
he thinks it is an “inevitability” that 
Instant will demerge. “The timings of 
that will be determined by the markets 
and whether that is an initial public 
offering or a different sort of structure 
remains to be seen. We're all pretty 
relaxed about it.” 

Before then, there is a World Cup to 
address and, for Instants former 
England players, to assess the chances 
of their country achieving success. 
Dawson is confident England will make 
it to the semi-finals at least. Rodber 
thinks “they’re worth a bet”, given the 
competition’s pool group draw, but he 
worries that some of the players’ flair is 
being stifled. 

“The role of a chief executive or 
coach is to create the five or six guard- 
rails so that everyone can feel comfort- 
able,” he said. “With the England rugby 
team now, there are probably 40 of 
those guardrails. They are pro- 
grammed to do something and it’s 
removing the natural ability of the 
player. That's what it looks like to me. In 
business, if it were the same way, you'd 
dull the organisation and lose that 
entrepreneurial, can-do spirit.” 
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Comment Business 


Paul Johnson 


Disability, illness and pain are real 
problems for the entire economy 


About one in five 
working-age adults 
in the UK is 
disabled. That is 
about eight million 


people of working age who report 
having a longstanding illness, 
disability or impairment (of more 
than 12 months) that limits daily 
activities such as moving around, 
communication or memory. 

That is a very large group. In the 
space of a couple of years after the 
pandemic, the number of people 
putting in new claims and being 
awarded disability benefits literally 
doubled. More recently this has 
fallen back a little and the number of 
new claimants each month is “only” 
50 per cent more than it was before 
Covid. We are set to spend £50 billion 
on various health and disability- 
related benefits for working-age 
adults this year. 

The disabled are a group of great 
economic and social importance for 
whom we have enacted legislation to 
protect them from discrimination. 
Disability is a protected characteristic 
under the Equality Act 2010, as are, 
for example, gender, ethnicity and 
age. Yet we know less about the 
prevalence, causes and effects of 
inequalities in disabilities than for the 
other protected characteristics. The 
first analysis of the effect of the 
Covid outbreak on disabled workers, 
for example, emerged well after the 
worst of the pandemic had passed. 

Part of the reason may be a 
perceived difficulty in defining and 
describing who is disabled. Some will 
be “obviously” so — they may be 
deaf, may use a wheelchair or may 
suffer from cerebral palsy or other 
lifelong disabling medical conditions. 
For others, there will be a subjective 
element to how people evaluate the 
extent to which they are 
functionally limited in 
their everyday lives. 

That is little excuse 
for ignoring the 
issue. Even where 
there might be a 
degree of 
subjectivity, 
people’s own 
evaluation of 
their ability to 
carry out tasks will 


iA 


People with degrees 
are less likely to suffer 
from pain and illness 


profoundly affect their quality of life, 
the choices they make and hence 
their future wellbeing. 

Work published last week by my 
colleagues at the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies could not have been timelier 
or more important. It looks in depth 
at what has been happening to rates 
of disability, who is disabled and the 
consequences. 

You might reasonably expect that 
he most important driver of 
disability would be age. Overall rates 
of disability are, indeed, higher for 
older age groups. More than one in 
en people in their late fifties are 
receiving disability benefits, against 
about 4 per cent of those in their 
twenties and early thirties. 

Nevertheless, you would be wrong. 

With reporting a longstanding 
imiting disability, the more 
important determinant than age is 
education. More than a quarter of 
people in their early thirties who 
have no qualifications report a 
disability, rising to a half among 
those in their late fifties. Graduates in 
their fifties and even their early 
sixties are less likely to report a 
disability than 30-year-olds without 
qualifications. 

You see the same pattern in benefit 
receipt. A couple of decades ago, 
receipt of incapacity benefits — 
benefits for those unable to work 
because of ill health — was 
dominated by older groups. Today, it 
is the less well educated of whatever 
age who are more likely to receive 
these benefits. Young, poorly 
educated people are considerably 
more likely to receive them than older 
graduates. 

Mental health problems are 
important here and have become 
more so over time, especially for the 
young, but these patterns are by no 

means driven entirely by 
such problems. Both 
physical and mental 
health problems are 
more prevalent 
à among the less 
«€ well educated and 
poor physical 
`, health is a much 
more important 
driver of 
differences in 
rates of disability 
at older ages. The 
less well educated 
start off with more 
health problems and the 


rate of increase with age is much 
faster. 

These gaps in reported disability 
are mirrored by gaps in suffering pain. 
Again, overall, older people are more 
likely to report living with pain than 
younger people, but the young with 
lower educational attainment report 
more pain than older people of 
working age with higher 
qualifications. This is not simply a 
difference between graduates and 
those with no qualifications at all. 
Those aged 30 to 49 with GCSEs or 
A-levels suffer more pain than those 
aged 50 to 64 with degrees. 

As you might expect, all this has 
economic as well as social 
consequences. Overall, there is a gap 
of 30 percentage points in the 
probability of disabled and non- 
disabled people being in work. 

Government and others have been 
concerned about the growth in 
economic inactivity among those in 
their late fifties and early sixties since 
the pandemic. Just look at who is in 
work and who is not: among people 
aged 55 to 59, fully 80 per cent of 
those not reporting any work-related 
disability are in work; that drops to 
40 per cent among those with a 
disability. And the gaps are biggest for 
the least well educated. Even among 
that group, three quarters of those 
without a disability are in work, 
against only a quarter of those with a 
disability. 

Rather like the health inequalities 
and differences in life expectancy 
between regions and between rich 
and poor, these variations in rates of 
disability, pain and employment tell 
us something disturbing. I have 
focused on differences by educational 
attainment. That stands as a crude 
proxy for, or cause of, differences in 
opportunity, wealth or social status. 
The further down the social hierarchy 
you go, the more likely you are to be 
ill, to be disabled, to be in pain, to 
suffer mental health problems and 
hence to be economically inactive as 
well. The causes are complex, but the 
sheer numbers affected, the misery 
created and the economic cost surely 


means that tackling 
them should be near 
the top of any list of 

social and economic 

Paul Johnson is director of the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies. 

Follow him on @PJTheEconomist 


priorities. 


Shevaun Haviland 


Now is the time to ensure 


business and government 


he economy thrives when 

business and politicians 

work in partnership. It is a 

relationship that must be 

based on clear principles 
and understanding. Companies up 
and down the country tell me the 
same thing: they want politicians to 
support, not stifle, them. 

This week, the British Chambers 
of Commerce will be setting out 
how. We are the voice and convenor 
of a unique network of 51,000 
businesses, from small start-ups to 
some of the country’s biggest 
companies across every sector, 
region and nation of the UK. With 
unparalleled insight into the needs 
of business, we know what is 
required to fire up the engine of 
economic renewal. 

Recent years have tested British 
businesses like never before. Today 


‘Politicians should 
send clear signals that 
provide confidence’ 


interest rates are continuing to rise, 
inflation remains worryingly high, 
our labour market is incredibly tight 
and a general election is on the 
horizon next year. The knock-on 
effects are clear. After three years of 
economic shocks, BCC research 
shows that more than three quarters 
of businesses are not increasing 
investment. 

Within this context, the need for 
politicians of all parties to hear the 
voice of business has never been 
more urgent. That’s why, ahead of 
the party conferences, we're setting 
out a blueprint, The Power of British 
Business, outlining the actions 
needed to catalyse private 
investment and drive innovation 
across the economy. At the heart of 
this manifesto for growth are three 
key principles: a fully functioning 
public realm; targeted intervention; 
and clear strategic direction. 

First, the public realm needs to 
function properly in order for 
businesses and the government to 
work together to deliver services 
and drive prosperity. The 
government needs to ensure we 
have the right expertise across our 
public services and that bureaucracy 
doesnt stifle business growth. Take 
planning: the planning system lacks 
vital resources and expertise, 


making it slow and inconsistent. 
From the electricity grid to 
broadband to new hospitality 
venues, planning continues to hold 
back vital aspects of our economy. 

Second, political intervention 
must be targeted where it will have 
the biggest impact. New regulations 
and public investment should not 
crowd-out private investment. The 
apprenticeship levy is a prime 
example of this. Its inflexibility has 
led to a drop in the number of new 
apprentices since its introduction in 
2017, pushing funding away from the 
skills that industry needs. Finding 
the right balance between the levy's 
laudable goals and the needs of 
business remains crucial. 

Third, in these challenging times, 
British businesses crave certainty. 
Now, more than ever, politicians 
should send clear signals that 
provide confidence and consistency. 
To take one example, uncertainty 
about how the government might 
respond to the Inflation Reduction 
Act in the United States and the 
Green Deal Industrial Plan in the 
European Union risks driving 
investment overseas at a rapid pace. 
We must set out a long-term 
framework of our own that identifies 
practical solutions for Britain and 
British business, fast. 

With little time before the next 
election, it is vital that policies that 
will make up the manifestos of all 
parties reflect the real-world 
challenges businesses face. From the 
five themes of our new national 
business council — the digital 
revolution; people and work; green 
innovation; global Britain; and the 
future of the high street — there are 
many challenges to overcome, but 
when politicians and business work 
together these challenges can, and 
will, present huge opportunities to 
shape the future of the UK economy. 

The British Chambers of 
Commerce has the convening power 
to unite companies and develop 
solutions. Working in partnership 
with politicians, we can turn our 
vision into reality. From local town 
halls to the heart of Downing Street, 
we share a common goal, one of 
nurturing growth and prosperity. 
Based on a shared understanding, 
the power of British business can 
continue to flourish. 


Shevaun Haviland is director-general of 
the British Chambers of Commerce 
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opened in July 2017. Those sheds 
employ thousands of people. Some 
once worked for Eland Cables, which 
has its main operations a 20-minute 
drive away in Old Denaby, a former 
Viking settlement nestled between 
the town of Conisbrough and its 
castle to the east and Rotherham to 
the southwest. 

As Amazon expanded it attracted 
more people from the local labour 
market and made other employers in 
the area reassess how they valued 
their staff: for some it was just the 
wake-up call they needed. 

Jean-Sébastien Pelland, Eland's 
Canadian-born executive director and 
part-owner, was among them. 
“Sometimes you need that external 
shock. It helped me see the 
opportunity to do things differently.” 

His £200 million-turnover 
company’s cables, which are imported 
from around the world, supply 
CrossRail in London with power and 
even keep the lights on at Tottenham 
Hotspurs football stadium. It cannot 
function, however, without skilled 
people, and in the run-up to 
Christmas 2017 Pelland watched as 
experienced forklift-truck drivers and 
cable cutters left for better pay. 

Pelland, 45, said it took a while for 
him to be converted to the benefits of 
paying people more. He temporarily 
raised the starting rates from the 
national minimum wage to the higher 
living wage, set by the independent 
Living Wage Foundation. This was in 
response to the exodus to Amazon, 
but it only became a firm 
commitment two years ago. Eland is 
one of 13,000 employers nationally to 
formally sign up. 

The difference between the two 
rates is typically 15 per cent, although 
it is only 48p per hour at present as 
the national minimum wage rose to 
£10.42 an hour in April. The Living 
Wage Foundation will increase its 
minimum rate of £10.90 an hour for 
staff outside London in September. 
Last year it increased the rate by 
10 per cent. 

Eland already pays "living wage- 
plus", said Pelland, who described 
himself as the "biggest advocate of 
the living wage”. “I think everyone 
should pay it. A happier, healthier 
workforce works better.” Last year 
Eland added health insurance cover, 
which it pays for rather than taking 
the tax efficient route and requiring 
employees to sacrifice part of their 
salary. “It was the right thing to do,” 
Pelland said. 

His view on salary costs has 
changed over time. He previously 
drew on his training as a chartered 
accountant and financial analyst. “I 
am classically trained to look at ratios 
and metrics, cost of unit, production 
costs, rather than wellbeing,” he said. 

The benefits of higher salaries have 
manifested themselves in reduced 
recruitment costs and increased 
productivity, he said. In 2016, 88.8 per 
cent of Eland’s employees at the start 
of the year still worked for the 
business at the end of the year. This 
retention rate fell to a low of 68.6 per 
cent in 2019 but after the pay and 
benefits changes returned to 88.8 per 
cent in 2022. Considering that Eland 
employs 50 HGV drivers, alongside its 
warehouse operatives, that is a 
performance that Pelland is proud of. 

“What that means is we have a 
business that is populated by people 
who know what they are doing,” he 
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The cables supplied by Jean-Sébastien 


said. “I hardly spend any time 
recruiting. I don't spend fees with 
agencies and the training I do, rather 
than being focused on basic, operating 
skills, I can focus on the soft skills: 
wellbeing, leadership and teamwork ... 
the things that make us a better 
business. We are not constantly 
reinventing the way we work; we are 
accumulating knowledge. 

“Tt pays back so quickly in a 
reduction in errors: we send the right 
cable to the right place at the right 
time. When you are shipping 500 
orders in a day, I can't wake up every 
morning knowing I am going to let 
five customers down.” 

While we were walking around 
Eland’s 12-acre site I asked if any of 
the team would talk about the 
difference the salary changes had 
made to them. Darren Miers, a shift 
manager, was standing near by and 
Pelland called him over. The 
interview was not prepared, as most 
large companies would try to do. 
Miers talked about how the company 
was flexible when he asked to change 
his shifts when his wife, Zuzana, 
wanted to also join the company. He 
moved to an early shift, starting at 
5.30am and ending at 3.30pm so he 
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could be home to look after their son 
after school. Zuzana then starts at 
4.15pm, works a four-hour shift and is 
home by 9.15pm. “The living wage 
means she does not have to stay at 
home on benefits. It works for school 
life and home life,” he said, adding: “It 
is job security [that I value]? 

Danny South, who plays football 
for Belper Town, came over. He also 
works in the warehouse, a job he has 
held for nine years. His stepfather and 
mother work at Eland as well and, as 
of this year, so does his wife, Nikki, 
who is an international sales 
executive. And what about their 
salaries? “It pays all the bills,” he says. 
“The cost of living is a bit of a killer at 
the moment.” 

Pelland is, perhaps, an unusual 
cable boss. He was advising on 
acquisitions at the accountancy firm 
EY in London before Eland's 
management asked him to join them 
in 2008. “I didn't set out to do 
industrial work. I was a white-collar 
worker who ended up joining a team 
of people who I enjoyed working 
with. It was about professionalising 
the business in an industry that had 
lots of potential for improvement” 

In addition to hobbies such as 


scuba diving, sailing and skiing, he 
has pushed himself to continue to 
learn, from getting his head around 
environmental initiatives — the site 
generates its own electricity, has 
tanks full of biofuel for its 50 HGVs 
and is measuring its carbon emissions 
— to securing a qualification from 
Kellogg School of Management in 
Illinois in digital marketing. Next 
month he will start his level three as a 
qualified sommelier. 

Eland is riding the wave of Britain’s 
net zero-linked electrification efforts. 
It has doubled in size since 2019 and 
employs 225 people. Last year it made 
an operating profit of £13.4 million, 
despite the higher wage bill and 
millions invested in solar panels, new 
HGVs and a lab to test its cables. 

For its part Amazon has faced a 
series of strikes at its operations in 
Coventry over pay this year. If the 
Amazon strikers succeed, salaries may 
well increase again. Pelland is 
sanguine about the prospect. “When 
you run a business like this you are 
never done. It is about us being ahead 
of the market. We had fallen a bit 
behind the market with the arrival of 
Amazon. Now we are firmly ahead. 
That's where I intend to stay.” 


—À — wt 


Pelland’s company keep the lights on at Tottenham Hotspur’s football stadium and help power CrossRail in London 
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Three ways to be 
more profitable as 
margins get tight 


Kim 
Morrish 


ocketing prices and rising 

competition have 

tightened the screws on 

our company. We are still 

on track for our plan to 
reach revenues of £300 million, after 
almost achieving £200 million this 
financial year, but our margins have 
been squeezed. It means that we are 
all ears when someone mentions 
novel, cost-effective ways to improve 
our profitability. 

We have been looking across our 
business to utilise our existing 
resources better and think there is 
plenty to work on. Here are three 
ideas that might prove helpful to 
others facing a similar situation. 
They fall into three buckets of 
activity: collaborative consumption, 
cross-training and repurposing. 

First, collaborative consumption. 
As we all know, the pandemic 
prompted many businesses to adopt 
highly flexible working patterns. We 
found that our offices in Essex were 
suddenly half-empty for parts of the 
week and decided to reduce our 


fixed costs by sub-letting é 6 


a portion of our space to 
other small businesses. 

In one simple move 
we have saved money 
and also helped our 
small business tenants 
to avoid the high costs 
and long contract 
periods associated with 
traditional office leases. 

More importantly, we 
are sharing our meeting 
rooms and desk spaces 
with customers and 
partners. It means we 
can get to know them 
better and learn from 
each other as we 
navigate the rapidly evolving remote | 
working culture. 

Sweating assets such as property 
makes sense. Consumers have done 
it for years on Airbnb so why not 
businesses too? Even schools do it. 
In 2017 I invested in School Space, 
which hires out school facilities to 
local community groups when they 
are not being used, providing 
affordable space for community 
events and much-needed income for 
schools. So far, School Space has 
provided more than £5 million to its 
partner schools through its revenue- 
sharing platform. 

We have also doubled down on 
collaboration initiatives that we 
have had in place for years. For 
instance, a deal with a local gym 
provides discounted pay-as-you-go 
rates for our employees. In exchange 
we provide parking for their 
customers during peak periods, 
usually before and after work and at 
weekends. With high electricity 
prices, we also offer green electric 
vehicle charging for our local 
community at our office, outside 
core business hours. 

Another aspect of our business 
that relies on collaboration is our 


Sweating 
assets such 
as property 
makes sense. 
People do it 
so why not 
businesses? 


gritting and snow clearance service. 
We have thousands of commercial 
property sites such as supermarkets, 
office parks and emergency services 
as customers but, as you know, it 
does not snow all year round. Our 
business logic was that winter was 
traditionally our fallow season — 
our original business being grounds 
maintenance — and our teams 
could use the same labour and many 
of the same vehicles. Snow 
clearance, though, requires 
specialist equipment to be deployed 
throughout large areas of the 
country at the same time. Although 
needed only occasionally, this heavy 
equipment is expensive and requires 
maintenance and safe storage close 
to customers. 

We decided to partner with 
farmers who happen to have access 
to just the sort of equipment that 
can be repurposed. It has meant that 
we dramatically decreased our 
capital expenditure and by building 
a national supply chain we have 
been able to drive down costs for 
our customers, cover the country 
and create mutually beneficial 
partnerships with farmers. 

Another suggestion is to embed 
cross-training. This is all about 
investing in your people so that they 
can turn their hands to multiple 
tasks. Like most small businesses, in 
our early days every manager in 
Ground Control had 
multiple roles, focusing 
on what was needed 
even if it meant learning 
on the job. It was normal 
for operational 
managers to move 
between divisions and 
into business 
development or areas 
such as health, safety, 
quality or the 
environment. Because of 
this I have always 
recruited for curiosity, 
the right attitude and 
values over functional 
expertise and I would 
advise employees to 
consider their career progression as 
a climbing frame instead of a ladder. 
As such they would benefit from 
gaining experience in different 
divisions and roles. 

To reinforce the benefits of cross- 
training we are creating cross- 
functional teams through our 
training programmes. The 
investment brings people together 
and is already paying dividends by 
encouraging teamwork, especially 
when deadlines are tight or we are 
firefighting when things have not 
worked out quite as planned. 

A third suggestion is to do more 
repurposing. It is amazing the value 
hidden in what used to be called 
waste. Each year we repurpose 
thousands of tonnes of green waste 
by converting it into compost or 
bark mulch to use on our customer 
sites. We have also started buying 
degraded land for nature 
conservation. This supports our 
green credentials and is profitable. 

We think the more ideas we can 
share to reduce costs and help our 
businesses to perform, the better. 
Kim Morrish is an owner and 
director of Ground Control, based in 
Billericay, Essex 
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BUY 1 GET 1 FREE PLUS FREE BONUS GIFT 


— WITH — 
FREE CARRY 
POUCH 


@ Enlarge any object instantly 
O Huge 160% magnification 
@ Fits over prescription glasses 


Uses 2 x CR1220 
3V batteries, included. 


GoweiZoom 


NEW! See Bigger, Brighter 
and Clearer...Instantly! 


Powerful magnification and 2 built-in LED lights make everything easy to see! 


PowerZoom Max are the NEW 
magnifying glasses with built-in LED 
lights which let you see everything clearer, 
bigger and brighter...even in low light 
conditions! 

These innovative glasses deliver instant 
magnification of up to 160%! Plus, the 
super bright built-in LED lights let you 
see every little detail even in the dark. 

Already wear glasses? No problem! 
These magnifying glasses can be worn 
over your prescription glasses or contact 
lenses for extra magnification and clarity. 
You will see the difference instantly! Turn 
tricky activities such as threading needles, 
reading smallprint, hobbies and crafts 
into tasks that are easy and enjoyable. 

And, with the powerful built-in LED 
lights, you will be able to read in the 
evenings in bed or work in low light areas 
without straining your eyes. 

Power Zoom Max lenses are scratch 
resistant and offer excellent sharpness, 
along with 160% magnification. Power 
Zoom Max suits everyone. 


va, Call Our Order Hotline: 0871 075 2635 
Or Order Online Today: www.shoppowermaxx.co.uk 


oksan] 


FREE OFFER! Order one pair of 
PowerZoom Max glasses with carrying 
pouch and get another pair free! Plus... 
every order comes with a free pair of 
Aviator style sunglasses with their own 
hard carrying case. Total value of £83:98 
— all yours today for just £19.99! 


POWERFUL HANDS FREE 
MAGNIFICATION MAKES 
LIFE EASIER AND SAFER! 


i 


Whether m sthe small print on an important document 
or the instructions on the label of your prescription 
medication, these big vision glasses instantly enlarge 
everything you see with hands-free magnification. 


Or post completed coupon to: Wellform Ltd, DRMG House, Cremers Rd, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3US 


WARNINGS: Never look directly at the sun. Aviator shape sunglasses are designed for normal use under normal daylight conditions. 
Do not wear the sunglasses for protection when using machinery. Do not wear them inside buildings or at night 


Calls cost 10p per minute 
plus any network extras 


GUARANTEED 
DESPATCHED 24HR 


SHFREE & 


Buy one set of PowerZoom Max Glasses with 
free carry pouch and get another set absolutely FREE! 


PLUS FREE BONUS GIFT 
Get a FREE pair of Aviator 

style sunglasses with UV 400 
protection with your order! 


PRIORITY POSTAL ORDER FORM 


Please post to: WELLFORM LIMITED, Dept H28TIPM 
DRMG House, Cremers Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3US 


Delivery to mainland UK as standard 
Delivery to Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, Highlands and Scottish Islands costs an additional £6. 


PRODUCT DESCRIPTION QTY PRICE 
BUY1 GET1 FREE! 2 pairs of Power Zoom Max Glasses £19.99 
with free carry pouch plus FREE Aviator Sunglasses i 


BUY 2 GET 2 FREE! 4 pairs of Power Zoom Max Glasses 
with 2 free carry pouches plus 2 FREE Pairs Aviator £34.98 
Sunglasses + FREE DELIVERY - SAVE AN EXTRA £10 


Priority Processing & Express Delivery: ADD £3.00 
Standard 7 Working Day Delivery: £4.99 
Norther Ireland, Channel Islands, Highlands and Scottish Islands + £6.00 P&P 


Order Total £ 


I enclose a cheque/PO made £ 
payable to WELLFORM LIMITED for 


Or charge my credit / debit card account no. 


Start Date Exp Date Security Code 
Name 
Address 
Postcode 
Tel 
Email 


Our standard delivery to UK mainland costs just £4.99. Orders are "T 
normally despatched within 48 hours, however please allow up. Telephone Orderline: 0871 075 2635 
Online orders: www.shoppowermaxx.co.uk 


to 14 days from receipt of order for delivery, Delivery to Northern 
Ireland, Channel Islands, Highlands and Scottish Islands costs an 

additional £6. Under the Distance Selling Regulations you may 

cancel your order within 7 working days of ordering or 7 workings 

days of receipt of your goods. Calls to our orderline cost 10p per 

minute plus any network extras. Ifyou wish to be kept up to date e or 

with news on offers or deals, please tick the box C Our privacy 

policy is available on our website. For any questions or queries dar ra —— 
regarding placed orders call helpline 0203 455 7783 
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Labour MP known for his 
colourful private life 
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John Broome 


Alton Towers owner behind the notorious Its a Royal Knockout and the failure of the Thatcherite' Battersea power station project 


When John Broome installed the Cork- 
screw rollercoaster at Alton Towers in 
1980, favourable television publicity 
prompted 100,000 people to flood the 
Staffordshire theme park. “On the 
Good Friday we were completely full at 
a quarter to eight in the morning and we 
closed the gates at nine,” he said, “but 
people simply locked their cars, walked 
to the park and climbed over the fen- 
ces.” An angry man came up to him and 
said: “If I knew who owned this place Pd 
screw his head off. Who the hell is he?” 
The bulky, 6ft 3in Broome, who dreamt 
of becoming a British Walt Disney, 
replied: “I’ve got absolutely no idea.” 

Seven years later he had different 
problems, when the prime minister and 
four members of the royal family 
descended on the park in the space of 
ten days. Security extended to the SAS, 
sniffer dogs and snipers on roofs. Mar- 
garet Thatcher, a Broome admirer, 
dropped in during the 1987 election 
campaign, declining an invitation to go 
onthe Grand Canyon Rapids water fea- 
ture in favour of the Skyride cable car. 

The next week Princess Anne, Prince 
Andrew, Prince Edward and the Duch- 
ess of Gloucester led teams of celebri- 
ties such as Christopher Reeve, Toyah 
Wilcox, John Travolta, Rowan Atkin- 
son and Meat Loaf in a recording of a 
royal edition of the then highly popular 
It's A Knockout TV game show, officially 
known as The Royal Knockout Tourna- 
ment. The Duchess of York bellowed, 
contestants dressed as vegetables raced 
one another and the Princess Royal’s 
side won. Prince Edward, now the Duke 
of Edinburgh, stomped out of the post- 
event press conference in a huff after 
journalists laughed when he asked 
what they thought of the show. Money 
was nevertheless raised for charity. 

A few months later Broome, a dapper 
dresser fond of pinstripe suits and pol- 
ished brogues, sowed the seeds of his 
decline by paying £1.5 million for the 
Battersea Power Station site, contain- 
ing both the world’s largest brick build- 
ing and the largest to have been listed. 
He planned to install rollercoasters, an 
ice rink, a waterfall and an “oceanari- 
um” and expected 7,000 visitors a day, 
many coming on a “Battersea bullet 
train” from Victoria station across the 
Thames. Broome flew every day by hel- 
icopter from his home, Stretton Hall in 
Staffordshire, to Battersea helipad, a 
54-minute journey. 

In 1988 Thatcher fronted the cere- 
mony to rename the building The Bat- 
tersea, declaring: “This undertaking 
has that touch of pure genius, tinged 
with English eccentricity, that has al- 
ways made Britain great. We have seen 
the past today. We will be back in two 
years’ time to see the future.” Broome 
announced that it would open at 
2.30pm on May 21, 1990, adding: “Don't 
come at 2.34pm or you'll miss it.” 

That optimistic deadline slipped by, 
marked by anti-Broome protesters with 
a mock opening ceremony. He had to 
sell Alton Towers for £60 million to 
meet the remodelling costs. Neverthe- 
less, a year later he was as bullish as 
ever, pitching to potential backers and 
insisting that the park would open in 
mid-1993. But before then Sir Robert 
McAlpine and Sons, the building con- 
tractor, dismantled its giant advertising 
hoardings and cranes, and the would- 
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be lenders gradually withdrew. It went 
into liquidation in 1994 owing £75 mil- 
lion. Broome lost his yacht and helicop- 
ter, and the banks sold the site to the 
Hong Kong-based Hwang family for 
£105 million and an agreement to take 
on the debts. It was finally opened last 
year by a Malaysian consortium as a 
residential, retail and restaurant venue. 

Battersea was one of several Broome 
projectsthat either went bust or needed 
bailing out. By the time he had aban- 
doned it he had spent £45 million of his 
own money on removing asbestos and 
shoring up the foundations to stop the 
building falling down. He regretted that 
his vision of a palace of entertainmen 
never transpired, but claimed that his 
money was not wasted. “Whether you 
like it or not,” he said, “I’m the one that 
saved the building.” Thatcher stayed 
loyal, describing him as “someone who 
could see the possibilities and commer- 
cial prospects with far greater insight 
than we mere ordinary mortals”. 

John Lawson Broome was born in 
Chester in 1943, the only child of Eliza- 


ome with Margaret Thatcher in 1989 and, right, in 2019. Thatcher said his Battersea project had “a touch of pure genius” 


beth and Henry Broome, a preparatory 
school headmaster who played football 
for Oldham Athletic. 

The family lived between the Welsh 
border and Chester, and John boarded 
at Rossall school on the Fylde penin- 
sula in Lancashire. Aged 16, at £2,200 
he was the highest bidder at a house 
auction, even though under-21s could 
not then own property and he anyway 


His grand plans to build 
“Europe Disneyland’ 
were met with laughter 


had only £122 in his Post Office savings 
account. 

When the school found out he was 
given a thrashing, but his father paid 
the balance and set up atrust to own the 
house. John converted it into flats, 
doing the plastering and rewiring, while 
teaching geography and history at his 
father’s school, Somerville in the Wir- 
ral. John claimed he did not go out in 


Presenting his plans 
for the Battersea 
power station site in 
1984. By the time he 
abandoned the 
project in 1994 he 
had spent millions 
on renovations, and 
lost his yacht and 

. helicopter in the 
liquidation process 


the evening for six years and said: “My 
parents stood by their crazy son, but I 
paid back the money as I 

always did.” He eventually 
added 200 houses to his 
collection and was 
said to be worth 
£20 million when 
he was 26. 

In 1968 he be- 
came chief execu- 
tive of Carden 
Park, a Cheshire 
leisure park that 
went into receiver- 
ship in 1994 owing 
£22 million. From1970 “| 
to 1974 he was chief ex- 
ecutive at Trentham Gar- 
dens in Stoke, which he later 
bought and tried to develop with sport- 
ing facilities and lakeside homes. 

Through a mutual friend he met Jane 
Bagshaw, whose parents majority- 
owned Alton Towers, then known 
mainly for gardens and a fun fair. They 
married in 1972 and had three children. 
William has a retail app company, 
UbaMarket, which streamlines online 
shopping. Anna lives in London with 
her husband and children, and Georgi- 
na is a psychotherapist. 

At his wedding in Alton Towers, 
Broome sat atop a slide and told a 
friend: “One day, I’m going to turn this 
place into Europes Disneyland.” The 
friend laughed. Sensitive to charges of 
nepotism, Broome made it clear that he 
removed the old fairground and cable 
cars at his own expense, then bought 
the estate from his father-in-law. 

“Our childhood was certainly uncon- 
ventional,” William said. “We would sit 
around the kitchen table coming up 
with rollercoaster names such as the 


Black Hole and the Thunder Looper. 
Celebrities would often appear in the 
kitchen unannounced, including Kylie 
Minogue, Selina Scott, Anneka Rice, 
Noel Edmonds, Terry Wogan and 
Prince Rainier of Monaco. We spent 
most summers in Mallorca, but my 
father didn't stay with us for very long 
as he was constantly travelling the 
world for business. He always had his 
phone with him, even with us at sea in 
a rubber dinghy.” 

Broome took William to US theme 
park conventions in his capacity as 
European president of the Inter- 
national Association of Theme Parks 
and Attractions. After Battersea was 
repossessed by the banks, a company 
Broome had invested in, Ventureworld, 
bought the Derbyshire-based Amer- 
ican Adventure World in 1996. He 
stepped down two years later. 

Though in the 1980s he had believed 
the UK had room for only three or four 
theme parks, he never stopped looking 
for new leisure projects. In 2015 he 
bought Crealy Great Adventure Park in 
Cornwall. He had been advising the 
owners, but instead bought it for 
£75 million plus another £1.5 million for 
two adjoining farms to create a 300- 
acre estate, and renamed it Camel 
Creek Family Theme Park. He installed 
holiday lodges, treehouses, exhibition 
space, a hotel and convention centre, 
restaurants, cafés and shops. 

In 2020 he developed another holi- 
day resort at Haveringland Hall Coun- 
try Park near Norwich with cafés, bars 
and restaurants, holiday homes and 
lake fishing, with “birdsong and the 

gentle sound of wildlife scurry- 
ing around the mature 
woodland”. It was op- 
posed by local resi- 
dents, but he over- 
came the objec- 
tions. 
Broome was a 
governor of Staf- 
fordshire Univers- 
ity, visiting profes- 
sor at University of 
Sunderland Busi- 
ness School, vice- 
president of the then 
Tidy Britain Group, now 
Encams, and a director of 
Imperial Corporate Capital, a 
residential property developer within 
the M25. 

In 1987 he was appointed CBE for 
service to tourism. 

Oneofhis pastimes was studying and 
restoring historic houses, particularly 
from the Georgian era, and he enjoyed 
going to Test matches, especially at 
Edgbaston. 

Broome had firm ideas on maintain- 
ing discipline in his theme parks. “At 
any place where you lose the grandpar- 
ents, the children, the women and the 
family element, the late teens take 
over," he said. "Put the family atmos- 
phere back and you dont get security 

roblems. But once hooligans are inside 
h park], they are effectively jailed. You 
don't confront them. You just follow 
them about. They soon get fed up.” 


John Broome CBE, theme park owner, 
was born on August 2, 1943. He died 
after a short illness on July 21, 2023, 
aged 79 
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Michael de Burgh 


Tank commander and last surviving member of any regiment of lancers to see active service in the Second World War 
E-F- 


There could be no sterner test for a 
newly commissioned armoured corps 
officer than to take command of a troop 
of tanks (three Shermans and 14 crew- 
men)thathad lately foughtin the bruis- 
ing battle of El Alamein. Shortly after 
his 20th birthday, in July 1943, Second 
Lieutenant Michael de Burgh arrivedin 
Tunisia to join the 9th Queens Royal 
Lancers (9L), just as the Allies were 
mounting the invasion of Sicily, the first 
footing in Axis-occupied Europe. 

Sicily fell in just over a month, but 
with heavy casualties. The Allies land- 
ed on the Italian mainland but soon ran 
into trouble. The Italians had signed an 
armistice, but the Germans reinforced 
the peninsula and began constructing 
two formidable defence lines from 
coast to coast through the mountains. 
The first, the Gustav Line, ran from 
Ortona on the Adriatic to Minturno on 
the Tyrrhenian, with the heights of 
Monte Cassino dominating the road to 
Rome. Here the Allied advance was 
halted until May 1944. The 
second, even more formid- 
able, defence line was 
the Gothic Line, just 
north of Florence, 
constructed with 
slave labour, and 
the last line of de- 
fence before the 
open plains of the 
Po valley. One of 
the regiments ear- 
marked for the 
assault on the line 
was 9L, moving up to 
the front by rail from 
Puglia once the Gustav Line 
had been breached. 

In September 1944, de Burgh saw 
heavy fighting at Monte San Savino, 20 
miles east of Sienna, during the first 
probing attacks. The defences held, 
however, and soon the Allies were 
bogged down in the autumn rains, just 
as they had been at the Gustav Line a 
year earlier. 

When the rain turned to winter snow 
and ice, the regiment found themselves 
fighting as infantry, their Sherman 
tanks unable to operate effectively in 
the gullies and ravines of the northern 
Apennines. It was reminiscent of the 


Western Front in the First World War, 
when 9L had frequently been unhorsed 
to man the trenches. Nevertheless, a 
certain wry humour carried them 
through, not least in anticipation of the 
coming spring offensive, with many a 
cheery “See you on the Po!” 

Tt was not until April, however, dur- 
ing the Eighth Army’s push through the 
Argenta Gap northwest of Ravenna, 
that de Burgh and his troop were back 
in “tank country”, and 9L back in the 
lead. So rapid was their advance at 
times, despite determined rearguards, 
the Germans began to lose cohesion. 

The regiment were soon taking mass 
surrenders, leaving prisoners of war 
under a single guard to await collection. 
Early one morning, answering the call 
of nature, de Burgh walked into a wood, 
equipped only with a spade. Two Ger- 
mans armed with sub-machineguns 
appeared. He threatened them with the 
spade, and they dropped their weapons 
and put up their hands. 

Before the offensive, the 
Lancers’ brigade com- 
mander, “with the light 
of battle in his eyes” 
according to the 
regimental war 
diary, had empha- 
sised that there 
should be no let- 
up, day or night. 
As they  ad- 
vanced, under 
afull moon and fre- 
quently silhouetted 
against burning farm- 
buildings, many a tank 
succumbed to 
armour-piercing shells. By day 
they could be as vulnerable to misident- 
ification by rocket-firing Spitfires. 

One morning, de Burgh and a fellow 
troop leader, Michael Moule, halted at 
a derelict farmhouse. Before them was 
open ground overlooked by German 
positions. He and Moule drew straws to 
determine whose troop should make 
the dash across and whose should give 
covering fire. De Burgh drew the short 
straw. He said afterwards that his heart 
sank. Convinced it was suicidal, he led 
his troop into the open at full speed 
while Moules tanks laid on such a 


w 


De Burgh, left, in Venice after the German surrender, and during the war, far left 


weight of accurate suppressive fire that 
they crossed without loss. Every Christ- 
mas after that, he sent Moule a card 
enclosing two straws as a reminder of 
the exploit. 

On April 24, however, having finally 
closed up to the Po, de Burgh’s tank took 
a direct hit from an 88mm tank- 
destroyer gun. One of his crew, a lance 
corporal, was killed instantly, the regi- 
ments last fatality ofthe war. De Burgh, 
badly wounded, was pulled from the 
burning wreckage by his troop ser- 
geant, Reg Hunt, and taken to a field 
hospital, where he remained until after 
the German surrender on May 8. He 
and Hunt remained firm friends for the 
rest of their lives, until Hunt died in 
2020, aged 104. 

Michael Graham de Burgh was born 


in Norwich in 1923, the elder of two 
sons of a family of five. His father, Colo- 
nel Hugo de Burgh, from an old (Irish) 
Protestant Ascendancy family, had 
won the Military Cross with the Royal 
Horse Artillery in France in 1916, was 
captured in north Africa in the Second 
World War, and after the Italian armi- 
stice led the escape of 600 PoWs from 
the camp at Fontanellato near Parma. 
In 1917, however, to the dismay of his 
family, he had married Eleanor Lamb, 
just 17 and from an Irish Catholic gentry 
family. Accordingly, Michael was edu- 
cated by the Jesuits at Beaumont Col- 
lege, Old Windsor. 

In 1950 he married Penelope Fairlie, 
whom he had known since childhood, 
the daughter of Lieutenant Colonel 
Gerard Fairlie, an Old Gregorian (old 


boy of Downside, the Somerset school 
run by Benedictine monks) and former 
Scots Guards officer who continued the 
Bulldog Drummond series of books 
after the death of HC McNeile (“Sap- 
per”), who had reputedly based his 
character on Fairlie. They were mar- 
ried in the Brompton Oratory in 
London, as his parents had been, and 
honeymooned in Rome. On displaying 
an evident excess of connubial affec- 
tion at the papal general audience in St 
Peter’s Square, however, they were 
ejected by one of the Vatican gendarm- 
erie. Undismayed, de Burgh contacted 
an old family friend, Monsignor Hugh 
O'Flaherty, “The Scarlet Pimpernel of 
the Vatican” who had saved thousands 
of lives including escaped Allied PoWs. 
Next day, the couple had a private audi- 
ence of Pope Pius XII. 

Penelope died in 1997. He is survived 
by a daughter and two sons, a third 
having predeceased him: Melony Col- 
lins, mother of five and widow of Chris- 
topher Collins, founder of Code Securi- 
ties, a life-science specialist; Shaun, 
who lives at the family home in Sussex; 
and Luan, a business communication 
speaker. 

After the war, de Burgh worked for a 
merchant bank before moving to Tan- 
ganyika (now Tanzania) to grow sisal. 
He subsequently returned to London 
and worked for Guinness for 20 years 
before retiring in 1985. In retirement in 
Sussex he ran a trout farm and, as a 
staunch Catholic, devoted much time 
to working with the sick and disabled, 
becoming a hospitaller of Notre Dame 
de Lourdes. 

On June 8, 2023, six weeks before de 
Burghs death, and the day she became 
colonel-in-chief of the Royal Lancers, 
into which 9L had been successively 
amalgamated, the Queen presented 
him with the Buchan Medal commem- 
orating Lieutenant Paddy Buchan, an 
exact contemporary of his, killed in 
action in 1944. De Burgh is believed to 
have been the last surviving member of 
any regiment of lancers to see active 
service in the Second World War. 


Michael de Burgh, wartime lancer 
officer, was born on June 11, 1923. He 
died on July 21, 2023, aged 100 


Gerry Bermingham 


Thrice-married barrister and Labour MP of the Kinnock and Blair eras, known as much for his colourful private life as his politics 


Slightly built and soft-spoken, Gerry 
Bermingham was a low-profile 
member of the Commons. Until, that is, 
he made headlines by resigning abrupt- 
ly asthe Labour MP for St Helens South 
on the eve of the 2001 general election. 

Bermingham’s decision to do this, 
aged 61, so close to the calling of the 
general election, effectively allowed 
the party’s NEC to impose the short-list 
of candidates. It excluded some strong 
local applicants but included Shaun 
Woodward, who had recently defected 
from the Conservative Party, was mar- 
ried to a Sainsbury heiress and was the 
owner of five wealthy residences 
around the world. Local party activists 
were furious and accused Bermingham 
of “betraying” them. Woodward won 
the seat with a reduced majority. 

Under Tony Blair the Labour Party 
was offering peerages to some of its 
MPs prepared to make way for fa- 
voured candidates. Bermingham 
refused to say whether he had been of- 
fered one. Either way, he did not take a 
seat in the Lords and resumed his 
career at the Bar, claiming, to boot, that 
he wanted to spend more time with his 
two-year-old son. 

There might have been some truth in 


that because his private life was compli- 
cated. The son was from his third mar- 
riage. He also had two sons from his 
first, which, like his second, had ended 
in divorce. All three wives had names 
beginning with J: Joan, whom he mar- 
ried in 1964, Judith in 1978 and Jilly in 
1998. The latter was 28 years his junior. 

Along the way, in 1983, his political 
assistant Ruth Harrison took a com- 
plaint that he had had a three-year 
affair with her to the Law Society. It was 
not upheld. It also came to light that he 
had impregnated a 24-year-old nurse 
he had met on a March for Jobs. 

A vote of no confidence was passed 
by his constituency party and a dead- 
line was set for him to “do the decent 
thing” and resign. He stood his 
ground, however, even after a 
constituent daubed the words 
“pervert” and “fornicator” out- 
side his home in yellow paint. 

He also suffered two minor 
heart attacks while in office, 
one shortly after a robust 
exchange with a chief whip about 
his conduct. 


Bermingham was 
succinct at the Bar 


However relaxed he might have been 
about licentious behaviour in his pri- 
vate life, he did not approve of it in 
public and campaigned to prevent the 
BBC screening Martin Scorsese’s The 
Last Temptation of Christ. 

Gerald Edward Bermingham was 
born in Dublin in 1940. His father, Dr 
Patrick Bermingham, and his mother, 
Eva, sent him to board at the Roman 
Catholic Cotton College, near Alton 
Towers in Staffordshire. He completed 
his A-levels at Wellingborough Gram- 
mar School and then read law at Shef- 
field University. Sheffield was to be his 
home for much of his adult life. In 1967 
he joined a local solicitors law firm, 

Irwin Mitchell, and two years later 
became a senior partner. In 
1975 he was elected as a 
Labour member of the city 

council. 

Bermingham was then a 
man of the left, and given 
the mood ofthe party's grass 
roots and trade union activists 
at the time, it was the way to 
make progress. In 
1981 he won the 
nomination 
for St Helens 


South, a working-class seat, with em- 
ployment based on coal and the Pilk- 
ington glass factory. It was a safe seat, 
with a Labour majority of some 15,000. 

The local party in St Helens was at 
the centre of Neil Kinnock’s battles 
from 1983 onwards to weaken the influ- 
ence of the hard left in local parties. 
Bermingham had an uncomfortable 
time with Militant-influenced activists 
in his seat, who wanted to oust him; and 
they had an uneasy relationship with 
Labour's leadership. 

To appease the activists he joined the 
Tribune and Campaign groups and 
voted for Eric Heffer and Tony Benn in 
their unsuccessful bids to be elected as 
party leader in 1983 and 1988 respec- 
tively. It was to no avail as the local 
party broke off communications with 
him between 1984 and 1987. 

In the Commons he was a long-serv- 
ing member of the home affairs select 
committee. Interested in civil liberties 
and prison reform, he campaigned for 
a limit to imprisonment terms without 
trial. In 1986 he introduced a bill to 
compensate those held in custody and 
later found innocent. Perhaps influ- 
enced by his Irish Catholic upbringing 
he opposed the proscription of Sinn 


Fein and voted against equalising the 
age of homosexual consent at 16 (one of 
only six Labour MPs to do so) and 
against relaxing the rules on embryonic 
research. 

Labours NEC suspended the local 
party in 1986 and imposed Berming- 
ham as the candidate for the 1987 gen- 
eral election. When the party deselect- 
ed him as the parliamentary candidate 
in 1988 and selected a replacement, the 
NEC overturned the decision citing 
irregularities. Bermingham prevailed 
in the rerun vote in late 1991. It was a 
dispiriting and at times humiliating 
experience but he persisted. From 1985 
he combined this with work as a barris- 
ter from Gray’s Inn. 

Commending his advocacy style, 
Judge Melbourne Inman KC said: 
“Gerry was always succinct. If he hada 
point to make he avoided unnecessary 
repetition. His questions were short, 
focused and if he didn’t have anything 
to say he didn't say it. The bench were 
immensely grateful to him for that.” 


Bermingham, Labour politician, was born 
in Dublin on August 20, 1940. He died of 
undisclosed causes on August 2, 2023, 
aged 82 
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September 


© Last Quarter Moon 6th @ New Moon 15th o First Quarter Moon 22nd é Full Moon 29th 


To use this chart hold it up so that the direction in which you are actually looking is at the bottom of the chart. The bottom edge of the 
chart will then represent your real horizon and the centre represents the point directly overhead. The view is correct for the UK at 
11pm GMT on September 1, 10pm GMT on September 15 and 9pm GMT on September 30. 


Only chance to see a new comet 


Chris Lintott 


Comets are the most mercurial 
of celestial sights. They wake up 
during visits to the inner solar 
system, when the Sun heats 
their icy nuclei, producing an 
atmosphere, known as the 
coma, and often spectacular 
tails. As the nuclei are often 
irregular in shape — that visited 
by the European Space Agency's 
Rosetta spacecraft looked like a 
rubber duck — and incorporate 
dark dust, the process is hard to 
predict. As a result, estimating 
the brightness of a comet is 
especially difficult. 

Periodic comets, like the most 
famous of all, Halley's Comet, at 
least have a track record, while 
those being observed for the 
first time do not (Halley, now 
approaching aphelion, its fur- 
thest point from the Sun, will 
next return in 2061). Nonethe- 
less, in early September it might 
be worth keeping an eye on the 
newly discovered C/2023 Pl 
(Nishimura). Found by a Japa- 
nese amateur a couple of weeks 
ago, it is already pleasing astro- 
photographers, whose images 
reveal signs of activity. 

Nishimura will have spent the 
last four billion years or so in the 
Oort cloud, the reservoir of 
comets that is believed to exist 


right on the fringes of the solar 
system, between 2,000 and 
100,000 times as far from the 
Sunas Earthis. Disturbed either 
by an encounter with another 
Oort cloud denizen, or by the 
gentle gravitational tides of the 
Milky Way galaxy, it is now on 
its way to avery close encounter 
with the Sun in late September, 
passing closer to our star than 
the orbit of Mercury. 

The best time to see it will be 
on the morning of September 11, 
a day before its closest approach 
tothe Earth. The crescent Moon 
and brilliant Venus in the east 
will make for a lovely pre-dawn 
spectacle that morning, and the 
comet, in Leo, will not be far 
away. Our best guess presently 
is that it might be visible to the 
naked eye as a fuzzy blob, but if 
the Suns heat causes the fragile, 
friable nucleus to fall apart it 
may brighten spectacularly. Or 
it may bea dud, visible only with 
large telescopes. 

Either way, this is your only 
chance to see the comet Nish- 
imura. Its encounter with the 
Sun will slingshot it out of the 
solar system altogether, never to 
return. 

Its presence adds to an excit- 
ing month for the small bodies 
of the solar system, with Nasa’s 
OSIRIS-REx spacecraft return- 


ing to Earth on September 24 
carrying samples from the near- 
Earth asteroid Bennu. Bennu 
may, possibly, hit us towards the 
end of the next century, and the 
mission team hope that their 
probe's precious cargo, some of 
which will be analysed at the 
Natural History Museum, may 
help us understand how to stop 
it should it become necessary. 

The stars on September's map 
are distinctly autumnal. The 
Great Square of Pegasus in the 
south is obvious, and marked on 
the map this month is 51 Peg, a 
faint star with a distinct claim to 
fame as the host of the first plan- 
et to be found orbiting a normal 
star beyond our own. That plan- 
et, which now rejoices in the of- 
ficial (if little used) name Dimid- 
ium, is half the size of Jupiter but 
orbits its star once every four or 
so days. It must be a very differ- 
ent place from our own gas 
giants, two of which are on show 
this month. 

Saturn is the best placed of the 
naked-eye planets, having been 
through opposition last month. 
Look for it as the brightest 
object in the south around mid- 
night. Through a small tele- 
scope the rings are the main at- 
traction, currently tilted slightly 
towards us. Jupiter features on 
our map too, rising in the east 


after sunset and being well 
placed for morning viewing. 

Returning to the stellar sky, 
from a dark site the September 
Milky Way is glorious, running 
overhead from the sinking Sag- 
ittarius in the southwest to Per- 
seus low in the northeast. Par- 
ticularly well placed is Cassiope- 
ia, easily recognised as a “W” 
shape and providing rich pick- 
ings for those with binoculars 
and patience. This part of the 
galactic disk sparkles with star 
clusters that can be seen with 
only slight optical aid. 

Back towards the west, the 
“summer triangle” — Vega, 
Altair and Deneb — preside 
over a rift in the bright Milky 
Way, a part of the sky where 
nearby dust blocks our view of 
more distant stars. Meanwhile, 
in the north, the familiar aster- 
ism ofthe Plough skirtsthe hori- 
zon, waiting for the turning of 
the seasons to bring it back to 
prominence once more. 
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Balmoral Castle 

26th August, 2023 

The King this morning 
presented the new Ballater 
Colour to Headquarters 51 
Infantry Brigade and 
Headquarters Scotland at 
Balmoral Castle and was 
received by Major General 
William Wright (General 
Officer Scotland) and the 
Commander 51 Infantry 
Brigade (Brigadier Jody 
Davies). 

His Majesty was received 
with a Royal Salute and 
subsequently inspected the 
Colour. 

Following the Consecration, 
the Parade marched past The 
King and His Majesty 
afterwards held a Reception in 
the Castle. 

The King this afternoon 
visited Lonach Highland 
Gathering and Games at 
Strathdon celebrating the 
Gathering’s One Hundred and 
Eightieth Anniversary and the 
Lonach Highland and Friendly 
Society's Two Hundredth 
Anniversary and was received 
by His Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire 
(Mr Alexander Manson) and 
Sir James Forbes, Bt (Patron of 
the Lonach Highland and 
Friendly Society). 


Balmoral Castle 
27th August, 2023 
Divine Service was held in 
Crathie Parish Church this 
morning. 

The Very Reverend 
Professor David Fergusson 
preached the Sermon. 


newsukadvertising.co.uk 
020 7782 7553 


There are no births, 
marriages or deaths listed 
for August 28, 2023 


IF YE abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. John 15.7 (AV) 


Bible verses are provided by the 
Bible Society 


Birthday 


Mary Henderson former head 
teacher of the Yehudi Menuhin 
School (1986-88). Many happy 
returns on your 102nd birthday 
Mary, with love from your 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and carers. 
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THE 2023 NO-FLY 
CANARIES & MOROCCO ESCAPE 


TIITA 


blodi Y 


PLEASE DO 
NOT DELAY, 
DEPARTING SOON 


ADULTS-ONLY, 


TRADITIONAL 
BRITISH CRUISING 


16 NIGHTS DEPARTING 25™ OCTOBER 2023 WHAT’S INCLUDED 


OCTOBER 2023 IN YOUR EXCLUSIVE 
Wed 25 Embark and depart Bristol 


READER OFFERSLTD ~~ 


Second lady of the sea. Aptly named to further emphasise 
Sat28 Lisbon, Portugal I Mr i 
Ambassador’s commitment to inspire and delight every 


Mon 30 Funchal, Madeira guest to enjoy an authentic cruise experience effortlessly and 


The Madeira archipelago’s capital city really will sustainably, will carry up to 1,200 passengers to give 
take your breath away with its rolling hills, dramatic her a true sense of comfort and space in her 680 cabins, 125 of 
mountain scenes, year-round blooming gardens and which have balconies and 113 are suites. 
renowned wineries Her dining options will inspire you with two main restaurants, 
Tue31 Santa Cruz, Tenerife (arrive midday - depart late speciality dining options“, and a more casual bistro-style café. bso ced npn bond 
night) Sit back, relax and enjoy a drink in one of her four bars, lounges Ambition including: 


d pub. Alternatively, take i how in the tiered main theat 
NOVEMBER 2023 EIU peas at S c QU: - A premium value, authentic and traditional cruise 

or discover your hidden talents in the card room, library, and l ; 
Wed! Las Palmas, Gran Canaria P aa experience at a fantastically affordable price 


Thu2 Arrecife, Lanzarote UPGRADE to all-inclusive drinks & gratuities from 
THE AMBASSADOR EXPERIENCE only £34pp per night” 


Sat4 Agadir, Morocco (depart early pm) 
Port car parking from only £192* 


Sun5 Marrakesh (from Casablanca), Morocco (depart late Energy-efficient engines, to help pave the way for more 


nigh sustainable cruising Use of gym, swimming pool and hot tubs as well as spa 


access 


From the smooth terrain of the desert plains to the Sumptuous full board cuisine including Breakfast, Lunch, 


; The currency on board is pound sterling, so you won't 

rugged outline of the mountain ranges, Morocco offers Afternoon Tea & Dinner y : P Esay l 

be affected by any foreign exchange rate fluctuations 
y any, 8 E 


EARN EXCLUSIVE CRUISE MILES? 
SE Me 


Up to 9,178 Cruise Miles® when booking with a 
Reader Offers Ltdtt s 


YOUR INCREDIBLE 
All port taxes, fees and charges READER OFFERSLTD FARES 


CABIN GRADE FULL FARE READER OFFERS LTD 
(PP) FARE (PP) 


. 


an experience like no other. Head to Marrakech and Captain’s Welcome & Farewell cocktail party 


. 


Casablanca to experience the true pleasures of this Daytime activities, quizzes, dance classes and outside 


cultural gem deck games 


Tue7 Oporto (from Leixões), Portugal Range of fitness, dance and wellness classes 


Fril0 — Arrive in Bristol 


. 


Dates not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea 


Standard Plus Inside 2 £1,489 £1,069 
Standard Ocean View 6 £1,859 £1,319 
Premium Ocean View 12 £2,419 £1,729 
Premium Balcony 16 -SOLD OUT - 

Junior Suite JS £3,709 £2,629 
Premium Suite PS £5,559 £3,949 
De Luxe Suite DS £6,469 £4,589 


Lor Ten $ 1 A a Rp Sa Solo fares are available from only £1,899 


www.rolcruise.co.uk E Hem 0808 239 3370 WE ARECEENTTODAT 


TRAVEL WITH ¿BABTA CRUISE SPECIALISTS FREE ON AS USUAL 8:30AM - 8PM 


CONFIDENCE ABTA No Y6765 QUOTE OFFER REF 632554 


Fares are per person based on two adults sharing, except single cabins, may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offer applies to new bookings only. Ports may require a tender. #Car parking is based on one space for the duration of the cruise. +Based on two adults 
sharing. ++Subject to the cruise line’s T&Cs. Travel insurance including Coronavirus cover is required. Gratuities of £5.00 per person per night are automatically added to guests on board account. xxA charge may apply. +Duo of Wine is based on per booking, for UK 
mainland addresses only. ttCruise Miles? T&Cs apply. Ambassador T&Cs apply. E&OE. 
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Weather 


Today Bright intervals and a few showers in the west, mostly dry and sunny elsewhere. Max 21C (7OF), min 8C (46F) 


Around Britain Five days ahead 


Weather Eye 
Paul Simons 
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et to know sunny Malta on this relaxing tour which 
ncompasses food, culture, heritage and the island's dazzling 

coastline. Wander the narrow streets of the capital Valletta, 
visit Barrakka Gardens and witness the saluting battery, and get a 
taste of delicious rustic cuisine. Tour fascinating medieval sites and 
shop for artisanal handicrafts, all while enjoying plenty of free time 
unwinding with good food, wine, and views of the sparkling 
Mediterranean. 


*Prices correct at time of print, Prices shown are based on twin occupancy of a double or twin bedded room with private 
facilities and economy flights. All holidays are subject to availability. Images used in conjunction with Travelsphere. Operated 
by and subject to the booking conditions of Travelsphere, ABTA Y6412, ATOL 11266 a company wholly independent of News UK. 
Discount applies to selected holidays. New bookings only. visit website for full terms & conditions. 


ABTA | O travelsphere 


EIGHT DAYS FROM 


£1,199' 


per person 


Discover Malta 


Departures | November 2023 to October 2024 
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and shaping small to . 
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Dual handle design for safe Easily cuts through 
& steady cutting 16mm branches 


2.0AH Battery Starter Kit 
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EVERYONE 


Trustpilot 
44/5 RRR e 


‘Rated Excellent’ 


PQWERFUL AND 
LONG-LASTING 
2.0Ah BATTERY 


FREE DELIVERY 


0333 006 9466 


PROMOTION CODE PR2039 Phone lines open: 


8am-8pm (Mon-Sun) 


www.ryobitools.co.uk/press 


Subject to availability. "Registration required for warranty extension from 2-3 years. Register within 30 days of receipt of goods at RyobiTools.cowk 
"Saving against RRPs of kit components. + Free 3-5 day delivery to GB Mainland only — restricted delivery postcodes: BTJM,JE,GY HS VAKA2, 

WPA PH4.ZETR2Your right to cancel will last for 14 days after receipt of goods, lf you change your mind during this period, provided the goods 

remain unused &in original packaging, you can notify us of cancellation. 

Product sold by Techtronic Industries (UK) Limited, company registration: GB 551396338. Allrights reserved. For full terms & conditions of sale please visit 
RyobiTools.co.uk. RYOBI is a Trade Mark of Ryobi Limited, and is used under license. Trustpilot score correct as of March 2023. 
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Sport 


Alcaraz rivalry 
breathing new 


Stuart Fraser 
2 


Tennis 
Correspondent, 
New York 


According to some here at Flushing 
Meadows, the first 126 of the 127 US 
Open men’s singles matches over the 
next fortnight are effectively 
meaningless Already much of the 
conversation is about another episode 
of the enthralling rivalry between 
Novak Djokovic and Carlos Alcaraz in 
a dream final. 

There is much work to be done by 
both players before a first New York 
showdown is set in stone. Six best-of- 
five-set wins are required by each to 
progress through a draw that has some 
challenging hurdles, particularly in Al- 
caraz' half. The 2021 US Open cham- 
pion Daniil Medvedev and the No6 
seed Jannik Sinner are two potential 
opponents for the 20-year-old Spanish 
top seed in the second week. 

Itis hard, though, for both Djokovic, 
36, and Alcaraz to escape the hype sur- 
rounding a rematch here after their 
thrilling battle in the final of the West- 
ern & Southern Open in Cincinnati 
eight days ago further whetted the ap- 
petite. Prevailing in a deciding tie- 
break after three hours and 48 minutes 
— the longest best-of-three-set final in 
ATP Tour history — Djokovic rated 
this ATP Masters 1,000 triumph along- 
side his 23 grand-slam singles titles. 

"Carlos is always pushing me to the 
limit,” Djokovic said. “I think I do to him 
pretty much the same thing. That’s why 


Miyazaki leads British charge 


Lily Miyazaki, the only Briton in 
action at the US Open today, came 
through three matches in qualifying 
to secure her first appearance at an 
overseas grand-slam tournament. 

The 27-year-old world No198 
plays Russia’s Margarita Betova, the 
former world No 41 who has recently 
returned from injury. 

“Playing Wimbledon last year was 
amazing but, as a wild card, | don't 
know if you truly believe you 
belong,” Miyazaki said. “Hopefully 
this time | feel like | belong here.” 

Jodie Burrage, the world No 96, 
will make her US Open debut 
against another Russian, Anna 
Blinkova, in one of six matches 
involving British players at Flushing 
Meadows tomorrow. 


we produced a memorable final. It was 
one ofthe best, most exciting, and most 
difficult finals I was ever part of in 
best-of-three sets, no doubt, through- 
out my career. 

“That's why I fell on the ground after 
Iwonthe match because it felt like win- 
ning a grand slam, to be honest. The 
amount of exchanges and rallies. It was 
physically so demanding and gruelling 
that I felt very exhausted for the next 
few days. Those are the moments in 
matches that I still push myself on a 
daily basis for day-in and day-out, prac- 
tice, sacrifice, commitment. At 36, I still 
have the drive.” 

Not only has the rivalry breathed 
new life into the men’s game in the aft- 
ermath of the “Big Three” era — Roger 


| 
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US Open 


Flushing Meadows, 
New York 
Day one 


TV: Sky Sports 
from 3pm 


Djokovic lets out a roar after defeating Alcaraz in Cincinnati, gaining a measure of revenge for his Wimbledon defeat, inset 


Federer retired last year, while Rafael 
Nadal is out injured before his farewell 
tour next year — it appears to have 
reinvigorated Djokovic's passion for 
the sport in this twilight phase of his 
career. Rather than losing his way after 
the crushing disappointment of a 
five-set defeat by Alcaraz in last 
months Wimbledon final, he has 
quickly dusted himself down and risen 
to this new challenge. 

“Obviously he is one of the greatest 
of all time in our sport” Alcaraz said. 
“Everything he does in the game is un- 
believable. He never gives up. 

“In tough moments, he always gives 
the chance to himself to keep playing 
and be able to win. 

“Probably his mental rock isthe most 


important thing that he has, and I try to 
take it in my own game. In the final that 
we played [in Cincinnati] it was exactly 
the same as I'm talking about. That's 
something that I learn and try to do in 
my own game.” 

Both should have no issue seeing off 
their first-round opponents — Djokov- 
ic plays the world No 84 Alexandre 
Miller, of France, tonight while Alca- 
raz faces the German world No75, 
Dominik Koepfer, tomorrow — but on- 
ly once the semi-finals have passed 
would either player start working on 
specific tactics related to the other. 

“T think it’s disrespectful in a way to 
your next opponent if you're already 
thinking about your final match-up,” 
Djokovic said. 


“Even though I’ve had tremendous 
success, maybe you could argue that I 
could already start thinking about later 
phases and stages in the tournament, 
but that kind of mindset never really 
resonated with me. 

“Carlos is Nol in the world. He's 
definitely one of the best players in the 
world in the last couple years. Sure, 
there’s always an eye that follows him 
from my team, from any other team. I 
know that the same goes for me 
probably. We follow each other. 

“Tm sure his team watches my 
matches, my team watches his matches. 
It’s no secret. But, seriously, working on 
a practice court on something that is 
related to Alcaraz, it only happens if I 
get to play him.” 


Results and scoreboards 


Athletics 


Boxing 


World Championships 

Budapest: Finals: Leading positions: Men: 
800m 1, M Arop (Can) 1min 44.24sec; 2, E 
Wanyonyi (Ken) 1:44.53; 3, B Pattison (GB) 
1:44.83.5,000m1, J Ingebrigtsen (Nor) 13:11.30; 
2, M Katir (Sp) 13:11.44; 3, J Krop (Ken) 13:12.28. 
4x100m relay 1, United States 37.38sec; 2, 
Italy 37.62; 3, Jamaica 37.76; 4, Great Britain (J 
Azu, Z Hughes, A Gemili, E Amo-Dadzie) 37.80. 
4x400m relay 1, United States 2:57.31; 2, 
France 2:58.45; 3, Great Britain (A Haydock- 
Wilson, C Dobson, L Davey, R Mitcham) 2:58.71. 
Javelin 1, N Chopra (India) 88.17m; 2, A 
Nadeem (Pak) 87.82; 3, J Vadlejch (Cz) 86.67. 
Pole vault 1, A Duplantis (Swe) 6.10m; 2, E 
Obiena (Phi) 6.00; 3, C Nilsen (US) 5.95. 
Decathlon (leading final overall positions): 1, P 
Lepage (Can) 8,909pts; 2, D Warner (Can) 
8,804; 3, L Victor (Grenada) 8,756. Marathon 1, 
V Kiplangat (Uga) 2hr 8min 53sec; 2, M Teferi 
(Isr) 2:09:12; 3, L Gebresilase (Eth) 2:09:19. 
Women: 800m 1, M Moraa (Ken) 1:56.03; 2, K 
Hodgkinson (GB) 1:56.34; 3, A Mu (US) 1:56.61;5, 
JReekie (GB)1:57.72.5,000m1, F Chepngetich 
Kipyegon (Ken) 14:53.88; 2, S Hassan (Neth) 
14:54.11; 3, B Chebet (Ken) 14:54.33. 3,000m 
steeplechase 1, W Mutile Yavi (Bahrain) 
8:54.29; 2, B Chepkoech (Ken) 8:58.98; 3, F 
Cherotich (Ken) 9:00.69. 4x100m relay 1, 
United States 41.03 (Championship record); 2, 
Jamaica 4121; 3, Great Britain (A Philip, | 
Lansiquot, B Williams, D Neita) 41.97.4x 400m 
relay 1, Netherlands 3:20.72; 2, Jamaica 
3:20.88; 3, Great Britain (L Nielsen, A Anning, A 
Pipi, N Yeargin) 3:21.04. High jump 1, Y 
Mahuchikh (Ukr) 2.01m; 2, E Patterson (Aus) 
1.99; 3, N Olyslagers (Aus) 1.99; 4, M Lake (GB) 
197. Shot 1, C Ealey (US) 20.43m; 2, S Mitton 
(Can) 20.08; 3, Gong Lijiao (China) 19.69. 


Leading medals table G S B Total 
1, United States 2 8 9 29 
2, Canada 4 2 0 6 
3, Spain 4 1 oO 5 
4, Jamaica 3 5 4 12 
7, Great Britain 2 3 5 10 


Stadion Wroclaw, Poland 
WBA/WBO/IBF/IBO Heavyweight 
Championships O Usyk (Ukr, holder) bt 
D Dubois (Greenwich) rsc 9th. 


Cricket 


The Hundred finals: Men: Oval 
Invincibles v Manchester Originals 
Lord's (Originals won toss): Invincibles beat 
Originals by 14 runs 


Oval Invincibles (balls) 
J J Roy c Buttler b Gleeson Oo Q 
W G Jacks c Walter b Hartley 14 (14) 
P R Stirling c Walter b Gleeson 5 (5 
S M Curran c Buttler b Little o (0 
*tS W Billings c Buttler b Walter 10 (10 
JD S Neesham not out 57 (3) 
T K Curran not out 67 (34) 
Extras (b 1, Ib 2, w 3, nb 2) 8 

Total (5 wkts, 100 balls) 161 


R A Whiteley, A A P Atkinson, N A Sowter and 
D R Briggs did not bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-O, 2-15, 3-15, 4-28, 5-34. 
Bowling (balls-dot balls-runs-wkts): Gleeson 
20-7-37-2; Little 20-11-21-1; Walter 15-5-20-1; 
Overton 10-3-14-0; Hartley 20-1-35-1; Khan 
15-4-31-0. 

Manchester Originals (balls) 
P D Salt cS M Curran b T K Curran 25 


*tJ C Buttler b Briggs Tl (5 
M D E Holden Ibw b S M Curran 37 Q5) 
W L Madsen b Sowter 4 B 
L J Evans c Sowter b Jacks 10 
P | Walter b Jacks 7 qm 
J Overton not out 28 (19) 
T W Hartley not out 16 (8 
Extras (Ib 7, w 11) 18 


Total (6 wkts, 100 balls) 
JB Little, Z Khan and R J Gleeson did not bat. 
Fallof wickets 1-34, 2-44, 3-48, 4-51,5-72, 6-114. 
Bowling S M Curran 20-4-31-1; Atkinson 
20-6-47-0; T K Curran 20-7-25-1; Sowter 
20-9-24-1; Briggs 5-3-2-1; Jacks 15-7-11-2. 


Women: Southern Brave v 

Northern Superchargers 

Lord’s (Superchargers won toss): Brave beat 
Superchargers by 34 runs 

Southern Brave (balls) 
S S Mandhana c Kelly b Ballinger 4 (2) 
DN Wyatt run out 59 

ME Bouchier c Armitage b Cross 4 (7) 


G L Adams c Wareham b Higham 27 (28) 
F G Kemp b Cross 31 (17 
CL Tryon c Wareham b Cross 9 (6 
M J Brown not out 2 (2) 
K Moore not out 1 0 
Extras (nb 2) 2 

Total (6 wkts, 100 balls) 139 


*A Shrubsole, tR M Southby and L K Bell did 
not bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-4, 2-8, 3-95, 4-105, 5-136, 6-137. 
Bowling Ballinger 20-8-28-1; Cross 20-8-21-3; 


Higham 20-8-31-1; Davidson-Richards 
20-4-31-0; Wareham 20-4-28-0. 

Northern Superchargers (balls) 
M Kelly b Bell o (2) 
JI Rodrigues c Adams b Moore 24 (14) 
P E Litchfield c Kemp b Bell 13 (11) 
*H J Armitage st Southby b Moore 11 (14) 
1B A M Heath st Southby b Tryon 13 (12) 


AN Davidson-Richards Ibw b Shrubsole 3 (6) 


G L Wareham c Bouchier b Tryon 8 (7) 
L Dobson st Southby b Moore 3(10) 
K L Cross not out 12 (9) 
L F Higham c Moore b Bell 120) 
G Ballinger run out 00 


Extras (lb 2, w 4) 6 
Total (94 balls) 105 
Fall of wickets 1-O, 2-13, 3-35, 4-59, 5-66, 6-75, 
7-78, 8-83, 9-103. 

Bowling Bell 19-13-21-3; Shrubsole 15-6-18-1; 
Adams 20-8-21-0; Tryon 20-7-28-2; Moore 
20-8-15-3. 

Metro Bank Cup quarter-final 
Hampshire v Worcestershire 

Ageas Bowl (Worcestershire won toss): 
Hampshire beat Worcestershire by ten runs 


Hampshire (balls) 
F S Middleton c Roderick b Brown 41 (43) 
*N RT Gubbins c Brown b Pennington 15 (23) 


T J Prest c A Ali b Van Beek 16 (21) 
1B C Brown c Cox b Pennington 66 (76) 
A H T Donald c Van Beek b Baker — 115 (73) 
L A Dawson b Baker 19 (21) 
T E Albert run out o (2 
1G Holland not out Ti (16) 
K H D Barker c Libby b Van Beek 5 (8) 
MS Crane run out 3 (6) 
B T J Wheal not out 6 (9) 
Extras (Ib 5, w 4) 9 

Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) 306 


Fall of wickets 1-49, 2-69, 3-77, 4-239, 5-272, 
6-272, 7-280, 8-290, 9-295. 

Bowling Pennington 10-1-65-2; Leach 10-1- 
60-0; Brown 10-1-50-1; Van Beek 10-0-62-2; 
Baker 10-2-64-2. 


Worcestershire (balls) 
G H Roderick b Dawson 64 (57) 
A Ali c Brown b Barker 4 a) 
RP Jones c Gubbins b Dawson 67 (77) 
*J D Libby c Dawson b Barker 70 (70) 
K Ali c Dawson b Crane 34 (40) 
tO B Cox c Dawson b Wheal 26 (26) 
L V van Beek Ibw b Wheal 2 0 
J Leach Ibw b Wheal 6 (5 
J O Baker not out 8 (4) 
D Y Pennington b Wheal o @) 
P R Brown not out 2 (5 
Extras (b 1, Ib 8, w 4) 13 


Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) 296 

Fall of wickets 1-12, 2-136, 3-141, 4-208, 5-274, 
6-276, 7-286, 8-286, 9-286. 

Bowling Barker 9-0-46-2; Holland 7-0-48-0; 
Wheal 7-0-48-4; Dawson 10-0-47-2; Crane 
10-0-58-1; Gubbins 7-0-40-0. 

T20 tour match 

Gloucestershire v New Zealanders 
Bristol (Gloucestershire won toss): New 
Zealanders beat Gloucestershire by 22 runs 
New Zealanders 168-6 (G D Phillips 65 not out); 
Gloucestershire 146-6 (J P Phillips 71 not out). 


Golf 


DP World Tour D+D Real Czech Masters 

Prague: Leading final scores (Great Britain 
and Ireland unless stated): 266 T Clements 
65, 69, 69, 63. 267 M Wallace 70, 63, 67, 67. 
270 N Hoejgaard (Den) 65, 67, 69, 69. 271 R 
Macintyre 66, 73, 66, 66; S Valimaki (Fin) 63, 
70, 67, 71; N Bachem (Ger) 70, 66, 67, 68; L 
Aaberg (Swe) 68, 66, 71, 66; F Zanotti (Par) 67, 
71, 65, 68; M Schmitt (Ger) 65, 70, 68, 68. 


USPGA Tour Championship 

Atlanta: Leaders after three rounds (United 
States unless stated): 198 V Hovland (Nor) 68, 
64, 66. 199 X Schauffele 67, 64, 68. 198 C 
Morikawa 61, 64, 73. 200 K Bradley 63, 67, 70. 
203 W Clark 68, 67, 68. 205 J Rahm (Sp) 69, 
65, 71.209 S Scheffler 71, 65, 73.202 A Schenk 
63, 70, 69 205 P Cantlay 69, 68, 68. 208 R 
Mcllroy (N Ire) 70, 67, 71. 202 S Straka 
(Austria) 66, 71, 65. 206 M Fitzpatrick (Eng) 
67, 68, 71; M Homa 70, 67, 69.203 S Burns 66, 
66, 71; T Hatton (Eng) 64, 67, 72. 


LPGA CP Open 

Vancouver: Leaders after three rounds 
(United States unless stated): 205 M Khang 71, 
66, 68. 208 Kim Sei-young (S Kor) 69, 72, 67. 
210 Ko Jin-young (S Kor) 69, 70, 71. 211 G Hall 
(Eng) 73, 68, 70; Y Saso (Japan) 66, 73, 72. 212 
J Ewart (Eng) 73, 72, 67. 213 H Green (Aus) 70, 
71, 72. 214 Lee Jeon-geun (S Kor) 74, 69, 71; L 
Grant (Swe) 67,71, 76;LStroem (Swe) 71,70, 73. 


Rugby league 


Betfred Super League Huddersfield 21Leeds 
12. Saturday Catalans Dragons O Wigan 34; 
Hull 4 Warrington 18. 


PWDL F A Pts 
CatalansD 23 17 O 6 606 376 34 
Wigan 23 16 O 7 588 340 32 
St Helens 23160 7 51 320 32 
Leigh 2314 O 9 513 441 28 
Warrington 23 12 O 11 485 450 24 


Hull KR |... 23 12 0 11 469 450.24 
Salford 23 12 0 i| 452 435 24 
Leeds 2310 0 13 461 41 20 
Huddersfield 23 10 O 13 379 450 20 
Hull 23 10 O 13 420 515 20 
Castleford 23 5 O 18 276 602 10 
Wakefield 23 4 0 19 246 616 8 


Betfred Championship Featherstone 36 
Keighley 6; Halifax 26 Widnes 28; London 
Broncos 34 Whitehaven 18; Swinton 26 
Bradford 42. Saturday Toulouse 34 Barrow 
10. League One Cornwall 18 Rochdale 12; 
Doncaster 36 Dewsbury 26; North Wales 62 
London Skolars 20; Oldham 10 Midlands 
Hurricanes 18; Workington 18 Hunslet 6. 


Rugby union 
International matches France 41 Australia 
17. Saturday England 22 Fiji 30; Ireland 17 


Samoa 13; Italy 42 Japan 21; Scotland 33 
Georgia 6; Spain 3 Argentina 62. 


Snooker 


BetVictor European Masters 

Kia Metropol Arena, Nuremberg (England 
unless stated): Semi-finals B Hawkins bt 
M Selby 6-4; J Trump bt J Higgins (Scot) 6-5. 
Final: Hawkins bt Trump 9-6 (frame scores; 
Hawkins first: 60-46, 78-32, 43-65, 70-42, 
14-108 (108 break), 94-0 (94), 6-108 (107), 70- 
60, 62-55, 93-1, 31-75, 6-70, 49-73, 75-0, 71-13). 


Tennis 


ATP Winston-Salem Open 

North Carolina: Final S Baez (Arg) bt J 
Lehecka (Cz) 6-4, 6-3. 

WTA Tennis In The Land 

Cleveland, Ohio: Final S Sorribes Tormo (Sp) 
bt E Alexandrova (Russ) 3-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

US Open qualfying 

Flushing Meadows, New York: Final round: 
Men S Shimabukuro (Japan) bt L Broady (GB) 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3. Women Y Miyazaki (GB) bt V 
Hruncakova (Slova) 6-3, 4-6, 6-4. 
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Sport Racing 


Ripon Cartmel Chepstow Epsom 

Rob Wright Rob Wright Rob Wright Rob Wright 

2.25 Jersey Rocs 4.10 Kathab 1.20 We'll Go Again 3.30 My Gift To You 2.15 Goodeveningmrbond 4.00 Little Boy Blue 2.30 Magico 4.15 Satono Japan 
3.00 Exposed 4.45 Cryptos Dream 1.50 Tommie Beau 4.05 Blended Stealth 2.50 Emirates Angel 4.35 Ibiza Rocks 3.05 New Business 4.50 Bobby Dassler 
3.35 Asadna (nap) 5.15 Dogged 2.20 Marshalled 4.40 Jumping Susie 3.25 Mexicali Rose 5.10 Musical Mystery 3.40 Captain Haddock (nb) 5.20 Restrict 

Going: good Sky Sports Racing 2.55 Gifted Angel ; Going: good to soft Going: good, good to soft in places 

Draw: 5f-6f, high numbers best Going: soft Racing TV Draw: no advantage Sky Sports Racing Draw: no advantage Racing TV 
2.25 Maiden Stakes 120 Handicap Chase (£3,512:2m1) (ID | 215 Nursery (2-Y-0: £3,245: 5f) (10) 2.30 Maiden Stakes 

Q-Y-O: £4,711: 6f) (9 runners) 1 2104- ROCCO STORM 155 (D) D Brooke 8-12-0 JKington | 1 (5; 3003 GOODEVENINGMRBOND 23 (1) Jack Jones 9-10 € Bishop Q-Y-O: £15,462: 7f) (7) 
1 (9)  2JERSEYROCS 20 C Hills 9-7 WBuik | 2 -PMPTONTO'SSPIRIT37 (CD) Anna Slack 11-11-11 o 2 (2) 5456 TORVAR 34 (H) D O'Meara 9-10 Jason Watson | 1 (4)  0JEANRIBAULT 44 (H) D Menuisier 9-7 — Kyle Strydom 
PTT Mr A J O'Neill (7) . 5 

2 (7) 0 POWER OF ZEUS 18 B Ellison 9-7 Glee | 352203 MINELLA YOUNGY F14 (P,T.BP) | Jardine 5-11-11 3 (3) 564 CYPRIOT DIASPORA 21B Millman 9-8 Gina Mangan (3) | 2 (2) 5 MAGICO 17 (T) M Botti 9-7 N Callan 
3 (2) 50 THE MAN FROM LOULE 10 D Carroll 9-7Z Wheatley (5) ji D Johnston (7) | 4 (7) 43344 MOE'S LEGACY 10 (P) R Harris 9-7 LKeniry | 3 (1) BURDETT Jack Channon 9-5 K Shoemark 
4 (8) 3363 THERE'S NO LIMIT 30 C Johnston 9-7 F Norton 4 2-343 WE'LL GO AGAIN 37 (P,T,BF) S England 7-11-7 J England 5 (9) 0060 ZOLA POWER 32 R Hughes 9-7 G Rooke 4 (3) 64 CRIMSON SPIRIT 18 D & C Kubler 9-5 R Kingscote 
5 (1) 053 TOWNSEND MANOR 30 K P De Foy 9-7 TMarquand | 5 341F1 ARBENNIG 27 (P,1,D) J Snowden 7-11-6 6 (4) 000 RITZY 15 S Kirk 9-6 Billy Loughnane (3) | 5 (5) 342 DAYMER BAY 37 E J-Houghton 9-3 H Doyle 
6 (6) 3 VEILED ILLUSION 20 J Tate 9-7 P Mulrennan W Featherstone (10) 7 (10) 50332 CHARLIE MASON 11 (V,BF) P Evans 9-6 P Dennis 6 (7) 56 DUFRESNE 17 T Dascombe 9-3 P-L Jamin 
7 (4) 05 BATAL DANDY 12 R Fahey 9-5 Oisin Orr | 6 60-24 JACKHAMMER 26 (BF) D Sayer 9-11-5  D McMenamin | g (1) 46440 SURFACE TO AIR 11 (V) P Evans 9-5 HCrouch | 7 (6) 23 GET JIGGY WITH IT 25 C Hills 9-2 Murphy 
8 (3 3 THIS YEARS LOVE 19 M & D Easterby 9-5 SGray | 7 -5411 PITTSBURG 9 (T,D) R Potter 7-11-5 SBowen | 9 (8) 600 PROFICIENT 15 S Kirk 9-0 RHornby | 5-6 Get Jiggy With It, 9-2 Daymer Bay, 11-2 Crimson Spirit, 10-1 Magico, 14-1 
9 (5)  6YIENGAA 12N Tinker 9-0 RScott | 8 2340 FEARLESS ACTION 104 C Grant 7-1-4 Sean Quinlan | 10 (5) 40643 BIRKIE BOY 14 J 5 Moore 8-3 K O'Neill | Dufresne, Burdett, 25-1 Jean Ribault. 

9-4 Jersey Rocs, 3-1 There's No Limit, Townsend Manor, 8-1 Veiled Illusion, 9 P-423 KING OF QUINTA 27 (P,T) N Twiston-Davies 5-10-6 


12-1 Power Of Zeus, 14-1 Batal Dandy, 16-1 others. 


Rob Wright's choice: Jersey Rocs was third in a hot race here 
on his debut Dangers: Townsend Manor, Veiled Illusion 


3.00 Maiden Stakes (£4,711: 1m 2f) (6) 


1 (8 0 FLY AWHILE JOHNNY 7 Fionn McSharry 5-10-0 P Mathers 
2 (3) 66JCINTERNATIONAL 7 R Fell & S Murray 4-9-12 B Curtis 
3 (4) 00062 LUKLA 31 P Midgley 3-9-7 G Lee 
4 (1) 06004 ZANDORA 21 (H) W G Harrison 4-9-7 R Scott 
5 (2) 322- EXPOSED 422 W Haggas 3-9-2 T Marquand 
6 (5) 43 SINDRI 19 M Bell 3-9-2 W Buick 


4-6 Exposed, 5-4 Sindri, 33-1 J C International, Lukla, 50-1 Zandora, 100-1 Fly 
Awhile Johnny. 

Wright choice: Exposed should appreciate this step up in 
distance; he can land a weak contest Danger: Sindri 


3.35 Listed Stakes (2-Y-0: £22,408: 6f) (6) 
1 (4 103 ASADNA 38 (BF,CD) Alice Haynes 9-5 T Marquand 
2 (6 3110 BOMBAY BAZAAR 68 R Fahey 9-5 Oisin Orr 
3 (1) 3151 MATTERS MOST 35 (D) R Beckett 9-5 B Curtis 
4 (5)42111 SEVEN QUESTIONS 15 (CD) G Scott 9-5 D Keenan 
5 (2) 0126 SHAGRAAN 26 (D) C Cox 9-5 W Buick 
6 3 1 TASK FORCE 30 (D) R Beckett 9-5 Rossa Ryan 


9-4 Task Force, 7-2 Seven Questions, 4-1 Shagraan, 9-2 Asadna, 7-1 Matters 
Most, 10-1 Bombay Bazaar. 


Wright choice: Asadna returns to the scene of his 
impressive 12-length debut success Danger: Shagraan 


410 Handicap (£15,462: 1m) (8) 


1_ (5) 00033 ISLA KAI 9 (8F,CD) N Tinkler 5-9-13 R Scott 
(8) 45011 ANOTHER BATT 23 (CD) D & N Barron 8-9-12 S James 
(3) 06312 DIAMONDONTHEHILL 16 (D) M Dods 5-9-11 P Mulrennan 
(4) 23511 KATHAB 16 (CD) W Hagas 3-9-9 T Marquand 
(6) 11603 JAMES MCHENRY 30 (B,CD) E Bethell 3-9-8 C Rodriguez 
(2) 15536 UNITED FRONT 18 (H,D) M Appleby 6-9-6 — Rossa Ryan 
(7) 01300 MAYSONG 37 (P,D) Alice Haynes 6-9-5 — C Howarth (5) 
8 (1) 16400 GARDEN OASIS 9 (P,CD) T Easterby 8-9-0 D Allan 
9-4 Kathab, 100-30 Isla Kai, 9-2 Another Batt, 5-1 Diamondonthehill, 7-1 
James Mchenry, 14-1 United Front, 16-1 Garden Oasis, 25-1 Maysong 


Wright choice: Kathab won easily at Haydock; he can defy 
a6lb rise in the weights Dangers: James McHenry, Isla Kai 


4.45 Handicap (£3,664: 1m 2f) (15) 


1 (15) 60412 DR RIO 12 (H,BF,D) P Midgley 7-9-11 G Lee 
2 (7) 0-320 JEWEL OF KABEIR 17 (V) A Keatley 4-9-9 T Marquand 
3 (12) 40420 CALCUTTA DREAM 13 (H,P,BF,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-8 


Nios wn 


S Gray 
4 (9) 02025 BAY OF NAPLES 39 (P,T) M Herrington 7-9-8 — T Eaves 
5 (10) 5-050 WITH A START J22 (T) P Winks 8-9-7 Doubtful 
6 (3) 51042 MAC AILEY 9 (P,D) T Easterby 7-9-6 D Allan 
7 (1) 06004 KELLS 23 (PT) | Jardine 6-9-4 A Mullen 
8 (2) 63640 COCONUT BAY 13 (T,D) T Davidson 4-9-4 — C Rodriguez 


9 (13) 0-041 CRYPTOS DREAM 7 (P,D) Jack Jones 4-9-4(5ex) D Hogan 
10(11) 22400 WE STILL BELIEVE 13 (D) D Bourke 5-9-3 B Curtis 
11 (6) 43426 LINCOLN ROCKSTAR 1 (V,BF) D O'Meara 3-9-2 M Winn 
12(14) 63236 MR HEINZ 41 (B) Simon Whitaker 4-9-0 Oisin Orr 
13 (5) 50-60 THOMAS CRANMER 19 (CD) Miss T Jackson 9-9-0 


C Howarth (5) 
14 (8) 05300 SKEDADDLED 17 (P) R Barr 5-9-0 R Scott 
15 (4) 04003 KNIGHTS SPEAR 9 (8,1) T Easterby 3-8-7 D Fentiman 


3-1 Cryptos Dream, 4-1 Dr Rio, 13-2 Lincoln Rockstar, 7-1 Mac Ailey, 10-1 
Calcutta Dream, Mr Heinz, 16-1 Coconut Bay, Bay Of Naples 


Wright choice: Cryptos Dream has improved for anew yard 
and the fitting of cheekpieces Dangers: Mr Heinz, Dr Rio 


515 Handicap (£3,477: 1m 3f) (5) 


1 (1) 00113 DOGGED 19 (P,C) R Menzies 6-11-4 Mr P Thomas 


2 (4) 60524 BILLY ROBERTS 17 (P,C) Simon Whitaker 10-11-2 
Miss S Jardeback 


3 (3)30141LITTLE TED 9 (P.C) T Easterby 6-11-1 Mr T Easterby 
4 (2) 0-00P LOOM LARGE 37 (T) | Jardine 4-10-13 Miss H Crawford (3) 
5 (5) 05-00 PERONI 13 Craig Lidster 5-9-11 Miss P Brown 
10-11 Little Ted, 2-1 Dogged, 9-2 Billy Roberts, 25-1 Peroni, Loom Large. 

Wright choice: Dogged was too keen early on when third at 
Pontefract; he can return to form Danger: Billy Roberts 


Course specialists 


Cartmel: Trainers J McConnell, 8 winners from 
23 runners, 34.8%; B Haslam, 15 from 62, 24.2%. 
Jockeys H Bannister, 3 winners from 9 rides, 
33.3%; K Brogan, 4 from 15, 26.7%. 


Chepstow: Trainers H & R Charlton, 3 from 6, 
50%; D O'Meara, 7 from 20, 35%. Jockeys 

P Dennis, 4 from 9, 44.4%; B Loughnane, 

5 from 17, 29.4%. 


Epsom: Trainers Sir M Prescott, 4 from 14, 28.6%; 
M Appleby, 4 from 16, 25%. Jockeys C Shepherd, 
5 from 27, 18.5%; C Fallon, 8 from 44, 18.2%. 


Ripon: Trainers C Hills, 6 from 16, 37.5%; 

W Haggas, 20 from 56, 35.7%. Jockeys O Orr, 

4 from 15, 26.7%; R Ryan, 3 from 12, 25%. 
Southwell: Trainers C Johnston, 9 from 26, 34.6%; 
R Hughes, 17 from 59, 28.8%. Jockeys T Fisher, 

4 from 12, 33.3%; D Tudhope, 20 from 77, 26%. 


Twiston-Davies 


10 -42P0 GLAN Y GORS 27 (CD) M Weatherer 11-10-4 
Tabitha Worsley (3) 


11 5-045 BANDIT D'AINAY 37 (B,T,D) M Hammond 12-10-2 B Hughes 
4-1 Arbennig, 5-1 Rocco Storm, 11-2 We'll Go Again, Pittsburg, 7-1 King Of 
Quinta, 8-1 Jackhammer, 10-1 Minella Youngy, 12-1 Tonto's Spirit. 


1.50 


Handicap Chase 
(£12,490: 3m 1f 107yd) (9) 


1 /1F51LANDOFSMILES 29 (P) P Bowen 10-12-0 S Bowen 
2 -6110 TOMMIE BEAU 28 Seamus Mullins 8-11-12 M G Nolan 
3 0-135 BODHISATTVA 24 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 6-11-9 B Hayes 
4 3P-5P DALLAS DES PICTONS 2 (B) D Sayer 10-11-2 J Hamilton 
5 -2823 JONY MAX 28 (T) Christian Williams 8-10-11 — E Collier (7) 
6 -515P DEE STAR 22 (P,T,CD) G Hanmer 10-10-10 K Brogan 
7 /2P-0 POWERFUL POSITION 28 Christian Williams 8-10-6 J Tudor 
8 10P-4 BREAKING THE ICE 59 (P,CD) G Bewley 8-10-5 J Bewley 
9 04414 EAGLE TERRACE 2 (T,BF,CD) N C Kelly (Ire) 5-10-2 


G Sheehan 
3-1 Bodhisattva, 4-1 Landofsmiles, 5-1 Jony Max, 6-1 Breaking The Ice, 13-2 
Tommie Beau, 7-1 Eagle Terrace, 12-1 Dee Star, 16-1 others. 


2.20 Handicap Chase (£6,680: 2m 5f) (8) 


1 3-120 MARSHALLED 57 B Haslam 9-12-0 R McLernon 

0-263 CARDAMON HILL 2 D Sayer 6-11-6 D McMenamin 
3 P-511 JELSKI 37 (P,CD) J Moffatt 9-11-3 Charlotte Jones (3) 
4 2231P LERMOOS LEGEND 28 (P, P Bowen 8-11-1 S Bowen 
5 (0/543 KELLYISCOOL 37 (T) N C Kelly (Ire) 9-10-13 G Sheehan 
6 12632 POST NO BILLS 2 (BF,CD) R Potter 8-10-12 Doubtful 
7 03021 SWORD OF FATE 27 (GD) L Kerr 10-10-9 DR Fox 
8 0-002 SEAN OG 50 D Sayer 5-10-9 Sean Quinlan 


5-2 Jelski, 4-1 Marshalled, 6-1 Kellyiscool, Sword Of Fate, 13-2 Lermoos 
Legend, 7-1 Cardamon Hill, 15-2 Sean Og. 


2.55 Juvenile Hurdle 
(3-Y-O: £3,921: 2m 1f) (8) 

1  315GIFTED ANGEL 7 (BF) T Dascombe 11-5 G Sheehan 
2 BALBOA F26 (H) M Harris 10-12 H Cobden 
3 BEAUTY BLAZE P Niven 10-12 D McMenamin 
4 COFFICIONADO F338 D McCain 10-12 B Hughes 
5 IMENSO F20 F Murtagh 10-12 Sean Quinlan 
6 PIGEONTON F42 Seamus Mullins 10-12 Doubtful 
7 6 CARMENTIS 29 B Haslam 10-5 R McLernon 
8 23 MAJESTIC JAMEELA 29 (BF) S Edmunds 10-5 


Ciaran Gethings 
6-4 Gifted Angel, 13-8 Majestic Jameela, 4-1 Balboa, 14-1 Cofficionado, 16-1 
Beauty Blaze, 50-1 Carmentis, Imenso. 


3.30 Handicap Hurdle 
(Div I: £3,776: 2m 6f) (11) 


1 0/341 SIR CANFORD 40 (P,T) Dr R Newland 7-12-0 
S Twiston-Davies 


2 43261 CAMILLA'S CHOICE 24 G Hanmer 7-11-10 


11-4 Charlie Mason, 9-2 Goodeveningmrbond, 5-1 Moe's Legacy, 7-1 Birkie 
Boy, 15-2 Cypriot Diaspora, 8-1 Torvar, 12-1 Zola Power, 16-1 others. 


2.50 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-0: £3,564: 7f) (15) 


1 (14) 00 CABLE STRIKE 9 (P) JS Moore 9-7 Georgia Dobie (3) 
2 @) 4 COMPTON BAY 54 (H) E J-Houghton 9-7 C Bishop 
3 (0 DAYLIGHT RANSOM M Loughnane 9-7 G Rooke 
4 (8) GINORMOUS 6 Scott 9-7 Billy Loughnane (3) 
5 (6) 50 HAVANA SKY 10 E Dunlop 9-7 Morgan Cole (5) 
6 (15) 0 HIELORAY 9 J S Moore 9-7 C Hutchinson (3) 
7 (1D) 0 HISTORY AWAITS 14 B Meehan 9-7 C Planas (3) 
8 (9) LEGUIZAMO Ollie Sangster 9-7 T Whelan 
90 2 MIGUEL 31 Jack Channon 9-7 G Bass (3) 
10 (5) 4 SECRET BID 14 A Watson 9-7 H Crouch 
1102) 00 WESTON COURT 20 R Harris 9-7 L Keniry 
12(13) 22 DUELY SPICED 23 G Kelleway 9-2 Josephine Gordon 
13 (7) 63 EMIRATES ANGEL 9 Alice Haynes 9-2 K O'Neill 
14(10) 2360 SMOOTH SILESIE 11 D Loughnane 9-2 Doubtful 
15 (1) 5 THUNDEROUS LOVE 14 J Portman 9-2 R Hornby 


7-2 Secret Bid, 9-2 Miguel, Emirates Angel, 8-1 Leguizamo, Compton Bay, 
Duely Spiced, 10-1 Ginormous, Thunderous Love. 


3.25 Novice Stakes (£4104: 7f) (7) 


1 (2) 33 CONCON CANDY 144 (P) A Watson 3-9-2 
2 (5) 3-240 FROM BEYOND 9 (P) H & R Charlton 3-9-2 
3 (3) 5-203 ITHRA 12 (P) Alice Haynes 3-9-2 

(1) 6-223 MEXICALI ROSE 79 (BF) R Beckett 3-9-2 


(6) 5-435 TOP OF THE CLASS 74 M Loughnane 3-9-2 
Billy Loughnane (3) 


6 (1) 53 HAWK JET 25 E Lavelle 3-9-0 Laura Pearson 
7 (4) 4PEROVSKIA 104 E Dunlop 3-9-0 Morgan Cole (5) 
11-10 Mexicali Rose, 3-1 Concon Candy, 6-1 Ithra, 15-2 From Beyond, 14-1 Top. 
Of The Class, 16-1 Hawk Jet, 20-1 Perovskia 


J Bryan 
T Whelan 
K O'Neill 
H Crouch 


ma 


4.00 Handicap (£51129: 7f) (9) 


1 (1) 13660 BAILEYSGUTFEELING 5 (T,D) Mrs N Evans 4-10-0 J Bryan 


2 (5) 02030 AUTUMN FESTIVAL 12 (CD) D O'Meara 4-10-0 
Jason Watson 
3 (7)31364 LITTLE BOY BLUE 18 (P,T,CD) W G M Turner 8-9-10 
Gina Mangan (3) 
4 (2)63120 MACS DILEMMA 18 (B,CD) J G O'Shea 5-9-8 
Georgia Dobie (3) 
(8) 3-150 LIANGEL HOPE 49 (P,D) C Mason 4-9-6 Mollie Phillips (3) 


(3) 15112 REDREDROBIN 10 (CD) M Saunders 6-9-6 W Carson 
G Bass (3) 
(6) 43126 CORI GLORY 35 (D) M Walford 3-9-2 H Russell 


5 
6 
7_ (9) 1-605 TIRIAC 82 (W) Jack Channon 3-9-3 
8 
9 


(4) 04062 KING OF WAR 16 (T,CD) Alexandra Dunn 4-8-9 
C Planas (3) 


9-4 Redredrobin, 6-1 Cori Glory, Macs Dilemma, Little Boy Blue, 7-1 King Of 
War, 8-1 Autumn Festival, 12-1 Liangel Hope, Tiriac, 14-1 Baileysgutfeeling, 


4.35 Handicap (£3,245: 7f) (12) 


1 (10) 55142 ROSCIOLI 28 (T) B Johnson 5-10-0 
2 (3)50005 IBIZA ROCKS 25 (B,D) O Greenall £ J Guerriero 5-9-12 


W Carson 


Tabitha Worsley (3) H Russell 
3 -6P21 COAL FIRE 37 P Bowen 7-11-6 SBowen | 3 (753115 THEWAYTOTHESTARS 12 (P,BF,D) G Harris 4-9-12 
4 43-31 PRINCE NINO 26 (P,T) Lizzie Quinlan 6-11-4 — Sean Quinlan C Hutchinson (3) 
5 P0/04 THAT'S ME FINISHED 37 N C Kelly (Ire) 6-11-2 G Sheehan 4 (8) 00000 ICONIC KNIGHT 19 (CD) J Flint 8-9-12 W Cox 
6 405-0 JOIE DE VIVRE 64 (P) M Todhunter 8-10-13 P W Wadge (5) 5 (2) 05562 PAVLODAR 31 (P,T) A Ralph 4-9-11 C Bishop 
7 P-611 MY GIFT TO YOU 27 (D James Owen 5-10-12 — H Cobden | 6 (4) 0-101 DOURADO 35 (V,D) P Chamings 9-9-11 — CPlanas (3) 
8 0-513 STRIKE OF LIGHTING 57 (T,CD) G Bewley 7-10-9 J Bewley | 7 (11) 0-000 CHINDWIN 38 5 Kirk 3-9-9 R Hornby 
9 


3-064 COUP DE GOLD 64 (P) D Thompson 7-10-7 J Thompson (7) 


10 66U5- SECRET SECRET 168 (H,T,BF) J Moffatt 7-10-5 
Charlotte Jones (3) 


11 -5040 BLAME ROSE 53 (P,T) S Corbett 6-10-2 N Moscrop 


8 (1) 00131 FACT OR FABLE 4 (P,CD) J S Moore 6-9-8(5ex) 
Gina Mangan (3) 


9 (9) 00-00 WHAT A WHOPPER 18 (B) B Meehan 3-9-6 Jason Watson 
10 (5) 6200 STAR MAP 25 E Dunlop 3-9-6 Billy Loughnane (3) 


11-4 My Gift To You, 4-1 Camilla’s Choice, 13-2 Sir Canford, Coal Fire, 7-1 
Prince Nino, 10-1 Secret Secret, 12-1 Coup De Gold, Strike Of Lighting. 


4.05 Handicap Hurdle 
(Div Il: £3,776: 2m 6f) (10) 


1 100-P FRIGHTENED RABBIT 26 (C) Miss L Harrison 11-12-0 
Doubtful 


2 54-P0 NATIVE FIGHTER 37 (P,CD) J Moffatt 9-11-13 
Charlotte Jones (3) 


3 2F-30 TIP TOP TONTO 32 (P) Dr R Newland 7-11-13 
S Twiston-Davies 


4 50415 SUNSHINE GIRL 24 G Hanmer 6-11-2 Tabitha Worsley (3) 
00-01 UNWANTED ATTENTION 72 (T) R Potter 5-11-0 S Bowen 


44-03 BLENDED STEALTH 40 (T,BF) Lizzie Quinlan 6-10-13 
Sean Quinlan 


B Hughes 
J Best 


aw 


7 -3624 YOU SAY ITS OVER 50 M Hammond 5-10-9 

8 -6456 SMART CONNECTION F46 M Chapman 6-10-8 
9 P-04P ROBEAM F46 (P) M Mullineaux 7-10-5 K Brogan 
10 64053 CONFELICITY 26 A B Hamilton 5-10-2 J Hamilton 
5-2 Unwanted Attention, 7-2 Blended Stealth, 9-2 Tip Top Tonto, Sunshine 
Girl, 6-1 You Say Its Over, 10-1 Native Fighter, 25-1 Confelicity, 33-1 Robeam. 


4.40 Handicap Hurdle (£4146: 2m 6f) (7) 


1 005-0 BON RETOUR 88 (CD) M Walford 8-12-0 
F5-22 JUMPING SUSIE 38 J McConnell (Ire) 5-11-7 


J Hamilton 
B Hayes 


3 01-32 SHANTOU SUNSET 57 (P,T) J Moffatt 9-11-5 D McMenamin 
4 1322- BELLES BENEFIT 393 (D) B Case 7-11-3 H Bannister 
5 45-23 SINNDARELLA 24 Sarah Hollinshead 7-11-0 C Ward (3) 
6 4-413 SPOT ON SOPH 9 (T,BF) S England 7-10-9 J England 
7 P-622 SOLWAY MOLLY 2 Miss L Harrison 8-10-2 Doubtful 


2-1 Jumping Susie, 9-4 Shantou Sunset, 5-1 Sinndarella, 11-2 Spot On Soph, 
13-2 Belles Benefit, 25-1 Bon Retour. 


11(12) -0115 COFFEEMEANSCOFFEE 4 (P,CD) Tom McGuinness (Ire) 
8-9-1 Georgia Dobie (3) 
12 (6) 0/00- PATRIOCTIC J119 Mrs L Mongan 5-8-9 G Rooke 
7-2 Fact Or Fable, 4-1 Coffeemeanscoffee, 9-2 Dourado, 11-2 Roscioli, 13-2 
Thewaytothestars, 10-1 Pavlodar, 12-1 Ibiza Rocks, 16-1 Star Map. 


510 Handicap (£3,245: 6f) (13) 


1 (12) -2451 MUSICAL MYSTERY 13 E Dunlop 4-10-1 Morgan Cole (5) 
2 (7) 42041 HASTILY 4 (H,C) Tom McGuinness (Ire) 4-10-1(5ex) 
Georgia Dobie (3) 
3 (9) 06-55 WHISTLEDOWN 69 (D) Jack Channon 4-10-0 
Rose Dawes (5) 
4 (10) 61612 DANDYS DERRIERE 11 (P,1,D) O Greenall & 
J Guerriero 5-9-12 
5 (5) 04624 STALINGRAD 80 (BF) P Chamings 6-9-12 
Billy Loughnane (3) 
6 (8) 42346 MAJOR GATSBY 33 (B) W G M Turner 4-9-11 
Mollie Phillips (3) 
7 (1) 04056 CORINTHIA KNIGHT 19 (P,D) A Watson 8-9-10 J Bryan 


Russell 


8 (2) 0350- SPIRIT OF CAHALA 299 (H) R Teal 4-9-7 G Rooke 
9 (11) 06556 GILT EDGE 4 (P,CD) C Mason 7-9-6 Gina Mangan (3) 
10 (3) -0100 PRINCESS SAVANNAH 14 (D) A Ralph 3-9-5 — C Bishop 


11(13) 43245 THE COLA KID 14 (B,T,BF,D) G Harris 6-9-2 C Planas (3) 
12 (6) 15034 SAVANNAH SMILES 14 (P,D) G Harris 3-9-1 K O'Neill 
13 (4) 36000 FRAGRANCE 7 R Harris 3-8-9 Laura Pearson 


4-1 Musical Mystery, 9-2 Hastily, 5-1 Dandys Derriere, 15-2 Stalingrad, 8-1 
Corinthia Knight, The Cola Kid, 10-1 Major Gatsby, 12-1 Savannah Smiles. 


Blinkered first time: Chepstow 4.00 Macs 
Dilemma. 4.35 What A Whopper. 4.35 Ibiza Rocks. 
Ripon 4.10 James Mchenry. Southwell 5.00 
Manila Style. 5.00 Little Man. 5.00 Dresden Green. 


3.05 Handicap (£10,308: 7f) (6) 


1 (4) 1-014 WILD LION 44 (P,D) S bin Suroor 5-10-0 
2 (5) 64120 CHARTWELL HOUSE 11 (BF,CD) W Knight 3-9-6 


H Doyle 


David Egan 
3 (1) 21210 SIR WINSTON 16 (D) R Varian 4-9-5 A Keeley (3) 
4 (3) 65213 G'DAAY 22 (V,CD) Joseph Parr 5-9-0 N Callan 
5 (6) 3414 NEW BUSINESS 51 (BF,D) A Balding 3-9-0 O Murphy 
6 (2) 06534 MARLAY PARK 54 (BF,CD) J Boyle 5-8-13 


Ryan Sexton (3) 
5-2 Wild Lion, 100-30 New Business, 9-2 Chartwell House, 11-2 G'daay, 6-1 
Sir Winston, 13-2 Marlay Park. 


3.40 Handicap (£7,334: 1m 4f) (11) 


1 (1) 13154 APPIER 31 (D) S P C Woods 4-11-10 Cian Murphy (6) 


2 (8) 20451 CITIZEN GENERAL 8 (8,D) E Dunlop 4-11-9(5ex) 
F Yarham (4) 


3 (4)45540 SUN KING 18 (T) G Boughey 4-11-7 Jack Callan (6) 
4 (2) 000-0 RING OF BEARA 22 T Easterby 4-11-1 William Easterby 
5 (6) -0024 PREMIERE LIGNE 18 (P,T,D) H Morrison 4-11-1 


T Broughton 
6 (11) -0002 WARNING SIGN 32 (BF) G L Moore 4-11-0 D Dunsdon 
7 (9) -3123 WARHOL 25 G Baker 4-10-13 S Walker 


8 (7) 0-051 LIBERATED LIGHT 41 John E & Kiely 4-10-10 J L Gleeson 
9 (10) 03244 RESTORER 22 (T,D) | Williams 11-10-6 Josh Agar (4) 


10 (3) -2042 CAPTAIN HADDOCK 54 (P,CD) H Main 6-10-6 
Henry Main (2) 


11 (5) 00012 BELGOPRINCE 40 (T) A J Martin (Ire) 6-10-5 
B M Coonan (4) 


7-2 Liberated Light, 5-1 Citizen General, 11-2 Belgoprince, 7-1 Warning Sign, 
8-1 Warhol, 10-1 Premiere Ligne, Restorer, Captain Haddock. 


415 Handicap (£7,731: 1m 2f) (10) 

1 (8) 430-5 SATONO JAPAN 45 (V) A West 6-10-4 C Shepherd 
2_ (5) 23020 UDABERRI 72 S P C Woods 4-9-13 O Murphy 
3 (3) -4565 MELEK ALREEH 66 D M Simcock 4-9-10 D Costello 
4 (7) 33-02 ZHANG FEI 132 (H) J Gallagher 5-9-9 N Callan 
5 (1) -2623 RIBAL 24 (P,BF) A Balding 3-9-8 H Doyle 
6 (4) 4113 OH SO GRAND 33 (BF,D) S & E Crisford 3-9-7 K Shoemark 
7 (10) -0634 LIGHT UP OUR STARS 99 (H,CD) S Dixon 7-9-3 


Elisha Whittington (5) 
8 (9)35020 GIOVANNI BAGLIONE 18 P Phelan 4-9-1 ^ David Egan 
9 (6) 13000 GOD OF FIRE 12 (T) S C Williams 3-9-1 R Kingscote 
10 (2) 12336 FLIGHT OF ANGELS 11 (D) C Johnston 3-9-1 J Fanning 


11-4 Oh So Grand, 9-2 Ribal, 13-2 Udaberri, Flight Of Angels, 8-1 Zhang Fei, 
10-1 Light Up Our Stars, Melek Alreeh, Satono Japan. 


4.50 Handicap (£5,234: 1m 113yd) (10) 
1 (9) 65-23 BOWLAND PARK 10 (CD) D & C Kubler 5-10-4 

R Kingscote 
2 (10) 33130 TRAIS FLUORS 8 (P,D) Jack Channon 9-10-0 K Shoemark 
3_ (4) 03604 ENGLISH SPIRIT 19 (D) H Main 5-9-10 0 Murphy 
4 (1) 41525 BOBBY DASSLER 25 (?,1) T Ward 4-9-9 H Doyle 
5 (5) 31056 DUTCH KINGDOM 53 (8,T) Darryll Holland 3-9-9 


David Egan 
6 (6) -0540 KIMIFIVE 11 (C) | Williams 8-9-8 C Fallon 
7 (7) 31250 HI CLARE 27 (D) C Johnston 3-9-7 J Fanning 
8 (3) 03015 DESFONDADO 25 (BF,CD) S Dow 3-9-7 P Bradley (3) 
9 (2) 00443 OTAGO 19 (©) J Boyle 6-9-6 C Bennett 
10 (8) 100-0 DECEIT 14 (T) G L Moore 4-8-12 C Shepherd 


100-30 Bowland Park, 6-1 Otago, Desfondado, Bobby Dassler, Trais Fluors, 8-1 
English Spirit, Hi Clare, 12-1 Kimifive. 


5.20 Handicap (£7,731: 70 (9) 


1 (5) 40000 LARADO 9 (B,CD) M Appleby 5-9-13 T Ladd 
2 (4) 3-112 DESERT FALCON 12 (P/D) Sir M Prescott 3-9-11 H Doyle 
3 (8) -5011 CAPITAL GUARANTEE 10 (D) D O'Meara 3-9-9 O Murphy 
4 (9) -5450 LA MAQUINA 53 (T,D) Harry Eustace 8-9-9 — P-L Jamin 
5 (6) 55301 SHOOT TO KILL 19 (D) R Brisland 6-9-9 — David Egan 
6 (3) 41003 SECRET STRENGTH 16 (P,D) J Boyle 4-9-8 L Catton (5) 
7 
8 
9 


(7) 44116 RESTRICT 13 (D) D M Simcock 3-9-6 H Turner 
(2) 35110 AMATHUS 16 (P,D) P Chamings 6-9-3 C Fallon 
(1) -3665 LA RAV 46 (D) L Carter 9-9-0 D Costello 


5-2 Capital Guarantee, 3-1 Desert Falcon, 6-1 Shoot To Kill, 7-1 La Maquina, 
8-1 Secret Strength, Restrict, 10-1 Amathus, 25-1 La Rav, Larado. 


Southwell 

Rob Wright 

2.00 Enzos Angel 4.25 The Waiting Game 
2.35 Miss Mach One 5.00 Deputise 

3.10 Rodborough 5.32 Kehlani 

3.45 Superposition 

Going: standard 

Draw: no advantage Sky Sports Racing 


2.00 Handicap (£3,245: 7f) (10) 


1 (2) 06560 BIG NARSTIE 60 (CD) M Appleby 5-10-2 


2 (9) 34013 MUDLAHHIM 24 (D) S Dixon 7-10-2 
Mikkel Mortensen (5) 
3 (4)03323 THE COLA BRASIL 18 (B,T,D) H Spiller 7-10-0 
Kaiya Fraser 
4 (10) 3-600 HOMER STOKES 186 (CD) D & N Barron 5-10-0 


J Leavy (5) 


Mia Nicholls 
5 (1) 21200 LIBERTY BREEZE 25 (D) Simon Whitaker 5-9-9 A Jary 
6 (3) 03300 NIGHTOUT 23 (B,T) T Easterby 3-9-9 A Fielding (3) 


7 (7) -6506 ENZOS ANGEL 27 (T) S C Williams 4-9-6 Brandon Wilkie 


8 (8) 22255 WRATH OF HECTOR 8 (BF, CD) Jessica Macey 6-9-3 
Tommie Jakes (5) 


9 (5) 65005 LADY DOUGLAS 16 M & D Easterby 3-8-13 
Lewis Chalkley (5) 


10 (6) 42540 GIRL FROM ITALY 27 M Walford 3-8-13 W Pyle 
7-2 The Cola Brasil, 4-1 Mudlahhim, 11-2 Big Narstie, 7-1 Wrath Of Hector, 8-1 
Homer Stokes, Enzos Angel, 10-1 Nightout, 14-1 others. 


2.35 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £3,564: 5f) (8) 

1 (7) 451MISS MACH ONE 15 Jack Channon 9-6 C Beasley 
2 (6) 343 BINT HAVANA GREY 15 (BF) R Hughes 9-2 F Marsh 
3 (8 BLUEBELL GROVE A Balding 9-2 D Probert 
4 (4)  00BOANN 18 (T) Ollie Sangster 9-2 J Mitchell 
5 (3) 60 GRID IRON MAIDEN 12 B Ellison 9-2 B Robinson 
6 (2) REPRISED K R Burke 9-2 D Tudhope 
7 (D 224 SPARKLIGHT 9 E J-Houghton 9-2 K Stott 
8 (5) 00 STONEACRE GIRL 17 Jessica Macey 9-2 L Edmunds 


5-2 Miss Mach One, 3-1 Bint Havana Grey, 4-1 Bluebell Grove, 5-1 Reprised, 
Sparklight, 14-1 Boann, 50-1 Grid Iron Maiden, Stoneacre Girl. 


3:10 


Handicap (£3,245: 5f) (14) 


1 (9) 15552 BIRKENHEAD 10 (P,CD) P Midgley 6-9-12 D Nolan 
2 (2) 00540 MICK'S SPIRIT 67 (V,D) C Allen 5-9-11 K Stott 
3 (1) 02-00 OUR DELIA 23 J O'Keeffe 3-9-10 J Garritty 
4 (4) 21203 STORM FOX 21 (P,D) T Easterby 3-9-10 S B Kirrane 
5 


(7) -5040 GOLDEN RAINBOW 13 (P,D) P Midgley 4-9-10 
B McHugh 


6 (10) 50003 AZUCENA 13 (D) Mrs A Duffield 3-9-9 D Tudhope 
7 (11) 14254 DOCTOR MOZART 14 (V,CD) P Kirby 3-9-8 C Beasley 
8 (3) -5001 RODBOROUGH 8 (P,CD) A Brown 3-9-8(6ex) CLee 


9 (8) 12134 GLORIOUS CHARMER 145 (T,D) M Herrington mE ii 


lart 
10(13) 63133 MEHMO 8 (V,BF,CD) M Appleby 5-9-5 F Larson (3) 
11 (6) -6000 STORM VENTURE 12 R Fahey 3-9-4 B Garritty 
12 (5) 25240 CUBAN GREY 13 (P,T,D) R Cowell 3-9-4 J Mitchell 
13(14) /003- DALGLISH 475 (H) A Brittain 4-8-13 C Hardie 
14(12) -0402 LOLA'S MOMENT 20 T Easterby 3-8-11 JP Sullivan 


9-2 Birkenhead, 5-1 Rodborough, 7-1 Mehmo, 8-1 Dalglish, 10-1 Glorious 
Charmer, Azucena, Storm Fox, Doctor Mozart. 


3.45 Novice Stakes 
(2-Y-O: £13,500: 7f) (1) 

1 (7) 6 FORMIDABLE FORCE 17 Ferguson 9-7 D Muscutt 
2 (8) 430 JUANTORENA 32 A Balding 9-7 D Probert 
3 () 03 MAI DUBAI 19 R Hughes 9-7 F Marsh 
4 (9) 0 NORTHERN CRACKSMAN 19 B Ellison 9-7 B Robinson 
5 (4) 34 RICH HARRY 16 Alice Haynes 9-7 K Stott 
6 (11) 2SPACEPORT 20 W Muir & CGrassick 9-7 L Edmunds 
7 Q) 5 SUPERPOSITION 17 E Dunlop 9-7 JHart 
8 (10) THE CRAFTY MOLE D O'Meara 9-7 D Tudhope 
9 (6) 43 TRIBAL RHYTHM 27 (BF) James Horton 9-7 

P J McDonald 
10 (5) 6 ALMUDENA 12 Sir M Prescott 9-2 S W Kelly 
11G) 23 ROMAN SECRET 21 (BF) R Fahey 9-2 B Garritty 


4-1 Superposition, 5-1 Spaceport, 6-1 Tribal Rhythm, Juantorena, 13-2 Mai 
Dubai, 7-1 Roman Secret, 10-1 Rich Harry, 12-1 Almudena. 


4.5 Handicap (Div I: £3,245: 6f) (14) 
1 (3) 60611 THE WAITING GAME 4 (D) Jack Jones 4-10-0(5ex) 


D Probert 
2 (6) 00464 AUTUMN FLIGHT 39 (B,E,8F,D) | W McInnes 7-9-9 
H Burns (3) 
3 (12) 00540 PHOENIX STAR 135 (P,D) Jessica Macey 7-9-8 
L Edmunds 
4 (4) 53665 MUMCAT 2 J Coward 4-9-8 Joanna Mason 
5 (10) 40066 STEPMOTHER 46 M Attwater 4-9-7 SB Kirrane 
6 (1) 40425 NOBLE CAPTAIN 25 (T) K Scott 3-9-5 J Hart 
7 (5) 02000 STELLA BLUE 17 K Ryan 3-9-5 K Stott 
8 (7) 00000 ELDEYAAR 10 (D) A Brittain 4-9-4 CHardie 
9 (8) 26304 BYEFORNOW 18 (P,D) K P De Foy 3-9-3 D Muscutt 
10 (2) 15230 ENCHANTED NIGHT 19 (P) C Dunnett 5-9-3 R Ffrench 


11 (9) 00001 CONGRESS 8 (P,CD) R Fell & S Murray 3-9-3(6ex) 
J Peate (3) 


12(14) 61500 ARLECCHINO'S GIFT 14 (P,D) M Usher 4-9-1. 


F Larson (3) 
13(11) 00554 FINAL FRONTIER 25 (D) R Carr 10-9-0 JP Sullivan 
14(13) 56-30 GEORGIA MADELEINE 97 S Pearce 3-8-12 B McHugh 


9-4 The Waiting Game, 13-2 Congress, 8-1 Autumn Flight, 10-1 Phoenix Star, 
Mumcat, Noble Captain, 12-1 Final Frontier, Byefornow, Enchanted Night. 


5.00 Handicap (Div Il: £3,245: 6f) (14) 


1 (8)63605 TATHMEEN 13 (P,CD) A Brittain 8-9-9 C Hardie 
2 (6)32223 BOMB SQUAD 34 (P,D) J Mackie 5-9-9 J Hart 
3 (7) 60560 GUEST LIST 13 K Scott 4-9-8 W Pyle (5) 


4 (13) 00601 DEPUTISE 8 (CD) M Wigham 7-9-8(4ex) A Farragher (3) 
5 (5) 00640 JUMIRA BRIDGE 20 (D) D Shaw 9-9-6 J Fisher (5) 
6 (4) 64560 LITTLE MAN 13 (B) K Frost 3-9-5 B Sanderson (3) 
7 (2) 60005 LUPSET FLOSSY POP 25 (D) Phillip Makin 3-9-4 K Stott 
8 (12) 64365 IRISH DESSERT 18 H Spiller 3-9-4 J Smith 


9 (3) 004 LADY GAZELLE 19 (H) H Evans 3-9-3 
Millie Wonnacott (5) 


10(10) 54000 MANILA STYLE 16 (B) T Easterby 3-9-3 SB Kirrane 
11(14) 06006 BREATH CATCHER 8 B Ellison 3-9-1 B Robinson 
12 (9) 03003 BLACKCURRENT 8 (P,C,D) A Brown 7-9-0 Paula Muir (3) 
13(11) -0004 QUANAH 8 (T,D) Liam Bailey 7-9-0 A Brookes (5) 
14 (1) 34600 DRESDEN GREEN 13 (8) R Carr 3-8-11 JP Sullivan 
4-1 Deputise, 9-2 Bomb Squad, 6-1 Blackcurrent, 8-1 Irish Dessert, Tathmeen, 
10-1 Lupset Flossy Pop, 12-1 Jumira Bridge, 14-1 Guest List, Breath Catcher. 


5.32 Handicap (£3,873: 1m 4f) (14) 
1 (1) 15111 LET HER LOOSE 7 (CD) A Watson 6-10-6(5ex) 


T Fisher (3) 
2 (14) -0341 TYPICAL WOMAN 53 (P,D) | Williams 4-10-3 CLee 
3 (13) 10023 DOWN TO THE KID 61 (CD) | Furtado 4-10-2 — D Nolan 
4 (6)24453 BENADALID 23 (D) C Fairhurst 8-9-13 A Brookes (5) 
5 (8) 13040 CLANSMAN 30 (D) Liam Bailey 5-9-12 D Tudhope 
6 (7) 21251 HOOFLEPUFF 13 (V,D) H Bethell 7-9-12 J Hart 


7 (2) 41460 THE BAY WARRIOR 34 (P) M Usher 5-9-10 D Muscutt 


8 (10) -6405 SPRING GLOW 27 (H,D) W Knight 6-9-8 M Ghiani 
9 (11) 20406 TIGERTEN 15 (D) K Frost 6-9-8 B Sanderson (3) 
10(12) 13346 KEHLANI 14 (P) J Osborne 3-9-6 K Stott 
11 (9) 550-0 DOUBLETHETROUBLE 30 J Butler 5-9-6 C Beasley 
12 (3) 34644 FOX FLAME 11 (V,D) C Johnston 3-9-3 J Mitchell 


13 (5) 41300 MICKEY MONGOOSE 12 (T) Olly Williams 3-9-2 

A Jary (7) 
14 (4) 040/5 TOSCAN GENIUS 19 (H) B Ellison 6-8-11 W Pyle (5) 
3-1 Let Her Loose, 4-1 Typical Woman, 7-1 Down To The Kid, 8-1 Hooflepuff, 
Benadalid, 10-1 Kehlani, Fox Flame, 14-1 Spring Glow. 


Yesterday’s racing results 


Beverley 


Going: good (good to firm in places) 


1.40 (7f 96yd) 1, Cheshire Dancer (C Lee, 
10-3); 2, Puella Law (33-1); 3, Cloudy Skye (9-2). 
13 ran. 11, 144. H Palmer. 

2.15 (5f) 1, Batal Zabeel (S A Gray, 6-1); 
2, Midnight Lir (11-8 fav); 3, Lady Nunthorpe 
(11-2). 6 ran. 11, nk. K A Ryan. 

2.50 (5f) 1, Emeralds Pride (Connor Beasley, 
15-2; 2, Birdie Bowers (13-2; 3, Glory 
Hallelujah (12-1). 11 ran. Sh hd, 1341. M Dods. 


3.25 (5f) 1, Chester Le Streak (William Pyle, 


13-2); 2, Hellenista (6-5 fav); 3, Flint Hill (7-2). 5 
ran. NR: Baileys Khelstar. 7341, 1 


4.35 (Im 100yd) 1, Pearl Eye (B A Curtis, 
100-30 jt-fav); 2, Hale End (4-1); 3, Soames 
Forsyte (33-1). 10 ran. Sh hd, 34l. 
Holland. 


5.10 (Im 1f 207yd) 1, Goblet Of Fire (Rowan 
Scott, 4-1); 2, Western Beat (100-30); 3, 
Panama City (50-1). 9 ran. NR: Leading 
Company. 441, 441. N Tinkler. 


Placepot: £79.00. 


11-2); 2, J R Cavagin (11-4 fav); 3, Elzaal (10-1). 
11 ran. 1441, nk. Craig Lidster. Goodwood 
4.00 (2m 32yd) 1, September Power (J Hart, Going: soft 


151. M Wigham. 
Dark Viper, 


Darryll 


Quadpot: £34.00. 


1.50 (Im) 1, Remaadd (T Marquand, 4-6 fav); 2, 
Playtime (8-1); 3, Hampden (14-1). 8 ran. NR: 
Daymer Bay, 
Wonder. 4441, 141. W J Haggas. 


2.25 (6f) 1, Many A Star (J Watson, 16-5 fav); 2, 
Capote’s Dream (9-2); 3, Spanish Star (100- 
30). 6 ran. NR: Ingra Tor, Tabdeed, Willem 
Twee. 341, nk. P & O Cole. 


3.00 (Im 3f 44yd) 1, Ramensky (T Marquand, 
11-2); 2, Western Stars (17-2); 3, Dalmatic (40-1). 
7 ran. NR: Charlie's Choice. 41, 71. W J Haggas. 


Sedgemoor, 


Placepot: £242.10. 


3.35 (Im 3f 218yd) 1, Sea King (S W Kelly, 9-4); 
2,SotoSizzler(12-1);3, Benacre (15-8 fav).4 ran. 
NR: Aimeric, Fulfilled. 1341, 3 
4.10 (Im 1f197yd)1, Cherry (Rossa Ryan, 4-6 fav); 
2, La Francesa (12-1); 3, Waxing Gibbous (20-1). 
6 ran. NR: Imperial Quarter. 6141, 1l. R M Beckett. 
4.45(Im)1, The Gatekeeper (Rossa Ryan, 13-8 
fav); 2, Thunder Ball (7-1); 3, Ouzo (6-1). 5 ran. 
NR: Bless Him. ns, 1341. C Johnston. 

5.20 (Im1f11yd)1, Eton Blue (S Walker, 2-1 fav); 
2, Habanero Star (17-2); 3, Nonsuch Lad (11-4). 
6 ran. NR: Morlaix, Ravi Road. 6l, 3241. G Baker. 
Amended Result — Jackpot: £1,630.00. 
Quadpot: £61.60. 


141. Sir M Prescott. 


Yarmouth 


420 (Im 2f 23yd) 1, Royal Symbol 
(W Buick, 7-2); 2, Flying Frontier (8-1); 


Going: good (good to soft in places) 


Nk, 2141. Mrs C A Dunnett. 


4l, 11. G Boughey. 


K P De Foy. 


2.35 (Im 2f 23yd) 1, Flower Of Thunder 
(Isobel Francis, 7-2); 2, Miss Harmony (6-1); 3, 
Liberated Lad (100-30). 8 ran. NR: Hot Team. 


3.10 (7f 3yd) 1, Lambert (W Buick, 5-2 fav); 2, 
Validated (11-4); 3, Speed Court (125-1). 11 ran. 


3.45 (Im 3yd) 1, Renesmee (W Buick, 
11-2); 2, Dion Baker (4-1); 3, Abravaggio 
(5-2 fav). 11 ran. NR: Anglo Saxson. Hd, 4l. 


3, Arqoob (12-1). 10 ran. NR: Kitsune Power. 
11, 21. C Appleby. 


4.55 (6f 3yd) 1, Catwalk Model (Frederick 
Larson, 6-1; 2, Warminster (18- 
Of Success (5-2 fav). 6 ran. NR: 
Snail, Ray Vonn. Nk, 341. Miss A Murphy. 


5.25 (7f 3yd) 1, Red Maids (W Buick, 100-30 
fav); 2, Primrose Maid (13-2); 3, Miss Gallagher 
(10-1). 10 ran. 27/1, 1341. M G Rimell. 


Placepot: £459.80. 
Quadpot: £141.20. 
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World Championships Sport 


Hodgkinson so close to perfection 


Matt Lawton 


Chief Sports 
Correspondent, 
Budapest 


There was a moment in what was billed 
as the race of these World Champion- 
ships when a gap opened up in front of 
Keely Hodgkinson that almost looked 
like an invitation. 

It was some 70 metres from the finish 
of an utterly compelling women’s 800m 
final and, in her effort to stall the 
advance of the fast-finishing Mary 
Moraa, Athing Mu began to move wide. 

That, however, presented Hodgkin- 
son with an opportunity on the inside; a 
chance to conquer the American who 
had beaten this quite brilliant 
21-year-old from Wigan to 
world and Olympic gold over 
the previous two years. 

Hodgkinson, running an 
almost perfect tactical race 
here in Budapest, gritted her 
teeth and drew on everything 
she had left in reserve. For a 
moment, maybe a second or 
two, it seemed that she might 
just make that final step to the 
summit of the podium. 

She had the measure of Mu 
and her sparkly blue spikes. But 
this time Moraa proved the 
stronger, the Kenyan — now 
very much part of what promises 
to be a fascinating three-way battle for 
honours over two laps for the next few 
years — taking victory. 

Moraa, 23, is an unusual runner, with 
her arched back and sometimes unor- 
thodox tactical approach. But she has a 
background over 400m and she uses 
that raw speed to good effect in the 
closing stages of a race. 

On this occasion she was just too 
quick, powering down the outside and 
leaping in celebration over the finish 
line before breaking into a dance. 

For Hodgkinson, a third global 
championship silver medal in as many 
seasons still represents a tremendous 
achievement. But she will know how 
close she has come again, clocking Imin 
56.34sec to Moraa’s 1:56.03. 

It was a personal best for Moraa but 
still outside the British record Hodg- 
kinson set this year. Indeed the Briton 
came into this race more than a second 
quicker than any other finalist this 
season. 

Afterwards Hodgkinson did her best 
to suppress any sense of disappoint- 
ment. “To be consistently up with the 
best in the world is all I want from my 
career,” she said. “It’s another podium, 
another medal, so that is definitely a 


positive. But I did think I was going to 
come through on the inside. The line 
just came quicker than I thought it 
would. 

"| gave it my all, like I always do. I 
don't think I put a foot wrong. I'll have 
to go watch it back again but it’s consist- 
ent. Another silver.” 

It was, as Hodgkinson pointed out, a 
“different order to last year”. In Eugene, 
Moraa had finished third, even if she 
did then beat Hodgkinson to Common- 
wealth gold. 

“I do love it” Hodgkinson said. “And 
[I was] really up for it today. I really did 
believe I was going to win. But who 
knows what order it will be next year. 
One of these days I will get the top spot. 
Today was just not meant to be.” 

Just three places behind her was 
Jemma Reekie, with fifth place in a 
World Championships a fine result 
after the upheaval — like Laura Muir — 
of splitting with coach Andy Young in 
March. “I went to Jon [Bigg, her new 
coach] in an absolute mess,” she said. 
“To be here in the final is exciting for 
next year.” 

More medals would follow for the 
British team. The men’s 4x400m relay 
runners had to contest this final with- 
out Matthew Hudson-Smith — the in- 


dividual silver medallist continues 
to struggle with an achilles issue — and 
yet still they managed to secure a 
medal, Rio Mitcham battling bravely to 
hang on for bronze. 

Earlier Lord Coe had paid tribute to 
the local organisers for putting on such 
an impressive show, with fans from 120 


countries attending over the past nine 
days. In all more than 400,000 tickets 
were sold; 90 per cent of the total avail- 
able. 

Those who managed to secure entry 
for the last night were also treated to a 
thrilling men's 5,000m, with Jakob 
Ingebrigtsen responding to the dis- 


CONTINUED FROM BACK 
Ohuruogu omitted for relay 


inclusion, with the majority in 
favour of running without her. UK 
Athletics (UKA) declined to 
comment. 

As The Times reported on Friday, 
UKA selectors have spent much of 
this week fretting over Ohuruogu's 
inclusion. Had she run, the team 
would have been at risk of being 
disqualified if she is charged with a 
breach of anti-doping rules. 

CJ Ujahs positive drugs test in 
Tokyo two years ago cost the men's 
sprint relay quartet their Olympic 
silver, and this certainly influenced 
the final decision. 

Ohuruogu has been a subject of 
an investigation by UK Anti-Doping 
(Ukad) since last December, when 
evidence uncovered by The Times 


showed her training alongside her 
long-term boyfriend while he is 
serving a three-year doping ban. 
Antonio Infantino, an Italy sprinter, 
tested positive for non-endogenous 
testosterone. If Ukad investigators 
do find that Infantino was coaching 
Ohuruogu, she faces a ban of up to 
two years for “prohibited 
association” that could be backdated 
to include these championships. 
Senior UKA figures had also 
considered the possibility that the 
national anti-doping agency could 
conclude Ohuruogu has no case to 
answer. On Friday the plan was to 
let her run, but by Saturday night 
she was missing from the relay heats 
and she was absent again for the 
final. Last night Stephen Maguire, 
the UKA technical director, 
explained it had to take into account 
a duty of care to the other runners. 


SARAH MEYSSONNIER/REUTERS 


Team GB 
medal-winners 
Gold 

K Johnson-Thompson, 
Heptahlon 

J Kerr, men’s 1,500m 


Silver 
Mixed 4x400m team 
M Hudson-Smith, 
men’s 400m 

K Hodgkinson, 
women's 800m 


Bronze 
Z Hughes, men’s 100m 
B Pattison, men’s 
800m 

Women’s 4x100m 
team 

Men's 4x400m team 
Women's 4x400m 
team 


Hodgkinson 
found solace in 
consistency 
after another 
silver, while the 
women's relay 
team, inset, 
enjoyed bronze 


appointment of losing to Josh Kerr over 
1,500m by claiming another world title 
over the longer distance. It was a 
marvellous race, with the Norwegian 
waiting until the final few strides to pass 
Spain's Mohamed Katir. 

Perhaps the most exciting contest, 
however, was left until last. At the start 
of these championships the remarkable 
Femke Bol had cost her Dutch team- 
mates world championship gold when 
she stumbled and fell in the last few 
metres of the mixed relay final. But she 
more than made amends when she 
somehow claimed victory in the 
women’s 4x400m, having collected the 
baton for the final leg some 15m down, 
behind both Jamaica and Great Britain. 

Already the winner of the individual 
women’s 400m hurdles, Bol produced 
yet another startling performance, 
catching Great Britain’s Nicole Yeargin 
with about 40m to go and Jamaica's 
Stacey-Ann Williams at pretty much 
the spot where she had face-planted the 
track a week earlier. 

For the British, it remained a terrific 
effort in the absence of Victoria Ohuru- 
ogu; their bronze medal vindication for 
what must have been a difficult selec- 
tion decision. 

As for Bol and the Dutch, their 
victory marked a fitting end to a fabu- 
lous championships. 


Clements lands maiden win while MacIntyre closes on Rome 


Golf 
Rick Broadbent 


Todd Clements, the world No 394, 
carved out the round of his life to clinch 
his first DP World Tour title at the 
Czech Masters as Robert MacIntyre 
tightened his grip on an automatic 
Ryder Cup place. 

Clements, 26, started the final day 
three off the lead in Prague but the 
Englishman made short work of 
erasing the deficit with six birdies in his 
first eight holes. He signed for a superb 
round of 63 and his closest challenger, 
the overnight co-leader Matt Wallace, 
could not convert a birdie chance on 
the last to join him at 22 under par and 
force a play-off. 


“Tve dreamt of this for a long time 
and it’s the reason I play golf” said 
Clements, who graduated from the 
Challenge Tour last year. “It takes some 
people years to win out here. Given the 
circumstances, that’s got to be the best 
round of my life.” 

Wallace’s form means he will be one 
of many names mentioned in Ryder 
Cup discussions this week. The Europe 
and US teams will be announced over 
the next seven days, with the Czech 
leaderboard featuring many of those 
still harbouring hopes of making it to 
Rome next month. 

With only one week of qualifying left, 
MacIntyre’s round of 66 gave him a 
share of fourth place, and meant he 
retained the third and final automatic 


qualifying berth on the European 
points list. His display has also 
cut the list of those 


who 

overhaul N 
him too 

five. The 


potential usurpers are Yannik 
Paul, Adrian Meronk, Victor Perez, 
Rasmus Hojgaard and Adrian 
Otaegui. All would need to at least 
make the top three at the European 
Masters in Switzerland this week to 
overhaul the Scot. 

Before that drama Zach Johnson, the 
US captain, will name his six picks 


Clements, the world No 394, clinched a 
one-shot victory after a nine-under 63 


can MS D. 


tomorrow. Collin Morikawa and 
Jordan Spieth are nailed on for 
two of them, and unless 
thereis a hidden diktat to 
snub LIV Golf players, 
Brooks Koepka will join 
them. That trio, all part of 
* the team that won at a 
canter at Whistling 
Straits two years ago, will 
add ten majors to the ros- 
ter. 

With six players 
having already con- 
firmed their places via 
the points' race, and 
Cameron Young also 
expecting a spot, that 

leaves only two picks 


— 


for Johnson to agonise about. At the 
start of the year Justin Thomas would 
have seemed a near-certainty, but his 
form collapsed this summer to the 
point where he was lamenting “embar- 
rassing” scores and describing his 
mood as the lowest it had ever been. 
Thomas was the US’ star performer 
the last time the Ryder Cup was held in 
Europe. 

The climax of the PGA Tour season 
at the $75 million Tour Championship 
last night was a chance for others to 
press their case for a pick. While Viktor 
Hovland started the final round six 
clear, others craved eye-catching fin- 
ishes to prove their form. Lightning in 
the Atlanta area caused a long delay 
with Hovland on the 2nd green. 
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Sport Cricket 


Curran leads 
Invincibles to 
Hundred title 


Oval Invincibles 
v Manchester Originals 
Lord’s (Manchester Originals won 


toss): Oval Invincibles beat 
Manchester Originals by 14 runs 


Men’s final 
Elizabeth Ammon 


The men’s Hundred trophy is heading 
to south London for the first time after 
the Oval Invincibles clinched a 14-run 
victory over Manchester Originals in a 
close-fought final in front of a full house 
at Lord's last night. 

Jos Buttler, the Originals captain, 
must have seen something in the pitch. 
Having observed the women’s game 
before, he called right to win the toss 
and decided to bowl first. It was a deci- 
sion that looked to have paid off as the 
Invincibles were reduced to 34 for five 
within 36 balls. 

However, Tom Curran and Jimmy 
Neesham put together an unbroken 
sixth-wicket partnership of 127 in 65 
balls — the highest in Hundred history 
—taking the Invincibles to an above-par 
total of 161 for five. 

Richard Gleeson made the new ball 
breakthrough for the Originals, getting 
some extra bounce to take Jason Roy’s 
inside edge through to Buttler. Roy has 
scored only 154 runs in nine matches at 
an average of 17 and the England 
selectors will be hoping he can 
find form in the coming weeks 
to justify his selection for the 
World Cup over Harry Brook. 

Paul Stirling lasted only five 
balls, miscuing a Gleeson full toss 
to mid-on. Sam Curran went for a 
first-ball duck, edging behind off 
Josh Little, Sam Billings was 
caught down the leg A 
side and Will Jacks 
mistimed a pull shot 
off Tom Hartley as 
the final looked to be 
heading towards an anti- 
climax before it had truly be- li 


n. 
That was before Neesham 


Tom Curran scored a fifty 
and took one wicket 


NN 


and Tom Curran came together and 
battered 17 boundaries between them, 
both making unbeaten fifties. Neesham 
hit 57 from 33 balls but Curran's knock 
of 67 from 34, which included five sixes, 
was the best of the day. 

The Originals’ chase began well with 
an opening partnership of 34 in 22 balls 
between Buttler and Phil Salt before 
Curran stepped up with the ball, 
removing Salt, who waslookingto drive 
overthetop but could only pick out the 
younger Curran, Sam, at mid-off. 

Buttler, the tournaments leading 
runscorer with 391 at an average of 
43.44, was the prized wicket and he fell 
for ll, bowled by the spin of Danny 
Briggs, Wayne Madsen was bowled by 
Nathan Sowter for four, leaving the 
Originals on 48 for three after 37 balls. 

As the darkness descended over 
NWS, it was a night for taking the pace 
offtheball and Will Jacks took the next 
two wickets, dismissing Laurie Evans 
and Paul Walter. At the halfway stage, 
the Originals were 58 for four, needing 
104 from 50 balls. Max Holden did his 
bestto keep busy against some accurate 
pace-off bowling by the Invincibles, 
making 37 from 25 before being pinned 
leg-before by Sam Curran. 

That left the Originals needing 44 
from the last 15 balls and Jamie Overton 
was not going to die wondering, swing- 
ing as hard as he could at anything wide 
of off stump and hitting a six off Gus 
Atkinson. Hartley followed up with 
another maximum at the start of the 

penultimate set of five, but it was not 
enough. Sam Curran was charged 
with bowling the final five deliveries 
with 23 needed and held his nerve 
inan excellent display of death- 
bowling, going for only eight. 
à “I am absolutely stoked,” 
_ Roy said, “Over the moon. If 
you'd told me 30 or 40 balls 
into our innings this was 
going to happen I wouldn't 
F have believed you. We 
haven't been a one-or-two- 
man show, everyone in the 
squad has stepped up at times 
and the support for us has been 
incredible. We'll enjoy a few 
2) beers tonight.” 
Scorecard, page 45 
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Shrubsole ended her 15-year professional career with victory as Southern Brave won the women’s Hundred title at Lord's 


Shrubsole ends on a high as Brave lift trophy 


Southern Brave v 
Northern Superchargers 


Lord's (Northern Superchargers won 
toss): Southern Brave beat Northern 
Superchargers by 34 runs 


Women’s final 
Elizabeth Ammon 


Anya Shrubsole, the hero of England's 
2017 World Cup victory, ended her 
15-year professional career on a high at 
the same Lords venue by leading 
Southern Brave to a first Hundred title. 

The 34-run victory over Northern 
Superchargers was a fitting end to a 
career which she began by playing boys’ 
cricket at Bath before going through 
the Somerset age-groups and being 
picked for England in 2008. Her inter- 
national retirement came last year but 
the 3l-year-old brought the final cur- 


tain down by taking one for 15 before re- 
ceiving a heartfelt send-off from team- 
mates and the crowd in a lap of honour. 

The first two editions of the tourna- 
ment were won by Oval Invincibles but 
Brave, based in Southampton, have 
dominated this year, winning seven of 
their eight group matches, and they 
continued that form in the final. 

The England opener Dannii Wyatt 
was instrumental in getting them to a 
competitive score of 139 for six on a 
slow pitch, the highest total in the three 
women’ finals. She is the leading scorer 
in this year’s tournament, too, and her 
59 off 38 balls helped Brave to recover 
after losing the early wickets of Smriti 
Mandhana and Maia Bouchier, the first 
of Kate Cross's three wickets. 

Wyatt combined with Georgia 
Adams to put on 87 in 63 balls before a 
sharp piece of work by Cross led to 
Wyatt being run out after an innings 


thatincluded nine fours and a six. Freya 
Kemp kept the momentum going with 
an explosive 31 off 17 balls. 

The Superchargers' chase got offto a 
bad start with Marie Kelly given out 
leg-before off the first ball only to be 
reprieved on review, but Lauren Bell 
bowled her offthe pads with her second 
delivery and struck again six balls later 
to remove Phoebe Litchfield. 

The opener Jemimah Rodrigues 
faced only 14 balls of the first 73, making 
24 before being caught at extra cover. 

Bell and Kalea Moore took three 
wickets each and the winning moment 
came when Bell ran out Grace Balling- 
er. That Superchargers were all out 
early meant Shrubsole missed out on 
bowling the final five balls of her career. 
“It's a whole range of emotions for me 
but relief that we got over the line,” she 
said. “I am proud of the girls.” 
Scorecard, page 45 


Warren wants Usyk-Dubois bout called no-contest after ‘low blow’ 


Boxing 
Declan Warrington Wroclaw 


Frank Warren, the promoter of Daniel 
Dubois, has called for his defeat by 
Oleksandr Usyk to be reclassified as a 
no-contest after the Ukrainian defend- 
ed his IBF, WBA and WBO heavy- 
weight titles — but only after he picked 
himself up from what the referee ruled 
to be a low blow. 

The punch that Dubois, 25, landed on 
Usyk’s beltline in the fifth round — 
which dropped the champion so 
heavily that he appeared unlikely to 
recover — was just low enough that the 
referee, Luis Pabon, was correct not to 
call it a knockdown and therefore give 
Usyk time to recover. Yet it was a close- 
enough call that Usyk, 36, had cause to 
feel fortunate. He went on to maintain 


his unbeaten record with a stoppage of 
the Englishman in the ninth round. 

"Danielis very upset,” Warren, who is 
also the co-promoter of the WBC 
champion Tyson Fury, said. “He won't 
even come here [after the fight]. He’s so 
disappointed and I feel that for him. 

“We will be lobbying the WBA 
[Dubois was the WBA’s mandatory 
challenger] to declare this a no-contest. 
The knockdown, which the judge said 
was below the belt — you can look back 
and see where the punch landed: the 
waistband of his shorts. 

“This is about sport. It’s about two 
superb fighters in a ring. It should have 
been a legitimate outcome and it wasn't. 
It should be a no-contest or, at worst, a 
rematch ordered. 

“It's like you have to win a fight twice 
and that’s not right. You win it once” 


Dubois’s trainer, Don Charles, was 
equally furious. That Usyk required so 
long to convincingly recover from the 
right hand landed by Dubois demon- 
strated the logic in Charles, in his first 
fight as the challengers trainer, and 
James Ali Bashir 
drilling Dubois as 
they had — and 
yet the referee's 
intervention also 
highlighted the 
extent to which 
they had risked 
being naive. 

"Ive usually got 
a lot to say but l'm 


Dubois, left, 
lands a punch on 
Usyk's waistband 


speechless,” Charles said. “My boy, 
Daniel Dubois, has left the building. 
Hes distraught. 

“Hes a young man aspiring to do 
great things in life, in boxing. When we 
have technology, this shouldn't be 
allowed to 
happen. Thats 
called faking it 
and the referee 
fell for it.” 

Charles is like- 
ly to go to his 
grave arguing 
that his fighter 
was unjustly de- 

nied victory, but 

if the perceived 
vulnerability be- 
trayed by Usyk 
finally leads to 


terms being made for the undisputed 
title fight with Fury, Warren is likely to 
besignificantly less invested in what he 
saw. 

He would have recognised the chasm 
in experience and technical ability that 
meant Usyk won almost every minute 
of every other round. If Dubois was the 
significant underdog, his reputation — 
and his profile, unquestionably — may 
even have been enhanced in defeat. 

“If he wants it, I want it,” Usyk said 
when asked about the sought-after 
fight with Fury, before returning to the 
subject of Dubois with his tongue firm- 
ly in his cheek. “But let him not hit me 
below the belt. Boxing is sport. It’s not a 
street fight. I’m ready to fight [Dubois] 
tomorrow. In a rematch. 

“In the street fight. Not boxing gloves 
but a street fight. Only fists.” 
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Dutch Grand Prix Sport 


Verstappen equals Vettel win record 


Zandvoort 


The weather did its best to spice things 
up but even as the waters washed over 
the Zandvoort track, the good ship Max 
Verstappen sailed on. Success in his 
home grand prix gave the Dutchman 
his llth win of the season and his ninth 
on the trot, an achievement that 
equalled Sebastian Vettel’s record for 
consecutive victories. There are few 
around Formula One at the moment 
who would bet against Verstappen 
passing that mark at Monza next 
weekend. 

In front of his adoring, orange-clad 
fans, Verstappen had to come from 
behind after an unexpected shower 
caused a flurry of early tyre changes 
that jumbled the Dutch Grand Prix 
starting grid. But while other teams, 
Ferrari and Mercedes in particular, 
made calamitous strategy errors, Red 
Bull went about their business with 
customary excellence. For most of the 
race Verstappen and his team-mate 
Sergio Pérez controlled proceedings 
from the front, and although Pérez fell 
away at the end — dropping to fourth 
after a spin and a five-second penalty 
for pitlane speeding — there was only 
ever going to be one winner. 

Aston Martins Fernando Alonso, 
who came in second, did consider a late 
pass on Verstappen after a rolling 
restart six laps from the end, but the 
veteran Spaniard considered discretion 
the better part of valour. He joked that 
he might struggle to get out of Zand- 
voort alive if he upset the Dutch fans’ 
party, but in reality he would have been 
unlikely to hold the lead for any dis- 
tance even if he had got past. 

The restart had been required after 
the track was hit by a deluge with 
around ten laps remaining. For all the 
commotion it caused, the earlier rain 
had been little more than a shower, but 
this was something of more biblical 
proportions. As the rain hammered 
down from the slate-grey sky, cars 
began skidding and spinning all over 
the track. Critically, when Zhou 
Guanyu reached the end of the start/ 
finish straight his Alfa Romeo showed 
no interest in turning and simply aqua- 
planed off the road, shot across the 
gravel and buried itself in a safety 
barrier. 

The incident, and the need to recon- 
struct the barrier, meant the race was 
red-flagged, although it could well have 
been halted on 
anyway. Fortunately, Zhou emerged 
unscathed. After a 45-minute delay 


the race resumed behind the safety fA 


car. Alonso thought 
about the 
quickly aban- 
doned the 
idea, and 
Verstap- 
pen 
cruised on to 
take the che- 
quered flag. 
Alonso finished 
3.7sec back, with 
Alpines Pierre 
Gasly taking 
third, seven 
seconds shy of 
Verstappen's 
winning time. 
Vettel’s nine 


Verstappen’s nine straight 
grand prix wins equals 
the run by Vettel in 2013 


safety grounds , 


pass, Y 


obil 1! 


Zhou aquaplanes into barriers after his Alfa Romeo failed to turn at the end of the start/finish straight and, while the driver was unhurt, inset, it led to along delay 


wins win in arow — in 2013 — were also 
claimed in a Red Bull. Reflecting on 
Verstappen matching the feat, the team 
principal Christian Horner said: “To 
achieve nine victories with Sebastian 
was very special and I never thought we 
would repeat it, so to be sitting here 
with Max having replicated what 
Sebastian did ten years ago is very 
special for him, and very special for the 
whole team. 

"The most impressive 

thing for me this week- 
end is all the pressure 
that Max is under and 


the expectation of 


LE 100,000 Dutch fans. A lot 


m 


SY [of people] would have 
cracked under that pres- 
sure and he kept his com- 
posure and delivered, 
as he has done so 
many times. 
“Max is in a 
period of his 
career where 
he is just sim- 
ply untoucha- 
ble and I 
dont think 
there is any 
driver on 
the grid 
that would 
be able to 
achieve what 
he is doing in that car. 
What we are witness- 
ing is a driver that is 


LN 3 


BYBIT. 


ACLE D 


How they finished 
M Verstappen (Neth) Overall standings 
Red Bull 2hr 24min 04.411s Driver Team Points 
F Alonso (Sp) E] Verstappen = RedBull 339 
Aston Martin +3.744 B Pérez Red Bull 201 


Ge P Gasly (Fr) 
Alpine *7.058 
n S Pérez (Mex) Red Bull *10.068 
5 | C Sainz (Sp) Ferrari +12.541 
a L Hamilton (GB) Mercedes +13.20 
L Norris (GB) McLaren +13.232 
[8| A Albon (Thai) Williams *15155 
Ba O Piastri (Aus) McLaren +16.580 
E E ocon (Fr) Alpine 418.346 
E] L Stroll (Can) Aston Martin — «20087 
A N Hülkenberg (Ger) Haas +20.840 
L Lawson (NZ) AlphaTauri +26.147 
14] V Bottas (Fin) Alfa Romeo +27.388 
115 | Y Tsunoda (Jpn) AlphaTauri  +29.893 
K Magnussen (Den) Haas *31.410 
G Russell (GB) Mercedes +55.754 
n Zhou Guanyu (China) A Romeo DNF 
[E] L sargeant (US) Williams DNF 
E C Leclerc (Mon) Ferrari DNF 


generational. He has been in incredible 
form for the past three years” 

On a technical level, Mercedes had 
grounds for satisfaction. Lewis Hamil- 
ton, who finished sixth, suggested that 
he had the pace to match Verstappen's 
Red Bull, but although he carved his 


Aston Martin 168 
Mercedes 156 


E Alonso 
[4| Hamilton 


5 | Sainz Ferrari 102 
n Leclerc Ferrari 99 
Russell Mercedes 99 
B Norris McLaren 75 
El Stroll Aston Martin 47 
H casy Alpine 37 
Fastest lap F Alonso 1:13.837 
Constructors Points 
EJ Red Bull 540 
B Mercedes 255 
Aston Martin 215 
n Ferrari 201 
McLaren 111 
a Alpine 73 
Williams 15 
| 8 | Haas T 
E Alfa Romeo 9 
110 | AlphaTauri 3 


way through the field impressively 
enough he was coming from too far 
back. That was hardly the case for 
George Russell, Hamilton’s team-mate, 
who lined up third on the grid. Mer- 
cedes delayed switching to intermedi- 
ate tyres at the start, and the two drivers 
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were gobbled up by rivals and had effec- 
tively gone backwards by the time they 
made the overdue changes. “The race 
was over before it really got started,” 
complained Russell, who was classified 
17th after picking up a puncture in a 
scrape with Lando Norris. “The infor- 
mation we got about the weather was 
totally wrong. We thought the rain 
would last a couple of minutes but it 
clearly lasted for longer. 

“As a team we need to review because 
we are getting the information coming 
into us and it was misjudging the wea- 
ther. Itis not anything to do with racing 
or engineering. It was just a weather 
misinterpretation and that ruined our 
afternoon. We need to look into that, to 
see why the others decided to pit and 
what information they had that we 
didn’t, and make sure we don’t make the 
same mistake again. It was a real shame 
it happened this way. I could have been 
on the podium. But you live and learn.” 

Liam Lawson, the 21-year-old New 
Zealander who made his Fl debut depu- 
tising for the injured AlphaTauri driver 
Daniel Ricciardo, had a hugely satisfy- 
ing first race, completing the distance 
and finishing 13th, although he picked 
up a ten-second penalty for impeding 
Kevin Magnussen in the pitlane. 

By stark contrast, the American 
rookie Logan Sargeant — whose Willi- 
ams team-mate Alex Albon put in 
another impressive performance to 
finish eighth — had yet another disap- 
pointing outing, crashing out in the 
early stages of the race. 
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Sport Book extracts 


Clive had crazy ideas but he trusted us 
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In final extracts from 
their book on the 2003 
World Cup, Owen Slot 
and Lawrence Dallaglio 
recall Woodward's 
quirky leadership style 


6 live would come up with 
a million ideas,” says 
Lawrence Dallaglio. 
“With these ideas, you'd 
sometimes go: ‘Really?’ 
Sometimes you just couldn't fathom 
them. Some of them you'd consider 
and two or three really had legs.” 

What was the craziest? “He had 
one where you'd put a pillowcase on a 
player's head, then whip it off and 
they had to react immediately to the 
game situation in front of them. I can 
promise you, that was one that 
definitely didn’t happen.” 

To the same question, Martin 
Johnson has a different answer: “The 
Israeli fighter pilot computer game. 
We went down to north London and 
he was: Tve got this software that the 
Israelis use to determine whos got it 
to be a fighter pilot’. It was basically a 
computer program game. It could 
probably weed out people who had no 
coordination. So of course, all our 
young lads who'd grown up in the 
gaming world were fantastic. The 
coaches who'd never grown up with 
the joysticks were just horrendous. So 
that didnt last long.” 

The relationship between 
Woodward and the team leaders is 
fascinating and it was clearly crucial. 
As the seasons progressed, they 
learned increasingly how to manage 
each other. "It was never dull with 
Clive," Johnson says. "There was 
always stuff going on.” 

The team book that was given to all 
the players was an example of 
Woodward's energy and zeal. 

Johnson: “We got this big Filofax 
full of all these rules. Honestly, it was 
a telephone directory of everything; 
there was loads of stuff. They were 
beautiful; I've still got mine at home, 
in the box, unread. 

“I remember the meeting when he 
gave them to us. He says: ‘I’ve done 
all this, now you guys have got to take 
them away and read through them. 
Youre sitting there trying not to bite 
your hand. He says: ‘We'll sign off on 
it tomorrow’. And that was a big old 
document, right? 

“But no one had to read it because 
the guys had already learned what 
was important. We'd created an 
environment where, if you'd got 


anything about you as a player, you'd 
go: "These guys are winners. If I want 
to be here, I’ve got to be right on top 
of my game in every sense’. So, the 
next day, when we had to sign it off, I 
knew no one had read the book. The 
important thing was everyone was 
doing what they needed to do, on and 
off the field. And that might sound 
regimented and rigid but actually it 
was the opposite because when you 
can trust everyone, that they'll do the 
important things, then you can relax.” 
One point the squad had drilled 
into them was their timekeeping. It 
was known as "Lombardi time" — 
named after the famous American 
football coach Vince Lombardi and 
his quote: “If you are five minutes 
early, you are already ten minutes 
late.” Julian White recalls vividly 
arriving on his motorbike for the 
meeting on the first day of a camp 
and failing to make Lombardi time. 
“You are hoping you might see 


someone else who is late also legging 
it in with their team book under their 
arm. But nothing. Then, as you walk 
down the hall, you hear Clive's voice. I 
was still in my bloody motorbike 
leathers. I walked in and Ronnie 
[Mark Regan] said: ‘Who ordered a 
pizza?’” 

Part of the challenge for 
Woodward, clearly, was having to 
manage a very strong-minded group 
of players. Johnson: “After a while, he 
realised that he had to trust us, that 
we weren't there to be told what to do 
and, ultimately, on the back of all 
that, I think we came out stronger as 
a group. 

“I can remember sitting there after 
we'd beaten South Africa in the last of 
the November games in 2002 and 
Woody’s going: ‘Have a great break 
over Christmas now and then we'll 
get ready for the Six Nations. And I’m 
thinking: ‘I know you're going skiing. 
That’s fine, but don't rub it in. 'm 


The England players were not convinced by some of Woodward's more unconventional methods at first but his democratic approach soon became a big strength 


having a beer with the lads tonight, 
get home tomorrow and I'll be lifting 
weights back at Leicester on Monday. 
And then playing: bang bang bang’. 

“By the Six Nations, we've fully 
played eight or nine more games 
including European fixtures and 
midweek over Christmas. So you then 
come back into camp in January. I 
can see it now — we'd all go into that 
room and Woody would give the big 
address: ‘Right. All the coaches have 
had a lot of thinking time’. All that 
blue sky thinking. “We're doing this, 
we're gonna do that’. I'll be looking at 
you, Lawrence, at Jason [Leonard], 
Vicks [Phil Vickery], Backy [Neil 
Back]. Oh for f*** sake. Then, it's: 
‘Clive, can we have a senior players’ 
meeting?’” 

“So, we'd get the senior players 
meeting with him and say: ‘Clive, we 
don't need to do this bit or that bit. 
We just need to maximise our time. 
Can we do only what we need to do 


| 


to get ready for this game?' Because 
you haven't got the energy at this 
point in the season to go out and do 
massive three-hour training sessions. 

"The thing is: by that point, he's 
very receptive to us. He loved 
feedback. Clive could do a 180. He'd 
then say: Tve spoken to the senior 
players; they don't want to do that. 
Brilliant, love the feedback. So we're 
going to do this instead’. He had that 
trust in us.” 

It was clearly a strength of 
Woodward’ that he wasn't interested 
in being an autocratic leader. This is 
scrum half Matt Dawson: “Clive used 
to love a little motivational note, 
didn’t he? I was clearing out the 
house the other day and I found a 
couple of little cards from him. One 
of them said: ‘I really appreciate the 
fact that you tell me exactly how it is. 
Dont stop telling me how it is’. The 
irony was the next game I told him 
how it was and he dropped me.” 


My biggest mistake? Telling Leonard Id drink him under the table 


ngland arrived in Perth two 

weeks before their first 

game, against Georgia. They 

were also given “jet lag 

protocols” which meant no 
big training sessions for four or five 
days. 

"I'm sitting there in the hotel 
room,” recalls Lawrence Dallaglio. 
“It's midnight and you're wide awake, 
thinking: this jet lag protocol needs a 
little bit of readjusting — ten pints is 
surely the best jet lag protocol; that’s 
how to get yourself to sleep when 
you're wide awake. 

“Then a text goes, and it’s from 
Jason [Leonard]: ‘Beer. Reception, 
downstairs, five minutes, Jase’. ‘OK, 
see you in reception’. 

“You had to stay ahead of the 


game,” he says. “So, I had a little word 
with the concierge and said, ‘Listen, 
you might just want to disable the 
CCTV for the next five hours as Mr 
Woodward might ask for footage.” 

As Matt Dawson recalls it: “Jason 
and Loll [Dallaglio] were like: if we're 
going to feel hungover, why don’t we 
just be hungover?’ Dawson was part 
of this group which, at different times, 
also included Phil Vickery, Trevor 
Woodman, Mike Catt, Iain Balshaw 
and Mike Tindall. 

“Balshaw says that ‘my biggest 
mistake of that entire World Cup was 
when I said to Leonard: ‘Jase, I will 
drink you under the f*****g table’. 
Well, youthful exuberance and all 
that. It did not end well for me. We'd 
all been given these Kodak cameras 


and Tinds [Mike Tindall] had a 
picture of me where Jason’s holding 
me up by the bar, literally 

just unconscious, and 

he’s just pouring shots 

down my face.” 

On the sixth day, 
proper squad 
training started. 
Lawrence: “It’s 
the full thing. 
Breakfast A 
meeting, red 
socks, blue shorts, 
red tops, the 
whole lot. This is it 


Leonard found his own 
particular way to deal 
with jet lag in Australia 


starts. And we look around the room 
and there’s about ten minutes 
before the meeting starts 
and no sign of Leonard 
whatsoever. 
“We had a buddy 
system, so you 
always checked 
your buddy’s 
there — I was 
with Neil Back. 
Phil Vickery was 
Jason's buddy. I 
said, ‘Vicks, where’s 
your mate?’ He goes, 
“What, what? I said, 
"You'd better go and find 
him because the meeting 
starts in ten minutes’. 


| now. This is where the World Cup 


“He goes to Jason’s room and he’s 
face-planted, still fully clothed. This is 
the most experienced player that 
we've got on the trip. Anyway, we 
managed to get him dressed and into 
the team meeting and I’m thinking: 
"Clive, please just don't ask him 
anything. Just don't. If you ask him 
anything, he’s got no chance.” 


The Boys of 
Winter by HE BOYS 
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Wales beware [3 


- this Fiji are 
more than 
fun outsiders 


Show-stopping display 
against England should 
serve as a warning to 
Gatland's men, writes 
Elgan Alderman 


A Welsh rugby supporter who enjoys 
seeing England lose will have chuckled 
heartily on Saturday. The laugh will 
have quickly turned into a gulp, 
because Fiji are coming for Wales next. 

This first ever win over the English 
not Fiji's greatest performance, but it 
was up there with their greatest results. 
They have beaten France, Italy and 
Scotland, and most famously Wales in 
the 2007 World Cup. That thrilling 
match in Nantes 16 years ago contends 
with the 2016 Olympic sevens final, 
when Fiji celestially wiped the floor 
with Great Britain. 

Fiji's population is just under one mil- 
lion, smaller than Birmingham’s. They 
are blessed with phenomenal talent, yet 
the international deck is stacked 
against them. Normally Fiji are thrown 
together at short notice for sporadic 
matches against northern hemisphere 
sides. World Cup preparation allows for 
equity of build-up, and when two teams 
making mistakes met in torrential rain 
on Saturday, Fiji’s skill, speed and power 
made the difference. 

“A lot of times we struggle because 
we come in a week before,” Simon Rai- 
walui, who took over as Fiji head coach 
six months ago, said. “Put an even play- 
ing field this time — we've been to- 
gether, what is it now, seven, eight 
weeks? — and you see the benefits 
when you get to prepare at the same 
sort of levels.” 

For Fiji, the foundation for their 
World Cup has been reconnecting with 
their roots. The squad went to Taveuni 
island and slept en masse in a commu- 
nity hall, then trained on the famous Si- 
gatoka sand dunes. Couple that prepa- 
ration with the establishment of the Fi- 


Victory at last 


Fiji beat England for the first time in 
the eighth official men's Test 
between the sides 


Date Score Stadium 

1988 

England | 25-12 | Fiji Suva 

1989 

England BEA Fiji Twickenham 

1991 

England | 28-12 | Fiji Suva 

1999 

England EEPZJ Fiji Twickenham 

2012 

England BA Fiji Twickenham 

2015 

England | 35-11 | Fiji Twickenham 

2016 

England [EERE Fiji Twickenham 
[E NE, 

Fiji (30-22) England Twickenham 


jian Drua side in Super Rugby last year, 
meaning more than half of the 33-man 
World Cup squad come from one team, 
and Fiji’s cohesion has risen markedly. 

Fiji reached the quarter-finals in 1987 
and 2007 and are no longer outsiders to 
do so again. They are projected to rise to 
No7 in the world rankings, above En- 
gland and their pool C rivals Australia 
(No9) and Wales (No 10). 

The Wales coaching staff were at 
Twickenham and would have seen both 
strength and weakness. At times Fiji’s 
lineout was shambolic, finding more 
success throwing over the top to mid- 
fieldrunners Semi Radradra and Albert 
Tuisue. They failed to catch a key re- 
start, and England earned a yellow card 
for Eroni Mawi through a driving maul. 

At scrums Fiji were solid, while Caleb 
Muntz was flawless off the tee, landing 
two long-range penalty goals among 
his 15-point haul. There was a clear at- 
tacking framework, with three for- 
wards running as a pod at first receiver 


Ireland’s Healy ruled out 
of World Cup with injury 


Peter O'Reilly 


Ireland’s hopes of World Cup glory 
have received a serious blow with the 
news that their veteran prop, Cian 
Healy, will miss the tournament 
because of a calf injury he suffered in 
the 17-13 win over Samoa on Saturday. 

Apart from the experience garnered 
in more than a century of caps, Healy 
offered the versatility of being able to 
play in all three front-row positions. He 
has been replaced by Munster's Jeremy 
Loughman in Ireland’s 33-man squad. 

The Ireland captain Johnny Sexton 
admitted that he was “gutted” for 
Healy, 35, who like Sexton, 38, had been 


looking forward to appearing at a 
fourth World Cup. 

Sexton said he has been frustrated to 
miss Ireland’s warm-up programme, 
because of a three-game misconduct 
ban for verbally abusing match officials. 
“I made a mistake and I had to put up 
with that for seven weeks,” he said. 


Ireland squad: Forwards Ryan Baird, Finlay Beal- 
ham, Tadhg Beirne, Jack Conan, Caelan Doris, Tadhg 
Furlong, lain Henderson, Rob Herring, Ronan Kelle- 
her, Dave Kilcoyne, Jeremy Loughman, Joe 
McCarthy, Peter O'Mahony, Tom O'Toole, Andrew 
Porter, James Ryan, Dan Sheehan, Josh van der Flier. 
Backs Bundee Aki, Ross Byrne, Craig Casey, Jack 
Crowley, Keith Earls, Jamison Gibson-Park, Mack 
Hansen, Robbie Henshaw, Hugo Keenan, James 
Lowe, Stuart McCloskey, Conor Murray, Jimmy O'Bri- 
en, Garry Ringrose, Johnny Sexton (Leinster, capt). 
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andabackrunning as an option behind, 
which gave them shape without creat- 
ing opportunities. It was off-the- 

cuff play outside 
Muntz that won 
the day: Selesti- 
no Ravutauma- 
da is not Fiji's 
first-choice wing 
— Josua Tuisova 
and Jiuta Wain- 
iqolo were absent 
— but he was 
man ofthe match. 
If Wales fail to 
populate their de- 
fence around 
rucks, Fiji will cap- 
italise. Waisea 
Nayacalevu's 


Simione Kuruvoli 
celebrates his try, 
Fiji's third of the 
game, in style 


Muniz, the Fiji No10, is embraced by his team-mates after kicking the ball out of play to seal a famous win at Twickenham 


first-half score was chalked off, but the 
chance came when Ravutaumada took 
the ball at first re- 
ceiver in the middle 
of the pitch. Ellis 
Genges futile deci- 
sion to hit the ruck 
left no one guard- 
ing the side of the 
breakdown, allow- 
ing Ravutaumada 
to step inside Ollie 
Chessum. The 
second (awarded) 
try came when 
Ben Earl dozed off 
and Vinaya Ha- 
bosi went clear. 
Fiji could be 
even stronger in 
their opener 
against Wales on 
September 10. 
Lekima Tagita- 
givalu was indus- 


PHIL MINGO/PPAUK/SHUTTERSTOCK 


trious at No7, and Viliame Mata bellig- 
erent at No8, but Levani Botia will 
return in the back row. If only they had 
Peceli Yato available they could field 
the tournaments most exciting back 
row, but he withdrew from the squad 
and is playing for Clermont Auvergne. 
Raiwalui is not the type to make 
grand claims about inevitable success. 
Steve Borthwick’s demeanour at press 
conferences is such that he seems reti- 
cent to admit his own name, yet the En- 
gland head coach raised the prospect of 
these teams meeting in the knockout 
stage in France. To get that far, England 
will have to contend with Samoa. Seila- 
la Mapusua, the head coach, said Fiji’s 
victory had inspired his side in their 17- 
13 defeat by Ireland in Bayonne. Samoa 
finished like a train with ball in hand 
and had a lineout five metres out in the 
final minutes, only to lose possession. 
The World Cup was already tipped to 
be unpredictable. A threatening Fiji 
and Samoa would enrich it immensely. 


Merciless France add to Jones's pain 


France 


Eddie Jones said Australia are not a bad 
team but not yet a good one after they 
lost to France in Paris yesterday, their 
fifth successive defeat this year. 

Joness side had opportunities in the 
opening hour but were unable to turn 
them into tries or penalties, until they 
found late joy with an attacking kicking 
game. “The final score is important, 
don't get me wrong, but we're aiming 
higher than this game,” Jones said. 

A full-strength France accumulated 


Australia 


Elgan Alderman 


through the boot of Thomas Ramos 
and extended their lead with enterpris- 
ing, kick-orientated attacks of their 
own in the second half. They await a 
home World Cup full of belief. 

Carter Gordon, the 22-year-old Aus- 
tralia fly half, missed all three of his kick 
attempts in the first half. A comfortable 
runner-up for possession and territory 
in the first half, France were content to 
take three points when given the 
chance and Ramos was able to satisfy 
that desire with 11 points before the 
interval. It was the difference at half- 
time, both sides having scored a try. 

France sent Jonathan Danty straight 
at Gordon at the start of a phase that 
brought them field position in Austra- 
lia’s 22, leading to a lineout move from 
which Danty did it again, crashing over 


for the first try. The response was swift. 
After maul pressure, Australia shipped 
wide for Mark Nawaqanitawase to 
sprint in at the corner. 

France were not profligate and devel- 
oped their sense of adventure. Follow- 
ing direct interplay between Matthieu 
Jalibert and Gaél Fickou, Antoine 
Dupont chipped to Damian Penaud for 
a second try. Dupont then departed, 
avoiding injury before the tournament 
he is set to bestride. 

Jaliberts dink found Gabin Villiére 
out wide for a third try, and Penaud 
scored his second with a run, chip and 
chase down the right flank from half- 
way. Suliasi Vunivalu and Fraser 
McReight scored tries for Australia 
from probing up-and-unders in the 
France 22. 
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O many positives? Pull 


` 


Alex Lowe 

Chief Rugby 

Correspondent 
England 
Fiji 


Someone at Twickenham needed to 
remove the microphone from the 
person on the public address system. As 
the Fiji players dropped to a knee in 
prayer after a first win against England, 
as the enclave of Fiji supporters in the 
northeast corner of the stadium sang 
and danced in celebration of a historic 
achievement, the astonishing fatuous- 
ness that came screeching from the 
stadium speakers was borderline 
offensive. “It didn’t go our way today,” 
the RFU match-day presenter said, 
“but there were so many positives.” 

The English rugby public were being 
treated like fools, which is no real sur- 
prise because it has been that way for 
years. Remember the claims of “great 
progress” made by England after the 
2021 Six Nations, in which they had 
finished fifth with a record of two wins 
from five? What happened next? 
Exactly the same set of results in 2022 
and 2023. 

Anyone who questioned the direc- 
tion of travel was dismissed as a 
troublemaker, as a non-believer, and 
told that the World Cup was all that 
mattered. Well, England depart for 
France on Thursday at an all-time low, 
with nothing but acrimony and chaos 
to show for their rugby since scraping 
the 2020 Six Nations title. 

So many positives. Over four years of 
steady decline, England have fallen 
from Nol in the world to rock bottom 
after this first defeat by Fiji; if indeed 
this is rock bottom. Never before had 
England lost to a team from outside the 
old Five Nations or modern-day Rugby 
Championship. 

So many positives. England's record 
in the past 12 months is: played 13, won 
four, drawn one, lost eight. Tries for: 28; 
tries against: 38. 

So many positives. England are down 
to eighth in the world, their joint-worst 
position. 

So many positives. England’s godfor- 
saken warm-up campaign ended with 
Jack van Poortvliet and Anthony 
Watson suffering tournament-ending 
injuries, not to mention Owen Farrell 
and Billy Vunipola being banned for the 
start of the World Cup. 

So many positives. The apathy 
around the England team meant that 
the top deck of Twickenham was 
closed for this big send-off occasion. (, 

So many positives. The RFU sent © 
out scheduled emails to fans on 
Saturday night urging them to 
celebrate England's 
"victory" by making use 
ofa discount in the En- 
gland rugby store. 

Those emails land- 
ed within minutes of 
Fiji winning 30-22, 
reinforcing the 
notion that En- 
gland are a laugh- 
ing stock. "Steve 
Borthwick had bad 
news for Jonny 
May and Alex 
Mitchell when he 
finalised his World 
Cup squad yester- 
day. He told both 


Borthwick is 
struggling to find 
any answers 


players they had been picked". That 
kind of thing. 

There was a tide of goodwill behind 
Borthwick when he took charge of a 
struggling England team before the Six 
Nations but that is eroding after six 
defeats from nine Tests, including a 
record thumping at home by France 
and Saturdays loss to Fiji, and so few 
signs of progress. 

George Ford, the fly half, admitted 
after the game that training standards 
have not been good enough (despite 
weeks of everyone being told England 
looked like world champions in their 
behind-closed-doors sessions) The 
indications are that the players do not 
fully buy into the plan. The public 
certainly do not. 

England’s approval rating has rarely 
been lower. The joy has slowly been 
sapped from the national team over the 
past four years. In an era where Bazball 
represents high-octane,  front-foot 
cricket, Boreball does what it says on 
the tin. A collection of talented individ- 
uals are proving substantially less than 
the sum of their parts. 

Nine games into his tenure and 
Borthwick was having to defend his 
record and the contribution of his 
coaches, a group of men with gilded 
reputations for their playing achieve- 
ments in league and union but with 
precious little experience. 

England’s attack has been clunky and 
inaccurate for years, a trend that has 
continued this month under Richard 
Wigglesworth, their defence a whole 
lot worse. Kevin Sinfield is a fund- 
raising hero but that does not excuse 
him from scrutiny given how easily 
England are being carved open. They 
fell off 27 tackles against Fiji and have 
now conceded 30 tries in nine games. 

"Pm very confident with all the 
people involved in the team — the 
players, the coaches and the manage- 
ment,” Borthwick, the head coach, said. 
“What I sense is that this is a group that 
is coming even tighter together. Every- 
body in that changing room is totally 
invested in English rugby doing well. 
We are all really disappointed by that. 

“We have got to ensure we don't slip 
off 27 tackles. That’s not what we 
require in the Test team — you can't 
make that number of errors and missed 
tackles to win a Test match. Now our 
focus is on ensuring we are much better 
than that against Argentina in two 
weeks’ time.” 

Defence is supposed to reveal a 
team’s character and England were in 
disarray against Fiji, as they have been 
all year. England have the second- 

lowest successful tackle percent- 
age of Tier One nations this 


se year (839per cent) and they 


', concede the highest number of 
$ points of any team when in 
their own 22 (3.1), with an aver- 
age of more than three tries a 
game. So many positives. 

No wonder England 
seemed petrified of Fijis 
fluidity and power in 
attack. After May had end- 
ed a drought of more than 
six hours since an England 
back had scored atry, Fiji ac- 
celerated into a 20-8 lead. 
Waisea Nayacalevu scored 
after Selestino Ravutauma- 
da had confounded May 
with a stutter step. Too easy. 

Ben Earl then failed to 
police the edge of a break- 
down and Vinaya Habosi 
took advantage. Far too 
easy. Fijis players ate up 
metres after contact and 
kept the ball alive, which led 
to Simione Kuruvoli scoring 
their third after Danny Care 


Worse under Borthwick? 


First nine Tests under Borthwick 
(chronological) 

England 23 Scotland 29 

England 31 Italy 14 

Wales 10 England 20 

England 10 France 53 

Ireland 29 England 16 

Wales 20 England 9 

England 19 Wales 17 

Ireland 29 England 10 

England 22 Fiji 30 

Won... 
Lost... 
Points difference.. 


Last nine Tests under Eddie Jones 
(reverse-chronological) 

England 13 South Africa 27 
England 25 New Zealand 25 
England 52 Japan 13 

England 29 Argentina 30 


Australia 17 England 21 
Australia 17 England 25 


lz Fr, 


Australia 30 England 28 
France 25 England 13 
England 15 Ireland 32 
Won... 
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had dropped the kick-off. Just imagine 
how bad it could have been for England 
if Fiji had boasted a functioning lineout 
and a full-strength side. Levani Botia, 
the flanker, and Josua Tuisova, the ver- 
satile back, were absent and both would 
walk into England's team. 

The islanders halted England's mauls 
and did not crumble when the hosts 
threatened a comeback with second- 
half tries from Marcus Smith and Joe 
Marchant. Australia and Wales, Fiji's 
pool rivals, have been warned. 

At the start of this World Cup camp, 
it was a given that England would 
progress from a pool that includes 
Argentina, Japan, Chile and Samoa. 
They still should and even a semi-final 
placeis in their reach. But after losing at 
hometo Fiji, who can be sure? Argenti- 
na beat England in November. The Sa- 
moa game looks treacherous since they 
pushed Ireland to the limit on Saturday. 

Bill Sweeney, the RFU chief execu- 
tive, has overseen England's decline but 
refuses to stick his head above the para- 
pet. Sweeney's protectors believe it 
would be unfair for him to take ques- 
tions on England’s performance, even 
though he is ultimately responsible 
given Borthwick reports to him. 

The discord between Twickenham's 


nad eS 2 
Habosi takes advantage of slack England defending to 


Feel : 


executive team and the RFU council, 
which represents the grassroots of the 
game, will only grow with that kind of 
leadership. There is a feeling in some 
areas of the council that the reporting 
structure for the England head coach 
needs to change. A return to the 2003 
system has been mooted, when Sir 
Clive Woodward was accountable to a 
panel of experts called Club England. A 
governance review is imminent. 

More than ever, the RFU needs this 
tournament to make a positive imprint 
on the wider sporting consciousness. 
Participation is down. Grassroots clubs 
are desperate to have community 
coaches back. Three professional clubs 
have gone bust. And you wonder where 
the revelations that Elton Jantjes and 
Rhys Webb have failed drug tests will 
lead in the game. 

Inevitably, England have begun to 
circle the wagons. Wigglesworth 
dismissed criticism of England's per- 
formances as “white noise”. The RFU 
tried to shield England players last 
week from questions about “previous 
performances and match results”. The 
corporate machine that demands posi- 
tivity is blind to reality. 

“Write us off now, all the best,” Ellis 
Genge, England’s vice-captain, wrote 


on social media on Saturday night. It 
was tone-deaf. England fans would give 
anything for something encouraging to 
hold on to going into the World Cup. 

“I am confident we will use these last 
few weeks as fuelto go forward into this 
tournament, Borthwick said. "The 
sense I felt from the players after this 
game is a determination to put out a 
level of performancethat is representa- 
tive of the talent.” 

To expect England to deliver that in 
France, having not managed it with any 
consistency since 2019, is far-fetched, 
despite what the PA announcer at 
Twickenham will have you believe. 


Scorers: England: Tries J May (9min), M Smith (57), 
J Marchant (68). Cons G Ford (58, 69). Pens Ford (6). 
Fiji: Tries W Nayacalevu (43), V Habosi (52), 

S Kuruvoli (72). Cons C Muntz (44, 54, 74). 

Pens Muntz (18, 56, 62). 

England F Steward (M Smith 53); M Malins, 

O Lawrence (J Marchant 53), M Tuilagi, J May; 

G Ford, A Mitchell (D Care 69); E Genge (J Marler 50), 
T Dan ( Walker 73), D Cole (W Stuart 69), M Itoje, 

O Chessum (D Ribbans 69), C Lawes (c), J Willis 

(L Ludlam 56), B Earl. 

Fiji | Droasese; S Ravutaumada, W Nayacalevu 

(T Tela 74), S Radradra (K Ravouvou 64), V Habosi; 

C Muntz, F Lomani (S Kuruvoli 48); E Mawi 

(J Koroiduadua 62), S Matavesi, L Tagi (S Tawake 69), 
I Nasilasila, T Cirikidaveta, A Tuisue (V Miramira 51), 

L Tagitagivalu (Koroiduadua 40; Tagitagivalu 49; 

T Mayanavanua 62), V Mata (Z Togiatama 77). 
Sin-bin Mawi 38. 


Referee J Peyper (SA). Attendance 56,854. 
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the other one, England 
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Damning statistics: how England have declined since last World Cup 


From bad to worse 
England since the 2019 World Cup 


Tries per game | Tries conceded per game 


2020 (under Jones) 


E: 


2021 (Jones) 


2022 (Jones) 


2023 (Borthwick) 


Steward looks a 


Rising and falling 


England annual win percentage under 
B Eddie Jones and 


Steve Borthwick 


13 


2020 2021 


2022 2023 


‘Fiji win was fantastic’ - Jones rubs it in 


CONTINUED FROM BACK 


build-up to this World Cup has been 
dismal and it culminated in a first-ever 
defeat by Fiji. Ford said the root of the 
problem is sloppiness in training. 

“There's an urgency that we need to 
fix it and get better," the 30-year-old 
said. "We're not brushing that under 
the carpet by any stretch. We'll be hon- 
est and up front about it because it's 
costing us at the moment. 

"The way you do that is to be more 
consistent in training. We're clearly not 
consistent in training, there are prob- 
ably too many errors in training, and 
we're probably playingthe way wetrain 
at the minute, which is not good 
enough obviously. We don't want the 
benefit of the doubt, we know we ha- 
ven't played well enough and know the 
results havent been good enough. 
Steve [Borthwick] is unbelievable at his 
meticulous planning and we'll have a 
brilliant plan for Argentina." 

Ford said that England, who will also 
face Japan, Chile and Samoa in pool D 
in France, will not be shying away from 


Marler not punished 
for tackle on Tuisue 


England were in danger of having a 
third player banned from playing in 
their opening World Cup game 
against Argentina. Prop Joe Marler 
was not punished during the game 
for this tackle on the Fiji forward 
Albert Tuisue but some felt it was 
dangerously high. There were fears 
that the 33-year-old could be cited 
and potentially join Owen Farrell 
and Billy Vunipola on the sidelines. 
However, there was no citing 
yesterday and Marler is free to play. 


"V 


the criticism coming their way. "When 
you lose for England you understand 
what's going to come with it,” he said. 

"We're going to stick together and 
sort ourselves out in terms of making 
our preparation as good as it can be for 
Argentina. It can’t just be one good 
thing followed by a couple of com- 
pounding errors. 

"You're not giving yourself a chance 
at this level. It's about consistency and 
the only way we get that is by the way 
we prepare and train. 

"There are things that are going well 
but we're just not consistent enough. 
It’s like we take one step forward and 
two steps back a little bit. 

"But when it comes to our game plan 
against Argentina and our understand- 
ing of what we need to do to win, we'll 
be crystal clear.” 

Eddie Jones, the former England 
coach, rubbed some salt into the 
wounds by hailing Fiji's triumph. 

“Tt was fantastic,” the Australia head 
coach said. “It adds even more flavour 
to the competition. This could be the 
World Cup that no one will ever forget." 


Smith at 


Stuart Barnes 


Who would you rather see at full back? 
A will o' the wisp genius who can turn 
the merest glimmer of an opportunity 
into an unbelievable try, or an English 
oak who commands the airways? 
Although, sadly on Saturday, any hint 
of command was replaced with a 
performance of chaotic confusion. 

The oak is Freddie Steward. Big and 
strong and — usually — good in the air. 
Steve Borthwick made that point after a 
first defeat by Fiji. It started with an 
inability to win 50-50 balls and ended 
with the full back slipping and sliding; 
dropping the easiest of kicks and slicing 
non-pressurised clearances into touch 
on the full from outside his 22. It was a 
fully fledged nightmare. 

The one Englishman to be named in 
the starting XV in all four autumn inter- 
nationals, the rock on which the head 
coach built his title-winning solidity at 
Leicester Tigers, Steward was seen as a 
central plank in Borthwick’s England. 

But as everything has unravelled in 
front of him, so too the malaise has 
affected this once-so-secure full back. 
Game by game he has made a few, a few 
more, and finally, nothing but an over- 
flowing stream of errors. He trudged off 
a broken man as the giant was replaced 
by the slighter figure of Marcus Smith. 

Throughout the summer, I have con- 
sidered the Harlequins man as the im- 
pact substitute capable of changing the 
gears from fly half. As the World Cup 
looms large — and frightening, from an 
English perspective — it appears he 
could be utilised more from full back. 
On Saturday he scored a try from a 
George Ford chip to get England back 
into contention. The bounce of the ball 
went his way, Fiji made a fumble of the 
kick, but Smith had the speed and pres- 
ence of mind to dash into the perfect 
position from which to capitalise 

He has gota razor-sharp rugby brain. 
Numbed by the conservatism around 
him, on match days, on training fields, 
in team rooms, he has undoubtedly 
struggled to perform anywhere near his 
best in his best position. But against Fiji 
he carried on to the gainline from 
which the quick possession 
enabled Ford to pass Joe 
Marchant over for a late 
try. He fixed defenders 
and created space. 
He was England’ 
most threatening 
player by a mile. 

That Borthwick 
even conceived of 
Smith as a free- 
floating exploiter of ` 
space from full back is 


- — 
Smith crosses the line for 
England's second try in management must open 


the historic loss to Fiji 


broken man - try 


No15 


one of the few encouraging statements 
I have heard from the England camp. 
So let’s take it further and name him as 
the starting full back. England are not 
creating enough. They think like an 
old-fashioned set-piece side in an age 
when flexibility is the weapon of choice. 
And anyway, even iften-man rugby was 
still in vogue England don't have the 
scrum, lineout or close-range carrying 
game to emulate the 2019 Springboks. 

For all the concentration on territor- 
ial kicking, that side weren't afraid to 
field a 5ft 7in genius in the shape of 
Cheslin Kolbe. Kick the ball to him and 
he can kill a side on the counter. On 
Friday against New Zealand , the coun- 
terattacking game of this 2023 Spring- 
bok vintage was revealed as a rapier foil 
to the bludgeon of their pack. 

If the opposition think Smith is a 
weakness, let them kick, but they’ll 
need to kick well because he will guar- 
antee England a chance to generate the 
broken-field momentum that Steward 
cannot. If this is a gamble too far for the 
non-gambling Borthwick, field them 
both in the back three and mix around 
their positions, with the Leicester 
Tigers man predominantly picked to 
handle the box kicks on the wing and 
Smith the visionary at the back. 

While England were succumbing at 
Twickenham, Italy were beating 
England's pool rivals Japan, 42-21 in 
Treviso. Japan struggled to handle 
Ange Capuozzo. He is a maker and 
scorer of tries. A rangy 5ft 10in and a 
mere 71kg, he is very much a will o' the 
wisp. The infield kick to set up one of 
Italy’s tries was sublime. He was wear- 
ing No 14, having played the vast major- 
ity of his short Test career at full back. 

Capuozzo sparked an unforgettable 
Six Nations win against Wales in March 
2022 with a heart-stopping counter- 
attack. He also scored two tries when 
Italy beat Australia last year and France 
had no end of problems handling him in 
this year’s Six Nations. Had he not been 
injured, Italy, creating chance after 
chance, would have beaten Wales in 
Rome. He is the spark that ignites the 
Azzurri. Do not dismiss the possibility 
of a Capuozzo-inspired Italy scaring 
New Zealand in their pool clash. 

His return signals a side eager to be 
creative. I’d pick him every time over 
Steward were he English. August has 
taught England a lesson. They lack the 
forward power to win with no-risk 

rugby. Better to select Smith at 
full back and go down ina 
blaze of glory than 
plod to what has to 
be an eventual 
elimination. 
England can- 
not win the 

World Cup, so 

they are liberat- 

ed to loosen up 
this suffocating 
style that’s chok- 
ing no one else but 
themselves. Damn 
the data, Englands 


their minds. 
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Howe: Trent: 
should have: 
seen red; 106 


Núñez seals comeback win for Liverpool after 
Van Dijk red card — but Newcastle head 
coach bemoans Alexander-Arnold let-off 


av Newcastle 


B Liverpool 


Martin Hardy 


Eddie Howe believes 
Liverpool should have 


had Trent 
Alexander-Arnold 
sent off and been 
reduced to nine 
men before their 
late comeback 

at St James’ 

Park. Referee 
John Brooks 
failed to show a 
second yellow card 


to the Liverpool right 
back in the seventh minute 
after a foul on Anthony Gordon. 
The Newcastle manager said: "I 
| thought it was a clear second 
yellow card but the referee didn't 
agree." Virgil van Dijk was sent off 
in the 28th minute, three minutes 
after Gordon had given the home 
side the lead, but Darwin Núñez 
struck two goals in the last ten 
!4 minutes from the bench. 
4 Full story, The Game, pages 2-3 
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Van Dijk was furious after 


1 Child with blanket nursing cold 
beginning to take cough medicine 
7 


5 Ride around we hear to purchase 
tool for harvest (7) 
9 Bewildered G-man punched by 
knucklehead (9) 
10 Settle in upper chamber (5) 
11 One returning to identify Charlie 
5 


12 Open then shut local room (6,3) 

14 Funny elf, fourteen, who could be 
fair game (5,2,7) 

17 Wonderful time in Brasilia — sun 
out, millions visiting (5,9) 

21 Somewhat slowly, Clark uncovered 
poor sector of the city (9) 

23 Hearts ace banking foreign 
currency — he could be laughing! 

5 


6) 

24 Broadcasting elegant young 
socialite leaving (2,3) 

25 Notable Greek nobleman talked 
regularly (9) 

26 Sudden outbreak of anger as 
Florida salesperson goes round the 
bend (5-2) 

27 Foot-dragging convict and warder 
missing uniform (7) 
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1 The French paper that is socialist 
6 


2 Feed Canton, having grub to go 
around (7) 
3 Alluring woman exhausted, 
wasting year cutting hair (9) 
4 Key player — oops! — hints 
carelessly about a vote (11) 
5 Party turned up to support British 
person (3) 
6 Island initially celebrating AII 
Fools' Day (5) 
7 Deer caught a bone round top of 
upland (7) 
8 Enter the complex network (8) 
13 Expert account about a large old 
Western figure (7,4) 
15 The cigar’s turned to a pile of ash 
long ago (9) 
16 Severe redundancy leaving area 
strapped for cash (5,3) 
18 Northern Irish leaders formula: 
ultimately a peaceful state (7) 
19 Drink finished off by players 
mostly (4,3) 
20 Butt of agenda uncovered (3,3) 
22 Reportedly gather an enormous 
number (5) 
25 Starts to abseil, leaving Patagonian 
peak (3) 


Ohuruogu left 
out for relay 


Matt Lawton 
Chief Sports Correspondent, Budapest 


Great Britain last night equalled their 
best medal haul at a World Athletics 
Championships but claimed bronze in 
the womens 4x400m relay without 
Victoria Ohuruogu, who was omitted 
amid concerns about a continuing 
anti-doping case. 

With another silver medal for Keely 
Hodgkinson in the 800m, and a further 
bronze for the British men’s one-lap 
relay squad, the total of ten medals 
matched the previous record from 
Stuttgart in 1993. 

But before the action began, the 
selectors had to make a difficult deci- 
sion over Ohuruogu, 30, the strongest 
400m runner in the squad. The Times 
understands the opinion of the other 
relay athletes was sought before a final 
decision was made on her potential 
Continued on page 47 


Ford: We're 
training badly 


Alex Lowe Rugby Correspondent 


George Ford revealed that England 
have been training badly and demand- 
ed higher standards after their 30-22 
defeat by Fiji. 

The Sale Sharks fly half called for an 
urgent reaction if England are to stand 
any chance of launching their World 
Cup campaign with a win against 
Argentina on September 9. 

Jonny May and Alex Mitchell will be 
inthesquad when they leavefor France 
on Thursday after being confirmed as 
injury replacements for Anthony 
Watson and Jack van Poortvliet. 
England received a rare piece of posi- 
tive news when the citing officer from 
the Fiji game on Saturday confirmed 
Joe Marler would not face disciplinary 
action for a suspected high tackle. 

Finalists four years ago, England's 
Continued on page 53 


Prize solution 28,686 
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Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390. 


The winners of Prize Crossword No 28,686 are 
L Bass, Stanmore, Greater London 

T Campbell, Perth, Perth and Kinross 

S Fogiel, Aberdeen 

B Street, Waltham Abbey, Essex 

D Wicks, Portsmouth, Hampshire 


Newspapers 
support recycling 


The recycled paper content of 
UK newspapers in 2020 was 67% 


DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION 


Cut to 
the chase 


Read our complete guide to the Rugby World Cup on Saturday September 2 with 
previews of the tournament by our team of experts including Sam Warburton, 
Stuart Barnes, Alex Lowe and Stephen Jones. Our online coverage includes a 
predictor and the chance to pick your England team, plus don't forget to listen 

to our podcast series on how to win the World Cup. 


Visit www.thetimes.co.uk or scan the QR code to subscribe now 
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Know your times 


ARTHUR ASHE STADIUM 


A LATE SUMMER 
NIGHTS RITE 


It’s the final act of the Grand Slam® Tournaments. 
For those who step into the arena, the game ahead 
is unlike any other. In the city that never sleeps, 
the days are longer and the nights electric. Grandeur 
is the norm. The clamour of the crowd dictates its own 
rhythm. At Flushing Meadows, those who chase the 
crown will have to tame the tumult, harness its 
overwhelming energy and tap into unsuspected 
resources. The kind of resources that keep the 
crowds, like the nights, electric. Year after year. 
Season after season. Welcome to the US Open. 
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ROLEX 


At last, something Ñ 
I can get my 
claws into 


Ive still 
got the edge 


How sharp is your memory? 


It’s the big bank holiday quiz B 
By Olav Bjortomt. 
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The furs flying. It's our 
big bank holiday quiz! 


From wildfires to the World Cup, the long, often extremely hot summer has 


been very eventful. Olav Bjortomt tests how much of it you can remember 


Under starter’s orders 

1 Which item carried by Penny 
Mordaunt at the King’s coronation 
became an unexpected star attraction 
for Tower of London visitors? 


2 It was revealed that which cabinet 
minister had asked civil servants to 
arrange a private one-to-one driving 
awareness course, after she was caught 
driving over the speed limit? 


3 Eight new stamps from the Royal 
Mail marked 40 years of which 
fantasy book series? 


4 Which Scandinavian city features 
in the name of the UK's first 
migrant barge? 


5 Which TV show inspired the name 
of Shelby Companies, the new US- 
based owners of Birmingham City FC? 


Where were we again? 

6 People in the areas of Santa, 
Megoula, Porta, Palia Perithia and 
Sinies on which Greek island were 
told to evacuate due to wildfires? 


7 After Snowdonia National Park 
Authority’s decision to use the name 
Eryri rather than Snowdonia last year, 
which national park dropped its 
English language name this year? 


8 The most lethal mass stranding 

of whales in living memory in 
Scotland happened when more than 
50 pilot whales died at Traigh Mhor 
on which island? 


9 Which city hosted Banksy’s first 
official exhibition in 14 years? 


10 First the Australian state of Victoria 
withdrew as host of the 2026 
Commonwealth Games, then which 
Canadian province pulled its support 
for a bid to host the 2030 games? 


TV quickies 

11 Which Irish actor plays a tennis 
coach accused of misconduct by a 
former player in the Amazon TV 
drama Fifteen-Love? 


12 Lizzy Caplan played the role of Alex 
Forrest in the TV remake of which 
1980s film? 


13 Paapa Essiedu played Gaap, a 
demon who takes the form of which 
disco groups frontman Bobby Farrell 
in the Black Mirror episode Demon 79? 
14 Rebekah Vardy made a 
documentary about her “difficult” 
journey with which religious group? 
15 Which TV chef was reprimanded 
and told to change his behaviour by 
ITV amid accusations of “intimidating 
and bullying behaviour”? 


Animal magic 

16 Which bird topped the RSPB Big 
Garden Birdwatch poll for the 20th 
year running? 


17 Which actor attended the Met Gala 
dressed as a giant white cat? 


18 A massive whale that lived about 
40 million years ago and might be 
the heaviest animal to have existed 
was found as a fossil in the desert in 
which country? 


19 Hangzhou Zoo insisted its animals 
are real when it was suggested that 
which bears are people in costume? 


20 The Glasgow bar and restaurant 
63rd+Ist was forced to close in June 
by a sudden influx of which “hungry 
and aggressive” creatures? 


The numbers game 

21 Which Andrew Lloyd Webber 
musical ended a 35-year Broadway 
run? 


22 Erling Haaland's cumulative total of 
how many goals in all competitions 
was the biggest haul by a Premier 
League footballer? 


23 Who made her Vogue 
cover debut at the age 
of 82? 


24 The American 
Max Park broke 
the longstanding 
world record for 
solving a 3x3x3 
Rubik’s Cube in 
which time? 

25 Which 
sportswear brand 
signed a £900 
million deal with 
Manchester United? 


Back to business 

26 Which CEO resigned after 
admitting to a “serious error of 
judgment” in discussing Nigel Farage’s 
relationship with their bank with a 
BBC journalist? 


27 Beyoncé was blamed for a surprise 
rise in inflation in which Scandinavian 
country due to the financial impact 
made by her world tour in May? 


28 According to Civil Aviation 
Authority figures, which carrier was 
named the worst airline for flight 
delays from UK airports for the 
second year running? 


29 Once worth £1.3 billion, which 
online estate agent was sold to rival 
Strike for £1? 

30 Which supermarket was named 
Britain’s cheapest for the 12th 
consecutive month? 


Political manoeuvres 


31 Which 30-year-old former aide to 
Boris Johnson became the youngest 
life peer in the House of Lords? 


32 Who resigned as leader of Plaid 
Cymru after a review found a culture 


of harassment, bullying and misogyny 
in the party? 

33 Labour's Keir Mather won Selby & 
Ainsty in the second-largest swing in 
a by-election from the Conservatives 
to Labour in history. What remains 
the biggest? 


34 The Green Party won majority 
control of a council for the first time in 
the UK by taking which local 
authority from the Conservatives? 


35 Nicola Sturgeon was arrested in 
connection to which Police Scotland 
investigation into the SNP’s finances? 


This sporting life 

36 The England forward Lauren 
James was sent off during the World 
Cup round of 16 match against 
Nigeria for deliberately stepping on 
which player? 


37 Which British gymnast won 


e 


three gold medals, including 
the all-around title, at 
the European 
championships in 
Antalya? 


38 Jordan 
Henderson 
completed his 
controversial 
move to the 
Saudi football 
club Al-Ettifaq, 

who are being 

managed by which 
fellow Liverpool 
legend? 


39 Which tennis player, 
whose name is very similar to that 
of a famous boxer, made it to the 
Wimbledon quarter-finals? 


40 Which batsman was the top scorer 
with 496 runs in the drawn Ashes 
Test series? 


Take me to your leader 


41 President Joe Biden made a trip to 
the town of his ancestors Ballina in 
which Irish county? 


42 The indictment filed against 
Donald Trump in a federal district 
court in Washington on August | is 
concerned with what? 


43 The former Pakistani prime 
minister Imran Khan was sentenced to 
three years in prison for "corrupt" 
practices, including what? 


44 The president of which country 
sang American Pie at a White House 
state dinner? 


45 Which former leader was 
revealed to have amassed a hoard of 
25,000 artworks, including a vast 
range of female nudes, with many 
of them acquired late at night from 
TV auctioneers? 


Online, offline 
46 Elon Musk 
rebranded Twitter 
with what single- 
letter name? 


47 The British 
computer scientist and 
deep-learning pioneer 
Geoffrey Hinton quit his 
role at which company 
so he could freely speak 
about the risks of 
artificial intelligence? 


48 Florida governor Ron DeSantis's 
presidential campaign launch on 
which social media platform was 
marred by technical glitches and 
audio problems? 


49 The Stranger Things star Millie 
Bobby Brown announced her 
engagement to the son of which rock 
frontman in an Instagram post? 


50 Homophobic Marvel fans reacted 
to a gay sex scene involving which 
actor in the TV mini-series The 
Crowded Room with the hashtag 
#notmySpiderman? 

Picture it 

51 Nicky Philipps revealed that when 
the subjects of her 2010 double 
portrait of Prince William and Prince 
Henry saw her painting, Harry said 
that William had too much what? 


52 Which artist didn’t realise how 
famous Harry Styles was before 
painting him in May last year, 
describing the singer as “just another 
person who came to the studio”? 


53 Which 1918 portrait by Gustav 
Klimt became Europe’s most 
expensive painting to be sold at 
auction? 


54 Once referred to as 
the “UK’s wokest” 
gallery, which 
Scottish institution 
won the Art Fund 
award for museum 

of the year? 


55 The German 
artist Boris Eldagsen 
refused to accept a 
Sony World 
Photography award 
because his entry was 
what? 


No jacket required 
56 A snippet from 
Hilary Mantel’s final, 
unfinished novel 
was read at her 
memorial service. 
Provocation is a 
Pride and Prejudice 
spin-off told from 
the point of view of 
which character? 
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57 Which book was the first collection | 
of the poet laureate Simon Armitages ' 
lyric output? i 
58 The children’s writer Katherine i 
Rundell was a winner at the British i 
Book Awards for Super-Infinite, her 1 
book about “the transformations” of — | 
which English poet? i 
59 Which 2023 novel is the fantasy 
author RF Kuangs first foray into ! 
literary fiction? i 
| 


60 Which screen legend's forthcoming , 


answers 


times2 


| first novel Deadly Game centres on 

| DCI Harry Taylor? 

1 

| 

Global affairs 

| 61 In early June, 1,779 desks were set 
! up along which avenue for a record- 
breaking mass spelling contest? 


62 Citing “mental health reasons", 


ı who did the Preston-born chef John 
i Mountain ban from his restaurant 
, Fyre in Perth, Australia? 


| 63 Las Vegas police raided a house in 


| of the city, as part of their reopened 
| investigation into the murder of 


| which rapper? 


, 64 Who had a child at the age of 83 
after his 29-year-old partner, Noor 
Alfallah, gave birth? 


65 Which American tourism 
company’s submersible Titan 
imploded, killing all five on 
board including CEO Stockton 
Rush, during an expedition to 
view the wreck of the Titanic? 


Treading the boards 


best performance by an actress 
in a leading role in a play? 

67 Starring Gabriel Vick as the 
cross-dressing hero, which film's 
musical adaptation is “complete with 
| its blazing fake-boobs scene and 


|| raunchy hoover sequence”? 


! 68 Which actress starred in a 24-hour, 


|. 100-scene one-off play titled The 


| ! Second Woman at the Young Vic? 


69 The Donmar Warehouse’s When 
Winston Went to War with the 
Wireless is which playwright's 
drama about the 1926 general strike 
and the nascent BBC? 


70 Which singer played the 
gender-swapped central role of 
Katurian in the Duke of York's 
Theatre' revival of the Martin 
McDonagh play The 


į Pillowman? 


Music 
matters 

71 Elton John 
closed Glastonbury 
| With what he said 

| was his last ever 

| UK performance. 

| He duetted with the 
! Killers frontman 

| Brandon Flowers on 
| which song? 


72 Boygenius, 
the indie rock 
supergroup formed by 
Julien Baker, Phoebe 
Bridgers and Lucy Dacus, 
topped the UK album 
chart with which album? 


73 Which English singer- 
songwriter released the 
album Unhealthy? 


74 What is the title of Loreen's 
ı 2023 Eurovision Song Contest- 


| winning power ballad? 


| 75 Ed Sheeran was found not liable for 
| plagiarising which Marvin Gaye song 


with his hit Thinking Out Loud? 


| Screen testers 


| 76 Who directed the blockbuster 2023 
| film Barbie? 


| 77 Which British actor played Albert 
Einstein in the film Oppenheimer? 


! 78 Which film was described by its 

| director Ari Aster as "like a Jewish 

| Lord of the Rings, but he’s just going to 
| his moms house”? 


| 79 Which new film tells the story of 
| how the video game player Jann 
Mardenborough became a 

| professional racing driver? 

| 80 Which ancient Greek is a character 
| in the film Indiana Jones and the Dial 


, of Destiny? 


| 

| Money, money, money 

! 81 The entrepreneur Simon Squibb 

| paid £25,000 at auction for which item 


! Henderson, Nevada, 15 miles southeast 


66 Who won the Tony award for 


after claiming he lived in one when he 
was a homeless teenager? 


82 The Italian tourist hotspot of 
Portofino introduced fines of €275 
(£237) for doing what? 


83 A Japanese man known only as 
Toco has spent two million yen 
(£10,800) on a lifelike costume in the 
form of which dog breed? 


84 WHSmith, Lloyds Pharmacy and 
M&S were among 200 firms fined for 
failing to do what? 


85 A pair of which NBA legend's 
trainers sold for $2.2 million (£17 
million), setting a record price at 
auction for game-worn sports 
footwear? 


I protest! 

86 Liz Truss finally reacted to the 
Daily Star stunt that measured her 
tenure as prime minister against the 
shelf life of a lettuce by calling it what? 


87 George Coppen, an actor with 
dwarfism, criticised the casting of 
which British actor as an Oompa- 
Loompa in the upcoming Wonka film? 


88 Which West End show's cast 
members said that audiences were 
taking it too far, having been subjected 
to "scratching, biting and licking" 
during performances? 


89 Which Welsh actor said he finds it 
"very hard to accept" non-Welsh 
performers playing Welsh characters? 


90 Greenpeace protesters 
draped a black canvas 
over Rishi Sunak's 
home in which North 
Yorkshire village? 


Small steps 
for man 
91 A study from 
University College 
London showed 
that habitual 
naps may help to 
preserve brain health 
by doing what? 
92 Which island group became the 
first place in the UK to have its mail 
delivered by drone? 


93 In which US city was a gigantic orb 
called the MSG Sphere, billed as the 
world's largest spherical structure, 
unveiled in July? 


94 On the first satellite mission to 
map the Earth’s winds on a global 
scale, which European Space Agency 
satellite fell to Earth in a landmark 
"assisted re-entry"? 


95 The new drug donanemab was 
hailed as a "turning point" in the fight 
against which disease? 


Gone but not forgotten 


96 The Met Gala was held in honour 
of which fashion designer? 


97 The remains of the British actor 
Julian Sands were identified more 
than five months after he was reported 
missing after a hike in the Mount 
Baldy area of which California 
mountains? 


98 Mark Sheehan, who died aged 46, 
was the lead guitarist and co-founder 
of which Irish band? 


99 Glenda Jackson died aged 87. Her 

final stage performance was in which 

Shakespeare play at the Cort Theatre, 
New York City, in 2019? 


100 Mary Quant died aged 93. The 
fashion designer used which flower as 
her logo? 
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Me and Maybot: the making 


Abusive MPs, bad politics, Brexit... The 
former prime minister rails at all of it 
in this extract from her new book, and 
reveals her true feelings about being 
portrayed as robotic and humourless 


The vicar’s daughter 
he musty silence of a parish 
church, the genteel 
atmosphere of a country 
vicarage and the carefree 
days in a village school may 
not seem like the ideal preparation for 
the raucous, aggressive political 
battleground that is Prime Minister's 
Questions. Yet it was this very 
background that led to my interest in 
politics and ultimately to me 
occupying 10 Downing Street. 

Perhaps the background of growing 
up as a vicar's daughter is not so far 
removed from the requirements of 
being a senior politician as it might at 
first seem. As a child of the vicarage, 
you are not just yourself, and you are 
not just seen as representing your 
parents (although when your father is 
the local vicar, that is more significant 
than it is for most children). Like it or 
not, you are also a representative of a 
wider body — the Church. 

My father was always speaking in 
public through his sermons. I learnt a 
lot from him about that, but I also 
took a lesson from my mother. If his 
sermon went beyond ten minutes, 
there would be questions asked at 
lunch in the vicarage. I can't claim to 
only ever speak for ten minutes, but it 
does remind me of the importance of 
knowing the message you want to 
give, keeping your remarks short and 
your audience engaged. 

It is a great sadness to me that 
neither of my parents lived to see me 
elected to Parliament, let alone 
occupying the highest elected office in 
the land. Indeed, they didn't even see 
me elected to Merton Council, which 
included Wimbledon, where my 
paternal great-grandfather had been 
an alderman. 


Cricket — it's political 
As an only child, I was in some ways 
treated as an adult. Certainly, I was 
urged to take an interest in what was 
going on beyond our home in the 
country and the world, and I was 
encouraged to argue and debate with 
my parents, particularly my father. 
But don't get the wrong idea. This 
wasnt all about world affairs. There 
were hard-fought arguments about 
many topics — perhaps especially 
about cricket, above all about who 
was England's best opening batsman. 
My father, being a Surrey supporter, 
was adamant that it was John Edrich. 
I couldn't agree, and argued the case 
vociferously for Geoffrey Boycott. My 
father cited Edrich’s strokeplay. I 
argued for Boycott’s dogged 
determination and capacity to occupy 
the crease thanks to his ability to play 
with a straight bat. 

Later in life, I was to cite these 
characteristics not just as the reason 
for valuing Geoffrey Boycott's 


approach to cricket, but also as being 
useful for a politician. 

So argument and debate were a 
regular part of my upbringing. My 
mother sometimes worried that this 
happened too much, but my father 
was always very willing to debate with 
me. In fact, I used to get rather loud 
when I was putting my case, and time 
after time my father would say, “No 
need to shout. You are not addressing 
a public meeting.” Little did he know! 

T always point out that, unlike 
William Hague, I didn’t read Hansard 
under the bedclothes. I was more likely 
to have the radio tuned to Test Match 
Special from some overseas tour. 
Indeed, that was how I heard of John 


Snow’s 7 for 49 against the West Indies. 


A major moment for clergy children. 
(The Sussex and England bowler’s 
father was the vicar of Bognor Regis.) 


Me, myself and ‘Maybot’ 
At a young age, it was incumbent on 
me to consider how my words and 
actions reflected not just on me but on 
others. This has stayed with me 
throughout my life and political 
career. There were times when I 
stopped myself from making a funny 
aside or what I thought was a 
humorous quip because it could have 
been taken out of context. And so, 
while I consider it has stood me in 
good stead, in today's world of social 
media, rolling TV news and 
personality politics, it has meant 
that I have been seen as being too 
careful with my words, not sufficiently 
willing to open up, robotic 
and uninteresting. 
Despite being portrayed 
as having these 
characteristics, I still try to 
be very careful with what 
Isay today. Old habits die 
hard, but more than that, 
being careless in speech 
can cause deep trouble for 
others. This natural 
inclination to hold my 
tongue served me well 
when I was Home 
Secretary and when I was 
PM. But it takes personal 
restraint. I remember one 
occasion when I was 
Home Secretary when I 
had a conversation with 
another senior colleague. 
There was a counter- 
terrorism story in the 
papers, and we were being 
asked a certain question 
about the individuals 
concerned. We knew the 
answer but for security 
reasons could not divulge it. My 
colleague wanted to do so, or at least 
to give an answer that gave a strong 
hint. When I said no, he could not do 
so his response was that not doing so 


would make him look 
stupid. I’m not sorry to 
say that my answer was, 
“So look stupid then.” 


#ParliamentToo 
While reflecting on my 
time in the Home Office 
and No 10, I realised what 
had been in the back of 


namely that there was a 
thread running through 
many of the issues I had 
dealt with. That thread is 
the abuse of power 
exhibited so often in the 
way the institutions of 
the state, and those who 
work within them, put 
themselves first and the 
people they are there to 
serve second. 

It is shocking, but right, 
From top: Theresa May | to start with the abuse of power at the 
; in 2016; after being heart of our democracy in Parliament. 
| | elected as the MP for ' In a democracy, those who have been 
Maidenhead in 1997 | elected exercise power over people's 


i | lives. This should be reflected in the 


my mind for quite a while: 


atmosphere in Parliament, where the 
serious nature of the decisions being 
taken and the impact they have on the 
day-to-day lives of the people should 
lead those involved to adopt a careful 
and considered approach to exercising 
their power. 

Sadly, the evidence of recent years 
has been that the exercise of power by 
MPs in their dealings with their own 
staff and with the staff of the House of 
Commons, and indeed among the staff 
themselves, has been the opposite of 
careful. It has shown the abuse of 
power at its worst. 

In early 2022 it was reported that 
since 2018, there had been 56 
allegations against MPs, including 
some against Cabinet ministers. 

While all these issues were being 
brought to the surface, reports written, 
policies revised and new structures 
established, the person who more than 
any other is there to ensure good 
behaviour in the way the Commons 
conducts its business — the former 
Speaker, John Bercow — was himself 
subjecting staff to appalling bullying. 

It is worth just considering 
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briefly those who did finally come 
forward in relation to John Bercow's 
conduct towards them. These were 
not junior staff unable to deal with 

a senior figure. They were not 
shrinking violets. They were senior 
staff who had given years of service 
to Parliament and were well able to 
deal with difficult MPs. Two were 
employed as Secretary to the Speaker, 
one of whom was a former naval 
captain. The third was the Clerk of 
the House — the Corporate Officer of 
the House and its principal 
constitutional adviser. 

The charge sheet for John Bercow 
was that he was not just a bully but 
also a serial liar. We have a right to 
expect better from the House of 
Commons, although arguably he was 
not the only MP to whom that 
description could be applied. 

So why is it that we see these abuses 
of power taking place? The answer 
is also depressing. It is that too many 
in Parliament feel that they are 
special, different from mere mortals 
doing a job in any other workplace. 

I remember having an argument in 
the Members' Tea Room years ago 
with a long-standing MP who had 
heard me refer to being an MP asa 
job. It wasn't a job, he said, because we 
had been elected. 

Being an MP is a job, and 
Parliament, impressive a building 
though it is and important though it is 
for the work done within its walls, is a 
workplace. It may be a workplace like 
no other. The process by which MPs 
get their jobs may be different from 
the way most people get theirs. But 


contrary to the views of many, being 
elected doesn't make MPs a breed 
apart to whom the normal rules of 
human behaviour in the workplace do 
not apply. We expect others to behave 
in a certain way in their places of 
work. Indeed, we sometimes legislate 
for that. We should not think that 
those rules do not apply to us. 


Brexit revisited 

When I am asked what I want the 
legacy of my time in government to 
be, I say I would like it to be the 
legislation for net zero emissions by 
2050, or the Modern Slavery Act. 
When I say that, I know in my heart 
of hearts that the political reality is 
that my premiership will always be 
seen in the context of Brexit and my 
failure to get a deal through the 
House of Commons. 

The failure to get the deal my 
government struck with the EU 
through the House of Commons was 
due in large part to the misuse of 
power — too often, it was used to 
satisfy personal interests rather than 
the overall national interest. 

Aha! I hear you exclaim — she’s 
trying to blame others for her own 
mistakes. I am not. What I want to do 
is to show how the power plays in 
Parliament contributed to the 
stalemate that ensued until it was 
broken by the general election of 2019. 
I could have made some different 
decisions that might have helped my 
cause. I also should have realised 
that just because some Conservative 
MPs had campaigned for many years 
to leave the EU, it didn't mean 


From top: May at the 
Conservative Party 
conference in 2018; 
with party leader Iain 
Duncan Smith and 
fellow shadow cabinet 
members Bernard 
Jenkin and Michael 
Howard in 2003 
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they would accept a deal to leave that 
was different from their favoured 
option. Perhaps I should also have 
appreciated that it didn’t mean they 
would accept a deal negotiated by, and 
presented to them by, someone who 
had voted to remain. 

At its heart, the problem was that 
both sides of the argument — the 
Brexiteers and the Remainers — felt 
they had the power to achieve their 
desired outcome regardless of its 
impact on the country. Despite what 
individual MPs might now claim, it 
became a battle of the tribes rather 
than a battle for the best interests of 
the United Kingdom. 

Before I explore that in detail, 
however, I must talk about what I 
believe was the greatest abuse of 
power during this whole process. An 
abuse of power that came from what 
should have been the most unlikely 
source — the very person above all 


others who should be absolutely 
neutral in their work, the Speaker of 
the House of Commons. 

I have now served under four 
Speakers. Until John Bercow took 
office, I had never seen someone 
so blatantly abuse the power they 
held as Speaker to promote a 
particular view. 

Over and over again, but 
particularly in the latter days of my 
administration, it seemed clear to me 
that John Bercow was trying to thwart 
the delivery of Brexit. He seemed so 
clearly to be following his personal 
agenda, and the impression was that 
he was working with those who 
favoured a second referendum and 
against the policy of the government. 
This was manifested in different ways. 
He reinterpreted Standing Orders. He 
ruled that amendments could not be 
laid when the rules should have 
allowed them to be put down. He 


I must talk about 
what I believe 
was the greatest 
abuse of power 


overrode the long-standing 
convention that the government 
determined the business of the House. 
Crucially, just when the Democratic 
Unionist Party had indicated privately 
that they would vote with the 
government, thus enabling the deal to 
be agreed by the House of Commons, 
the Speaker ruled that he could not 
accept another vote on the deal. As a 
result, the debate was not allowed and 
no vote took place at that time. At that 
point, I am certain that he scuppered 
the Brexit deal. 

As a result, the carefully crafted 
Withdrawal Agreement unwound and 
was to be no more. Had the debate 
been held, and had the vote been 
taken with the DUP voting with the 
government, there was every prospect 
that we would have delivered an 
earlier exit from the EU, maintained 
better relations with our European 
partners and, above all, delivered an 
agreement which would have been 
more beneficial for Northern Ireland 
and hence for the future integrity of 
the UK than the one that Boris 
Johnson signed. 

John Bercow accepted the 
Opposition’s tactic of using their 
Opposition Day debates to put down 
motions for a Humble Address to be 
sent to Her Majesty the Queen on 
topic after topic designed only to 
thwart the government. A Humble 
Address is a communication from the 
House to the monarch. Its most 
frequent use is after the debate on the 
monarch’ speech at the opening 
session of Parliament, when a Humble 
Address is sent to the monarch 
thanking them for their speech. 
During my premiership, the 
Opposition used this procedure on a 
number of occasions to petition the 
Queen to require the government to 
take certain action. It meant bringing 
the Queen into political matters. And 
when the government chose not to 
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play ball with these motions, the 
Speaker threatened to hold ministers 
in contempt of Parliament. 

This use of the Humble Address was 
not just an affront to parliamentary 
procedure, it also involved Her 
Majesty in ongoing political debates 
in a way which rode roughshod over 
the accepted lines between the role 
of the elected House and the 
constitutional monarch. In my view, 
this was completely unacceptable. 
Regrettably, it is a mechanism that has 
come to be an accepted part of the 
Opposition’s armoury. 

Arguably, this set a precedent which 
was later reflected in the decision by 
Boris Johnson's government to 
prorogue Parliament in August 2019, a 
move which required the monarch’s 
acceptance. That prorogation, 
designed to stop all parliamentary 
business, was of course later found to 
be unlawful by the Supreme Court. 

This was not the first time Brexiteers 
had suggested prorogation. As noted 
earlier, apart from a limited number of 
items, such as business determined by 
the Backbench Business Committee, 
business of the House of Commons 
each day is decided by the 
government. Following the 2017 
election, although the Conservatives 
had more MPs than any other party, I 
did not have an overall majority. I was 
able to form a government because 
of an agreement with the members of 
the Democratic Unionist Party in 
Parliament. This meant that obtaining 
a majority in the Commons on any 
vote was difficult. These difficult 
numbers emboldened Remainers 
who wanted to bring forward motions 
and indeed legislation that would 
enable them to require the 
government to take a particular 
position in the Brexit negotiations. 
They were desperately keen to use 
Parliament to stop a no-deal Brexit. 
This was, of course, opposed by the 
Brexiteers, and so earlier in 2019, 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, a leading Brexiteer, 
suggested to me that the way through 
this was to ask Her Majesty to 
prorogue Parliament, thus removing 


the opportunity for such business to 
be brought forward. I refused. 

It was also suggested to me by the 
same source that, if the Remainers did 
pass a bill that the Brexiteers didn’t 
like, I should ask Her Majesty not to 
give it Royal Assent. Again, I refused. I 
resisted both of these proposals, not 
just because of the implications for 
the role of Parliament, but mainly 
because of my firm belief that it would 
have been unthinkable to bring the 
monarch into these matters. 

By sanctioning the idea of 
prorogation, the hard-line Brexiteers 
were taking a sledgehammer to the 
British constitution. 

Perhaps what I find most shocking 
about John Bercow’s approach is that 
the Speakers role is to uphold 
democracy. Yet here was a Speaker 
who, it seemed to me, was deliberately 
using his power in a way that favoured 
those who wanted to try to overturn 
the democratic will of the people. 
There is no doubt that for many 
people, any faith they had in 
Parliament was being shattered by the 
attempts by MPs to overturn the 
result of the referendum. Throughout 
the Brexit debate, there were too 
many parliamentarians, holding their 
positions through the democratic will 


| ] | : 


try to overturn the will of the people, 
and I believe that John Bercow was 
key among them. 


Let down by Labour 

Her Majesty's Official Opposition had 
the power, because of the numbers in 
the Commons, to deliver Brexit by 
supporting the government' position 
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scuppered the Brexit deal 


or even by abstaining on key votes. 
They chose to abuse their power by 
putting party politics first and the 
interests of the country second. At 
every stage, they chose to frustrate 
Brexit and, as a result, they paid the 
price at the ballot box. There were 
some Labour MPs who spoke up to 
support Brexit, but they too paid the 
price at the election. One of the most 
vocal was Caroline Flint, who 
consistently and bravely challenged 
her front bench and at times voted 
with the government. But arguing that 
the result of the referendum should be 
respected didn't prevent her from 
being caught up in the move by Leave- 
supporting Labour voters to insist on 
Brexit through the ballot box, and she 
was carried away by the tide that 
swept out so many Labour MPs. 

There was an opportunity for 
Labour to work with the government 
and show the country that politicians 
could put aside their party-political 
labels for the greater good. For 
decades, Jeremy Corbyn had argued 
against EU imperialism, and Labour 
had promised in the 2017 general 
election to respect the outcome of 
the referendum. But in the end, 
Labour were caught between Jeremy 
Corbyn, who couldn't bear to do a deal 
with the Conservatives, and Keir 
Starmer, who was playing to those in 
the Labour Party who wanted a 
second referendum. I leave it to the 
reader to decide whether the latter 
took that stance purely through 
conviction or with an eye on his own 
leadership ambitions. 

When push came to shove, I was 
willing to compromise in order to 
deliver Brexit. Jeremy Corbyn and the 
Labour Party were not. 
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Jumbo crossword No 1632 


Cryptic clues 


Across 
1 Very much allowed to go to 
alternative provider of legal services 


6 Removes mention of prospector's 
successes (7) 

10 Occult behaviour in women's group 
account backed (5) 

13 Financial assessor reduced concrete 
supplied to railway (7) 

14 Barely securing last place in judo 
tournament (5) 

15 Sad phase I encountered in each US 
state (9) 

16 Offer to participate in facilitating 
bowler’s participation in boxing? 
(5,4,3,4,3,4) 

17 Sea creature? Quiet — disturbed part 
of sea is home to millions (6) 

18 Half-hearted physician with weapon 
(8) 

19 Competent secretary blocking radio 
message (7) 

22 Second rune translated in full (10) 

23 Man in royal office replaced printer 
cable (6,6) 

27 Medic describing their patients is a 
bore (5) 

29 Daughter put out about old Queen's 

flaw (7) 

Following London style, perhaps, 

welcoming King in eagerness (8) 

32 One mill at work, filled with high- 

class floor-covering (8) 

Passing through place after one has 

disembarked from coach (7) 

Compulsion to ditch uniform or other 

clothes (5) 

39 Port sensibly distributed seafood (5,7) 

41 Bad weather in spring mostly does for 

attachment to mill (10) 

Poet, borderline dreadful, seen 

around University (7) 

Seasonal flower I left out in the wind 

(8) 

Settlement overseas an unknown 

quantity after interruption to 

sentence? (6) 

Collection of clocks from across the 

country and across the years? (8,8,7) 

53 Timekeeper encountered refusal to 
break into capital (9) 

54 Old Duke getting worried by another 
Duke (5) 

55 A good hit? Democrat gratified (7) 

No good straddling beam? On the 

contrary, very leggy (5) 

57 Warmer weather, mostly in the 
centre (7) 

58 Face recent backtracking about 
chapter covering local language (9) 
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Viewpoint from street about 
computer network (5) 

Assessment of artistic content: lyric 
items missing English criteria, sadly 
(8,9) 

One who did without, swamped with 
delight on getting a note (9) 

Work in the justice system is causing 
stress (6) 

UKS juries with two months to 
reform Dutch institution (11) 

Special forces holding operation 
leading to snags down under? (8) 
Soaks at home with a drink (7) 
Disorder for which you must take 
something (11) 

Group seizing power, with line in 
excellent pageantry (9) 

Auditor's correct over completed 
report (5-2) 

Congreves initial opening scenes: 
they are naturally juicy! (5) 
Everyone is sorry to lose right to 
musical direction (10) 

Sergeant foremost one of four in 
troop (5) 

Travellers tale of experiences, 
maybe: “...then to Aberdeen and the 
upset” (4,5,4,4) 

Diamonds in Dorset resort? One 
follows the rich, perhaps (6) 

Sailor spinning brown cane (6) 
Sensational attraction closing early 
one day (5) 

Twist horse being shoved into pen (6) 
Returned fund with unknown 
amount without reason (5) 

Mike supporting articles identifying 
emotional song (6) 

Mothers carrying second dessert: 
cake without filling, a wonderful 
creation (11) 

Petty document written up about 
shops actually overlooking latest in 
evidence (5-6) 

Pen penning a line with wit (5) 
Lunar expert? Moore, television's 
ultimate star, possibly (10) 

Amount, say — a distinctive figure 
(33,3) 

Court custom involving elevation of 
ancient crustacean (9) 

Source of debris, it's true, scattered? 
(8) 

A chap playing sport ignoring 
United? A very poor example (7) 
Reversed approaches keeping French 
in slavery (7) 

Detective writers cry of discovery, 
holding label up (6) 

Giant upset at puncturing metal (5) 
Alpine herder' call — way to lead 
cattle uphill, ultimately (5) 
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times2 clues 

Across 41 Machine supplying high-pressure air 12 Unproven mathematical theorem 

1 (Of fruits) opening spontaneously to (10) (10) 


17 Reddish-brown (5) 
20 Enjoying a run of success (2,3,5,2,1,4) 


44 Railway track maintainer (7) 
46 Aromatic herb (8) 


release seeds (9) 
6 In one manner or other (7) 


10 Involving third powers (5) 48 Type of aerial (6) 21 Troublesome or destructive creatures 
13 Soviet fighting force (3,4) 50 Nervous abdominal tremors (11,2,3,7) (6) 
14 Old saying; proverb (5) 53 Greatest (9) 24 Surgical blade (6) 
15 Common weed (9) 54 Digit (5) 25 Done openly (5) 
16 CPS in full (5,11,7) 55 Paper-folding art (7) 26 Spanish dance (6) 
17 With a yellowish complexion 56 Lament for the dead (5) 28 Disney's fawn (5) 
(6) 57 Deep resentment (7) 31 Rather eerie or chilling (6) 
18 Eg, native to Aberdeen (8) 58 Large-calibre guns (9) 33 Not pledged to either side (11) 
19 Bold or daring feat (7) Down 35 Fear of open spaces (11) 


22 Artificial body part (10) 1 Classical order of architecture (5) 37 Equine quadruped (5) 


23 Person travelling widely (12) 2 HFC in full (17) 38 Rapt, fascinated (10) 
27 Atomic weapon (1-4) 3 Spread along a line (6,3) 40 Composure, coolness (9) 
29 South and southeast Asian rainy 4 Friend of Pooh (6) 42 Newspaper opinion piece (9) 
season (7) 5 Business deal (11) 43 Decline in activity (8) 
30 Farmyard bird (8) 6 Dearth; rarity (8) 45 John —, three times Wimbledon 
32 Capital of Nepal (8) 7 Distinguished conductors (7) champion (7) 
34 Lift up (7) 8 Suffering from rabies (11) 47 Decoration made of ribbon (7) 
36 Set fire to; source of light (5) 9 Exposed to strong blasts (9) 49 Accompany, come along with (6) 
39 State-controlled part of the economy 10 Feel better (5,2) 51 Private teacher (5) 
(6,6) 11 Buckwheat flour pancakes (5) 52 Hirsute (5) 
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Scream! Old-school Meghan is coming back to 


Instagram. Now what about old-school Harry? 4 


Hannah Betts 


eports of the artist 

formerly known as i 

Meghan Markle’s ] 

public demise have 

been greatly i 

exaggerated. As a i 

character in one of the , 

soap operas in which — ! 

she didn't quite make her name might | 
have declared: “She's back, bitches" —  : 
and she’s going old-school. 
Reruns of Suits, her 12-year-old legal , 
drama, are enjoying a resurgence on  ' 
Netflix. Alas, this isn’t on account of | 
the sometime duchesss nuanced ] 
performance. Rather, the series proves | 
so undemanding it can be watched i 
ambiently while doing some more vital ' 
task — cleaning the fridge, say, or | 
deworming the dog — a kind of ! 
entertainment wallpaper, lift music i 
plus visuals. i 
More thrillingly, she appears to be ! 
returning as a virtual presence. A i 
breaking Instagram account has been ! 
set up on which an image of peonies — ; 
(scream! — her favourite flower!) and | 
the single word “Meghan” (scream! i 
her, like, total name!) were posted. A, 
source confirmed: “Yes, that’s her ... I 
Everyone in Hollywood is talking 
about the relaunch being imminent"  : 
Perhaps she's timing matters for post- | 
US Labor Day (the 4th). Then, lo, like | 
a yogic, biosignal-processing disc- I 
wearing Norma Desmond, she'll be | 
ready for her close-up. ] 
Meghans last account with sidekick | 
Prince Haz, @sussexroyal, boasted 9.4 | 
million followers before it was 
deactivated in 2020. Before her royal  , 
hitching in 2018, her personal ! 
following stood at more than three i 
million, while tens of thousands of i 
groupies signed up for her lifestyle 
blog, the Tig. Her new account can 1 
already claim more than 90,000 ! 
acolytes and marketing types predict — | 
that she could make a million dollars — : 
per post. Whether "everyone in i 
Hollywood” really is talking about this ; 


— and in what terms — remains a 
moot point, given those #awks $20 
million “grifter” accusations from a 
Spotify exec. Regardless, pending 
peonies plus a new talent manager 
spells a regrouping behind her true 
calling: that of influencer — the 
defining non-career of our age. 
Meghan’ interpretation of 
duchessdom was always more akin to 
these loquacious, yet strategically 
vacuous, “thought leaders”. Their trade 


is the luxury backdrop of how they live 


their lives, rather than the biscuit- 
factory opening stuff minor royals 
devote their lives to. For a start, she 
can be one of the top dogs, rather than 


a bit player. And there are simply so 
many more free handbags. She'll 
basically be expanding her role as a 
"briefcase girl" on Deal or No Deal, 
albeit instead of wads of cash she'll be 
toting lifestyle guff. 

Another self-professed career 
woman whose product looks set to be 
herself is the former prime minister's 
wife Carrie Johnson. Three weeks ago, 
the mother of three made her 
Instagram account public. She now 
shares shots of her offspring, gal pals, 
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Meghan’s true 
calling is being 
an influencer 


holiday locations and clothing with 
85,000 viewers and counting. 

Meanwhile, legions of middle-aged 
women appear to be acting under the 
delusion that they are “public figures”, 
appearing on Instagram tossing back 
their hair, addressing us as “guys,” and 
spouting teary platitudes about their 
divorce, acquisitions, or self-esteem 
issues. One need only look at the 
success of the dismal Sex and the City 
sequel, And Just Like That ... — less a 
television show than a (barely) 
fictionalised, influencing platform, 
ready to be downloaded onto its 
virtual sub-streams. 

One fly in the (organic) ointment 
suggests itself. Alongside old-school 
Meghan, we appear to be witnessing a 
relaunch of old-school Harry — of the 
drinking, playing polo, and hanging 
out with the lads sort — if his recent 
jaunt to foreign parts with Nacho 
Figueras is anything to go by. Are 
these two mega-brands compatible? 
Only time will tell. Meanwhile, I'd 
appreciate it if Meghan could learn 
how to pronounce “Tig” (Tignanello 
has a “ny” sound as in gnocci, doofus). 
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Spare us the jolly hockeyisms 


Like many public institutions, ' 
the clothing retailer Boden is , 
apologising for past wrongs. In ' 
this case, it’s not slavery or the | 
crusades, but being a 

“complete nitwit” and 
having “effed up” 


thought it was completely 
unfunny”” You don't say. 
I'm not entirely averse to 
the Big B. While its wrap 
dresses are the stuff of 
suburban nightmare, 
I've been known to 


the brand, which sport its jackets, 
he said had gone shoes and the 
“too young” odd frock. 
with its However, this 
womenswear. mea culpa has 


Johnnie Boden, 
62, right, will be 
attempting to lure 
back consumers via 
self-effacing emails 
featuring these 
aforementioned jolly 
hockeyisms. The Times 
reports that “he showed the 
emails to one woman ‘who 


the makings of 

Boden’s Ratner 
moment. You 
know you're twee 
as can be, we know 
you're twee as can be, 
but no one want their noses 
rubbed in it. If Johnnie sullies 
my inbox in these terms, he'll 
never receive my trade again. 


Looking at sheep in drizzle 


Excuse me for feeling — in 
Boden parlance — a tad 
jellybags. I am working today, 
bank holiday Monday. 
Elsewhere during this long 
weekend, monster spotters 
have been lining rain-lashed 
Loch Ness for the biggest 
Nessie hunt in half a century. 
Meanwhile, Rishi Sunak has 
been eyeing up livestock at 
the Wensleydale Agricultural 
Show, artfully positioning 
himself so the sheep don’t 
make him look short. 

Both these pursuits are 
long-cherished Betts activities. 
Many’s the year I found myself 
loch-side, snot merging with 
the downpour, or gazing 


through drizzle at some 
bedraggled northern ewe. 

There would be car sickness, 
cagoules, steamed-up windows 
and internecine rows in which 
my mother would declare she 
was never going on holiday 
with us again and would be 
leaving. Diplomatic incidents 
would be alleviated by “bull 
with the biggest bollocks” 
competitions, stewed tea or a 
stall selling gemstones and 
eczema-inducing local 
jumpers. How we hated it. 
Only now, decades on, parents 
long dead, this sounds like the 
stuff of dreams. 


Kevin Maher is away 


The big bank holiday quiz answers 


Under starter’s orders 17 Jared Leto 22 52 
1 Sword of State 18 Peru 23 Miriam Margolyes 
2 Suella Braverman 19 Malayan sun bears 24 3.13 seconds 
3 Discworld 20 Bees 25 Adidas 
4 Stockholm 
5 Peaky Blinders The numbers game Back to business 

21 The Phantom of 26 Dame Alison Rose 
Where were we again? the Opera 27 Sweden 

28 Wizz Air 


| 
|] 
1 
l 
l 
l 
| 
| 
| 
6 Corfu 
7 Bannau Brycheiniog — : 
8 Isle of Lewis | 
9 Glasgow i 
10 Alberta 
TV quickies | 
11 Aidan Turner 
12 Fatal Attraction 
13 Boney M 
14 Jehovah's 
Witnesses 
15 James Martin 


Animal magic 
16 House 
sparrow 


29 Purplebricks 
30 Aldi 


Political manoeuvres 
31 Charlotte Owen 
32 Adam Price 

33 Dudley West, 1994 
34 Mid Suffolk 


This sporting life 
36 Michelle Alozie 
37 Jessica Gadirova 
38 Steven Gerrard 
39 Chris Eubanks 
40 Usman Khawaja 


35 Operation Branchform 


Take me to your leader i No jacket required minimum wage 
4l Mayo ı 56 Mary Bennet 85 Michael Jordan 
42 His attempt to | 57 Never Good with 
overturn the 2020 Horses I protest! 
election ; 58 John Donne 86 "Puerile" 
43 Illegally selling state | 59 Yellowface 87 Hugh Grant 
assets ; 60 Michael Caine | 88 Magic Mike Live 
44 South Korea ! ! | 89 Michael Sheen 
45 Silvio Berlusconi | Global affairs | 73 Anne-Marie | 90 Kirby Sigston 

ı 61 Champs Elysées | 74 Tattoo [ 
Online, offline | 62 Vegans 75 Let's Get It On Small steps for man 
46X ; 63 Tupac Shakur i ; 91 Protecting against 
47 Google | 64 Al Pacino ! Screen testers ! brain shrinkage 
48 Twitter | 65 OceanGate | 76 Greta Gerwig | 92 Orkney 
49 Jon Bon Jovi [ | 77 Tom Conti | 93 Las Vegas 
50 Tom Holland Treading the boards 78 Beau Is Afraid ! 94 Aeolus 

| 66 Jodie Comer | 79 Gran Turismo ; 95 Alzheimer's 
Picture it | 67 Mrs Doubtfire | 80 Archimedes | 
51 Hair | 68 Ruth Wilson í | Gone but not forgotten 
52 David Hockney ¡ 69 Jack Thorne ı Money, money, money 96 Karl Lagerfeld 
53 Lady with a Fan ' 70 Lily Allen ' 81A disused stairwell ! 97 San Gabriel 
54 The Burrell | | 82 Lingering in | Mountains 
Collection ! Music matters ! no-waiting zones | 98 The Script 
55 Generated by | 71 Tiny Dancer | 83 Rough collie | 99 King Lear 
artificial intelligence | 72 The Record | 84 Pay workers the ı 100 Daisy 
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John Cale 


Festival Theatre 
kkk KS 


ohn Cale is an artist, not an 

entertainer, a giant whose 

influence is incalculable. He's 81, 

with great hair and great shoes 

and a great band and a still- 
great voice; in short, the guy can do 
whatever the heck he wants on any 
stage in the world. 

Still, it seems a shame that, having 
co-created the first two Velvet 
Underground LPs, he should include 
none of those songs — some of the 
finest in pop history — in his 
Edinburgh festival set. He had room 
for five from the underwhelming new 
album, so why couldn't he squeeze in 
I'm Waiting For The Man? 

Its fruitless, though, to focus on 
omissions. There was so much to 
enjoy. Paris 1919 was a surprise and 
delight, its arrival fanfared by a sudden 
stabbing piano line from Cale, who 
spent most of the evening seated at his 
keyboard. Moonstruck, a tribute to his 
late collaborator Nico, gained extra 
poignancy from the 1966 photo of 
the two of them together that 
appeared on a projection screen as he 
sang the line: ^I have come to make 
my peace.” He followed this with a 
setting of Dylan Thomass Do not go 
gentle into that good night — a poem 
urging resistance to old age and death 
paired with a song about a woman 
who died too young. 

Rosegarden Funeral of Sores, 
ominous glitchy jazz that brought to 
mind Bowie's masterful final works, 
was at once the set's high point and 
most avant-garde moment. A shift 
into rock mode prompted Cale to rise, 
strap on a Fender strat and unleash 
some gorgeous noise: Helen of Troy 
was the platonic ideal of a crunchy 
guitar sound. 

Concerts by stars of this vintage 
often prompt feelings of fond 
gratitude; audiences feel they must 
cherish them while they can. But there 
was never a sense of Cale coasting on 
goodwill. He played what he wanted 
how he wanted, even if that meant 
longueurs in the final third. His refusal 
to compromise extended to the encore 
— an eight-minute cover of 
Heartbreak Hotel, sunk deep in sombre 
languor, during which the bassist Joey 
Maramba bowed his strings to 
sorrowful effect and Alex Thomas 
pattered the drums with his fingertips. 
Peter Ross 


Albert Hammond Jr’s buccaneering riffs captivated the crowds as the Strokes headlined All Points East 


MARILYN KINGWILL 


first night 


Still spellbindingly good 


The veteran 
New York band 
have kept their 
swaggering 
energy, Says 
Ed Potton 


The Strokes 


All Points East, E9 
ooo 


edinburgh 


classical 


Simón Bolívar 
SO/Dudamel 


Usher Hall 
tok bbs 


he final week of the 

Edinburgh International 

Festival has had a lot of 

international visitors, but 

none has come with a 
greater buzz than the Simon Bolivar 
Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela, 
who had been all across the 
programme for days before their final 
Usher Hall concert. 

They dropped the “youth 
orchestra” title years ago, but the 
gleaming brightness of their sound in 
Mahler’s Symphony No 1 combined 
youth-orchestra glitz with the 
versatility and depth of far more 
experienced players. The strings 
managed gorgeous sweetness in 


Mahler’s Wunderhorn music, but tore 
through the opening maelstrom of the 
finale like things possessed. The winds 


eet Me in the Bathroom, a 

recent documentary 

about the New York 

music scene at the turn 

of the millennium, 
reminded us how exciting the Strokes 
were when they first emerged. The 
band — whose song gave the film and 
a seminal book their title — were 
insouciant yet urgent, irresponsibly 
cool and sexy. Watching them 
headline All Points East was also to be 
reminded of how much Arctic 
Monkeys owe to them, although even 
Alex Turner at his peacock best can’t 
match Julian Casablancas when he’s in 
the mood. 

With Casablancas and his woozy 
baritone, of course, it’s all about 
looking as if you're not in the mood. 
Hidden behind vintage aviators, he 
projected an aura of studied 
nonchalance while the show caught 
fire. At 45, he’s less svelte than he was 
in 2001 — aren't we all — while his 
chat about ringtones verged on the 
gnomic and his waistcoat gave him 
the air of a glamorous snooker player. 
Hes still got it, though, as do his 
bandmates, who trod that delicate line 
between tight and swaggering. 

The Strokes were to the Noughties 
what the Stone Roses were to the 
Nineties — the most revered band of 
their generation but destined for 


Gustavo Dudamel 


oozed mischief in the klezmer episode, 
and the brass achieved ringing heft 
both at the climax of the first 
movement and in the raw elation of 
the closing moments. 

Much of that was thanks to their 
conductor, Gustavo Dudamel, a man 


implosion. Yet, like the Roses, they’ve 
had a revival, in their case thanks to 
an album, The New Abnormal, on 
which they recaptured the energy of 
old. They played The Adults Are 
Talking from that Rick Rubin- 
produced record after Last Nite, a 
favourite from their debut, Is This It. 
Two songs released almost 20 years 
apart but powered by the same 
effortless rolling swing. 

There's nothing else quite like it, 
which is why they continue to cast 


The Strokes were 
irresponsibly 
cool and sexy 


such a spell. Many of the crowd can 
barely have been out of nursery when 
Is This It came out but they knew all 
the words to Soma and Someday. “We 
have one song left before our fake 
encore,” Casablancas drawled. That 
was Reptilia, with its buccaneering riffs 
from Nick Valensi and Albert 
Hammond Jr. Yet when they came 
back out to play Hard to Explain, their 
most thrilling song with its stop-start 
shimmies, there was nothing fake 
about the euphoria that ensued. 


BSO/Nelsons 


Royal Albert Hall 
ooo 


or much of the past half- 

century the venerable Boston 

Symphony Orchestra was the 

snoozing giant of American 

classical music. So when 
Andris Nelsons was appointed in 2014, 
fresh from his dazzling spell in 
Birmingham, he was expected to be 
the vital spark, galvanising an 
orchestra that always played 
sonorously but needed fire in its belly. 
On the evidence of these two Proms, 
that task is still a work in progress. 
One of the concerts, the second, was 
hugely entertaining. The other was 
oddly subdued and mundane. 

True, it had a much more morbid 
programme. Strauss's Death and 
Transfiguration, not his jolliest tone 
poem, was elegantly shaped but 
emotionally buttoned-up. And it was 
preceded by a new piece — Makeshift 
Castle, by the 35-year-old New Yorker 
Julia Adolphe — that, we were told, 
reflected the composers memories of, 
and mourning for, her father. In fact, 
the music, imaginatively orchestrated, 
evoked anger and violence too before 
subsiding into a threnody of solo 
instruments that was almost medieval 
in its austere bleakness. It was an 
impressive piece, but not much fun. 

So one looked to Prokofiev's Fifth 
Symphony to provide the evening's 
punch and pungency. Yet although the 
symphony was neatly played, Nelsons 
offered an interpretation that was 
disappointingly pedestrian until the 
final madcap minutes. 

What a contrast the following 
evening. That also opened with a new 
work, but one that sizzled with saucy 
humour. Four Black American Dances 
by the American composer Carlos 
Simon are straightforwardly and 
irresistibly jubilant — pastiches, but 
brilliantly scored, especially with 
outrageously over-the-top brass 
effects. 

Performing that seemed to liberate 
Nelsons and his band, because both 
Stravinsky's Petrushka and Ravel's La 
valse brimmed with character. Best of 
all, however, was a performance of 
Gershwin's Concerto in F in which 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet's dancing digits 
sparkled almost as much as his shiny 
mauve jacket. In the slow movement, 
however, even the jacket was upstaged 
— by a fabulous, three-in-the morning 
bluesy solo from the principal trumpet. 
Richard Morrison 
Available on BBC Sounds 


who shared the orchestras rise to 
fame in Venezuela but who has since 
hit global stardom. There's something 
wonderful about watching him return 
to the orchestra bearing the fruits of 
his experience. He paced the tricky 
transitions with wonderful skill and 
showing brilliant ability to build and 
release tension in the long paragraphs 
of the outer movements. 

If the Mahler was satisfying then it 
was in the Venezuelan music that 
things went a little off colour. 
Guasamacabra by Paul Desenne, a 
founding member of the orchestra, was 
written as a quirky melding of several 
Venezuelan syncopations, but the 
rhythms piled up so anarchically that 
the musical texture became congested. 
Some orchestral lines pulled away 
from one another while others melted 


together, creating a messy mix where 
every section seemed to be ploughing 
its own furrow. 

Odisea, Gonzalo Grau's concerto for 
the cuatro, a smaller version of the 
guitar, lifted the mood significantly. 
With schmaltzy strings, schmoozy 
brass and infectious rhythms, this was 
the breezy sound of the Caribbean 
coast. The soloist Jorge Glems carefree 
strumming matched the orchestra's 
relaxed air of melody and became ever 
more frenetic as the concerto 
progressed, culminating in a fever 
dream of a cadenza. When it ended, 
the audience roared and the 
auditorium erupted in Venezuelan 
flags. How many orchestras can 
inspire a devoted following like that? 
Simon Thompson 
Recorded for BBC Sounds 
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times2 


Your weekday brain boost 


Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 


puzzles to give your brain an extended workout 


Samurai easy 


Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length. 


Sudoku super fiendish 


Killer deadly 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated. 


Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct 


Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 


More 
puzzles 
Pages 14-16 


Train Tracks 


Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself. 


2 4 3 2 5 


5 4 4 


o Bb Oo o oT a NM 


EY 


Futoshiki 


Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (7) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it. 


E: ERA 
[>> E] 
LT (E 


Codeword 


Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded. 


Mini 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 


row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6 


Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2 


Thursdays solutions 


2 
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television & radio 


A tour de force of psycholo gical torture 


Carol 
Midgley 
TV review 


The Woman in the Wall 
BBCI 
tO IO 


he Woman in the Wall's title 
did not seduce me. Plonking 
the words “woman” or “girl” 
in the title of novels and 
adaptations may have 
become sexily fashionable (The Girl on 
the Train, The Woman in the Window, 
Gone Girl etc), but it's a habit that now 
grates. Yet it turned out to be one of 


abused as a teenager and robbed of 
her baby in one of Ireland’s notorious 
Magdalene laundries, is a perfect 
piece of casting. What a performance. 
What a physical performance: Wilson's 
jerky body movements, her crazed, 
marionette-like march when going to 
firebomb the murdered priest's car, 
her smashing of her own living room 
wall with an axe at the end, which was 
when the title’s meaning was finally 
explained. Wilson lives every moment 
of this tortured soul's mental collapse 
on her face, black shadows under her 
eyes from sleep deprivation and the 
demeanour of a frightened, cornered 
vixen. In my view it is one of her best 
roles yet, and that's saying something. 


too in Joe Murtagh’s haunting, almost 
gothic tale of the misery meted out on 
girls by some within the Catholic 
church. These included Hilda Fay as 
Amy, another victim of the laundries 
who has turned her trauma into 
sweary, brittle hatred of those who 
abused her. “Thank f*** for that,” she 
said when detectives revealed that 
Father Percy had been killed. 


the best dramas I have seen this year. 
Easily. It was standout from the first 
scene, when Ruth Wilson's character 
awoke on a rural Irish road in her 
nightdress being sniffed at by cows, 
blood on her palm like stigmata, to the 
closing macabre, demented moments. 
Wilson as the tormented Lorna, 


There's also Daryl McCormack as 
Detective Colman Akande, who has 
his own history with Father Percy, 
and Motherland’s Philippa Dunne as 
Niamh, who is fighting for justice for 
the women, now in middle age. As she 
said, the laundries, using girls as a 
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past — the last one closed in 1996, 
when “the f***ing Macarena was in the 
charts”. That is a mind-blowing fact. 
Repeated flashbacks in dramas are 
problematic as they interrupt 
momentum and this was no exception. 
The ones here, showing how Lorna 
was handed over by her parents to a 
“training centre” at the convent in 
Kilkinure in the west of Ireland as she 
was pregnant, were not helped by the 
fact that the young Lorna (played by 
Abby Fitz) looks nothing like Wilson. 
But the main achievement, aside 
from Wilson's acting, is in the 
freshness of the storytelling. How 
reliable a protagonist is Lorna, a 
vulnerable, pitiful woman still 


sleepwalking and can’t remember 
what she has done? Or how the body 
of a former nun at the convent ended 
up in her house, the same person who 
had contacted her saying she knew 
what happened to her child? 

One of the best, eeriest moments 
was when she said, trance-like, “Give 
me my baby,” to the lolling corpse, 
just as she’d said all those years 
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before. Shortly before shoving the 
body inside the wall cavity behind 
the fern wallpaper, looking directly 
into the womans dead eyes, a victim 
whose grief has fully possessed her. 
My only reservation with tragic 
subject matter such as this is that it 
might be so good it's unbearable. 


Radio choice 
Ben Dowell 


Animal 
Radio 4, 1.45pm 


A new five-part series in 
which the American writer 
and adventurer Blair 
Braverman, above, presents 
stories exploring the ways 
in which humans relate to 
other animals, from 
magpies to deep-ocean 
creatures. The opener is 
called Itsy Bitsy Spider and 
begins with 29-year-old 
Scottish arachnophobe 
Elzo, who explains her 
regular night terrors about 
being invaded by the eight- 
legged creatures. Will a 
London Zoo project assuage 
her fears through the simple 
act of picking one up under 
a glass and depositing it 
safely? Don't worry, spider 
lovers, there are voices in 
the programme who 
evangelise their virtues. 


OUR TV NEWSLETTER 
Sign up to a weekly briefing of 
the only shows you need to watch 
thetimes.co.uk/bulletins 


Times Radio 

Digital, web, smart speaker, app 

6.00am Rosie Wright and Darryl Morris with 
Times Radio Breakfast 10.00 Hugo Rifkind 
1.00pm Ruth Davidson 3.00 Jane Garvey 
and Fi Glover 5.00 John Pienaar with Times 
Radio Drive. Analysis of the day’s news 7.00 
Pienaar and Friends 8.00 The Evening Edition 
with Kait Borsay 10.00 Rick Kelsey 1.00am 
Stories of Our Times 1.30 Red Box 

2.00 Highlights from Times Radio 


Radio 2 


FM: 88-90.2 MHz 
6.30am The Nicki Chapman Breakfast Show 
9.30 Gary Davies. Sitting in for Vernon Kay 
12.00 Tony Blackburn: Sounds of Soul 
2.00pm Richie Anderson. Sitting in for Scott 
Mills 4.00 Your Ultimate Kylie Song. Steve 
Wright counts down the ultimate Kylie song, 
as voted for by listeners 7.00 The Best of 
Radio 2's Piano Room. Music stars perform 
with the BBC Concert Orchestra 9.00 

e Blues Show with Cerys Matthews. 

A selection of music from the blues scene 
10.00 Trevor Nelson's Magnificent 7. 
Uplifting tunes and essential throwbacks 
10.30 Trevor Nelson's Rhythm Nation. A mix 
of R'n'B and soulful tunes 12.00 Phil 
Williams 3.00am Sophie Ellis-Bextor's 
Kitchen Disco (r) 4.00 Owain Wyn Evans 


ET 


FM: 90.2-92.4 MHz 

6.30am Breakfast 

Petroc Trelawny presents 

9.00 Essential Classics 

Georgia Mann presents music and features, 
including discoveries and musical surprises 
12.00 Composer of the Week: 

Icons of British Light Music 

onald Macleod explores how light music 
emerged from the theatre pits of late- 
9th-century Britain and began to find 
audiences in concert halls, music halls and at 
ome. Binge (Elizabethan Serenade); German 
(If You Wish to Appear as an Irish Type, from 
Emerald Isle; Nell Gwyn Suite — Overture; 
and Welsh Rhapsody); and Haydn Wood 
(Roses of Picardy; and Mannin Veen) 
1.00pm Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 

he violinist María Dueñas plays Schubert at 
er recent Wigmore Hall debut, while Fergus 
cCreadie introduces new tracks at the 
Norfolk and Norwich Festival. Schubert 
(Violin Sonata, Duo, in A, D 574); Fergus 
\cCreadie (Improvisation and Sunpillars); 
and Chopin (Mazurka in C minor, Op 56 No 3) 


2.00 Afternoon Concert 

Penny Gore presents another chance to hear 
the Prom from August 13 in which Ivan 
Fischer conducts the Budapest Festival 
Orchestra in Beethoven's Eroica Symphony, 
alongside Bartok’s Piano Concerto No 3 with 
soloist Andras Schiff. Plus, highlights from 
the closing concert of the Queen Elisabeth 
Competition in Brussels with arias by 
Verdi and Rossini. Including — Schubert (4 
Impromptus, D899, Op 90, for piano; and No 
2 in E flat); Beethoven (Sextet in E flat, Op 
71, for wind: Ist mvt; and Adagio — allegro); 
BBC Proms, first broadcast live on Sunday 
August 13. Presented by Petroc Trelawny. 
Ligeti (Mysteries of the Macabre); Bartók 
(Piano Concerto No 3); Proms Artist Choice; 
BBC Proms — first broadcast live on Sunday 
August 13. Presented by Petroc Trelawny. 
Beethoven (Symphony No 3 in E flat, Eroica); 
Verdi (Overture to La Forza del destino; and 
Studia il passo, Banco's aria from act 2 of 
Macbeth); Rossini (La calunnia è un 
venticello, Don Basilio's aria from Il Barbiere 
di Siviglia); and Ina Boyle (Symphony No 1 
— Glencree, In the Wicklow Hills) 

5.00 In Tune 

With Jules Buckley 

7.00 Live BBC Proms 2023 

Katie Derham presents live from the Royal 
Albert Hall with Anna-Maria Helsing 
conducting the BBC Concert Orchestra 

and the Huddersfield Choral Society in an 
evening of orchestral fantasy and adventure 
with guest host Hannah Waddingham. 
Howard Shore (The Lord of the Rings 
Symphonic Suite — The Fellowship of the 
Ring); Ramin Djawadi (Game of Thrones 
Suite); De Falla (El Amor Brujo, excerpts); 
David Arnold (Good Omens); John Williams 
(Hedwig's Theme from Harry Potter & the 
Philosopher's Stone); Stravinsky (Berceuse 
and Finale from Firebird); Mussorgsky 

(A Night on the Bare Mountain); Lorne Balfe 
(His Dark Materials Suite, BBC commission 
— world premiere); Joe Hisaishi & Youmi 
Kimura (My Neighbour Totoro); Eimear 
Noone (Malach, Angel Messenger from World 
of Warcraft); Grieg (Hall of the Mountain 
King from Peer Gynt); and John Williams 
(Duel of the Fates from Star Wars) 

10.00 Between the Ears: 

Sound in the Blood 

With the nature beatboxer Jason Singh (r) 
10.30 Between the Ears: 

Miniatures — The Gallery 

Sami El-Enany’s audio reimagining of 
Remedios Varo's Creation of the Birds (r) 
11.00 Night Tracks 

12.30am Through the Night 


Radio 4 


FM: 92.4-94.6 MHz LW: 198kHz MW: 720 kHz 
5.30am News Briefing 

5.43 Prayer for the Day 

5.45 Farming Today 

5.58 Tweet of the Day (r) 

6.00 Today 

9.00 Is Psychiatry Working? 

Horatio Clare and psychiatrist Femi Oyebode 
consider medication (4/6) (r) 

9.30 Shock and War: Iraq 20 Years On 
Exploring why the consequences following 
western intervention (8/10) (r) 

9.45 (LW) Daily Service 

9.45 Book of the Week: 

How to Build Impossible Things 

By Mark Ellison (1/5) 

10.00 Woman’s Hour 

Nuala McGovern is joined by writers 

Lucy Ireland Gray and Joanna Nolan 

11.00 Black Music in Europe 
Recollections of the London rave era and 
Detroit techno in Berlin (2/3) (r) 

11.30 Analysis 

Examining whether maternity care is keeping 
up as women give birth later (4/9) (r) 
12.01pm (LW) Shipping Forecast 

12.04 You and Yours 

1.00 The World at One 

1.45 Animal 

Blair Braverman investigates arachnophobia. 
See Radio Choice (1/5) 

2.00 The Archers (r) 

2.15 This Cultural Life 

The writer and broadcaster Melvyn Bragg 
reveals his formative influences (3/13) (r) 
3.00 Brain of Britain 
Russell Davies hosts, with contestants from 
Surrey, Swansea and Suffolk (3/17) 

3.30 The Food Programme 

At the new Food Museum in Stowmarket, 
formally the Museum of East Anglian Life (r) 
4.00 History’s Secret Heroes 

Helena Bonham Carter shares the story 

of Major Charity Adams (2/10) (r) 

4.30 Beyond Belief 
With the influencer ani 
5.00 PM 

5.54 (LW) Shipping Forecast 

6.00 Six O'Clock News 

6.30 Just a Minute 

The second of two specials recorded 

at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival (2/2) 

7.00 The Archers 

Jazzer makes a promise that he 

might not be able to keep 

7.15 Add to Playlist 

Bassoonist Amy Harman and pianist Julian 
Joseph help add the next five tracks (5/8) (r) 


author Daniel Ally 


8.00 Memorial No More? 

A History of Russian Forgetting 

The story of a Russian organisation set up to 
commemorate the victims of the gulags 
8.30 Crossing Continents 

The economy of Belize (5/9) (r) 

9.00 The Archbishop Interviews 

The Archbishop of Canterbury in 
conversation with John Cleese (1/6) (r) 
9.30 Is Psychiatry Working? (4/6) (r) 
10.00 The World Tonight 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: 

Death of a Naturalist 

By Seamus Heaney (1/5) 

11.00 Word of Mouth 

Ben and David Crystal talk about commonly 
used Shakespeare quotes (7/7) (r) 

11.30 Don’t Log Off 
Alan Dein talks to Asal and Sara, 

two women living in Iran (1/3) (r) 
12.00 News and Weather 

12.30am Book of the Week: How to 
Build Impossible Things (r) 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As BBC World Service 


Radio 4 Extra 


igital only 

8.10am Carry On at 65 8.20 Carry On at 65 
8.30 It's a Deal 9.05 Kenneth Williams in 
ost Mortem 9.50 Carry On at 65 10.00 
Carry On Britain 11.00 Carry On at 65 11.15 
esert Island Discs Revisited 12.00 
Hancock's Half Hour 12.30pm Carry On at 65 
12.40 Norman & Henry Bones — The Cry of 
the Curlew 1,25 Dogged Persistence 2.10 
Carry On at 65 2.20 Carry On at 65 2.30 

t's a Deal 3.05 Kenneth Williams in Post 
jortem 3.50 Carry On at 65 4.00 Carry On 
Britain 5.00 Carry On at 65 5.15 Desert 
sland Discs Revisited 6.00 Hancock's Half 
Hour 6.30 Carry On at 65 6.40 Norman & 
Henry Bones — The Cry of the Curlew 7.25 
jogged Persistence. Comedy drama by 

artyn Wade 8.10 Carry On at 65. Jim Dale 
and Jacki Piper talk about their memories of 
Joan Sims and Sid James 8.20 Carry On at 
65. Sid James speaks to Paul Hollingdale 
about his experiences of the Carry On films 
across the globe 8.30 It's a Deal. Comedy 
from 1961 9.05 Kenneth Williams in Post 
ortem. Kenneth Williams stars as the angel 
Azrael 9.50 Carry On at 65. Jim Dale and 
Jacki Piper talk to Wes Butters about their 
memories of Kenneth Williams 10.00 Carry 
On Britain. How British society was reflected 
in the Carry On films 11.00 Carry On at 65. 
Wes Butters speaks to Jim Dale and Jacki 
Piper 11.15 Desert Island Discs Revisited 


Radio 5 Live 


MW: 693, 909 

5.00am Wake Up to Money 6.00 5 Live 
Breakfast 9.00 Rachel Burden 11.00 Adrian 
Chiles 1.00pm Nihal Arthanayake 4.00 
Drive 7.00 5 Live Sport 9.00 5 Live Sport 
10.00 Colin Murray 1.00am Dotun Adebayo 


talkSPORT 


W: 1053, 1089 kHz 

5.00am Early Breakfast 6.00 Breakfast 
10.00 Jim White and Simon Jordan 1.00pm 
Hawksbee and Jacobs 4.00 Drive with Andy 
Goldstein and Darren Bent 7.00 Kick Off 
10.00 Sports Bar 1.00am Extra Time 


TalkRadio 


igital only 
5.00am Breakfast Show 6.30 Morning Show 
9.30 Mike and Kev 10.00 The Independent 
Republic of Mike Graham 1.00pm The 
Afternoon Show 3.00 Kevin O'Sullivan 

5.00 David Bull and Nicola Thorp 7.00 
Jeremy Kyle 8.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored 
9.00 The Talk 10.00 First Edition 11.00 
etrie Hosken 1.00am Paul Ross 


6 Music 


igital only 

5.00am Chris Hawkins 7.30 Lauren Laverne 
10.30 Mary Anne Hobbs 1.00pm Craig 
Charles 4.00 Emily Pilbeam 7.00 New Music 
Fix Daily 9.00 6 Music Artist in Residence 
10.00 Riley & Coe 12.00 In Their Own 
Words: Marvin Gaye — What's Going On (r) 
1.00am Trouble Man 2.00 Insight — Marvin 
Gaye 4.00 The Marvin Gaye Playlist 


Virgin Radio 
Digital only 
6.30am The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
with cinch 10.00 Eddy Temple-Morris 
1.00pm Jayne Middlemiss 4.00 Ricky 
Wilson 7.00 Bam 10.00 Amy Voce 1.00am 
Sean Goldsmith 4.00 Steve Denyer 


Classic FM 


FM: 100-102 MHz 

6.00am More Music Breakfast 9.00 The 
Classic FM Movie Music Hall of Fame. With 
Aled Jones 12.00 The Classic FM Movie 
Music Hall of Fame. With Margherita Taylor 
4.00pm The Classic FM Movie Music Hall of 
Fame. With Jonathan Ross 7.00 Smooth 
Classics at Seven 10.00 Calm Classics 
1.00am Bill Overton 4.00 Early Breakfast 
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Viewing Guide 
Ben Dowell 


The Tower 
ITV1, 9pm 


Harbinson. The 
circumstances of the 
two series one deaths 
find PC Lizzie Adama 
(Tahirah Sharif) facing 
disciplinary charges, 


get her teeth into — 
offer Collins a fresh 
start? Hmm. The 
new case is certainly 
cold — young Tania 
Mills disappeared on 


domestic violence 
involving a slippery and 
manipulative male 
abuser. But things are 
rarely straightforward 
where Adama is 


l l 
l | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
i} i} 
| things go awry her path | 
i} i} 
i} i} 
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lu I 
i} i} 
l l 
l l 
l l 
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l l 


compelling central 
character. Dour of 
dress and manner, she 
is lonely and haunted 
and eats ready meals 
for one. But she is also 


l 
l 
l 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i} 
i} 
and tenacious, and I 
lu 
I 
lu 
i} 
i} 
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BBC2, 9pm 


Murder Trial 


in the Scottish courts 
but the spectacle of real 


Moody shots of Scottish 
hillsides give way to the 
stiff formality of the 


justice being enacted by 
barristers and jurors 
continues to make for 
compelling viewing, as 


l 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i} 
| frail old man in the 
lu 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
l 
l 
l 
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The events of , while Gemma the day of Princess concerned, and when compassionate, clever Inverness High Court, does the sight of the 
Top series one Wheelan’s DS Sarah Diana’s funeral in where 80-year-old 
pick hang heavy Collins is still bitter 1997 — and Collins is set to cross Collins’s Whelan tends to William MacDowell is dock. Neither Renee 
over the next | about how the case was ¡ has doubts about again. There are many command the screen. on trial for killing his MacRae, the wife of 
instalment of this classy ' handled and the lies the prime suspect. things going for this Will Collins get her former lover and her a wealthy building 
police procedural she was told. Will a Running parallel to show. The problem with , man? Who could doubt , young son in November , firm owner, nor her 
adapted from Kate new job in homicide — | this, Adama has been mumbled dialogue has it? Airs every night 1976. Split into two son Andrew has been 
London's books by the with a gruff boss anda | given what looks like a | mostly been ironed out | until Thursday's parts, it is not the first seen since their 
scriptwriter Patrick missing person's case to | straightforward case of | and Collins remains a conclusion. real murder trial filmed | disappearance. 
BBCI BBC2 ITVI Channel 4 Channel 5 


$ 
EQ 


6.00am Breakfast 9.15 Morning Live 10.00 Critical 
Incident. Two RAF aircraft are sent to save the life of a 
sailor in the Atlantic 10.45 Expert Witness. A facial 
recognition expert helps Merseyside Police catch a killer 
11.15 Homes Under the Hammer. The progress of 
properties in Edinburgh, Newcastle-under-Lyme and 
Carlisle (r) (AD) 12.15pm Bargain Hunt. Eric Knowles 
presents from Kingston in Surrey 1.00 BBC News at One; 
Weather 1.20 BBC Regional News; Weather 1.30 Money 
for Nothing. A picnic rug, a set of chairs, a broken games 
table and a vintage display cabinet 2.30 Rick Stein's 
Cornwall. The chef champions the food, history and 
culture of the county (r) (AD) 3.00 Escape to the Country. 
New series. Jules Hudson helps a couple to find a new 
home in Moray 3.45 The Repair Shop. A desk belonging to 
a Suffragette leader and a mannequin that survived the 
Blitz (AD) 4.30 The Finish Line. Quiz 5.15 Pointless. 
Alexander Armstrong is joined by co-host Gyles Brandreth 
6.00 BBC News at Six; Weather 6.20 BBC Regional 
News; Weather 6.30 Attenborough and the Mammoth 
Graveyard. The discovery of a mammoth graveyard 

in the prehistoric riverbed of the Thames (r) (AD) 


6.30am Gardeners' World (r) 7.30 Beechgrove Garden (r) 
8.00 Sign Zone: Clive Myrie's Italian Road Trip (r) (SL) 
8.30 Great British Railway Journeys (r) (AD, SL) 9.00 
icky Campbell 10.00 BBC News 1.00pm Impossible (r) 
1.45 Eggheads (r) 2.15 Make Me a Dealer. Paul Martin is 
in Liverpool, teaching a shop manager and a mosaic artist 
the tricks of the antiques-buying trade to see who can 
make the most profit (r) 3.00 Great British Menu: The 
inals. The eight regional finalists prepare their starters 

s they battle it out for the chance to get their dishes on 
ie menu for the banquet at Abbey Road Studios (r) 4.00 
avid Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. The animal 
ingdom's bizarre hybrids (r) (AD) 4.30 Great British 
‘ailway Journeys. Michael Portillo sets off on a trip 
rough Britain's industrial heartland (r) (AD, SL) 5.00 
log It! Paul Martin presents from Croome stately home 
in Worcestershire, where experts scour the crowds to find 
jects to take off to auction (r) 6.00 Richard Osman's 
louse of Games. With Jennie McAlpine, Ugo Monye, Joe 
asquale and Felicity Ward (r) 6.30 Marcus Wareing's 
ales from a Kitchen Garden. New series. The chef 
explores new possibilities at his East Sussex smallholding 


am 


re 


6.00am Good Morning Britain. Magazine featuring a mix 
of news and current affairs, plus health, entertainment 
and lifestyle features 9.00 Lorraine. Entertainment, 
current affairs and fashion news, as well as showbiz 
stories and gossip. Presented by Lorraine Kelly 10.00 
This Morning. A mix of celebrity chat, lifestyle features, 
advice and competitions 12.30pm Loose Women. 
Showbiz interviews and studio discussion from a female 
perspective 1.45 ITV News; Weather 1.55 Regional 
News; Weather 2.00 FILM: Nanny McPhee (U, 2005) 
A widower struggles to control his seven unruly children, 
until a strange-looking nanny steps in. Period fantasy 
adventure with Emma Thompson, Colin Firth and Kelly 
Macdonald (AD) 4.00 Lingo. Taking part are siblings from 
Southampton, best mates from London, and couple from 
Exeter (r) 5.00 Tipping Point. Ben Shephard hosts the 
arcade-themed quiz in which contestants drop tokens 
down a choice of four chutes in the hope of winning 

a £10,000 jackpot 6.00 Regional News; Weather 

6.10 ITV News; Weather 6.30 The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants work as a team to take on 
one of the ruthless Chasers and secure a cash prize 


6.15am Countdown (r) 6.55 Cheers (r) 7.45 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (r) (AD) 8.40 Frasier (r) (AD) 9.40 The 
Big Bang Theory (r) (AD) 10.40 The Simpsons (r) (AD) 
11.40 Come Dine with Me. The competition begins in 
Stroud, Gloucestershire (r) 12.10pm Come Dine with Me 
(r) 12.40 Come Dine with Me (r) 1.10 Come Dine with 
Me (r) 1.40 Come Dine with Me (r) 2.10 Countdown. 
Ardal O'Hanlon is in Dictionary Corner 3.00 A Place in the 
Sun. Lucy Alexander helps a couple find their dream 
holiday home around the Mar Menor on the Costa Calida 
(r) 4.00 A New Life in the Sun: Where Are They Now? 
The owners of an Andalusian glampsite trial a new idea, a 
Sussex couple face a staffing crisis at their bar in Alicante 
(r) 5.00 Four in a Bed. The week’s first visit is to 
Juniperlea Inn in Midlothian (r) 5.30 Come Dine with Me. 
The first of five dinner parties from the West Midlands 
with an entrepreneur serving up a Zimbabwean and 
world-influenced African à la carte menu (r) 6.00 

The Simpsons. Lisa rekindles her love of jazz when 

the family end up in New Orleans (r) (AD) 6.30 
Hollyoaks. A proposition from Felix takes Mercedes by 
surprise, while Darren turns to Scott for help (r) (AD) 


6.00am Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine. The broadcaster 
and guests discuss the issues of the day with co-host 
Storm Huntley 11.15 Storm Huntley. Debate on the day's 
talking points continues with Storm Huntley, who takes 
viewers calls on the biggest stories 12.40pm Alexis 
Conran. The actor, writer and broadcaster examines the 
important stories of the day, getting viewers’ opinions 
and views on them 1.40 5 News at Lunchtime 1.45 Home 
and Away. Rose and Mali come to an agreement. Irene 

and John turn heads. Felicity's nightmare is not over (r) 
(AD) 2.15 FILM: Joe Kidd (15, 1972) A bounty hunter 
hired by a greedy businessman to capture a Mexican rebel 
comes to question his employer's cruel methods. Western 
with Clint Eastwood, Robert Duvall and John Saxon 

4.00 FILM: Kelly's Heroes (PG, 1970) A rebellious 
American soldier, who was previously scapegoated for a 
failed infantry assault, fighting in occupied France learns 
from a captive German officer the whereabouts of a 
fortune in Nazi gold. Recruiting the aid of three fellow 
soldiers, he puts together a daring plan to get their 
hands on the bullion. Second World War adventure with 
Clint Eastwood, Telly Savalas and Donald Sutherland 
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HPM 10PM 9PM 8PM 7PM 


Late 


7.30 EastEnders Cindy arrives in Walford 
and tries to go unseen while she 
searches for Kathy, and the Knight’s 


celebrate Anna’s 21st birthday (AD) 


The Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo JJ Chalmers and Jennifer 
Reoch present coverage of the annual 
spectacular at Edinburgh Castle 
featuring an array of global talent led 
by the Massed Pipes and Drums 


8.00 


9.00 The Woman in the Wall Lorna has 
no intention of sleeping until she finds 
out what Aoife Cassidy knew. Colman 
identifies his murder suspect, but 
Lorna’s strange behaviour brings 


her to his attention (2/6) (AD) 
10.00 BBC News at Ten 


10.20 
10.30 


BBC Regional News and Weather 
Have | Got a Bit More News for 
You Gary Neville hosts an extended 
episode of the current-affairs quiz with 
the comedian Maisie Adam and the 
presenter Richard Madeley joining 
team captains Paul Merton and lan 
Hislop. Last in the series (r) 

Billie Eilish @ Reading & Leeds 
Festival 2023 Billie Eilish returns to 
Reading Festival, this time to headline 
the Main Stage East, where on a sunny 
afternoon in 2019, she drew arguably 
the biggest crowd of the weekend 


11.15 


12.25am-6.00 BBC News 


7.00 Chris and Meg's Wild Summer 
Chris Packham and Meg McCubbin go 
on a wildlife-watching road trip, 
beginning in Pembrokeshire (1/6) (r) 
Mastermind New series. Clive Myrie 
hosts, with questions on Drake, Agatha 
Christie's Poirot novels, Calvin and 


Hobbes cartoons, and Red Clydeside 


7.30 


8.00 Only Connect Victoria Coren Mitchell 
hosts another first-round match as the 
Mercians take on the Volunteers 

8.30 University Challenge Amol Rajan 
asks the questions as University of 


East Anglia takes on Strathclyde 


9.00 Murder Trial: The Disappearance 
of Renee and Andrew MacRae 
The trial of William MacDowell for the 
murders of Renee MacRae and her 
three-year-old son Andrew in 1976, 

a case that was one of Scotland's 
most notorious unsolved mysteries. 
See Viewing Guide (1/2) (AD) 

10.00 The Royle Family It's Sunday in the 
house of the couch-potato clan and 
Nana calls round (3/6) (r) (AD) 

Going in Style (12, 2017) Joe 
Harding, Willie Davis and Albert Garner 
are lifelong friends who have been 
swindled out of their pension money by 
a Brooklyn bank. So the seasoned pals 
decide to steal their cash back ina 
daring robbery. The director Zach 
Braff's remake of George Burns's 1979 
heist caper, starring Morgan Freeman, 
Michael Caine and Alan Arkin 


10.30 


12.00 Predator: The Secret Scandal of J-Pop 
Mobeen Azhar investigates the story of Japanese pop 
mogul Johnny Kitagawa, who died in 2019, and the 
allegations of sexual abuse by some of the boys in his 
talent agency (r) 1.00am Sign Zone: Countryfile (r) 
(SL) 1.55-2.55 Celebrity MasterChef (r) (AD, SL) 


7.30 Emmerdale Claudette and Victor have 
reconnected, and Charles is not happy. 
Mackenzie is relieved things seem 
okay. The pressure builds for Nate (AD) 

8.00 Coronation Street Sarah makes a 

discovery about Stephen and Gabrielle, 

Ed’s proposed building project throws 

Ronnie into a panic, and Paul’s naked 

ambition leaves Billy scandalised (AD) 


9.00 The Tower New series. DS Sarah 
Collins investigates a 25-year-old case 
in which a teenage girl disappeared, 
tracing the missteps of the last police 
investigation and making a fres 
discovery. Return of the crime thriller 
starring Gemma Whelan and Tahirah 
Sharif. See Viewing Guide (1/4) (AD) 


ITV News at Ten 
Run All Night (15, 2015) A hitman 
working for a longtime friend who has 
become head of a crime syndicate 
becomes disillusioned with his life and 
haunted by his past misdeeds. He is 
forced to turn against the syndicate 
and place himself in the firing line 
when he learns a hit has been ordered 
on his own estranged son. The director 
Jaume Collet-Serra’s action thriller, 
starring Liam Neeson, Ed Harris, Joel 
Kinnaman and Boyd Holbrook (AD) 


10.00 
10.15 


12.10am All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite Hard-hitting 
action (r) 1.50 Tipping Point. Quiz hosted by Ben 
Shephard (r) 2.40 The Chase. Quiz show hosted by 
Bradley Walsh (r) 3.30 Love Your Garden. Transforming a 
suburban plot in Hull (r) (AD, SL) 3.55 Unwind with ITV 
5.10-6.00 Ainsley's World Cup Flavours (r) (AD, SL) 


7.00 Channel 4 News 


7.30 Kirstie and Phil's Love It or List It: 
Brilliant Builds Kirstie Allsopp and 
Phil Spencer look back at editions 
featuring cluttered homes (1/3) (AD) 
8.00 A Cotswold Farmshop General 
manager Nuno tries to expand the 
pastry range with vegan options, 
while buyer Alex travels to Cinderhill 
Farm to discover how their popular 
sausage rolls are made (4/6) (AD) 


9.00 Top Guns: Inside the RAF Deploying 
for the first time, pilot Ben faces a 
life-or-death decision over Syria, while 
Lossiemouth’s station warrant officer 
prepares for one of the biggest events 


on the military calendar (2/6) (AD) 


10.00 A Very British Space Launch 
Documentary going behind the scenes 
at Anglo-American space company 
Virgin Orbit, from the establishment 
of Britain’s first ever space port, to the 
moment the first launch ended in 


disaster. See Viewing Guide (AD) 


11.05 Boobs Documentary exploring British 
women’s attitude to their own breasts 
with contributions from reality star 
Megan Barton-Hanson, artist Sophie 


Tea, and podcaster Jackie Adedeji (r) 


12.05am 24 Hours in A&E A patient with emphysema 
(r) (AD) 1.00 Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares USA (r) (SL) 
1.50 Couples Come Dine with Me (r) 2.45 Britain's Most 
Luxurious Hotels (r) (AD) 3.35 The Dog House (r) 

(AD) 4.30 Grand Designs (r) (AD) 5.25 Find It, Fix It, 
Flog It (r) 5.35-6.15 Superhero Tri 2023 (r) (AD, SL) 


Hear the stories behind 


Discover an array of engaging podcasts from our journalists and expert guests across news, 
politics, business, sport, lifestyle and more. 


7.00 Motorway Cops: Catching Britain's 
Speeders A PC has an emergency to 
deal with after a van wheel spins off 
strikes an oncoming car. A team hunt 
for a gang of ruthless burglars and in 
an attempt to escape, the men crash 
their car and flee on foot (8/8) (r) 
7.55 5 News Update 
8.00 Police Interceptors Officers pursue a 
silver van and a white Toyota believed 
to have been involved in a raid on a car 
hire firm, and the van rams the police 
car, while officers pull over a dirt 

bike rider who is cruising the 
pavements without a helmet 


9.00 Court Martial: Soldiers Behind 
Bars Staff deal with a detainee who 
has been caught after deserting more 
than 17 years ago, while the Royal 
Military Police react to a domestic 


violence incident. Last in the series 


10.00 Casualty 24/7: Every Second 
Counts An emergency nurse 
practitioner assesses a 78-year-old 
who has come to casualty after being 
bitten on the nose by a dog and may 


need reconstructive surgery (5/9) (r) 


11.05 Ambulance: Code Red A critical care 
paramedic is dispatched to the scene of 
a serious motorbike crash, and 
ambulance control receive an 
emergency call reporting a man 


collapsed in a churchyard (8/10) (r) 


12.05am Police Interceptors (r) 1.00 PlayOJO Live 
Casino Show 3.00 The Crucifixion Mystery (r) 3.50 
Cruising with Jane McDonald (r) (SL) 4.40 Wildlife SOS 
(r) (SL) 5.05 Divine Designs (r) (SL) 5.30 Entertainment 
News on 5 5.40 Milkshake! Monkey's Amazing 
Adventures (r) (SL) 5.45-6.00 Paw Patrol (r) (SL) 
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David Hockney: 


A Celebration 
Sky Arts, 9pm 


1 

1 

| 

i 
Melvyn Bragg has said | 
that of all the people he ' 
has interviewed in his | 
long and distinguished  : 
career, David Hockney | 
is the hardest-working. | 
This life-affirming film | 
is proof of that. The two | 
have communicateda  : 
lot over the decades 
and there is an ease to | 


Sky Max 


6.00am Highway Patrol (r) 8.00 Rob & Romesh 
vs Strongman (r) (AD) 9.00 Rob & Romesh vs 
West End (r) (AD) 10.00 Rob & Romesh vs 
estaurants — First Course (r) (AD) 11.00 

‘ob & Romesh vs Restaurants — Second Course 
(r) (AD) 12.00 Brassic. Comedy (r) (AD) 
7.00pm Brassic. Vinnie and the gang attend 

a murder mystery evening (r) (AD) 

8.00 Brassic. Vinnie discovers an elderly woman 
iving in the woods near his trailer (r) (AD) 
9.00 Brassic. Vinnie finds out Davey has 
incriminating evidence against Manolito (r) (AD) 
10.00 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. With Nova 
wins, Alex Brooker and Danny Jones (r) 

10.45 FILM: The Raid (18, 2011) 

A Swat team infiltrates a drug lord's lair in a 
tenement building only to walk into a trap, and 
must fight their way out. Action thriller with 

o Uwais and Joe Taslim. In Indonesian 
12.45am COBRA (r) (AD) 1.45 An Idiot Abroad 
(r) (AD) 2.40 NCIS: Los Angeles (r) 3.35 

‘oad Wars (r) 5.00 Highway Patrol (r) 


their exchanges which 
allows gentle, profound 
truths to emerge. 
Filmed over 12 months, 
with Hockney sporting 
bright yellow round 
spectacles and a badge 
that says “End 
Bossiness Soon", this 

is a definitive overview 
of an artist whose 
accessibility and 
apparent simplicity 

of style belie a 

rich complexity. 


¡A Very British 


Space Launch 
Channel 4, 10pm 


Ah well. Virgin 
Orbit's attempt to 
put Britain into the 
space race may have 
failed but noble failure 
is the British way, 
isn't it? And it makes 
for a sprightly and 
engaging film, which 
tells the story of 

the “Start Me Up” 


mission, from Virgin 
Orbit's arrival in 
Newquay until launch 
day. It charts the 
everyday dangers and 
challenges, from 
damaged rockets to 
power outages, 
hazardous tests and 
the excitement of 
launch night on 
January 9 this year, 
which gave way 

to resigned 
disappointment. 


Starstruck 
BBC3, 10pm/10.20pm 


1 [j 
1 | 
i i 
| Can Rose Matafeo’s i 
ı comedy about her I 
normie character | 
| Jessie's romance with — , 
| Nikesh Patel's ] 
| Hollywood star really | 
| be on series three? i 
Haven't these two | 
; sorted everything out; 
| by now? Well, they split | 
| and got back together | 
| at the end of series two, | 


and the answer is still 
no. After an opening 
montage that would 
make a Richard Curtis 
film seem hard-edged, 
darker notes emerge 
and they split again. 


Two years later, friends 


Ian and Kate are 
getting married, Rose 
has to do a speech and, 
yup, Tom is coming to 
the reception with his 
new girlfriend. And so 
it begins. Again. 


Sky Atlantic 


6.00am Richard E Grant's Hotel Secrets (r) (AD) 
8.00 Succession. Nine episodes of the drama 
starring Brian Cox and Jeremy Strong (r) (AD) 
7.20pm Succession. In the final episode of the 
drama, ahead of the GoJo board vote, Kendall 
and Shiv shore up their opposing interests and 
try to get a fix on Roman (10/10) (r) (AD) 
9.00 Winning Time: The Rise of the Lakers 
ynasty. Drama chronicling the professional 
and personal lives of the 1980s Los Angeles 
akers basketball team. Starring John C Reilly, 
Jason Clarke and Quincy Isaiah (4/7) (r) 

10.05 Euphoria. Rue pursues a new business 
venture as she helps forge a friendship between 
Jules and Elliot. Maddy considers getting 

ack together with Nate (3/8) (r) (AD) 

11.15 Billions. Connerty reconnects with 

a figure from his past (10/12) (r) (AD) 
12.20am Billions. Axe contemplates making a 
risky move (r) (AD) 1.30 In Treatment (r) 2.00 
as Boot (r) 3.05 Game of Thrones (r) (AD) 
4.10 Richard E Grant's Hotel Secrets (r) (AD) 


Sky Documentaries 


6.00am The Eighties (r) (AD) 7.00 Discovering: 
Robert Donat (r) 8.00 The Directors (r) 10.00 
UFO (r) (AD) 11.00 Ghislaine Maxwell: Epstein's 
Shadow (r) (AD) 12.00 The Directors (r) 
1.00pm On the Line: The Richard Williams Story 
(r) 2.50 FILM: Hitsville — The Making of 
Motown (12, 2019) The history and origins of 
Motown 5.00 FILM: The Beatles: Eight Days 
a Week — The Touring Years (12, 2016) 
Charting the band's time on the road 

7.00 UFO. Documentary (1/4) (r) (AD) 

8.00 Ghislaine Maxwell: Epstein's Shadow. 
Docuseries on the former socialite (1/3) (r) (AD) 
9.00 Williams & Mansell: Red 5 (r) (AD) 

10.50 FILM: Lennox — The Untold Story 
(15, 2020) The life story of the boxer (AD) 
12.50am FILM: In the Cold Dark Night 

(15, 2020) Examining the investigations into 


the murder of Timothy Coggins 2.40 FILM: 
Leftover Women (12, 2019) Documentary 
4.25 Premier League Legends (r) (AD) 

5.00 Discovering: Robert Donat (r) 


the stories 


Listen now via the QR code, on the Times Radio 
app or wherever you find your podcasts 


TalkTV 


6.00am Cristo 6.30 Kevin O'Sullivan. The host 
tackles the big stories of the day 9.30 Mike and 
ev. Mike Graham and Kevin O'Sullivan give 
their unique take on the front pages and the 
atest news 10.00 The Independent Republic of 
ike Graham. The host looks through the 
morning newspapers 1.00pm Peter Cardwell. 
Scouring the latest news from Parliament 
3.00 Alex Phillips 5.00 Vanessa Feltz. Big 
names, interviews, and viewers' thoughts 
7.00 Jeremy Kyle Live. The straight-talking 
ost takes on the issues that really matter 
8.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored. Rosanna 
ockwood stands in for Piers Morgan, including 
ive updates from the Trump court case 
9.00 The Talk. A panel of famous faces debate 
the hot topics everybody's talking about 
10.00 First Edition. An energetic 
ook at tomorrow's newspapers 
11.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored 
12.00 Petrie Hosken. Bringing the latest news 
stories overnight 1.00am Jeremy Kyle Live 
2.00 Alex Phillips 3.00 Piers Morgan 
Uncensored 4.00 The Talk 5.00 James Max. 
An initial insight into the day's top stories 


ITV2 


6.00am World's Funniest Videos 6.35 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records (SL) 7.00 Love 
Bites (AD, SL) 8.00 Dress to Impress (AD) 9.00 
Celebrity Supermarket Sweep (AD) 10.05 FILM: 
Bee Movie (U, 2007) Animated comedy with 
the voice of Jerry Seinfeld (AD) 12.00 Celebrity 
Dinner Date (AD) 1.00pm Family Fortunes 2.00 
Alan Carr's Epic Gameshow — Celebrity Special 
(AD) 3.00 Celebrity Catchphrase (AD) 4.00 In 
for a Penny (AD) 4.30 FILM: Smurfs — 

The Lost Village (U, 2017) Animated 
adventure with the voice of Demi Lovato (AD) 
6.15 FILM: Ice Age (U, 2002) Prehistoric 
animals help a human baby. Animated adventure 
with the voice of John Leguizamo (AD) 

8.00 FILM: No Time to Die (12, 2021) 
James Bond sets off on the trail of an enigmatic 
villain armed with lethal new technology. 

Action thriller starring Daniel Craig (AD) 

11.10 Family Guy (AD) 
11.40 American Dad! (AD) 
12.05am Family Guy (AD) 1.00 American Dad! 
(AD) 1.30 Shopping with Keith Lemon 2.00 
The Stand Up Sketch Show 3.00 Teleshopping 


BBC4 


7.00pm Great Coastal Railway Journeys. 
Michael Portillo sets off from Tynemouth 

on the first leg of a trip to Berwick 

7.30 Climbing Great Buildings. Jonathan Foyle 
and Lucy Creamer scale Lincoln Cathedral 

8.00 Digging for Britain. Alice Roberts and the 
team examine a Roman fort on Hadrian’s Wall, 
evidence of early writing by the Picts in 
Scotland, and a 3,000-year-old Bronze Age 
coffin buried under a golf course (6/6) 

9.00 Oceans Apart: Art and the Pacific with 
James Fox. Continuing his exploration of the 
collision of the West and Pacific culture, the art 
historian looks at how the West has created 

a vision of Polynesia as paradise (2/3) 

10.00 Royal History's Biggest Fibs with Lucy 
Worsley. How key moments in Britain's history 
have been manipulated and mythologised (1/3) 
11.00 Victorian Sensations. Philippa Perry 
explores ghosts, science and early cinema 

in the 1890s. Last in the series 

12.00 Berlin 1945 12.50am Great Coastal 
Railway Journeys 1.20 Climbing Great Buildings 
1.50 Digging for Britain 2.50-3.50 Royal 
History's Biggest Fibs with Lucy Worsley (SL) 


ITV3 


6.00am Classic Emmerdale 7.05 Classic 
Coronation Street (AD) 8.10 On the Buses 9.15 
Where the Heart Is (AD) 11.35 Heartbeat (AD) 
1.40pm Classic Emmerdale 2.45 Classic 
Coronation Street (AD) 3.50 A Touch of Frost. 
A body is discovered in the canal (AD) 
6.00 Heartbeat. A cheating man is murdered 
and Blaketon is the prime suspect (AD) 
7.00 Heartbeat. Bernie disappears (A 
8.00 Endeavour. Morse investigates an 
assassination attempt at an international 
sporting event, while Thursday tries to protect 
a woman from her violent husband (5/6) (AD) 
10.00 Stonehouse. Fact-based 1970s drama 
about Labour MP John Stonehouse, who hatched 
an outlandish plan to escape his troubles. 
Starring Matthew Macfadyen (1/3) (AD) 

11.15 Agatha Christie's Poirot. An actress 
witnesses the murder of a shady producer, 

only to become the number one suspect. 
Desperate to ensure she escapes prosecution, 
her fiancé asks Poirot to catch the killer (AD) 
12.15am Where the Heart Is (SL) 1.30 On the 
Buses 2.00 Unwind with ITV 2.30 Teleshopping 


Sky Arts 


6.00am The Pirates of Penzance 8.00 
Watercolour Challenge 9.00 Tales of the 
Unexpected (AD) 10.00 Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents 11.00 Discovering: Michael Caine 
12.00 The Joy of Painting 1.00pm Tales of the 
Unexpected (AD) 2.00 Watercolour Challenge 
3.00 FILM: The Bee Gees — How Can You 
Mend a Broken Heart (12, 2020) The history 
of the group 5.00 Bee Gees: One Night Only 
7.00 The Joy of Painting. A cabin in a woods 
7.30 The Joy of Painting. A bubbling brook 
8.00 Elvis Presley: A Legend in Concert 

9.00 David Hockney: A Celebration. 

A profile of the artist. See Viewing Guide 

10.30 David Hockney: In Normandy. The artist 
chats to Melvyn Bragg about his life and work 
11.30 The Art of Architecture 

12.30am FILM: Burning Man — Art on Fire 
(15, 2020) Documentary offering an insight 
into the art at the centre of the event (AD) 1.50 
Christina Hendricks: Off Camera 3.10 National 
Trust: Garden Treasures (AD) 4.30 Auction 


Sky Main Event 


6.00am Sky Sports News. Round-up of the 
sports news 7.00 Good Morning Sports Fans 
8.00 Good Morning Sports Fans 9.00 Good 
Morning Transfers 10.00 The Football Show 
11.00 The Football Show 11.30 Ref Watch. 

The Sky Sports team look back over some of the 
big refereeing decisions 12.00 The Football 
Show. The latest sports news 1.00pm Transfer 
Talk. Discussion of the latest transfer news 2.00 
Transfer Centre 3.00 Live US Open Tennis. 
Coverage of day one from Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Centre at Flushing Meadows in 
New York, featuring matches in the first round 
12.00 Live US Open Tennis. Further coverage of 
day one from Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Centre at Flushing Meadows in New York, 
featuring matches in the first round 2.30am 
Live US Open Tennis. Continued coverage of day 
one from Billie Jean King National Tennis Centre 
at Flushing Meadows in New York, featuring 
matches in the first round 5.30 US Open Tennis 
Classic Matches. The 1985 men’s singles final 


Kl AUDIO 


Talking Pictures 


6.00am FILM: D.O.A. (Dead on Arrival) 
(PG, 1950) Thriller starring Edmond O'Brien 
(b/w) 7.40 FILM: Love In Pawn (PG, 1953) 
Comedy starring Barbara Kelly 9.15 FILM: 
The Escape Artist (PG, 1982) Crime comedy 
starring Griffin O'Neal 11.05 FILM: Be My 
Guest (U, 1965) Drama with David Hemmings 
12.45pm FILM: The Weapon (PG, 1956) 
hriller starring Steve Cochran (b/w) 2.30 
Crown Court 3.00 FILM: Sea of Sand (U, 
1958) Second World War adventure starring 
ichard Attenborough (b/w) 5.00 FILM: The 
London Nobody Knows (U, 1969) A guide 
to some of the city’s less well-known areas 
6.00 The Footage Detectives 

7.00 FILM: The Blue Lamp (PG, 1949) 
olice drama starring Jack Warner (b/w) 

8.45 FILM: The Man with the Golden Arm 
(15, 1956) Drama starring Frank Sinatra (b/w) 
11.15 FILM: The Offence (15, 1973) 

rama starring Sean Connery and lan 

Bannen. See Viewing Guide 

1.25am Grushko: Russian Roulette 4.35 
FILM: The Frightened Man (PG, 1952) 
Crime drama starring Dermot Walsh (b/w) 


ITVA 


6.00am The Derby Through the Years 6.20 
Minder (AD, SL) 7.20 The Professionals (AD, 
SL) 8.25 The Champions 9.30 FILM: 
Groundhog Day (PG, 1993) Comedy starring 
Bill Murray (AD) 11.35 FILM: Chisum (PG, 
1970) Western starring John Wayne 1.55pm 
FILM: The War Wagon (U, 1967) Western 
starring John Wayne and Kirk Douglas (AD) 4.00 
FILM: Red River (U, 1948) Western starring 
John Wayne and Montgomery Clift (b/w) 

6.45 FILM: The Alamo (PG, 1960) A small 
Texan volunteer force is charged with holding off 
a 7,000-strong invading Mexican army. Western 
directed by and starring John Wayne (AD) 
10.00 FILM: The Taking of Pelham 123 (15, 
2009) Criminals hijack a crowded New York 
subway train and threaten to kill the passengers 
unless they are paid $10million. Thriller remake 
with Denzel Washington and John Travolta (AD) 
12.10am FILM: Lucy (15, 2014) A kidnapped 
courier seeks revenge after a drug gives her 
superhuman abilities. Sci-fi thriller starring 
Scarlett Johansson (AD) 2.00 Motorsport UK. 
Action from Oulton Park 3.00 Teleshopping 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


Know your times 


Film4 


11.00am The Cat in the Hat (PG, 2003) 
Comedy fantasy starring Mike Myers 12.40pm 
Junior (PG, 1994) Comedy starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 2.50 Oppenheimer Interview 
Special 2.55 Puss in Boots (U, 2011) 
Animated comedy spin-off with the voice of 
Antonio Banderas (AD) 4.40 School of Rock 
(PG, 2003) A slob poses as a supply teacher 
and moulds his pupils into a new rock group. 
Comedy with Jack Black and Joan Cusack (AD) 
6.55 Men in Black 3 (PG, 2012) A secret 
agent goes back in time and teams up with a 
young version of his mentor to stop an alien 
changing history. Sci-fi comedy sequel 

starring Will Smith and Josh Brolin (AD) 

9.00 Titanic (12, 1997) A society girl falls in 
love with a penniless artist during the liner's 
ill-fated voyage. James Cameron's romantic 
drama starring Kate Winslet, Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Billy Zane and Kathy Bates (AD) 
12.50am-3.45 Cast Away (12, 2000) 

A courier service manager is forced to fend for 
himself when a plane crash leaves him stranded 
alone for years on a desert island. Adventure 
drama starring Tom Hanks and Helen Hunt 


Drama 


6.00am Teleshopping 7.10 Pie in the Sky 8.00 
Doctors 9.15 Classic Holby City 10.35 Casualty 
11.40 The Bill 12.50pm Classic EastEnders 
2.05 One Foot in the Grave 2.45 FILM: 

The Fourth Protocol (15, 1987) A British 
agent investigates a KGB plot to smuggle a 
nuclear bomb into Britain. Cold War thriller 
starring Michael Caine and Pierce Brosnan 

5.20 Miss Marple. A film star throws a summer 
garden party for the entire village of St Mary 
Mead — where one of her fans drinks a poisoned 
cocktail and promptly drops dead. (AD) 

8.00 The Brokenwood Mysteries. An all-women 
motorcycle club visits for the wedding of one of 
its members, but a murder casts suspicion 
amongst its ranks. Starring Neill Rea (AD) 
10.00 New Tricks. The team reinvestigates a 
recent rape linked to two unsolved attacks at 

a factory 10 years previously (4/10) (AD) 
11.20 Silent Witness. The apparent suicide of 
a DJ leads Nikki to question her judgment in a 
strikingly similar case from her past (AD) 
1.40am Detectorists. Comedy (AD) 2.20 
Classic Holby City (SL) 4.00 Teleshopping 


Tim Dunn and Siddy Holloway 


More4 


8.55am Kirstie’s House of Craft 9.15 A Place in 
the Sun 10.05 A New Life in the Sun 11.05 Find 
It, Fix It, Flog It (AD) 1.10pm Heir Hunters 
2.10 Four in a Bed 4.50 Kirstie and Phil's Love 
It or List It (AD) 5.50 The Secret Life of the Zoo. 
A young meerkat couple become parents (AD) 
6.55 The Dog House. Documentary set 

inside Woodgreen animal charity (AD) 

7.55 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud follows a 
project to build a miniature Hollywood Hills- 
style mansion in north London (2/12) (AD) 

9.00 Remarkable Places to Eat. Fred Sirieix 
explores south Devon with Angela Hartnett, 
visiting a restaurant in Dartmouth serving 

some of the UK's finest seafood (AD) 
10.00 World's Most Secret Hotels. More hidden 
hotels are revealed in Uruguay, Sweden, 
Scotland, Oman and the Netherlands (4/6) (AD) 
11.05 24 Hours in A&E. A 23-year-old 
groom-to-be is examined following an epileptic 
seizure lasting most of the night (3/8) (AD) 
12.10am Emergency Helicopter Medics: 
Motorbike Crash Emergencies (AD) 1.15 

999: On the Front Line 2.20 24 Hours in 

AGE (AD) 3.20-3.50 A Place in the Sun 


Yesterday 


6.10am Train Truckers 8.00 Abandoned 
Engineering (AD) 10.00 WW2 — Battles for 
Europe 11.00 Adolf Hitler’s War 12.00 Great 
Continental Railway Journeys 1.00pm Antiques 
Roadshow 2.00 Bangers & Cash (AD) 4.00 Adolf 
Hitler's War 5.00 WW2 — Battles for Europe 
6.00 Great British Railway Journeys 

7.00 Bangers & Cash. A Chevy Corvette that 
started its journey in Saudi Arabia makes its 
way to Thornton le Dale for the sale (7/10) 
8.00 Hornby: A Model World. The model- 
making company opens its doors (AD) 

9.00 Secrets of the London Underground. 
iscover the 
hidden corners of Shepherd's Bush (AD) 

10.00 Bangers & Cash. Paul is picking up 

a stunning 1961 Vauxhall Cresta (AD) 

11.00 Abandoned Engineering. A now-silent site 
that played a pivotal role defending the USA 
through the 20th century (6/11) (AD) 

12.00 Great British Railway Journeys 1.00am 


Train Truckers. Moving a classical but abandoned 


63-year-old, 70-tonne locomotive 2.00 
Forbidden History (AD) 3.00 Teleshopping 


Film The Offence 
Talking Pictures TV, 1115pm 


[j 

! 

| Sean Connery plays a 

ı policeman whose mind 
| has been polluted by 

; the horrors witnessed 

| in his career in Sidney 
| Lumet’s adaptation of 

ı John Hopkins’s play. 

| Shot in Bracknell, 

| Berkshire, Lumet's 

! camera seeks out the 

| bleakest, most blighted 
ı corners. (15, 1973) 


Variations 


BBC1N Ireland 

As BBC1 except: 10.30pm Community Life 
Appeal. An appeal on behalf of Aware 10.35 
Have | Got a Bit More News for You. Gary 
eville hosts. Last in the series (r) 11.20 
Billie Eilish @ Reading & Leeds Festival 
2023 12.30am-6.00 BBC News 


BBC1 Scotland 

As BBC1 except: 6.50pm Rip Off Britain: 
Holidays. The passengers whose drunken 
ehaviour caused problems for fellow travellers 
(r) 7.20-7.30 Beechgrove Repotted (r) 11.15 
Sportscene: SWPL Highlights. Action from the 
atest fixtures (r) 12.00 Billie Eilish @ Reading 
& Leeds Festival 2023 1.05am Weather for 
the Week Ahead 1.10-6.00 BBC News 


BBC1 Wales 
As BBC1 except: 10.30pm Steeltown Murders: 
Hunting a Serial Killer. The story of the police 
investigation into the 1973 murders of three 
teenage girls (r) 11.30 Billie Eilish @ Reading 
& Leeds Festival 2023. Billie Eilish returns to 
eading Festival, this time to headline the 

lain Stage East 12.35am-6.00 BBC News 


BBC2 N Ireland 
As BBC2 except: 10.00pm-10.30 Peataí! 
ew series. Vet Ellen meets a cat who 
may need to shed a few pounds (1/4) 


STV 
As ITV1 except: 3.55am-5.10 Night Vision 


BBC Scotland 

2.00pm Sign Zone: Beechgrove Garden (r) 
2.30 Sign Zone: Return to Uist (r) (AD) 
3.00-4.00 Sign Zone: Island Crossings (r) 
7.00 Sportscene: SWPL Highlights 7.45 
Sportscene Goals* 8.00 This Farming Life 
9.00 The Nine 10.00 The Agency: Unfiltered 
(r) (AD) 11.00 Burnistoun (r) 11.30-12.00 
My Husband the MMA Fighter (r) (AD) 


BBC Alba 

6.00am Alba Today 5.00pm Treubh an 
Tuathanais (Big Barn Farm) (r) 5.15 Su Pic 
(Peek Zoo) (r) 5.25 AH-AH/No-No (r) 5.35 Pip 
& Posy 5.45 Rita is Crogall (r) 5.50 Meaban is 
Moo (r) 5.55 Stoiridh 6.00 Port Paipeir (r) 
6.10 Damhan & Durrag/Pipas & Douglas (r) 
6.15 Alba Eagalach (r) 6.25 Bogaisean is 
Gumbalan/Bottersnikes and Gumbles 6.35 
Geamaichean Gorach (r) 6.40 Na Dana-thursan 
aig Tintin/The Adventures of Tintin (r) 

7.00 An Solas Buan (Lighthouses of Scotland). 
Last in the series (r) 7.30 SpeakGaelic (r) 8.00 
An Là (News) 8.15 The Cutter (r) 8.30 Rum Gu 
Rum, Le Erica (r) 9.00 Trusadh: Clann an 
Taigh-sgoile/Children of the Schoolhouse 
10.00 Bannan (The Ties That Bind) (r) 10.35 
lul a’ Chiùil (The Musical Path) (r) 11.35 
Binneas (r) 12.00-6.00am Alba Today 


S4C 

6.00am Cyw: Blociau Rhif (r) 6.05 Jen a Jim 
a'r Cywiadur (r) 6.20 Octonots (r) 6.35 
Shwshaswyn (r) 6.45 Sigldigwt (r) 7.00 Timpo 
(r) 7.10 Tomos a'i Ffrindiau 7.20 Misho (r) 
7.30 Crawc a'i Ffrindiau 7.45 Byd Tad-Cu 8.00 
Sali Mali (r) 8.05 Digbi Draig (r) 8.20 Dathlu 
"Da Dona (r) 8.35 Twt (r) 8.45 Asra (r) 9.00 
Anifeiliaid Bach y Byd (r) 9.10 Cymylaubychain 
(r) 9.20 Ein Byd Bach Ni (r) 9.30 Patrôl 
Pawennau (r) 9.45 Deian a Loli (r) 10.00 0g y 
Draenog Hapus (r) 10.10 Halibalw (r) 10.20 
Patrôl Pawennau (r) 10.35 Do Re Mi Dona (r) 
10.50 Anifeiliaid Bach y Byd (r) 11.00 Odo (r) 
11.10 Pablo (r) 11.20 Babi Ni (r) 11.30 Sion y 
Chef (r) 11.45 Ahoi! (r) 12.00 Adre (r) 
12.30pm Heno (r) 1.00 Ceffylau Cymru (r) 
1.30 Pen/Campwyr (r) 2.00 News; Weather 
2.05 Prynhawn Da 3.00 News; Weather 3.05 
Canu gyda Fy Arwr (r) (AD) 4.00 Awr Fawr: 
ablo (r) 4.10 Anifeiliaid Bach y Byd (r) 4.20 
Og y Draenog Hapus (r) 4.30 Sion y Chef (r) 
4.45 Kim a Cêt a Twrch (r) 5.00 Stwnsh: 
Bernard (r) 5.05 Dennis a Dannedd (r) 5.20 
Chwarter Call (r) 5.35 Dyffryn Mwmin 5.55 
arfa (r) 6.00 Cymry ar Gynfas (r) 6.30 Garejis: 
an y Bonet (r) (AD) 6.57 News 7.00 Heno 
7.45 News; Weather 8.00 Cegin Bryn: Y 
osbarth Meistr (r) 8.25 Garddio a Mwy 8.55 
jews; Weather 9.00 Ffermio 9.30 Seiclo: 
Vuelta a España. Action from stage three 
10.00 Sgorio 10.30 Cranogwen gyda Ffion 
Hague (r) 11.30-12.05am Y Llinell Las (r) 
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MindGames 


General Knowledge Crossword wo 196 


Codeword wo 4991 
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Across 
1 Ground largely remaining at 
subzero temperatures (10) 

6 Tom-tom or tambour, eg (4) 
10 Small monkey with emperor 
and cotton-top species (7) 

11 Marvel superhero portrayed 
by Robert Downey Jr on 
screen (4,3) 

Golfing feat typically 

achieved by scoring an eagle 

on a par three (4,2,3) 

--- Grey-Thompson, former 

Paralympic athlete granted 

a life peerage in 2010 (5) 

Fruit used as an ingredient 

in the paste tapenade (5) 

15 Paul ---, actor who played 
Jim Hacker in Yes Minister (9) 

17 Virtuoso Italian conductor 
(1867-1957) (9) 

20 Jodie ---, Liverpudlian winner 
of Tony and Olivier awards 
for her role in Prima Facie (5) 


12 


13 


14 


Last week’s solution 
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KenKen Easy No 5983 
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21 Ed ---, US hurdler who went 
unbeaten for nearly a decade 
in the 1970s and 80s (5) 

23 Image or symbol representing 
a word or phrase (9) 

25 Manchester band led by the 
mercurial Mark E Smith (3,4) 

26 Tequila and absinthe, eg (7) 

27 The vitellus of an egg (4) 

28 British director of Tommy 
and Women in Love (3,7) 


Down 

1 Dark oily substance left by 
the distillation of tars (5) 

2 1706 battle won by the Duke of 
Marlborough over France (9) 

3 RAF rank equivalent to rear 
admiral in the navy (3,4-7) 

4 Author of the children’s classic 
Swallows and Amazons (7) 

5 Fixed regular sum paid to 
a cleric or public official (7) 

7 Japanese dish of thin noodles 
served in a broth (5) 

8 Honorary Catholic title (9) 

9 Wafers cracked open to reveal 
a motto or prophecy (77) 

14 Profession involving eye testing 
and lens prescription (9) 

16 Hollywood star who recently 
appeared in his seventh 
Mission: Impossible film (3,6) 

18 Change in the momentum 
of a body in physics (7) 

19 Cutting or slicing tooth (7) 

22 Alloy of carbon and iron (5) 

24 Second-largest city of Iraq (5) 


a 
z 
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Futoshiki no 4551 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 [ti 12 13 


Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday's solution, right 


Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm). 


Lexica No 7021 No 7022 


POTLTIEH e743 PETHTEPETHIN 
7 * 
e 
t = 
^ - 
- ‘i 
= - 
METETE 


Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters 


O:»:0 


Kakuro No 


LLLI LJ 0L] 


€ PUZZLER MEDIA 


Train Tracks No 2025 


3 4 4 6 5 2 6 5 


Lay tracks to 
enable the 
train to travel 
from village A 
to village B. 
The numbers 
indicate how 
many sections 
of track go in 
each row and 
column. There 
are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself. 


Bb A N OND oo o 


Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only 


Challenge 
your mind 
with puzzle 
books from 


1Fool expected to hug Penny (4) The Times 


2Have a meal around six? 
Delightful! (6) 


THE ADA TIMES 


zem 


Su Doku 


EHE 


General tanwledpe 


5 Reprimand actors with initially 
inadequate attendance (9) 


AI|A | A|[B CID D , B 
IL TIN IN PP thetimes.co.uk/ 
SISISITIT U|V bookshop 

nning Mov 

White to play. 


This position is from 
Munkhzul-Buksa, 
FIDE World Cup 


a AR 
TE ow E At 
k 1 Y Women, Baku 2023. 


Y 


in Baku. Elsewhere in 


GX 


5 A EN; 24 year old Alexand 
MAS eed ed 
4 Ui, ^» UY won the FIDE Women’s 
3 Y, Y) Y) it World Cup this month 
7 

1 


Uy, the event, Black’s king 
Y Y Y is very cramped here. 
TES How did White finish 
abcdefgh off 


Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 


only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 


o D»n«nm 
oood 


vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once ina 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares. 


All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol. 


© 2010 KENKEN PUZZLE & TM NEXTOY. DIST. BY UFS, INC. WWW.KENKEN.COM 


OO LJ L1 O 
> COO LIBI 


Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it. 
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15 


MindGames 


times2 Crossword wo 930 


Across 
1 Eye lasciviously (4) 
4 Automobile (8) 
8 Martial arts weapon (8) 
9 Computer options list (4) 
10 Large US state (5) 
11 Suspend (a court session) (7) 
13 Skin condition (6) 
15 Raised design style (6) 


Solution to Crossword 9306 
ERIN 
S 
U 
| 


18 Bureaucracy (3,4) 

20 Exclude, prohibit (5) 

23 Loosen (a fastening) (4) 

24 Greek stringed instrument (8) 
25 State of being tidy (8) 

26 Amphibian (4) 


Down 
2 Fine mesh (5) 
3 Part of a country surrounded 
by foreign territory (7) 
4 Carnivore’s food (4) 
5 Sounding like a storm (8) 
6 Shakespearean lover (5) 
7 Grand National course (7) 
10 Definite article (3) 
12 Physical, concrete (8) 
14 Remove dirt from (7) 
16 Become supine (3,4) 
17 In favour of (3) 
19 Salmon-like fish (5) 
21 Misaligned (5) 
22 Cat (4) 


Need help with today's puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm). 


Bridge Andrew Robson 


Ever since Zia Mahmood leapt 
onto the world stage in 1981, cata- 
pulting his native Pakistan into the 
final of the world championships, 
top-level bridge has not been the 
same. His brilliance at the table, and 
charisma at and away from it, 
ensures theres never a dull moment 
at a tournament in which he is com- 
peting (and there are plenty — his 
appetite is undimmed). 

I loved Zias book Bridge My 
Way, written 30 years ago. But his 
second book, Bridge, a Love Story 
(2023) is on another level — truly 
his magum opus, where he bares 
his soul. Its funny, poignant, 
insightful and also very instructive. 

Take Zia’s acronym REAP (“For 
whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap”) to help you find 
the best opening lead. 

R - Review the bidding. A stand- 
out lead on one auction may be 
your last choice on another. 

E - Envisage the opponents’ 
hands; especially their shapes. 
Especially in Notrumps, try to 
count their likely tricks. 

A - Active lead required? Is declarer 
headed for victory if we do nothing? 

P - Passive lead required? 
Perhaps, if we avoid giving a trick 
on lead, declarer will fall short. 

Take this deal (in the book) from 
the world championships in 2007. 

West, our hero, reviews the bid- 
ding. With his partner rating to hold 
very little, perhaps two or three 
points, West can count declarer for 
six diamond tricks and the aces of 
clubs and hearts; thats eight. If 
West leads the knee-jerk queen of 
spades, he is handing declarer a 
ninth trick. If he goes super-pas- 


Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither 


^72 
Y AJ1075 
$463 
2363 
AAQII63 ~N 
yK4 Wee 
984 
K104 


Teams 


4105 
Y 98632 
$5 
40975 


S 
^K84 
YQ 
4 KQ10972 
*+A82 


Brain Trainer 


m 
ul 
1b " 1b s E a 
54| oir 12/ x3 +1 onl 7 x3 | -6 orir E 
< 
m 
1 Y, = 15 = % 
108 ak x4 | +64) ogi, | ~89 oem x2 -% ont E 
< 
i 
HARDER Y K] SQUARE + 448 x4 |-566 ae +847 ae +185 x2 E 
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From these letters, make words of 

three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 

in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 12 words, average; 

16, good; 21, very good; 27, excellent 


Saturday's answers 

eleven, elven, elver, engulf, feel, feeler, 
ferule, flee, fleer, flue, fuel, furl, glee, 
glen, glue, gruel, gulf, leer, levee, lever, 
luge, lune, lung, lunge, lure, reel, refuel, 


relevé, revel, revengeful, rule, unreel, 


vengeful, venule 


Killer Gentle No 90 


Cell Blocks no 4874 
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Divide the grid 
into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it. 


Set Square No 3513 


7 


1 =63 


x 
N 


2 +x 
x =| |=43 

DO OTE 
E x T =10 


2 17 20 


Please note, BODMAS does not apply 


Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We've 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom. 


S W(Zia) N E 


14 24 (1D) Dbl(2) 
34 Pass 34 (3) 
3NT End 
(1) About 12-16 and a good six-card suit. [I 
prefer Weak, as | think does Zia these days.] 
(2) Negative, promising hearts. 
(3) Asking for a spade stopper for 3NT. 


Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ? 


Pass 
Pass 


sive and leads a diamond, declarer 
can surely set up a second trick in 
either hearts or clubs. 

Zia realises he must attack. 
Given that dummy has shown 
hearts and that Wests clubs are 
better than his hearts, Zia chooses a 
club. And if you are leading a club, 
it must be right to lead the king — 
to create an entry for partner, make 
discarding on the diamonds easier 
and cause obfuscation. 

Zia led the king of clubs. Declarer 
won the ace and, presuming West 
held the queen, tried to make his 
ninth trick by leading towards 
dummy’s jack. And now the 
proverbial house of cards fell down. 

Bridge, a Love Story (self-pub- 
lished) can be bought via 
andrewrobsonbridgestore.com/shop 

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk 


Sudoku 14,280 


Futoshiki 4550 


Quick Cryptic 2469 Codeword 4990 Kakuro 3509 
L|Hajulo! YSC 9|7| go opp 
Amun Nun 4|8/3| [6897513 
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OUR JET 7 218 
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SMABR ir 97 11214 (3/1 
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Lexica 7019 


1|<[4 5]>|3 


5| [3] [2> 


v 


4 1 3|>|2 


2 5 1 4 


3 2 4 5 


N 


Ao c|[m|o|2|[mo s 
comas moon 


najajyujo ||| 
oo o|-2|5|w|- 00m 
ce 2| o|o|5mwo 


SMOC 


As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 


lines, a digit cannot be repeated. 


Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today's 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm). 


20jon o jo [Un 
xa jaj 0 mijo wo 
M o|o|o|o o|2 q 
o 2|o|«m|5|o|m a 
amo a mu |o 
o lalo no 00 


Psychophily (a) Pollination 
of flowers by butterflies 
(Collins) 

Comedogenic (b) Causing 
blackhead spots (Chambers) 
Puckerow (c) To seize or lay 
hold of (military slang) (OED) 
Chess — Winning Move 

1 Nh6! creates a big threat 
of 2 Nf7 mate. There is no 
good defence as 1 ... Re8 
runs into 2 Rf8+ and 1... 
gxh6 allows 2 Qxg8+ Kxg8 
3 e8Q+ Kg7 4 Qf8+ Kg6 5 
Qf5+ Kg7 6 Qg4+ Ng5 

7 h4 winning the knight 


Today's solutions 


Concise Cryptic Suko 3892 Brain 
Quintagram Quintagram , Trainer 
lLoosen 1 Dupe || Easy 76 

2 Pucker 2 Divine Medium 679 
3 Limber 3 Sinbad Harder 7,030 
4 Thumbs 4 Pianist 

5 Upending 5 Castigate 

Word watch Quiz 


1 France 2 Battle of Britain 
3 Lord of the Flies 

4 EastEnders 5 Paris, as in 
Charles de Gaulle, Le Bourget 
and Orly 6 Inuit 

7 Joseph Smith (Jr) 

8 Wallace Collection 

9 Buster Keaton 10 Moldova 
11 Mo Hayder, real name 
Beatrice Clare Dunkel 

12 Vestey family 13 The 
Androids 14 The Football 
Association 15 Beaver 


THE 


Word watch 
David Parfitt 


Psychophily 
a Pollination of flowers 


Sudoku Easy No 14,281 


cult No 14,282 


MindGames 


28.08.23 


For extra 
puzzles 


See page 10 


Fiendish No 14,283 


by butterflies 
b A love of brain-teasers 


and puzzles 
c Mind-reading 


Comedogenic 
a Having humorous 
consequences 


b Causing blackhead 
spots 
c Of the universe's 


creation 


Puckerow 
a A punch to the mouth 
b A cowboy 


c To seize or lay hold of 


Answers on page 15 


The Times Daily 


1 Formed in 1791, the 
Gendarmerie nationale 
is a law enforcement 
agency of which 
country? 


e 


2 John Hemingway 
(b 1919) is the last 
known living pilot of 
which 1940 air battle? 


| 

| 

| 

| 

I 

| 

| 

I 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

3 Which debut novel by | 
William Golding took | 
its title from the Biblical | 
demon Beelzebub? 1 
| 

4 Which TV soap i 
began in 1985 with the | 
discovery of Reg Cox f 
dying in his flat? I 
| 

| 

| 

l 

| 

i 

I 

| 

| 

I 


5 Which capital city is 
served by airports with 
the Iata codes CDG, 
LBG and ORY? 


6 Igloos are associated 
mainly with which 


people of the Canadian 
Arctic? 


7 Praise to the Man is a 
poem written as a 
tribute to which founder 
of Mormonism? 


8 The Swing by 
Fragonard and Rubens’s 
Rainbow Landscape 

are paintings in which 


IZ Olav Bjortomt 


cinema”? 


republic? 


ptic No 2470 by Myles 


London museum? 


9 Orson Welles called 
which silent movie star 
“the greatest of all the 
clowns in the history of 


10 In 2020, Maia Sandu 
became the president 
of which former Soviet 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 


11 Which crime author, 
who died in 2021, 
created the troubled 
detective DI Jack 
Caffery? 


12 Phillip Knightley 
revealed how which 
family, the world’s 
biggest meat retailers, 
avoided taxation for six 
decades? 


13 Which Australian 
rock band released the 
2002 single Do It with 
Madonna? 


14 In 2019, Mark 
Bullingham was named 
chief executive officer of 
which governing body? 


15 The North American 
species of which rodent 
is pictured? 


Answers on page 15 


Across 


Deadlock contributing to 
mistrust and offence (5-3) 
Trick of role reversal (4) 

Get over being in a bad mood 


Go through quickly and knock 
down on the way (3,4) 

Unlike ministers, prepare (3) 
Fair quality that makes things 
easy to convey (9) 

Type of music that’s good with 
aaa backing around 

6 

How to cross range for major 
operation (6) 

Transport worker that helps 
cope with lightning strike (9) 
Is able to preserve French 
resort, we hear (3) 

Receives inside information 
back — something to save for 
later (4,3) 

Form of communication that’s 
short, time after time (5) 

One may run, producing 
narrow margin of victory (4) 


Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct 


For interactive puzzles visit 
thetimes.co.uk 


23 Very little loud noise when 
multiple deliveries happen 
(4,4) 

Down 

1 Modify recusal not based on 
religion (7) 

2 Work in a US city is torture (5) 

3 Criticize appeal with certain 
irritation (11) 

4 (9 a long period, scavenge 


6 Iarrive, wrecked, in popular 
seaside area (7) 
Is under average for capital (5) 

10 Practical details in the form of 
witty rhymes (5-6) 

14 Good sense I displayed 
differently in first book (7) 

16 Holy place can and must 
change (7) 

17 Little time put into piece of 
Greek text, hence bad mark (6) 

18 Clergyman authenticated 
collection of sacred works (5) 

19 Firm belief of Conservative 
about party (5) 


Fridays solution on page 15 
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$ 
Waisky 


Worth 
toasting 


The world of whisky cask buying awaits. 
Whisky Partners are passionate about 
sourcing casks from diverse distilleries to 
help you craft the perfect collection. 


Think of whisky casks as a unique addition 
to your investment portfolio; they not only 
show steady performance but also offer 
protection unlike traditional financial assets.* 


SCAN HERE 
for a free 
whisky casks 


feefo°° 


4.8/5 kkkk* 


Call 020 8154 5219 


Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-6:30pm 


t The value of cask investment can down as well as 
up. We recommend seeking financial advice before 
investing. Whisky Partners is the trading name of 
Blackford Casks Ltd (reg no 12348943) 134/136 
Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W 9SA. 
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VAS ; Macho culture 
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| m | sport's time warp 
All the action from the weekend Gi j 
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Rampant Nuñez 
turns game - and 
career - around 


C 
2 


Núñez 81, 90+3 


A 


I 


Gordon 25 


POSSESSION 
EH 


SHOTS ON TARGET 
SSS 

FOULS 
E [mmm] 


HENRY 
WINTER 


Chief Football Writer 
At St James' Park 


Even down a goal after 25 minutes, 
Liverpool never gave up. Even down 
to 10 men after 28 minutes, Liverpool 
never let their hunger or commitment 
levels drop. Jürgen Klopp, a mixture 
of fire and ice, shushing Eddie Howe's 
staff and plotting their downfall, 
never stopped believing in victory, 
however improbable. Klopps 
attacking changes unnerved 
Newcastle United, especially the 
introduction of Darwin Núñez who 
not only turned Howe's defenders 
inside out but turned this game 
around and probably turned his 
career around. 

Núñez's two late goals, an equaliser 
after 81 minutes and winner three 
minutes into the five added on, will 
surely act like adrenaline on his 
confidence. If the 24-year-old 
Uruguayan’s faith in his abilities ever 
fades, he can always remember this. 
Núñez will always have Newcastle. He 
will always have the memory of 
charging down the inside-right 
channel towards the Leazes End, his 
supporters peering down from on 
high, willing him to score. Liverpool 
fans have always had Núñez's back 
and he paid them back here. 

Those two goals from nine touches 
in 20 minutes may just have proved 
Núñez can be the goalscoring target- 
man Liverpool crave. Looking at the 
assured way the No9 finished, fast 
and unstoppable from right to left, 
lightning striking twice, it was strange 
to consider that Núñez has been so 
questioned. He was too strong for 
Sven Botman for his first. He was too 
quick for Dan Burn for his second. He 
was too clinical for Nick Pope, 
despatching shots on the run almost 
stirring echoes of Fernando Torres. 

Not all teams will leave space 
behind their defence for Núñez to run 
into. Not all opponents will gift them 
the initiative as Newcastle did when 


HOW THEY STAND 


a 


Man City 


West Ham 


Tottenham 


Liverpool 
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Man Utd 


Brentford 


Chelsea 


Crystal Palace 


Fulham 


| Referee J Brooks. 


Newcastle 


Nott'm Forest 


Wolves 


Bournemouth 


Sheff Utd 


Burnley 


Luton 
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Everton 


removing the outstanding Anthony 
Gordon with 18 minutes remaining. 
Gordon was unplayable for periods, 
and Trent Alexander-Arnold could 
easily have been dismissed early on 
such was his discomfort. Harvey 
Barnes, a talented understudy, came 
on for Gordon but needed time to 
pick up the pace, and the tide was 
quickly turning Liverpool's way. 
Newcastle were not helped by cracks 
to their spine with Botman departing 
with an ankle problem and Joelinton 
with a knee issue. 

Newcastle’s bench has been 
strengthened, but something in their 
mindset rippled with doubt, such a 
contrast to Liverpool's 10 men. Howe 
and his players simply could not 
respond to Klopps second-half 
changes, not only Nüfiez, but Diogo 
Jota took the game to Newcastle, 
Harvey Elliott brought bite and steel 
to midfield while Jarell Quansah 
brought commendable poise to centre 
back. He's only 20, only made his 
debut here, but is already hugely 
admired in the England age-group 
system following his displays for the 
under-19s in their triumphant 
European Championship campaign in 
Slovakia last year. The fact that Klopp 
was prepared to send him into the 
maelstrom signalled his qualities. AII 
the while, Mohamed Salah was 
running hard at centre forward 
before returning to the right 
when Núñez arrived. 

What a game this was, joyous 
for those of a Liverpool 
persuasion, anguish-making 
for Newcastle fans and a 
breathless treat for 
neutral onlookers. What s 
noise, too. Liverpool had $ 
walked into a wall of é 
sound, and soon a 
chorus of cackling 
from the Gallowgate 
as Alexander-Arnold 
lost his composure 
against the electric 
Gordon. 

Gordon's greyhound 


Klopp disputed the 
red card for Van Dijk 


| RATINGS 
| Newcastle (4-3-3): N Pope 5 — K Trippier 7, F Schar 


6, S Botman 6 (M Targett 87min), D Burn 5 — 


1 S Tonali 7 (S Longstaff 72), B Guimaraes 6, 

i Joelinton 7 (E Anderson 82) — M Almirón 6, 

| Alsak 6 (C Wilson 72), A Gordon 8 (H Barnes 72). 
| Booked Trippier. 


i Liverpool (4-3-3): Alisson 8 — T Alexander-Arnold 

: 6,J Matip 6 (J Quansah 78), V van Dijk 3, 

i! A Robertson 7 — D Szoboszlai 8, W Endo 

: (H Elliott 58) 6, A Mac Allister 6 (D Núñez 77) — 

; M Salah 7, C Gakpo 6 (D Jota 58, 8), L Díaz 7 

: (J Gomez 34, 6). Booked Alexander-Arnold, Núñez. 
| Sent off Van Dijk. 


Attendance 52,214. 


pace is enough to stretch any 

opponent, even one as swift as 

Alexander-Arnold. The Liverpool 

right back was vexed that the referee, 

John Brooks, failed to punish Gordon 

for pushing him into the advertising 

hoardings and tossed the ball away. 

On the basis that any distance the 

ball travels through petulant or 

cynical intent is now deemed delaying 
the restart, however minuscule, 

Alexander-Arnold was booked. 

Whatever his sense of grievance, 
Alexander-Arnold was still foolish to 
respond to Gordon trying to speed 
past him a minute later by putting his 
left arm across the Newcastle No 10. 
Few grounds bay for retribution like 
St James’ Park. They demanded a 
second yellow for Alexander-Arnold. 
Newcastle staff were leaping up and 
down like irate prosecution counsels. 
Klopp glared at them, angry that they 
should be trying to place pressure on 
Brooks. There was a touch of the pot 
calling the kettle black and white 
about the whole scenario. 

Brooks now showed clemency, 
contenting himself with a lecture, so 
guaranteeing controversy. Alexander- 
Arnold walked away reprieved and 
Gordon walked away shaking his 
head. Virgil van Dijk had a quiet word 
with Alexander-Arnold, trying to 
calm him, and even Alisson, 

venturing from his area, advancing 
towards the centre circle to speak 
to the right back. 

Yet he failed to focus. When 

Salah passed back after 

25 minutes, Alexander- 

Arnold allowed the ball to 

Ah, œ» slip under his left foot, 

; allowing a delighted 
» Gordon to race through 
4 and slide his shot 
under Alisson. 

It got even worse for 

=A Liverpool within three 

minutes, and again 
Alexander- 

“>. Arnold’s caution 
appeared to play 
on his mind. 

When Gordon cut inside from 

the left, the defender dared not 

risk diving in, allowing the 
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Núñez shoots past Pope in the Newcastle goal in second-half stoppage time to 


Newcastle attacker to stroke the ball 
through the middle. Alexander Isak is 
so nimble of mind and body. The 
Sweden striker rolled Van Dijk, and 
then fell as the Liverpool captain 
challenged him just outside the area. 
Van Dijk’s right foot connected with 
Isak’s right foot, and he was sent off 
by Brooks for the denial of a 
goalscoring opportunity. Back at 
Stockley Park, the VAR Stuart Attwell 
backed Brooks's judgement. Van Dijk 
finally left the field, giving some 
choice words to Brooks en route. 

Liverpool were enraged, Newcastle 
exhilarated and their fans sensed a 
statement victory, their first since 
Steve McClaren was in charge here. It 
seemed a lifetime ago. Only Alisson’s 
reflexes kept Liverpool in it. When 
Miguel Almirón chested the ball 
down and let fly with a powerful 
volley, Newcastle fans stood in 
expectation of another goal. 
Somehow Alisson anticipated the 
threat, and threw himself to his left to 
push the fast-arriving ball up on to 
the bar, and then demonstrated 
remarkable agility to claw the 
danger clear. 

As the game wore on, Klopps 
changes began to work. Elliott 
brought more energy. Jota brought 
brains and passing. Just after Almirón 
had raced through and clipped the 
post, Liverpool broke. Jota sent the 
ball down the inside-right channel, 
Botman was caught out, and Núñez 
was ruthless. Elliott and Salah then 
combined and Núñez was through 
again, scoring again. 


Trent lucky to 
stay on pitch 


PETER 
WALTON 


Liverpool were lucky not to play the 
majority of the game with nine men. 
Under the new approach to time 
wasting, Trent Alexander-Arnold 
was rightly booked for throwing the 
ball away. When he shoved 
Anthony Gordon over, above left, 
stopping a promising attack for 
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Length of Premier League matches 
this weekend 


Man Utd 3 N Forest 2 
EEE 106 min 35sec 
Bournemouth O Tottenham 2 
A 103min 21sec 
Sheff Utd 1 Man City 2 
A 102min 11sec 
Arsenal 2 Fulham 2 
A 102 min 07sec 
Brighton 1 West Ham 3 
A 100min 57sec 
Newcastle 1 Liverpool 2 
A 100 min 57sec y 
| Everton O Wolves 1 
PA 
Burnley 1 Aston Villa 3 
[A] 
Chelsea 3 Luton O 
ASA 
Brentford 1 Palace 1 


Average length of matches this weekend 


A 100 min 29sec 


Average length last weekend 


A 102min 10sec 


98min 18sec 
98min 5sec 
96min 14sec 


96min 6sec 


Yellow cards for time wasting 
This weekend 5 


Previous weekend 8 


Average match length in EFL 


4 Week 5 10imin 14sec | 


earn ten-man Liverpool three points in a 


Newcastle United with the ball long 
gone, he should have got a second 
yellow card. VAR could not be used 
as analysing bookable offences is 
not within its remit. 

Meanwhile, Virgil van Dijk can 
have no qualms about his red, above 
right. The incident occurred near 
the penalty area, the play was 
veering towards goal, no other 
defender could have swept across to 
stop Alexander Isak, and the striker 
had a decent chance of gaining 
control of the ball had he not been 
impeded. As a result, the foul met 
the four criteria points (distance to 
goal, direction of play, location and 
number of other defenders, and 
likelihood of the attacker controlling 
the ball) to be classed as a denial of 
a goalscoring opportunity. 


ne » 
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dramatic Premier League game at St James’ Park. The Uruguay striker came off the bench in the 77th minute and changed the course of the match by scoring twice 


Klopp: I've not seen anything like this in my 1000 games 


MARTIN HARDY 


Jürgen Klopp said that in more than 
1,000 games as a manager he has 
never experienced anything like the 
stirring fightback in which his ten- 
man Liverpool came from behind to 
beat Newcastle United. 

Liverpool trailed at St James' Park 
after a goal from Anthony Gordon in 
the 25th minute and had their captain 
Virgil van Dijk sent off three minutes 
later only for Darwin Núñez, a 
substitute, to strike twice, in the 81st 
minute and then in stoppage time. 

Klopp said it was a finale “more 
difficult" than the Champions League 
comeback against Barcelona, when a 
3-0 first-leg deficit was overturned at 
Anfield with a 4-0 win. He also said 
Van Dijk should not have been sent 
off for denying Alexander Isak an 
obvious goalscoring opportunity. 

Klopps counterpart, Eddie Howe, 
though, was unhappy that Trent 
Alexander-Arnold was not shown a 
second yellow card for a foul on 
Gordon in the seventh minute. 

The incident involving Gordon and 
Alexander-Arnold led to a 
confrontation between Klopp and 
Jason Tindall, the Newcastle assistant 
manager, who appealed to the referee 
John Brooks to show the England 
defender a red card. Klopp was seen 
shouting, "Sit down, sit down" to 


MANCINI TAKES SAUDI JOB, WITH FIRST GAME AT ST JAMES* 


Roberto Mancini has been appointed 
as the new manager of Saudi Arabia — 
and will take charge of the national 
team for the first time next month at 
Newcastle United's St James' Park 
(Martin Hardy writes). 

The 58-year-old has signed a four- 
year deal having resigned as the Italy 
head coach this month and will start 
his reign with a friendly on Tyneside 
against Costa Rica on September 8. 

"| believe this is a great opportunity 
for me, to experience football in a 
new country, especially with the 
growing popularity of football in Asia,” 
Mancini, the former Manchester City 
manager, said. 

Meanwhile, the Saudi Pro League 
has admitted it wants to have a place 
for its teams in the Champions 
League. The league has invested 


Tindall, who put a finger to his lips to 
shush the Liverpool manager, but the 
German had the final say. 

"In my more than 1,000 games as a 
coach, I never had a game like this," 
Klopp said. “It had everything. With 
ten men in an atmosphere like this 
against an opponent like this, I am 
pretty sure it never happened. These 
moments are rare and super special. I 
thought the boys deserved it. With 
ten men we played better. 


more than £400 million in players this 
summer, with the purchase of top 
names such as Neymar joining Al-Hilal 
for £86 million and Otávio moving 
from Porto to Al-Nassr for £50 million. 

The league has also offered salaries 
way in excess of those anywhere else 
in world, with the former Real Madrid 
striker Karim Benzema earning a 
reputed £86 million per season. 

"We are trying to be different, so 
any kind of format-changing or 
improvements that can be introduced 
into the league will be welcomed," 
Carlo Nohra, the Saudi Pro League's 
chief operating officer, said. 

Uefa's position has been to ridicule 
the suggestion. Its chief of football, 
Zvonimir Boban, told the Croatian 
newspaper Jutarnji List it was a 
"fabrication". 


"We are early in the season, but the 
atmosphere [between the players] and 
the understanding was super. Big 
stories need key moments. It was 
much more difficult than Barcelona 
because that was at home. 

"What I said to Darwin has no 
influence on his performance but 
I just give him a hug and encouraged 
him to try for the team. He was fired 
up after not starting and put all of his 
energy into his two shots. 


^We need to create a new way to 
play football and Darwin can be a key 
part of that. His key strengths are 
exceptional." 

Van Dijk, who faces a three-game 
ban for his dismissal, could have that 
extended to four matches for an 
apparent foul-mouthed outburst after 
his red card. The Liverpool captain 
appeared to berate the referee John 
Brooks, calling his decision a “f*****g 
joke". He was also slow to leave the 
field of play and exchanged words 
with the fourth official, Craig Pawson, 
as he went off. 

Klopp questioned the decision to 
send off Van Dijk. 

“T don't think it is a red card, pretty 
much no contact but what can I say? 
The decision is made and I cannot 
change it,” he added. “Would I whistle 
it in a training game? Definitely not 
but there is a reason I am not a ref.” 

Newcastle lost to a top-four rival for 
the second time in nine days and 
Howe admitted that the defeat ranked 
among his worst moments since he 
took control at St James' Park in 2021. 
"That is as painful as Anfield last year 
[when Newcastle lost in the 98th 
minute],” he said. “I thought we 
played really well, the opening stages 
cant be forgotten. I thought we were 
excellent, individual performances 
were very strong and the sending-off 
almost harmed us. The second goal 
changes everything. We didn't get it." 


4 


thegame 


Walker's 


SheffUtd : ManCity 
Bogle 85 i Haaland 63 
Rodri 88 
| RATINGS 


f Sheffield United (3-5-2): W Foderingham 8 — 

: A Ahmedhodzic 6, J Egan 7, J Robinson 6 — 

: G Baldock 5 (J Bogle 71min), V Souza 6, 

! O Norwood 6 (C Basham 80), G Hamer 6, H 
1 B Osborn 5 (Y Larouci 17, 5) — B Traoré 7, W Osula : 
! 6 (O McBurnie 71). Booked Baldock, Osula, Souza, : 
: Egan. H 
; Manchester City (4-2-3-1): Ederson 6 — K Walker 7, : 
: R Dias 6, N Aké 6, J Gvardiol 6 — Rodri 8, H 
1 M Kovacic 7 (P Foden 86) — B Silva 6, J Álvarez 6, : 
} J Grealish 7 — E Haaland 6. H 


¡ Referee J Gillett. Attendance 31,336. i 


PAUL JOYCE 


By the end, it would not have been 
Pep Guardiola's sore back causing 
him most concern but rather his 
rising blood pressure. 

While he recuperated from minor 
surgery in Barcelona, the Manchester 
City manager was left to watch from 
afar as his side produced a curious 
performance, snatching victory in the 
dying embers of a contest they should 


D 


have won at a canter. The sight of 
Rodri conjuring the decisive moment 
is becoming increasingly 
commonplace, although the fact the 
chance was fashioned only after 
substitute Phil Foden miscontrolled 
illustrated how the visitors were not 
always slick through the gears. 

While several Sheffield United 
players dropped to the turf at the final 
whistle, crestfallen at having 
surrendered a point just moments 
after seizing an unlikely foothold, 
relief was all around for City. For 
Erling Haaland, who despite opening 
the scoring missed several gilt-edged 
chances including a first-half penalty, 
and also for Kyle Walker. 

Walker, captain on his return to his 
hometown club, had been guilty of 
attempting a ridiculous back-heel in 
his own penalty area in the build-up 
to substitute Jayden Bogle’s equaliser 
with five minutes remaining. 

Yet, instead of dwelling on his error, 
Walker induced an aberration from 
the left back Yasser Larouci soon 
after, winning possession by the 
touchline and scampering into the 
penalty area. Foden's loose touch 
actually teed up Rodri and the 
Spaniard lashed home to spark wild 
scenes among his team-mates. 


act of redemption i 


Normal service had resumed for 
the champions in some ways, but not 
in others. 

After all, this is now the first time 
since Guardiola’s opening season in 
charge, 2016-17, that City have won 
their first three Premier League 
matches. If that is a surprising 
statistic, then it should strike fear into 
the rest of the top flight and suggests 
a thirst for prizes has not been 
quenched by last seasons historic 
Treble success. 

Clearly, they are also ripe for 
further improvement. For example, 
Josko Gvardiol is still finding his feet 
and was deployed in a left-back role 
with Nathan Aké preferred in the 
centre of the defence. City retain an 
interest in Matheus Nunes, the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
midfielder. 

Beyond personnel, it is the 
standards that Guardiola demands 
from his side that continues to point 
the way forward. Even in his absence, 
he was relaying messages to his staff 
and the sight of assistant Juanma 
Lillo scuttling to the edge of the 
technical area to impart some words 
of wisdom to Walker after 20 minutes 
revealed as much. 

“During the match I spoke to him 


16 Monday August 28 2023 | THE TIMES 


AERIS AS, AM ute 


The Game Podcast 


Twice a week The Times Football team 
dissect and debate the latest action and news 


On Monday Alyson Rudd, Tony Cascarino 
and others analyse the weekends matches 


On Thursday Martin Samuel leads the 
discussion alongside Gregor Robertson 
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in some moments but, generally, he 
was speaking to other members of the 
backroom staff,” Lillo said. 

“He’s been totally present today. If 
there had been more space on the 
bench I wouldn't have sat in his seat. 
Peps seat is Pep's seat. I would have 
been in my seat. Only his presence 
was missing today. He was there with 
us the whole time.” 

The initial resilience extolled by 
Sheffield United highlighted the work 
their manager Paul Heckingbottom 
had done over the week on the 
training ground in ensuring that gaps 
were filled. 

Of course, embellishing such a 
platform will be the hard part for a 
side who remain pointless, especially 
given so many key players have 
departed from the team that won 
promotion from the Championship, 
and Heckingbottom is having to find 
a new template in an unforgiving 
environment. 

The arrival of the England Under- 
2l striker Cameron Archer, paraded 
before kick-off after his £185 million 
move from Aston Villa, is designed to 
add more punch to their attack, as 
will the return to fitness of Oli 
McBurnie, who did well in a 
late cameo. 
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Haaland hits post from the spot 


63min N 


But he makes amends with City's first 


85min 
Walker's backheel gifts Sheffield 
United an equaliser 


DARREN STAPLES/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Q x 
88min 


He too makes 

 amends by 
setting up 

Rodri's winner 


slack City 


Heckingbottom hopes for further 
reinforcements before the transfer 
window closes on Friday — “I want as 
many as possible” he said — but the 
two-week break for international 
matches will be almost as important 
as he looks to embed a culture after a 
period of so much change. 

They will also plan to 
have more of the ball than 
they were allowed here, 
with City totalling 
80 per cent possession 
and managing 30 shots 
on goal. 

Still, neither of the 
goals they ultimately 
conceded will have 
pleased Heckingbottom 
or goalkeeper Wes 
Foderingham, who deserved 
better protection after an array of 
excellent saves. 

Initially, it felt like this could have 
been one of those rare days when 
Haaland had left his shooting boots at 
home. He struck the post with a 
37th-minute penalty — City's third 
failure from their past five attempts 
— awarded when Jack Grealish 
ushered Julián Alvarez towards the 
byline and his cut-back struck the left 
elbow of John Egan. 


The last time that City 
won each of their 
opening three league 
games of the season 


That miss would be followed by 
two more early in the second half 
after good endeavour by firstly 
Walker and then the impressive 
Mateo Kovacic. 

Such was his displeasure at his own 
profligacy that when the goal City 

had been threatening belatedly 
arrived, there were no wild 
celebrations from the 

Norwegian. He simply 

puffed out his cheeks. 
Rodri and Kovacic 
had combined to 
release Grealish on 
the left. He waited 
and waited before 
giving George Baldock 
the slip and, in an 
instant, stood up a deft 
cross to the back post where 
Haaland towered above Jack 
Robinson to dispatch a downward 
header. 

That should have been the overdue 
signal for City to see the game out, 
but Walker's inexplicable lapse in 
concentration when trying to find 
Bernardo Silva opened the door with 
Bogle’s low drive beating a furious 
Ederson. 

Rodri would slam it shut again and, 
finally, Guardiola could be at ease. 


Weekend talking points 


v. AE 
ATA 


Núñez has earned a run 
of games for Liverpool 


Belief and confidence in your 

ability are huge attributes for a 
striker. Darwin Núñez looked like a 
new man yesterday. 

Núñez had a difficult first season 
at Liverpool, where he just wasn't 
clinical enough. The comparisons 
with the other Premier League new 
boy Erling Haaland didn't help, but 
Núñez missed a lot of chances and 
it cost him a place in the side. He 
had to try to win over Jürgen Klopp 
and now the Liverpool manager has 
a big call to make. 

I believe it is time to give the 
Uruguay striker a run of games in 
the side. There is more to come 
from the 24-year-old and Liverpool 
play quicker and are more direct 
with him in the team. 

The most impressive thing about 
his goals was the way he took the 
chances. His first comes about 
purely because he takes the shot 
so early. If he takes a touch, he 
doesn't score. 

It is no coincidence that he scores 
a second. The first was the “weight 
off the shoulders” goal, so the 
second sublime finish would have 
felt easier. 

The fans back Núñez and chant 


TEAM OF THE WEEK 


e 433 
A Areola 
(West Ham) 


LJ LJ 
JAndersen M van 
(CPalace) de Ven 


M Cash (Tottenham) p Udogie 
(A Villa). (Tottenham) 
e 
A J Ward- A 
JPalhinha acom) J Maddison 
(Fulham) (Tottenham) 
LJ 
e Núñez e 
R Sterling (Liverpool) A Gordon 
(Chelsea) (Newcastle) 


his name because they see he is 
trying to do the right thing. The 
time is right for Klopp to give him 
his head and some regular starts. 

Cody Gakpo isn't good enough to 
play that Roberto Firmino role in 
the centre and Mo Salah and Diogo 
Jota prefer to play the quick, early 
passes which Núñez likes and which 
I believe make Liverpool better. 


Spot the ball... how | scored world's scrappiest goal 


After Joachim Andersen 

equalised for Crystal Palace 
with what can only be described as 
a slide tackle through the legs of the 
Brentford goalkeeper Mark 
Flekken, my editor asked if I could 
remember the strangest goal I'd 
scored. Thanks to social media, 
I was recently reminded of a goal 
for Aston Villa against Derby 
County in 1991 which must be a 


Tottenham have rebuilt 
their defence by stealth 


The Harry Kane transfer saga 

has allowed Spurs to rebuild 
their defence with little scrutiny. On 
the final day last season, Spurs had 
Fraser Forster in goal and a back 
line of Emerson Royal, Davinson 
Sánchez, Clément Lenglet, Ben 
Davies and Pedro Porro. They beat 
Bournemouth on Saturday with 
Guglielmo Vicario in goal and a 
back four of Porro, Cristian Romero, 
Micky van de Ven and Destiny 
Udogie. They look more solid for it. 


contender for the scrappiest of all- 
time. Ten outfield players — four 
Villa, six Derby — were scrambling 
for the ball in a six-yard box which 
resembled a bog. I decided to lurk 
at the far post (circled above) and 
the ball eventually popped out for 
me to tap past Peter Shilton. When 
one of my younger Times 
colleagues saw the clip he thought 
we were watching rugby highlights! 


Arteta made mistake by 
letting Leno join Fulham 


There was always going to be 

pressure on Aaron Ramsdale 
this season, with David Raya joining 
from Brentford to provide 
competition for the gloves at 
Arsenal. Raya no doubt fancies his 
chances after Ramsdale was caught 
off his line for Fulham's opening 
goal — but the man I think should 
be Arsenal Nol was in the other 
goal. Bernd Leno is calm, composed 
and commanding. I have no idea 
why Mikel Arteta let him go. 
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Kerching! Cash reaps dividends 
of Burnley’s 20 minutes to forget 


NICK POTTS/PA 


Burnley Aston Villa 


I 3 


Foster 47 Cash 8, 20 
Diaby 61 


i RATINGS 
| Burnley (4-2-3-1): J Trafford 6 — C Roberts 6, A Al 

f Dakhil 5, D O'Shea 5, H Delcroix 6 — S Berge 5 

: (A Ramsey 68min, 5), J Cullen 6 — M Benson 5 

1 O Gudmundsson 45, 8), M Amdouni 6 (J Bruun 

: Larsen 81), L Koleosho 5 (N Redmond 68, 6) — 

! L Foster 7 () Rodríguez 81). Booked Cullen, Berge. : 
i Aston Villa (4-4-2): R Olsen 6 — E Konsa 7, H 
i D Carlos 7, P Torres 6, L Digne 7 (B Traoré 80) — 

| M Cash 9, B Kamara 6, D Luiz 7 (Y Tielemans 85), 

1 J McGinn 7 — M Diaby 8 (N Zaniolo 73), 

1 O Watkins 7 (J Durán 85). 


H Referee M Salisbury. Attendance 21,591. ; 


IAN WHITTELL 


Vincent Kompany had claimed that 
their opening-day defeat by 
Manchester City was the worst his 
new-look team would play all 
season. Unfortunately for the 
Burnley manager, the first 
20 minutes against 
Aston Villa proved him 
wrong. 

Matty Cash, the 
Villa full back playing 
in an advanced wide 
role at Turf Moor, had 
scored only four times 
in his three seasons of 
Premier League football 
with the club but improved 
that tally by 50 per cent before 
the game was a quarter of the way in. 

Villa were forced to navigate an 
improved second-half performance 
from home side, who scored their first 
goal of the season through Lyle 
Foster. But it was an occasion that 
presented a Burnley XI, featuring ten 
Kompany signings and eight players 
who did not start last season in the 
Championship, with some harsh 
realities about life at this level. 

"Its a conscious choice,” Kompany 
said of the overhaul his squad has 
undergone. "You just have to look at 
the league table and you find every 
‘flavour’ at the bottom — teams who 
have not changed much, teams that 
have changed. 

“We want to move forward and I’ve 
seen enough in our team to know we 
can make a game out of every game. 


That’s what I want 
from our team — that 

every game there is 
something in it for us. If 
that continues, we will 
get results.” 

But the learning curve could yet 
prove a painful one, based on the 
opening to this defeat. After eight 
minutes, John McGinns superb pass 
down the left sent Ollie Watkins 
chasing behind the Burnley defence, 
although his first touch appeared to 
have presented goalkeeper James 
Trafford the chance to win the ball. 

Trafford failed to get hold of it and 
Watkins’ cross, as he fell out of play, 
was turned in superbly at the far post 
by Cash, arriving ahead of Burnley 
debutant Hannes Delcroix. 

An even better goal followed on 
20 minutes when Watkins threaded 
the ball to Cash, who exchanged 
passes with Moussa Diaby before 
running on to his return cross and 
finishing clinically from nine yards. 

“The goals hurt but we're playing 
against very good sides and 


Cash arrives at the far post to give Villa an early lead at Turf Moor. The unlikely scorer 
added a second goal 12 minutes later as Burnley were punished for their poor start 


everything happens a little bit faster,” 
Kompany said. “But I think it’s the 
story, if you look at the other teams 
that got promoted with us. It’s a tough 
league, and the entry price is probably 
the highest in world football in terms 
of the jump from Championship to 
Premier League.” 

It was a devastating start from Unai 
Emery’s side, who have been no 
stranger to goals in the opening 
weeks of the campaign. The 5-1 defeat 
away to Newcastle United was 
followed by a 4-0 win over Everton 
and a 5-0 victory at Hibernian in the 
play-off first leg for the Europa 
Conference League. A similar 
scoreline looked likely during the 
opening exchanges of this match. 

Cash was again involved when 
Watkins could have converted a 
Diaby cross and not until the 43rd 
minute, when Zeki Amdouni shot just 
over from the edge of the area, did 
Burnley even remotely threaten. 

But it took them just two minutes 
of the second half to offer the 
response Kompany had been looking 


for, with the 
substitute 
Johann Berg 
Gudmundsson 
instrumental. 
He rose well 
to meet a 
lofted pass from 
Connor Roberts, the 
only Burnley starter 
signed by Kompany’s 
predecessor Sean Dyche, 
and headed down for 
Foster who turned the 
Villa defender Pau 
Torres far too easily, 
swivelled and scored. 
The goal heralded a 
remarkable, but brief, 
turnaround, with 
Delcroix hooking the ball 
over from a Gudmundsson 
corner and then forcing 
Robin Olsen into a diving 
save from a header, again 
from the winger’s corner. 
With the crowd j 
increasingly animated, A 


VILLA’S BUS HIT BY BRICK 
Lancashire police are investigating 
after a brick was thrown at the 
Aston Villa team bus, damaging the 
windscreen, after the game. It was 
thrown from a footbridge on the 
M65. Nobody was hurt but Burnley 
said they are “saddened and 
dismayed”. Superintendent Melita 
Worswick said: “It is nothing but 
good fortune that it didn’t result in 
somebody being seriously injured 
or even killed.” 


Villa did well to weather the storm 
but showed their quality with a third 
goal on 61 minutes. 

The referee Michael Salisbury 
played a good advantage to allow 
McGinn to advance and his pass for 
Lucas Digne was pulled back expertly 
for Diaby to finish, just as 
impressively, from the edge of the 
area. 

The goal was decisive, sucking any 
remaining fight out of Burnley, and 
should have been added to in the 
closing stages as Watkins was denied 
at the near post by Trafford and Villa 
substitute Nicolo Zaniolo sprinted 
half the length of the field only to see 

his shot blocked by a defender. 
s Cash might have had an 
“43 unlikely hat-trick, too, as 


i he received Zaniolo' pass 


and had a shot deflected 
just over. Zaniolo capped 
an eventful first cameo in 

English football when his 
18-yard shot just cleared 
the bar. 

“Matty Cash, he’s very 
ts exciting and he played 
E with us before as a winger,’ 
Emery said. “He’s played in the 
back four for some time and we 
used him like this in pre-season, 
higher as a winger and lower as a 
full back. 

“He helped us a lot today, 
defensively and offensively. He 
uses his moment to do both 

roles well. 

"Remember he played 
more at Nottingham 

.* Forest as a winger and 
* ^" his two goals were 

wonderful. An example 
for us and we know he 
+ can play there.” 
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Everton hope £26m Beto can be answer to finally finding net 


| Everton o 
¡Wolves 1 
H Kalajdzic 87 i 
PAUL JOYCE, 

CHARLOTTE DUNCKER 


Everton are closing in on a deal for 
the Udinese striker Beto as the 
manager Sean Dyche looks to solve 
his side’s goalscoring problems. 

The Portuguese forward, 25, has 
headed to Merseyside to try to finalise 
a move worth an initial £26 million. 
There would be further bonuses paid 
on top. 

The pacey 6ft 4in Beto was a target 
on deadline day in January but 
Everton decided against triggering a 


£30 million release clause as they 
thought the fee was excessive. 

Everton have failed to score in their 
opening three league games — losing 
all of them — and hope Beto can 
provide a much-needed cutting edge. 
He scored 21 goals in Serie A over the 
past two full campaigns. 

The Merseyside club have been 
targeting a number of forwards but 
their financial problems mean they 
have had to propose deals that have 
been generally unattractive to selling 
clubs. Everton have bolstered their 
attacking options with Youssef 
Chermiti, 19, recruited from Sporting 
Lisbon for £15 million, while Arnaut 
Danjuma and Jack Harrison have 
arrived on loan from Villarreal and 
Leeds United respectively. 

The fractured cheekbone suffered 
by Dominic Calvert-Lewin in the 4-0 


Beto celebrates a goal at Udinese, 
for whom he scored 21 in two seasons 


loss against Aston Villa ruled him out 
of Saturday’s home defeat by 
Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

Everton, though, are not the only 
side in the top flight with a 
goalscoring problem. Wolves were the 
lowest scorers in the league last 


season and were winless after their 
first two games this term until Sasa 
Kalajdzic came on in the 85th minute 
and scored his first Wolves goal after 
almost a year out with injury. 

“It’s been tough [the last year]? he 
said. “Very tough. But I worked really 
hard, we worked really hard, 
everyone around me and at home, 
and it makes it more special.” 

The 26-year-old was signed on 
deadline day last summer but after 
coming off 45 minutes into his debut 
with a knee ligament injury his 
campaign was cut short. On Saturday, 
the 6ft 7in Kalajdzic brought a threat 
that Gary O'Neil' side had been 
lacking. 

Everton should have scored with 
one of their 15 shots on goal and 
Dyche is under no illusions that it is a 
problem that needs fixing. “The thing 


I’ve always tried to do is manage 
reality,” he said. “When I came here 
it was made clear this was likely to 
be how it works out [with no money 
to spend]. 

“We have to keep working at that 
[scoring a goal]. That's just the reality 
because spending £200 million quid is 
not there, so therefore we have to 
nurture, cajole, change, help, analyse, 
construct training, work on all those 
things until we do score goals, unless 
we manage to bring other players in 
who can Tout pressure on each other. 

"Pep Guardiola won everything last 
year. Look at how many players he 
signed because he knows in a 
competition it's important. He 
develops teams and players but guess 
what, he still brings players in even 
when he’s just won everything. That's 
the nature of the job.” 
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È Eriksen 17, Casemiro 52, Fernandes 76 (pen) 


: Awoniyi 2, Boly 4 


PAUL HIRST 


As soon as Morgan Gibbs-White 
nodded the ball into Taiwo Awoniyi's 
path ten yards inside his own half, 
Nottingham Forest's excellent No9 
had only one thing on his mind. 

Awonyi pedalled away from 
Marcus Rashford who, of course, is no 
slouch, and waited for the right 
moment to slot the ball past André 
Onana in the Manchester United goal 
in only the second minute of the 
match. It was a classic 
counterattacking goal, one that 
momentarily stunned Old Trafford. 

The United fans, who would later 
be treated to a thrilling comeback in a 
3-2 success for the home side, turned 
to each other and asked questions as 
to why Aaron Wan-Bissaka had failed 
to stop Gibbs-White flicking the ball 
on, and why the 26-year-old Nigeria 
striker was left one on one with 
Rashford. 

Another question to ponder was, 
would their own No9 be capable of 
scoring such a superb goal? The 
answer, based on the evidence from 
Saturday's match, is a firm “No.” 
When Michael Salisbury, the fourth 
official, came to the touchline in the 
60th minute with his electronic board 
in hand, everyone inside Old Trafford 
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considering. 


knew that he was about to hold up 
Anthony Martial’s number. 

Erik ten Hag had decided to replace 
him with Jadon Sancho a few minutes 
earlier, whistling in the winger's 
direction down the touchline as he 
warmed up. 

Martial's 300th display for United 
was typically underwhelming. The 
France player had a shot blocked after 
running on to Antony's angled pass 
and played a minor role in United's 
first goal by laying the ball off to 
Rashford, who teed up Christian 
Eriksen with a low cross. 

Otherwise, Martial did little of 
note, and that should concern Ten 
Hag as he prepares for Sunday's trip 
to Arsenal. Rashford looked out of 
sorts playing up front in the opening 
two matches of the season and 
Martial did not look up to the job on 
Saturday. 

Martial touched the ball only 20 
times — the lowest number of any 
player on the pitch — and when the 
ball came to him, he often mis- 
controlled it or was overpowered by 
Joe Worrall, the Forest centre back 
who would later be sent off for 
bringing Bruno Fernandes down as 
he ran through on goal. 

Itis no coincidence that United's 
four goals this season have been 
scored by a defender (Raphaél 
Varane), and three midfielders 
(Casemiro, Eriksen, and Fernandes). 

Their forward line has been 
misfiring, so there will be a lot of 
pressure on Rasmus Hojlund when 
United play Arsenal. Even before a 
ball was kicked this season, United 


Manchester United are 
seeking an emergency 
replacement for the injured 
Luke Shaw, with Chelsea's 
Marc Cucurella, Barcelona 
and former Chelsea 
defender Marcos Alonso 
and Tottenham's Sergio 
Reguilón among the 
potential loanees they are 
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Fans demonstrate against the Glazers' ownership at Old Trafford on Saturday 


kept emphasising on their tour to the 
United States that Hojlund, who had 
a back injury when he was signed last 
month, would be eased into the side. 
Ten Hag and his staff pointed out 
that Hojlund is only 20, and that he 
would need time to adapt to his new 
surroundings. There was a theory that 
the £72 million signing from Atalanta 
would start the first few matches on 
the bench, and that the likes of 
Rashford, Martial and Sancho, who 
played as a false nine in pre-season, 
would lead the attack to allow the 
Denmark striker time to settle in. 


But United need Hojlund now. On 
the face of it, Hojlund looks tailor- 
made for Premier League football. His 
main attributes are his strength and 
his speed, just like Awoniyi, who 
like most of his Forest team-mates, 
played outstandingly well on 
Saturday. 

“He’s a guy who holds his ground,” 
Eriksen, an international colleague of 
Hojlund, said of the young striker. 
“He doesn't back down from 
anything. Hes really a front-foot guy 
who is aggressive and really attack- 
minded." 
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If Hojlund starts on Sunday, it 
would allow Rashford to remain on 
the left wing, where he is at his 
deadliest in one-on-one situations 
with the full back. 

Ten Hag has plenty to think about 
this week. His biggest headache 
comes at left back. Diogo Dalot, a 
right back, did OK on the opposite 
flank, but he cannot be expected to 
play there for the duration of Luke 
Shaw's absence. Shaw is out until 
November with a muscle injury and 
Tyrell Malacia may be out for a 
similar period of time with a knee 
problem. 

United have made informal 
inquiries to Chelsea and Barcelona 
regarding their left backs Marc 
Cucurella and Marcos Alonso. Sergio 
Reguilón of Tottenham Hotspur is 
also on United's shortlist. 

Ten Hag will have a new back-up 
goalkeeper on the bench too. Altay 
Bayindir is set to join from 
Fenerbahce in a £4.3 million deal, 
which will allow Dean Henderson to 
join Crystal Palace on loan. 
Henderson was undergoing a medical 
at the London club on Sunday. An 
obligation to buy the 26-year-old 
England golakeeper for £20 million 
plus add-ons will be inserted into the 
deal. 

Any short-term signings will not 
placate the United fans who stayed in 
their seats for an hour after the final 
whistle to protest against the Glazer 
family. “Sell United and f*** off 
home” was sung repeatedly by the 
thousands who formed part of the sit- 
in protest. 


United need Hoj lund - and fast 
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Kulusevski doubles Tottenham’s lead to give Postecoglu’s side their second win from their opening three league games 


Maddison steps 
up as leader of 
new-look Spurs 


: Bournemouth O | HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE Power Stadium, Maddison established 
] ] Maddison's touches v Bournemouth himself as one ofthe Premier 
: Tottenham 2 E FT ° League' best attacking midfielders. In 
| Maddison 17, Kulusevski 63 i els A a that time, only two players — Kevin 
A A EA . A De Bruyne and Trent Alexander- 
e . e. Arnold — created more chances in 
GREGOR ROBERTSON ene? S the Premier League. 
—— T " eee °’ e. Nos are ed e " 
en James Maddison is smiling, e. addison and Postecoglou, whose 

somehow the world of football feels o. o .. P Direction brave brand of football is not without 
like a pener nee ed A | of play risks put waose vision ne players and 
impish — although that canno supporters have embraced. 
always be said for fans of opposing z bee eo, “The players picked up very quickly — T 
teams, as Maddison's cheeky social . . in pre-season how the manager 
media post after Tottenham Hotspur's e es * wanted to play, which is really, really J 
performance away to Bournemouth P interesting and really good for the 
on Saturday attests. e players,” Son said — and, clearly, 

“Happy Saturdays from me and the s e Maddison is not the only player 
old boy in row E,” Maddison posted e? ° having fun. 
along with an image of his customary 5 2 “We are really enjoying it. Just 


goal celebration — mimicking the 
throw of a dart from the oche — 
while standing in the background, 
among the seated home crowd, one 
particularly aggrieved Bournemouth 
fan aimed a two-finger insult in his 
direction. 

“Southgate' right, you're f***ing 
shite,” the Bournemouth fans had 
chorused, as the 26-year-old ran over 
to take an early corner, in reference to 
Gareth Southgates reticence to pick 
him for England. 

Maddisons response? He 
deliberately rolled the ball outside the 
quadrant, prompting howls of 
indignation, before flashing a 
mischievous grin their way and, of 
course, having the final say out on the 
field of play. 

Still the pantomime villain after his 
summer switch from Leicester City, 
Maddison is only three games into his 
Spurs career but, for both player and 
club, the union feels as though it 
could be transformative. 

“When we are talking about 
Madders we could stay here all day,” 
Son Heung-min, the Spurs captain, 
said with a smile. “For a couple of 


years we needed this kind of player to 
create chances and make passes. 
Playing with him is a joy. He is a 
really special boy.” 

It is Son who, after Harry Kane’s 
departure, now wears the captain's 
armband yet already it feels as though 
Maddison, who willingly took Kane’s 
NolO shirt, is the leader of this new- 
look Spurs team. 

His goal capped off a fine team 
move that underlined the remarkable 
transformation that has taken place 
under Ange Postecoglou, but what 
really caught the eye was the way 
Maddison took responsibility: 
roaming deep to get on the ball, often 
under pressure, before slipping his 
marker, linking play to break 
Bournemouth’s ferocious press; 
finding pockets of space in which he 
could be the conduit between defence 
and attack, as Spurs sprung one 
incisive break after the next. The 
dynamic alongside the rejuvenated 
Yves Bissouma and Pape Matar Sarr, 
who completed Spurs’ three-man 
midfield, looks hugely promising. 


During five seasons at the King 


think about why you started playing 
football as a kid. You are just having 
fun with your ball.” 

“We've got our Spurs back,” the 
away end chorused after Dejan 
Kulusevski added their second in the 
63rd minute. When Maddison was 
withdrawn to a standing ovation ten 
minutes later, not even the “old boy in 
row E” could begrudge the fact he 
was the game's outstanding player. 

Bournemouth, meanwhile, began 
both halves at a ferocious pace, 
pressing high as the head coach 
Andoni Iraola demands and, when 
Kulusevski met the excellent Destiny 
Udogies cut-back, the Spaniard's 
team had been in the ascendency. 

“Everyone can see the front-foot 
pressing and aggression [Iraola] wants 
without the ball,” Max Aarons, the 
Bournemouth right back, said. “On 
the ball we want to mix it up, and 
we've caused the three teams we've 
played problems. It’s a pleasure to 
play this way. 

“It’s a lot of hard work. But I feel 
like we're grasping it more each 
week. Getting that first win will be big 
for us.” 


Di 
tind iM 


, e m iod. 
Jolly oche shtick: Maddison delivers his trademark dart-throwing celebration 
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Álvarez unleashes the animal within West Ham 


1 Gross 81 $ 
1 Ward-Prowse 19, Bowen 58, Antonio 63 3 ; 


GARY JACOB 


There is little doubt about the impact 
that Edson Alvarez has quickly had 
on a new-look midfield at West Ham 
United. “Edson is an animal,” 
Emerson, his team-mate, said, 
grinning after the 3-1 win away to 
Brighton & Hove Albion. “Even in the 
rondo [piggy in the middle] before 
training or a warm-up he gives 

100 per cent to win, an animal.” 

, There is nothing fancy about 
Alvarez who screened the back line 
and barely left his third of the pitch, 
combining with another summer 
arrival, James Ward-Prowse, to offer 
something different to the departed 
Declan Rice. Last season only three 
players won possession more often 
than Alvarez playing for Ajax in 
Holland where his aggression 
sometimes got the better of him in 
collecting 16 yellow cards, a club 
record. Alvarez picked up the first 
booking of the new stage of his career 
for a rash tackle on Danny Welbeck 
but otherwise dealt well with the 
threats of Welbeck and Evan 
Ferguson, the Brighton forwards. 

In Mexico he got the nickname 
Machin, a slang word which loosely 
translates to manliness, reflecting the 
strength he showed when playing 
with older boys. 

West Hams recruitment has been 
spot on this summer and that has not 
always been the case in recent years. 
They have signed a good mix of 
knowhow and talented internationals 
with Champions League experience 
who were wanted by Chelsea and 


ANDREW BOYERS/ACTION IMAGES/REUTERS 


Alvarez makes his presence felt up against Ferguson, Brighton’s young forward, 
as West Ham recorded a victory that took them briefly to the top of the league 


WINS WITH LOWEST PERCENTAGE FIGURES 


Date Team Opponent Score Possession % 

May 20,2023 Nottingham Forest v Arsenal 1-0 
Aug 20,2016 Burnley v Liverpool 2-0 
Aug 25,2019 Newcastle Utd v Tottenham 1-0 
May 2,2015  WestBrom v Manchester Utd 1-0 
Dec 22,2018 Crystal Palace v Man City 3-2 
May1,2022 Everton v Chelsea 1-0 
Dec 4,2013 Aston Villa v Southampton 3-2 
Aug26,2023 West Ham Utd v Brighton 3-1 22% 
Dec10,2016 Leicester City v Man City 4-2 22.1% 
Oct21,2017 Huddersfield v Manchester Utd 2-1 


others. Alvarez, 25, has been 
followed from Ajax by Mohammed 
Kudus, a 23-year-old attacking 
midfielder. 

Tim Steidten, the new West Ham 
director of football, was key to the 
deals and he took advantage of Ajax 
needing money after failing to qualify 
for the Champions League this 
season. Steidten wanted to look to the 
future while Moyes got the Premier 
League experience he wanted with 
the arrival of Ward-Prowse, 28, who 
has played a part in three league 
goals. A year on from Ward-Prowse 
turning down the chance to move to 
West Ham, as he wanted a bigger 
club, he now has a platform to try to 
get back in the England squad for the 
first time since 2022. 

The midfield trio will roughly cost 
the same as Rice, who drove the team 
forward by carrying the ball and 
joined Arsenal for up to £105 million. 
The mentality has rubbed off. 

West Ham used a narrow midfield, 
targeted James Milner and Adam 
Webster and set traps to pick off 
Brighton on the break. 

West Ham had 21 per cent of the 
ball, pretty much the same as 
Everton, who played in a similar way 
in a 5-1 win on the same ground in 
May. Michail Antonio, who struck for 
a second straight match and Danny 
Ings could exit this week if the club 
can find a replacement. Youssef 
En-Nesyri, of Sevilla, is one option. 

Ferguson, 18, had the best of 
Brighton many chances and Roberto 
De Zerbi has not been shy to put 
pressure on the club to strengthen to 
cope with the extra demands of the 
Europa League. 

He has moved closer to signing 
Carlos Baleba, a midfielder from Lille, 
who would join Bart Verbruggen, the 
goalkeeper, who cost £16.3 million and 
made his debut. 


‘Brentford 1 
1 Schade 18 : 
: Crystal Palace 1 
H Andersen 76 H 
ALYSON RUDD 


Many pundits considered that for 
Crystal Palace to appoint Roy 
Hodgson for the 2023-24 season was 
short sighted and unimaginative. 

Steve Parish, the Palace chairman, 
simply made the most logical 
decision. Hodgson, 76, knows the club 
better than any other where he has 
been manager. Between 2017 and 2021 
Palace were safe and secure. When 
the former England manager arrived 
in March as an emergency 
appointment after the dismissal of 
Patrick Vieira, he not only secured 
Premier League status but did so with 
a dash of panache. 

It would have been perverse for the 
club to have turned to anyone else, 
especially as they have a problem. 
Oddly, the departure of Wilfried Zaha 
has not become the soap opera that 
marked the departure of Harry Kane 
nor the long suspension of Ivan 
Toney and yet it is every bit as 
significant. 

With Zaha in the team, the clubs 
win rate was 33.3 per cent over the 
past three campaigns and without 
him it dropped to 16.7 per cent. 

The winger had the capability to 
light up the dullest of contests and 


defences. a hug from his 
Joel Ward suggested captain Ward 

on Saturday — after after the 

the 1-1 draw away to equaliser 


Kevin Schade is the 40th 
German to score a 
Premier League goal. 
Ilkay Gundogan has the 
most with 44 


Brentford, where the 

goals came from the 
German Kevin Schade, 

for the home side and 
Joachim Andersen for 
Palace — that Zaha’s move 


to Turkey allows the young, M 4 D i. 


attacking players to emerge from 
his shadow. "It enables them to kick 
on and we'll see their quality,” the 
club captain said. 

But it takes an intuitive and 
experienced manager to navigate that 
process and perhaps this largely 
pedestrian draw underlined why 
Hodgson is the correct appointment. 
With the scintillating and highly 
coveted Michael Olise still recovering 
from a hamstring injury, the burden 
of pizzazz is falling on Eberechi Eze. 
Hodgson said that he "never gets 
tired" of telling us how special a 
talent Eze is but in isolation the 
former Queens Park Rangers player's 
influence can be limited, and his 
shooting can become laced with 
frustration. 

The last thing the team needed was 
to lose and for the 25-year-old to feel 
he failed them and so Hodgson 
tweaked the formation to 4-3-3, 
which spread the attacking load and 
Anderson took on the responsibility 
of keeping morale buoyant. 

It was the defender's storming run 


- 
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the equaliser as the Denmark player 
exchanged passes with Jordan Ayew 
and then glided into score having 
confused the Brentford back line by 
looking for all the world as if he 
wanted to slide-tackle them all in the 
driving west London rain. 

“What happened was he has run in 
behind, Mark [Flekken] called for it 
and I had a decision to clear or leave 
it,” explained Nathan Collins, the 


j 2) . Brentford defender. “I decided to 


leave it. He got a good slide, the 
pitch was wet, and he got a foot 
^ onit^" 
4 Hodgson is the ultimate 
E^ pragmatist, and this is often 
interpreted negatively but when 
he took over in March he saw 
that he had inherited players 
with pace and skill who needed 
permission to express 
themselves rather than be worried 
about the implications on the 
relegation battle should they lose 
possession. 
Hodgson told them any errors 
committed while being adventurous 
j| would be his responsibility, not 
theirs, and so they shook off their 


? inhibitions and had as much fun as 
Y any side with too few wins under 


their belts has ever enjoyed. 

Perhaps Palace should, as a club, 
yearn for more than a stress-free 
campaign but their spending is not 
dictated by Hodgson. He is there 
to understand the problems and 
solve them. 
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Arteta 


The frenetic movement 

required in Arsenal's new 
fluid tactics is leaving his 
players looking dizzy, says 


Hamzah Khalique-Loonat 


‘Arsenal 2 


1 Saka 70 (pen), Nketiah 72 


Pereira 1, Palhinha 87 


d ee 4 
In the final weeks of last season ; 


it was clear that Arsenal needed V 
to evolve, particularly when 

playing against defensive sides 

who surrendered possession 

and deprived them of 

opportunities to press or 
counterattack. 

Mikel Arteta’s solution to this 
problem involved three new signings 
— Declan Rice, Kai Havertz and 
Jurrién Timber — and a new tactical 
Structure. 

However, in unconvincing wins 
over Nottingham Forest and Crystal 
Palace and then the 2-2 draw with 
Fulham on Saturday, Arteta's team 
overcomplicated their play at 
times and appeared 
uncharacteristically stymied, 
particularly in the first half. 

The most obvious change Arteta 
has made this season is to how his 
team play out from defence. Rather 
than playing into the heart of 
midfield, the new plan appears to be 
to work the ball to the wings, progress 
into the final third, then move inside. 

Last season Arteta largely used a 
3-2 shape for build-up play — 
Oleksandr Zinchenko, the left back, 
would move from a conventional 
wide full-back position and sit 
alongside Thomas Partey in midfield. 
Occasionally, Ben White, the right 
back, would also move up, to create a 
2-3 shape. 

However, this season, Arsenal are 
amorphous. Instead of a clearly 
defined and symmetrical 3-2-4-1 they 
use a 3-1-3-3 as a rough framework 
and vary that structure. 

The changes to the build-up, 
Arteta explained, are in “relation to 
what the opponent does” and are 
made so Arsenal can “attack better”. 
To achieve this, Arsenal's defenders 
swap positions freely to create 
different angles and manipulate their 
opponents' positioning. 

The consequence of this, though, is 
that for periods in the first half 
against Fulham, the frenetic 
movement and fluidity to Arsenal's 
play made it hard to decipher a 
structure, and the players looked 
dizzied by the positional 
interchanging. Partey, for example, 
played as a right back, centre back 
and central midfielder, not just at 
different points within the match but 
also within the same phase of 
possession. 

In the opening minute he swapped 
positions with White, the right-sided 
centre back. White then advanced 
upfield and Partey drove forward 
alongside Rice, leaving William Saliba 
alone at centre back. 

With the ball out on the right at 
Bukayo Saka's feet and with pressure 
on his back, the winger played a blind 
pass to where he assumed the right- 
sided centre back would be. Andreas 
Pereira raced on to the loose pass and 
took his shot as Aaron Ramsdale 
attempted to scramble back. 

The forward line changed 


> 
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ARSENAL'S CHANGING SHAPE 


These graphics show the average position of Arsenal’s players against Fulham at home 
this season and last season and the volume of passes they made between each other. 


The thicker the line, the more passes played. 


This season 

On Saturday, Arsenal worked the ball to 
the wings and progressed into the final 
third before cutting back inside 


BA 
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constantly too — Martin Odegaard, 
Leandro Trossard and Havertz 
rotated into false-nine positions and 
Gabriel Martinelli even dropped into 
central midfield. 

But the structure seemed to 


Last season 
Arsenal developed their play through the 
middle of the pitch 


disorientate and unsettle Arsenal 
more than their opponents: 
throughout the first half a series of 
misplaced passes either went straight 
out of play or into unoccupied spaces. 
This led to exasperated looks between 
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the players as they pointed to where 
they expected each other to be. The 
net result was that Arsenal struggled 
to convert their possession into 
decent chances. 

Marco Silva's side were content 
defending zonally. They allowed 
Arsenal to advance on the wings, but 
Fulham stayed compact and were not 
distracted by their rotations. 

By half-time, Arteta recognised 
changes needed to be made. The first 
of those was Eddie Nketiah being 
introduced in place of Trossard. The 
striker — now definitively the club's 
No2 behind Gabriel Jesus, given 
Folarin Baloguns impending 
departure to Monaco — gave his 
team-mates a structure to work 
around and bounce off. But where the 
game really changed was when 
Zinchenko was introduced. 

The Ukraine player replaced Partey, 
with Fábio Vieira also coming on in 
the 56th minute in place of the 
indifferent Havertz. When Arsenal's 
centre backs held the ball, Zinchenko 
stepped into midfield alongside Rice. 
With the pair offering passing options 
infield, Arsenal finally had a route 
through the middle. 

Zinchenko added dexterity, 
precision and a forward thrust to 
Arsenal's midfield in place of the 
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clunky Partey. Critically, the 
substitute also provided structure, 
which allowed Arsenal to build 
rhythm and increase their tempo. 

Once the ball moved into the final 
third, Zinchenko would either offer 
himself as a passing option in the left 
half-space channel or fly round 
Martinelli on the left, offering an 
overlapping option — as Kieran 
Tierney (who has joined Real 
Sociedad on loan for the rest of the 
season) once did. 

Fulham were now being challenged 
through the middle of the pitch and 
from the wings. Arsenal, finally, 
looked like the team that tore through 
opponents for much of last season. 

Vieira won a penalty after breaking 
into the penalty area from the left, 
and Nketiah (somewhat 
controversially) scored Arsenal's 
second — a swift flowing move, while 
Calvin Bassey was lying injured inside 
his own penalty area. 

In simplifying Arsenal' structure, 
Arteta made his team more effective 
in the second half. 

Joao Palhinha’s late equaliser came 
as something of a surprise, then, but 
what Arteta will be concerned about 
is that his new solution to the 
problems of last season remains a 
work in progress. 


GA 
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T dont want to be 
player who ends 
career with just 
a pile of trainers’ 


Manning would get noticed by an 


Ryan Manning explains | English club again. i 

to Kit Shepard how his | season for rejecting Ipswich. Even his 
property and investment | sisted the Engish advenae y he 
companies will safeguard “There weren't many professional 

his future after football | aia?’ Manning says “A lot go over to 


England] and come back home so my 
friends probably thought I would be 
better doing my Leaving Cert 
[Ireland's equivalent of A-levels] than 
coming back from England in three 
or four years with nothing.” 
Ultimately, he got the best of both 
worlds. Representing Ireland 
Under-19 turned important heads and 
he signed for Queens Park Rangers in 
January 2015 — after finishing school. 
Manning did not make his debut until 
New Year's Eve 2016 but has since 
become a Championship stalwart 


with Queens Park Rangers, 
Rotherham United, Swansea City 
a 9^ 5 and Southampton, whom he 


At the age of 16, long before he 
became a symbol of Southampton’s 
new direction, Ryan Manning made a 
decision so impeccably sensible that it 
almost looked silly. 

Born in 1996, Manning was a 
promising footballer for Mervue 
United in his native Galway when 
Ipswich Town offered the schoolboy a 
contract. 

For a football-obsessed child 
from Ireland, this was an ambition 
fulfilled. Moving to an English 
Football League club meant a 
higher standard, greater 
exposure and a shot at 


generational wealth. «4$». signed for this summer. 

Yet under his parents’ an f Does he hold any grudges 
orders, Manning turned á N against his parents, who 
Ipswich down. Le postponed his career in 

"There were a few d Y England for a couple of 
awkward 4 § years? Manning is far too 
conversations pragmatic for that 
around the kitchen à mentality. 
table when the “It was tough at the 
opportunity came time but now I am a bit 
but I wasn't ; older and wiser, I’m 
allowed to take | 1 j glad my parents made 
it” Manning E j WY» that decision for me,” 


recalls. “My mum and dad 
always said to me that the 
chances of making it in 
football were so slim and you 
need something to fall back 
on.” 

He stayed home and 
completed secondary school, 
potentially passing up the 
opportunity of a lifetime. “Soccer” 
lives in the shadows of Gaelic 
football and hurling in Galway, so 
there was no guarantee that 


, ^7 Manning, now 27, says 
— ofthe Ipswich episode. “I have 
made it in the game but I 
always had education in my 

Y back pocket. Worst-case 
scenario, I would have just gone 
back home and started 

ne. university rather than leaving at 

16 and needing to go back into 

y school, which would have been a 

harder path." 
y Even though he has played in 
¿59 England5 second tier for eight 
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consecutive seasons, Manning 
remains very aware of that ^worst- 
case scenario". Injury, loss of form or 
bad luck could end any player's career 
in a moment, while the arrival of his 
first child this year has accentuated 
the importance of preparing for 
retirement. 

Through his property company in 
Manchester and investment business, 
Manning is exploring how he can 
support his family outside football. 

"I'm trying to make sure that I’m 
not reckless with my decision- 
making,” the left back says. “I’ve got 
the little girl now so you've got that 
bit more to look out for. 

"You've got to make the most of 
what you've made in your career and 
make sure you don't look back one 
day and regret buying a thousand 
pairs of trainers that don't fit you any 
more.” 

Everything suggests he would adapt 


SON) 


seamlessly should the worst 

happen. Manning passed those 
Leavers Cert exams with flying 
colours and would have studied 
physiotherapy at University College 
Dublin had QPR not picked him up 
during a gap year. The stereotype of 
the dumb footballer with scant 
qualifications certainly does not apply 
to him. 

His career is in decent shape, too. 
Having excelled under Russell Martin 
at Swansea over the previous two 
seasons, Manning followed his 
manager to Southampton this 
summer. With prior knowledge of the 
new regime and a technique that 
earned five goals and ten assists from 
left back or left wing-back last 
campaign, he is a perfect fit as 
Southampton adopt Martin's 
possession-hoarding style after 
relegation from the Premier League. 
He also has six Ireland caps, though 


the most recent came back in March 
2022. 

Southampton now have ten points 
from four games with Manning 
supplying both the assists in their 2-1 
victory over his former club QPR. 
Ever the forward planner, Manning's 
football objectives stretch far beyond 
getting one over a former club. 

"The goal is to get promoted into 
the Premier League with 
Southampton and get as many 
Ireland caps as I can;" he says. 
"They're the goals I had as a kid and 
luckily I'm living them out at the 
moment. Living the dream, you could 
say.” 

You could indeed. But if that dream 
ever becomes a nightmare, Manning 
should be just fine. 


Kit Shepard and lan Whittell on all the 
big stories from the EFL this weekend 
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Winners and Louza: midfielder’s mistakes costly for Watford 


Valérien Ismaél dropped him for poor 


| Watford i Blackburn | | timekeeping; Ryan Hedges punished 
i him for giving the ball away after he 
1 had come on as a substitute. Suffice to 
say, Watford's Imrán Louza has had 
Hedges 72 happier days in his footballing career. 


Louza, a Morocco midfielder, was 
on the bench after failing to turn up 
on time for a training session. It can 
have come as no surprise: on his first 
day as Watford's latest manager 
Ismaél had been horrified to see five 
of the squad saunter in late. 

“We have our rules for the players 
and everyone must respect them all 
the time,” Ismaél explained. “Imrán 
knows why he was on the bench 
rather than starting the game. 
Nobody is bigger than the club. There 
were a lot of issues last season and 
I don't want to see any more.” 

Blackburn Rovers moved up to 


¡ RATINGS : 
: Watford (4-1-2-3): D Bachmann 7 — R Andrews 7 : 
: Q Ngakia 80min), R Porteous 7, W Hoedt 6, f 
: K Sema 6 — E Kayembe 6 — | Koné 5 (I Louza 

: 46, 4), T Dele-Bashiru 6 (G Chakvetadze 55,5) — : 
| Y Asprilla 6 (T Ince 73), V Bayo 5 CM Rajovic 56, : 
; 5), M Martins 8. Booked Andrews, Hoedt, Louza. : 
: Blackburn Rovers (4-2-3-1): A Pears 6 — J i 
: Rankin-Costello 7 (S Wharton 77), H Carter 7, : 
: D Hyam 7, C Brittain 7 — L Travis 7 (J Garrett 90), : 
: A Wharton 6 — R Hedges 7, S Szmodics 6, : 
: T Dolan 6 (A Moran 57, 5) — H Leonard 5 (S 

: Gallagher 56, 6). Booked Rankin-Costello, Hyam. : 
: Referee G Ward. .. Attendance 17,810. : 
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ninth thanks to Hedges’ 72nd-minute 
breakaway winner. Watford remain 
15th but at least Ismaél, the man 
brought in to tame a dressing room 
that went feral last season, got to 
prove a point. 

None for his team though, despite 
24 shots, four of which were on target. 
Watford have not scored in league 
action since the opening-day 
thrashing of Queens Park Rangers, 
317 minutes of not quite good enough. 
“We are pleased with the way we play 
and at some point we will change the 
momentum,” Ismaél said. 

Sammie Szmodics was denied by a 
fine parry by Daniel Bachmann in the 
first half but the Rovers man was 
guilty of surrendering possession 
soon after to hand Matheus Martins 
the first of many Watford chances. 

Martins, the Brazilian forward now 


Blackburn’s goalscorer Hedges, left, 
and Louza battle for possession 


in his second loan spell from Udinese, 
forced Aynsley Pears to make a 
decent save and went even closer in 
the 29th minute, cutting in from the 
left and planting a drive on to the bar. 
Louza came on for the second 
period and it was not long before 
Martins went close with a couple of 


long-range efforts. Rovers also 
survived a penalty shout for handball. 

Hedges showed Watford how to 
finish directly after Louza had 
squandered possession. The substitute 
Sam Gallagher sent Lewis Travis on a 
goalwards run that was stopped by a 
well-timed tackle by Ryan Porteous. 
Hedges seized the loose ball however, 
juggled it briefly then beat Bachmann 
from the tightest of angles. 

It was not Watford's day, nor 
Martins’ as the Brazilian saw another 
effort palmed away by Pears and onto 
a post. 

“I was disappointed that we were 
not leading two or three-nil by half- 
time because there were some key 
moments,” Jon Dahl Tomasson, the 
Blackburn manager, said. “We spoke 
about those and in the second half we 
scored from one.” 


But now the fallout from 
World Cup kiss is being 
felt in government, 


In the early 1990s, a new chat show 
launched on Spanish television. Las 
Noches de Tal y Tal’s star was a man of 
bulk and ubiquity called Jesús Gil. He 
sometimes hosted the programme 
bare-chested in a jacuzzi surrounded 
by much younger women in bikinis. 
The late Gil was probably best known 
as a president of Atletico Madrid, the 
third most supported football club in 
the country. 

He was also the mayor of Marbella 
and a racist who called Ajax’s 
Champions League-winning team 
“Congo” because they had so many 
black players. And if you were, say, 
the prime minister of Great Britain 
during the period his TV show was 
airing, you'd assume he was sexist. “I 
know Mrs Thatcher personally,” he 
boasted to viewers, “she’s a girl, but a 
good one.” 

At its peak, Las Noches de Tal y Tal 
(Such-and-such Nights) commanded 
a big audience share. Gil had popular 
appeal. After Atletico fans voted him 
in there, he spent 16 years running 
the club. Marbella re-elected him 
three times, and if, within his sporting 
and civic constituencies, many found 
him horribly outrageous and some 
just chortled at his brash 
authoritarianism, they recognised his 
expertise at leveraging influence and 
cultivating a sense of impunity. 

Gil had served time in prison 
in the late 1960s after a 
residential block built by one of 
his firms collapsed, fatally. Two 
decades later, and until he was 
jailed for corruption in 2002, he 
had become one of the most 
recognisable faces of 
Spanish football, a 
corner of the game 
where, because 
supporters of its 
leading clubs \ 
elected their 
presidents, there 
was always a 
likelihood that 
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Players from Hermoso’s former club Atletico Madrid Femenino unite with the AC Milan squad before a pre-season fixture to show their support for the Spain star, who 


the men in power — they were 
almost always men — would be 
loudmouthed, combative performers. 
Last week some Spaniards of a 
certain age were recalling Gil and his 
unreconstructed vulgarity because of 
the surreal train of events following 
the greatest night in the national 
womens teams history, the winning of 
a first World Cup. The prompt: the 
behaviour of the now-suspended 
president of the Spanish Football 
Federation (RFEF), Luis 
Rubiales, during the medal 
4 ceremony, when he kissed the 
player Jenni Hermoso on the 
A mouth, seizing her by the back 
of her head, and in the VIP 
seats during the 1-0 win against 
England, when he gestured 
towards his crotch. The 
incidents drew 
condemnation 
from players, from 


Sevilla players, 
including Jesus 
Navas, called 
for Rubiales 

to resign 


government and from commentators 
detecting a time warp, a lurch back to 
a previous century, when macho was 
mainstream and Gil and his silent 
girls wore only swimming costumes 
in the primetime jacuzzi. 

Yet Rubialess podium machismo 
also felt uncomfortably 
contemporary, a portrait of how 
things are, not were, for women in 
football. And no Spanish exclusivity 
on this: “Can you twerk?” Ada 
Hegerberg, the Norway footballer was 
asked by a male compere live on stage 
on receiving the Ballon d’Or as 
recently as 2018. 

Nor was it easy to avoid hearing a 
familiar timbre in the aggressive 
indignation of Rubiales as he faced a 
global chorus of demands he should 
step down, having so conspicuously 
failed in the responsibilities of a 
public-facing, duty-of-care position. 
Even as he refused to resign, his 
RFEF was threatening legal action 
against Hermoso, who challenged 
Rubiales’s contention that the kiss 
had been consensual. 

If that was tone-deaf, its echo 
sounded familiar. Only three months 


ago, when Spanish football was 
confronted with its failure to police 
racism in stadiums on an ugly night 
of abuse targeting the Real Madrid 
winger Vinicius Jr, the president of La 
Liga, Javier Tebas, took it upon 
himself to belittle the player's 
judgment with at least as much 
energy as he addressed the offences. 
“Get your facts right,” Tebas told 
Vinicius, “don't let yourself be 
manipulated.” 

You could call this “the crude 
make-yourself-the-victim ploy” — 
precisely the description used by the 
same Tebas of Rubiales — there is no 
love lost between these two chief 
governors of Spain's national sport — 
only last Friday, when a defiant 
Rubiales made an extraordinary 
speech to fellow RFEF delegates at an 
emergency meeting. “I will not 
resign” he repeated, five times, as he 
composed a narrative in which 
Hermoso, like Vinicius, had it all 
wrong. There were other forces at 
play: Rubiales styled himself as the 
injured party in a “hunt”, chased 
down by “fake feminism”. 

By the accounts of several 
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Fans at yesterday’s La Liga match 
between Villarreal and Barcelona sit 
behind a banner that bears the 
message: “We are with you, Jenni” 


federation delegates who attended the 
now-notorious meeting, Rubiales had 
lobbied for ostentatious shows of 
support. He gained them, live and 
televised. There was applause from 
senior RFEF employees, such as the 
head coaches of the Spain women’s 
and men’s teams, Jorge Vilda and Luis 
de la Fuente, who both put their 


Pochettino serves up honesty and empathy to revive Sterling 


HENRY WINTER 
CHIEF FOOTBALL WRITER 


Raheem Sterling’s one-on-one 
meeting with Mauricio Pochettino in 
pre-season has proved vital in the 
winger's return to form and to 
Chelsea's improving start to the new 
campaign. Sterling, 28, also asked 
Chelsea to recommend a nutritionist 
and has benefited from shedding 
some muscle and weight he thought 
contributed to muscular problems. 

Sterling's strong performances 
inevitably revive talk over whether 
Gareth Southgate, the England 
manager, will restore him to the 
squad being announced on Thursday. 
England play Ukraine in Wroclaw, 
Poland, on September 9 and then 
Scotland at Hampden Park on 
September 12. 

Sterling missed England’s previous 
two internationals, the Euro 2024 
qualifiers against Malta and North 


Macedonia in June, after he and 
Southgate decided that it would be 
best if the player sat out the games to 
focus on regaining his sharpness. 

Southgate said Sterling needed to 
be back at his best and he is proving 
that he is, or certainly getting close to 
it, and that process has been helped 
by Pochettino. 

Sterling endured a difficult first 
season at Chelsea after his 
£475 million move from Manchester 
City but has been encouraged by 
Pochettino, Chelsea’s new head coach, 
making such an effort to ask what 
went wrong for the player last year, 
then create the ideal role for him. 

During a meeting in Pochettino's 
office, Sterling voiced his frustration 
at having to play seven positions last 
season, including as a false nine and 
as a striker alongside Kai Havertz in a 
4-4-2 under Thomas Tuchel. The 
Germans successor, Graham Potter, 
fielded Sterling at wingback, left and 


right, as well as a winger. Potter's 
successor, Frank Lampard, voiced his 
own frustration when having to field 
Sterling as a centre forward owing to 
the absence of alternatives. 

Sterling told Pochettino that being 
asked to play with his back to goal at 
times limited his effectiveness. He 
also remarked to Pochettino that it 
had been difficult to build 
understanding and link-ups when he 
was constantly changing positions. 

Sterling came away from the 
meeting impressed that Pochettino 
wanted to establish what went wrong 
last season and wanted to hear his 
views on tactics. Pochettino 
subsequently fielded Sterling on the 
right of an attacking triumvirate in a 
3-4-3 system, and encouraged him to 
target the channels between opposing 
defences. With the wingback Malo 
Gusto close by, Sterling enjoyed even 
more licence to attack. 

Pochettino told Sterling that he 


wanted to see him running at 
defenders, and Sterling has responded 
with a vibrant display in the draw 
with Liverpool and in the defeat by 
West Ham United and, particularly, in 
scoring twice, and setting up the 
other, in the 3-0 win over Luton 
Town on Friday night. Not only was 
Sterling turning, accelerating and 
weaving past defenders but he was 
also bouncing off others. 

Sterling revival is also down to 
sorting out a niggle in his hamstring 
and improving his recovery sessions. 
His improved form can also be 
attributed to his request to Chelsea to 
recommend a nutritionist, and 
moving to a more protein-based diet, 
and losing a small amount of weight, 
and shedding some muscle that he 
thought placed pressure on his 
hamstring. He looks leaner and 
quicker. Sterling has also benefited 
from Pochettino’s focus on improving 
the players' fitness. 


Those close to the Chelsea dressing 
room say that Pochettino has brought 
“guidance and structure" to the team, 
and his noted man-management 
skills, his honesty and empathy, seem 
to be bringing the best out of Sterling. 
Those familiar with Sterling's form 
down the years will note that he 
inhabits that productive place where 
he is happy with his role, and the 
support from his manager, and still 
has that desire to prove people wrong. 

During pre-season, Sterling spoke 
to his team-mates and said there were 
“no excuses" this season, and that 
they had to improve on last year's 
showing, when Chelsea finished 12th. 

Sterling is an important player for 
Pochettino as well as Southgate, not 
least because he is such a role model 
for their younger players. Southgate 
has many options out wide, including 
Bukayo Saka, Marcus Rashford, Jack 
Grealish and Phil Foden, but 
Sterling return to form is well timed. 
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ere machismo rules 


has challenged Rubiales's claim that the World Cup kiss, below, was consensual. The Spanish FA president has refused to quit but is provisionally suspended by Fifa 


hands together to clap at the “fake 
feminism” line. 

Rubiales left the room feeling like a 
victor. The next day, Fifa imposed an 
initial 90-day suspension on him, 
pending its investigation into his 
conduct in Sydney. By then, all the 
World Cup-winning squad members 
had announced they would not play 
for Spain if Rubiales remained in his 
post. Most of the World Cup coaching 
staff have quit too, leaving Vilda 
almost alone among the medal- 
bearers for not having stepped down 
and as the lingering emblem of a 
bruised culture at the elite end of the 
sport in Spain. 

Vilda has long been a Rubiales ally, 
frequently reminded of his debt to the 
RFEF boss. Eleven months ago, 15 
Spain internationals told the 
federation they would not be playing 
for the country again if the “current 
situation” persisted. The federation 
responded that it would not bow to 
“pressure and manipulations”. Vilda, 
with whom some players had clashed, 
kept his job. 

Three of the 2022 refusenik players 
eventually returned and were in the 


squad for the World Cup. And the 
next squad? Vilda has to name his 
players for Nations League fixtures in 
the middle of next month with 38 
senior internationals having 
announced they will not play 
while Rubiales holds the 
presidency. He can 
expect an awkward 
press conference, 
with questions 
about why he was 
clapping when 
Rubiales railed 
against “fake 
feminism”. 

Likewise De la 
Fuente, who, in step 
with Vilda, issued a 
statement condemning 
Rubiales’s actions in 
Sydney only after having 
acted as cheerleader a day earlier. 
The Spain men’s head coach, 
appointed late last year, has already 
heard from one would-be boycotter, 
the Real Betis striker Borja Iglesias, 
who won two caps last season but has 
said he will not accept another until 
Rubiales leaves his post. Andrés 


Iniesta, icon of the men’s game and 
scorer of Spain’s winning goal in the 
2010 World Cup final, also spoke up 
yesterday, posting his “sadness” that 
the country’s second World Cup 
celebration had been “tarnished” 
by a “president clinging on 
to his position, not 
admitting his 
behaviour was 
unacceptable and 
damaging the 
image of our 
country and its 
football”. Sevilla’s 
men’s team called 
on Rubiales to quit. 
The damage is felt 
a keenly in 
government, where 
Rubiales had previously 
enjoyed support, in part for 
his role in overseeing a bid, 
jointly with Morocco and Portugal, to 
host the mens 2030 World Cup, a 
project viewed favourably within Fifa. 
But within hours of welcoming home 
the new world champions, the acting 
prime minister, Pedro Sánchez, was 
interrupting the complex negotiations 


around trying to form a new 
government — general elections last 
month gave neither his left-leaning 
coalition nor an alliance including the 
far-right Vox party a clear majority — 
to call out Rubiales's behaviour as 
"unacceptable". 

Government has no mandate to 
dismiss Rubiales, but it has backed a 
process, through Spain's National 
Sports Council, that could remove 
him from office in advance of any 
outcome from Fifa’s disciplinary 
proceedings. It is also attuned to how 
the story of the World Cup aftermath 
chimes with arguments that defined 
July’s general election, what Sanchez's 
coalition called the voters’ choice 
between a progressive Spain and one 
harking back to the 20th century. 

“T believe we will show the 
commitment of Spanish sport to the 
rights, freedoms and equality of men 
and women,” the minister for culture 
and sport, Miquel Iceta, told El Pais. 
"Womens sport is making huge 
progress, thanks to the sportswomen 
and the support of government. We 
can come out of this episode stronger, 
but only if we do things right.” 


IT STARTED WITH A KISS: 
HOW THE SAGA UNFOLDED 


August 20 Luis Rubiales kisses 
Jenni Hermoso on the lips as Spain’s 
players receive their medals after 
winning the World Cup final. 


August 21 Having initially branded 
critics of the kiss as “idiots”, 
Rubiales apologises. In a statement 
from the Spanish football federation 
(RFEF) via the news agency EFE, 
Hermoso is quoted saying: “It [the 
kiss] was a mutual gesture that was 
totally spontaneous”. 


August 22 Pedro Sanchez, Spain's 
acting prime minister, calls the 
apology by Rubiales “inadequate”. 


August 23 In a statement with 
Futpro, the union representing 
Spain’s women’s players, Hermoso 
demands “exemplary measures are 
adopted to protect women 
footballers from actions that we 
believe are unacceptable”. 


August 24 Fifa announces that it 
has opened disciplinary 
proceedings against Rubiales. 
Spanish media reports that he is set 
to resign. 


August 25 Rubiales emphatically 
announces he will not resign at an 
emergency RFEF meeting. More 
than 80 Spain players, including all 
of the 2023 Women’s World Cup 
squad, say they will not play until 
Rubiales steps down. Hermoso says 
in a statement that the kiss was not 
consensual and that she has been 
“under continuous pressure to 
make a statement that could justify 
Mr Luis Rubiales's actions”. The 
Spanish government says it will try 
to suspend Rubiales. 


August 26 Rubiales is provisionally 
suspended by Fifa. The entire 
coaching staff of Spain's women's 
team resign apart from the head 
coach Jorge Vilda, who concedes 
the kiss was “inappropriate”. The 
RFEF says it would take legal action 
over Hermoso's comments. 


Yesterday The RFEF’s sexual 
violence protocol is activated. 


KANE DOUBLE 
ON HOME BOW 


Harry Kane scored twice on his full 
home debut for Bayern Munich, as 
they won 3-1 against Augsburg in 
the Bundesliga. 

On his first start as a Bayern player 
at the Allianz Arena, Kane got his first 
goal with a penalty after 40 minutes, 
firing down the middle to make it 2-0. 
Felix Uduokhai's own goal had given 
Bayern the lead. 

Kane's second in the 69th minute 
showed the clinical streak he can add 
to a side full of threats out wide. 

Kingsley Coman released Alphonso 
Davies and the left back fashioned 
space with a trademark burst of 
speed. His low cross found Kane and 
the England captain needed only one 
touch, neatly lifting the ball over Finn 
Dahmen with his right foot. He wasted 
a great chance for a hat-trick by 
miscuing a header from ten yards, 
before Dion Beljo's consolation goal. 
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Barcelona trio roll back the years 


Lionel Messi has played nine games 
for Inter Miami and in each one he 
has given the worshipping crowd an 
exhilarating memory. 

The latest came against New York 
Red Bulls on Saturday night, when 
Messi and his old Barcelona 
team-mates constructed a goal 
replete with shades of their glory days 
in Catalonia. 

With Miami leading 1-0 thanks to 
Diego Gómez, Sergio Busquets 
played a glorious, first-time ball 
towards Jordi Alba on the left wing in 
the 89th minute. Alba then played an 
acrobatic pass of his own — which 


was both entertaining and wholly 
unnecessary — to find Messi inside 
the area. 

From there, the 36-year-old almost 
came to a stop before displaying 
outrageous skill and vision with a 
subtle, diagonal pass through the New 
York defence. 

Benjamin Cremaschi got on the end 
of it and had the simple task of 
crossing back to Messi, who tapped it 
in. The mastery sealed a 2-0 win. 

Miami have won every game since 
Messis arrival, with the side's 
confidence so high that he no longer 
needs to start every match. 

They needed extra time and 
penalties to knock out FC Cincinnati 
in the US Open Cup semi-finals the 
previous Wednesday (Messi recorded 
two assists), so he was named as a 
substitute away to New York to 
preserve his ageing legs. 

That decision upset the Red Bull 
Arena crowd, who demanded his 


introduction from the first whistle. 
"When we found out that he wouldn't 
be starting I expected there was going 
to be a couple of angry fans,” 
DeAndre Yedlin, the Miami right 
back, said. 

"But if I was a kid or a fan and 
I came, I would want to see the 
greatest to ever play the game as well, 
so I can't blame them.” 

That Miami went 1-0 up and could 
wait 60 minutes before granting the 
fans' wish is a marker of the entire 
team’s improvements since Messi's 
arrival. They moved off the bottom of 
the MLS Eastern Conference with 
the victory. 

As for Messi's personal numbers, he 
already has 11 goals and three assists 
for Miami. Whether those figures 
reflect his ability or that of the 
opposition is debatable, but the 
flashes of genius he is unveiling every 
game can be enjoyed by zealots and 
cynics alike. 
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Premier League 


Home Away 
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1 Manchester City 


2 West Ham United 


3 Tottenham Hotspur 
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Sky Bet Championship 


Home Away 


A 1 Leicester City 


A 2 Norwich City 
A 3 Birmingham City 


3 


A 4 Southampton 


A 5 Preston North End 


v 6 Ipswich Town 
A 7 West Bromwich Albion 


v 8 Hull City 


A 9 Blackburn Rovers 


v 10 Stoke City 


A 11 Millwall 


v 12 Coventry City 


A 13 Leeds United 


> 14 Bristol City 


v 15 Watford 


'Y 16 Plymouth Argyle 


A 17 Cardiff City 


Y 18 Sunderland 


'Y 19 Queens Park Rangers 


Y 20 Swansea City 


A 21 Rotherham United 
A 22 Middlesbrough 


Y 23 Huddersfield Town 
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Sky Bet League One 


Home Away 


Oxford United 


Exeter City 
Bolton Wanderers 


Lincoln City 


Port Vale 
Portsmouth 


al 
a2 
y3 
A4 
> 5 Stevenage 
a6 
vi 
a8 


Derby County 


Y 9 Cambridge United 


10 Peterborough United 


A 11 Shrewsbury Town 


A 12 Barnsley 


A 13 Northampton Town 


A 14 Wycombe Wanderers 


v 15 Blackpool 


Y 16 tReading 


v 17 Bristol Rovers 


A. 18 Leyton Orient 


Y 19 Charlton Athletic 


v 20 "Wigan Athletic 
v 21 Carlisle United 


A 22 Burton Albion 


Y 23 Fleetwood Town 
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deducted *8pts/t1pt for breaching league rules 
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Sky Bet League Two 


Home Away 


ELI 


A 1 Milton Keynes Dons 


Y 2 Gillingham 


A 3 Accrington Stanley 


A 4 Notts County 


vw 5 AFC Wimbledon 


A 6 Newport County 
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A 7 Mansfield Town 
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A 8 Swindon Town 


v 9 Barrow 


Y 10 Salford City 


Y 11 Morecambe 


A. 12 Bradford City 


y 13 Crawley Town 


Y 14 Crewe Alexandra 
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y 15 Grimsby Town 


v 16 Wrexham 


A 17 Harrogate Town 


'v 18 Walsall 


'Y 19 Stockport County 


A 20 Forest Green Rovers 
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v 21 Tranmere Rovers 


A 22 Colchester United 
v 23 Sutton United 
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'Y 24 Doncaster Rovers 
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Our statistics guru on 
the dominance of English 
sides over Scotland's elite 
since glory days of the 
1960s north of the border 


Aston Villa reinforced English 
dominance over Scottish clubs when 
they beat Hibernian 5-0 in the 
Europa Conference League last week. 

It was the 3lst two-legged tie 
between teams from these two 
nations in European competition, 
with a further six in Champions 
League groups, and English clubs 
have been very much on top. 

The first English-Scottish meeting 
came in the inaugural Cup Winners’ 
Cup in 1960-61, when Rangers beat 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in the 
semi-finals. The Rangers winger Alex 
Scott scored the first goal in a 2-0 
first-leg win in front of 79,229 at 
Ibrox, and the Glasgow team reached 
the final, losing to Fiorentina. 


English v Scottish clubs in major 
European club competition 
European Cup/Champions League 
Knockout matches 

P4, 2 English wins, 2 Scottish wins 
Cup Winners’ Cup knockout 

P4, 2 English wins, 2 Scottish wins 
Fairs Cup knockout 

P10, 9 English wins, 1 Scottish win 
Uefa Cup/Europa League knockout 
P12, 9 English wins, 3 Scottish wins 


BILL EDGAR’S 
DEEP DIVE INTO 
CROSS-BORDER 
RIVALRIES 


Europa Conference League matches 
Pl, 1 English win 

Champions League group matches 
P12, 7 English wins, 1 Scottish win 


There has never been an English- 
Scottish final in European 
competition but representatives from 
the two nations have met in six semi- 
finals, all between 1960 and 1970. 

Scottish clubs won two of these: 
Rangers beat Wolves in 1961, while 
Celtic eliminated Leeds United in 
1970 in the only European Cup semi- 
final meeting, when 136,505 watched 
the second leg at Hampden Park. 

Two seasons earlier Leeds had 
seen off Hibernian (round of 16), 
Rangers (quarter-finals) and Dundee 
(semi-finals) to reach the Fairs Cup 
final, in which they beat Ferencvaros. 
In the 1969 Fairs Cup semi-finals 
Newcastle United beat Rangers en 
route to what remains their most 
recent major trophy. 


Semi-final meetings 

1961 Cup Winners’ Cup 

First leg Rangers 2 Wolves 0 
Second leg Wolves 1 Rangers 1 
1966 Cup Winners' Cup 

First leg Celtic 1 Liverpool 0 
Second leg Liverpool 2 Celtic 0 
1967 Fairs Cup 

First leg Leeds 4 Kilmarnock 2 
Second leg Kilmarnock 0 Leeds 0 
1968 Fairs Cup 

First leg Dundee 1 Leeds 1 
Second leg Leeds 1 Dundee 0 
1969 Fairs Cup 

First leg Rangers 0 Newcastle 0 


Bale was one of five different Spurs 


Second leg Newcastle 2 Rangers 0 
1970 European Cup 

First leg Leeds 0, Celtic 1 

Second leg Celtic 2, Leeds 1 


The biggest victory was achieved last 
season with Liverpool beating 
Rangers 7-1 in Glasgow. Peter 
Osgood was the first of five different 


Premier League Millwall (1) 1 Stoke (0) O | Stevenage (0)0 Portsmouth (0) O 
Arsenal (0 2 Fulham (m2 | Nisbet38 15,254 5,352 
Saka 70 (pen) Pereira 1 Preston (0) 2 Swansea a) 1 Sent off: J Forster-Caskey (Stevenage) 56, 
Nketiah 72 Palhinha 87 Hughes 67 Ashby 33 J Rafferty (Portsmouth) 56 
59,961 Holmes 79 14,464 Wigan (0) O Barnsley m2 
Sent off: C Bassey (Fulham) 83 Rotherham (0) 1 Leicester — (D 2 | 10,683 Cole 26, McAtee 90+2 
amoun (0) 0 Tenennam (D 2 | Onyedinma 53 McAteer 12, 84 Sent off: C Hughes (Wigan) 21 
I addison 11,418 
eee Southampton (1) 2 QPR ape | Lease Two 
Brentford (1) 1 Crystal Palace (0) 1 | Edozie30 Colback 33 AFC Wimbledon (1) 1 Forest Green(0) 1 
Schade 18 Andersen 76 Armstrong 64 30,401 Ball Deeney 75 
16,997 s 
i Watford (0) O Blackburn (0) 1 
Brighton (0) 1 WestHam (03 | 17810 Hedges 72 Barrow (0) 1 Wrexham — (D 1 
Gross 81 Ward-Prowse 19 West B (2) 4 Middlesbrough (1) 2 Acquah 52 Lee 12 (pen) 
eee Anton kipré 22 Swift28 Latte Lath 29. no 
Antonio 63 ipré 22, Swit atte La " 
Thomas-Asante 47 Forss 85 (pen) Bradford City ( 1 Crewe (0) O 
Burnley (0) 1 Aston Villa (2 3 | sarmiento 90+1 23,691 Walker 43 16,736 
Foster 47 ener Sent off: T Smith (Middlesbrough) 51 Gillingham (0) 0 Colchester (0) 3 
: " i League One 6,991 Kelleher 64, Tovide 77 
Everton (0)O Wolves (0) Bristol Rovers (0) 1 Wycombe (1) 2 Ihionvien 82 
38,851 Kalajdzic 87 Vale 83 Low 19, McCleary 74 Sent off: E Coleman (Gillingham) 87 
y 
Man United (1) 3 Nottm Forest(2) 2 | Burton Albion (0) 1 Bolton (0) 1 | Harrogate Town (1) 2 Morecambe (0) O 
Eriksen 17. Awoniyi 2 Helm 46 Charles 58 Armstrong 20 (pen) 2,224 
Casimiro 52 Boly 4 3,711 Thomson 66 
Fernandes 76 (pen 73,595 E $ 
Sent off: J Worrall (Nottingham Forest) 67 Cheltenham (0) O Northampton (0) 1 Sent off: F Rawson a 64 i 
Newcastle (1) 1 Liverpool (0) 2 | 3907 Hoskins 88 MK Dons (2) Doncaster (0) 
Gordon 25 Núñez 81, 90+3 Exeter (D 2 Reading a) 1 | Harvie 16 Molyneux 56 
52,214 ae Aimson 34 Knibbs 45+3 O'Horaaa 5,697 
Sent off: V van Dijk (Liverpool) 28 Cole 90+3 7,956 Mansfield Town () 3 Stockport (2) 2 
Sheffield Utd(0) 1 Man City (0) 2 Fleetwood (0) O Shrewsbury (1) 1 Maris 14 Barry 6 ` 
Bogle 85 Haaland 63 3,380 Udoh 41 Keillor-Dunn 69, 80 Horsfall 25 j 
31,336 Rodri 88 Sent off: J Lynch (Fleetwood Town) 43, 7,492 mn => 
Sky Bet Championship H ml ren iiO Newport Co (0) 3 Sutton Utd (0) 1 A = 
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Rodon 7 (09) Rutter 10, Gnonto 14 à Stirk 81 Eisa 52 County 
Broadhead 45*7 Piroe 19, Sinisterra75 | PortVale (0) 1 Carlisle (00 | 5314 
Chaplin 90+7 29,606 Wilson 50 (pen) 6,997 Sent off: C Hussey (Walsall) 90+2 
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players to score against Hearts in 2011, a victory that typified the supremacy of English sides against their Scottish rivals 


Chelsea scorers against Morton in 
1968 and Gareth Bale was among five 
different Tottenham Hotspur scorers 
against Heart of Midlothian in 2011. 
The highest-scoring draw was also 
Pep Guardiola’s first failure to win as 
Manchester City manager: he had 
won ten out of ten before a 3-3 with 
Celtic in Glasgow in September 2016. 


Most individual goals in a game (3) 


Mohamed Salah Rangers 1 
Liverpool 7 

Champions League group stage 
Oct 12, 2022 

John Toshack Liverpool 3 Hibs 1 
Uefa Cup first round, second leg 
Sept 30, 1975 

Rod Belfitt Leeds 4 Kilmarnock 2 


Fairs Cup semi-final, first leg 
May 19, 1967 


The Liverpool players John Toshack 
and Mohamed Salah have supplied 
two of the three hat-tricks scored in 
English-Scottish games, with Roberto 
Firmino adding two goals to Salah's 
contribution against Rangers. The 


third hat-trick was scored by Leeds 
reserve striker Rod Belfitt against 
Kilmarnock in 1967. 

John White and Bobby Smith 
scored twice for Tottenham against 
Rangers in separate matches in 1962, 
while Ruud van Nistelrooy (against 
Rangers), Louis Saha and Dimitar 
Berbatov (both against Celtic) all 
scored twice for Manchester United 
in Champions League games 
between 2003 and 2008. Of the 
12 doubles in these fixtures, three 
were scored for Scottish teams, 
including by Peter Weir when 
Aberdeen knocked Ipswich Town out 
of the Uefa Cup in 1981-82. 

The aforementioned Scottish 
forward White is the only player to 
have scored a double against a 
compatriot club in these English- 
Scottish games. But three Scottish 
pairs have scored in the same match 
for English clubs against Scottish 
opponents: John Boyle and Charlie 
Cooke in Chelsea's 5-0 over Morton 
in September 1968; Jim Scott and 
Jackie Sinclair in Newcastle's 2-0 
victory against Rangers in May 1969; 
and Kenny Dalglish and Alan 
Hansen for Liverpool in their 4-0 
European Cup win over Aberdeen in 
November 1980. 

The Scottish midfielder Colin 
Walsh hit Nottingham Forest's Uefa 
Cup winner away to Celtic, while his 
compatriot Eddie Gray scored the 
only goal for Leeds in Fairs Cup 
matches against both Hibernian (in 
1967) and Dundee (in 1968). 

The Scot Gary McAllister scored in 
the first minute for Leeds away to 
Rangers in a Champions League 
match in 1992, but his team lost 2-1 
and then suffered the same outcome 
in the reverse fixture, in which the 
English striker Mark Hateley was on 
target for Rangers at Elland Road. 
Three other Englishmen have 
followed Hateley’s lead by scoring in 
their home country for Scottish sides. 
Patrick Roberts earned Celtic a 1-1 
draw away to Manchester City in the 
Champions League in 2016, while 
Chris Sutton (away to Blackburn 
Rovers in 2002) and Alan Thompson 


(away to Liverpool in 2003) helped 
Celtic progress in the Uefa Cup. 
That beaten Blackburn team were 
managed by Graeme Souness, but his 
fellow Scots Sir Alex Ferguson and 
Bill Shankly both tended to get the 
better of Scottish opposition when 
managing Manchester United and 
Liverpool respectively. Tony 
Mowbray, an Englishman, managed 
Celtic in their defeat by Arsenal in a 
Champions League play-off in 2009. 


On the one occasion an English club 
contested a European final in 
Scotland and the one occasion a 
Scottish team did so in England, both 
sides lost: Borussia Dortmund beat 
Liverpool in the 1966 Cup Winners' 
Cup final at Hampden Park and 
Zenit Saint Petersburg defeated 
Rangers in the 2008 Uefa Cup final 
at the City of Manchester Stadium. 

Another cross-border match also 
ended in defeat on what was a 
notorious occasion. Celtic had lost 3-1 
away to Rapid Vienna in a Cup 
Winners' Cup match in October 1984 
but then won the return game 3-0, 
only to have the second leg declared 
void after the Austrian clubs 
goalkeeper, Herbert Feurer, alleged 
that he had been injured by a missile 
thrown from the crowd, a claim 
disputed by many. Uefa ordered that 
the second match had to be replayed 
at a neutral venue and Celtic lost 1-0 
at Old Trafford. 

Perhaps the most unlikely 
sounding English-Scottish meeting in 
European competition was West 
Bromwich Albion’s pairing with 
Dunfermline in a Cup Winners’ Cup 
quarter-final in January 1969, which 
followed each club’s most recent 
trophy success (the FA Cup and 
Scottish Cup of 1968). 

Dunfermline also won a Fairs Cup 
first-round tie against Everton in 
October 1962, aided by a trump card: 
they were managed by Jock Stein, 
who went on to oversee Celtic's 
European Cup triumph in 1967, the 
first time the continent's most 
important club trophy had gone to 
either England or Scotland. 
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POSTCARDS FROM THE PYRAMID 


Kit Shepard and lan Whittell on the biggest 
stories from the EFL each weekend 


Unsettled Leeds quartet still cut above 


SIMON DAVIES/PROSPORTS/SHUTTERSTOCK 


KIT SHEPARD 


At this embryonic stage of the season, 
when squads are still changing and 
new tactical systems are being 
embedded, individual brilliance may 
be what matters most. The front four 
that started for Leeds United in their 
4-3 win away to Ipswich Town have 
plenty of that attribute. 

Luis Sinisterra, Wilfried Gnonto, 
Georginio Rutter and Joél Piroe 
epitomise the uncertain, transient 
nature of football in August. Yet 
Ipswich, who had started their return 
to the Championship by winning their 
three opening games and conceding 
just once, could not contain them for 
brief moments on Saturday. 

Brief moments were all this quartet 
needed. Rutter made it 1-1 out of 
nothing, waltzing between three 
defenders and slotting home. "It's an 
individual bit of brilliance from a 
player who is at a much higher level 
than we've faced before,” Kieran 
McKenna, the Ipswich manager, said. 

Rutter is emblematic of Leeds's 
recent tribulations. Signed from 
Hoffenheim in January for up to 
£35 million, he failed to score in 11 
Premier League appearances as Leeds 
were relegated, and looked a waste of 
money. However, this strike hinted at 
why he commanded such a fee. Most 
importantly, he is only 21. 

Gnontos performances last season 
earned the 19-year-old plaudits and 
suitors. He has tried to force a 
transfer this summer, which led to 
him missing the previous three 
games, but was reintroduced to the 
starting XI after apologising to the 
Leeds manager, Daniel Farke. 
Starting on the right wing, he 
displayed power and his low centre of 
gravity, guiding in Sam Byrams cross 
to make it 2-1 after 14 minutes. 

Like Gnonto, Sinisterra's 
encouraging showings in the Premier 
League have fuelled transfer 
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speculation and he was left out for 
two matches while an issue in his 
contract was resolved. His agility and 
footwork confounded Harry Clarke in 
the 19th minute, as he cut inside the 
right back and made space for a shot. 


Highs for Wycombe's Low 


Joe Low, the former Bristol City 
defender, revelled in his role of 
returning villain in Wycombe 
Wanderers' 2-1 win away to Bristol 
Rovers although he conceded that his 
goal was not the highlight of a 
memorable day. 

After the 21-year-old headed his 
team in front he earned a booking 
by pointedly running towards the 
home fans and putting a finger to 
his lips. But it was a late 
defensive block, denying 
Tristan Crama what looked 
like a Rovers equaliser, 
that he savoured the 
most. “Joe said he 
enjoyed the block 
more than the goal, 
but I don’t want to go 
overboard about him,” 
Matt Bloomfield, the 
Wycombe manager, 
said. “He's done 
everything we've asked of 
him and we're really proud 
to have him as one of us, 
with the way he goes 
about his work.” 

Joey Barton, the Bristol 
Rovers manager, had his 
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Low applauds the fans 
after making contributions 
at both ends of the pitch 


own explanation for his team’s failure 
to get a second goal. 

“It’s going to sound mad and I 
know every manager comes up with 
barmy excuses but with our new 
stand being put in, it's knocked out 
the sprinkler system so it [the pitch] 

couldn't get wet,” Barton told 
- Rovers' in-house media team. 
Y . “Twas actually doing a rain 
' dance. I saw the rain at the 
Bournemouth-Tottenham 
+ game and it was a deluge. 
—— Iwas praying it came 
over here. 

"They're probably 
the worst team to 
play against on a 

bone-dry pitch with 
their big, 5-4-1 
defensive unit that want 
to play for set plays and 
fragmented moments in the 
game.” 

Elsewhere in League One, 
Charlton Athletic’s Dean 
Holden last night became the 
first EFL manager to be 
sacked this season. 

Charlton lost 2-1 away to 
leaders Oxford United on 
Saturday, their fourth 
defeat in five league games. 

Holden, 43, was appointed 
last December. 
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Vaclav Hladky could only parry to 
Piroe, who tapped in a debut goal. 

Piroe, who scored 41 Championship 
goals over the past two seasons with 
Swansea, could end Leeds's search for 
a dependable striker. His goal was 


Stansfield's big 
impact on debut 


Tom Brady, the NFL legend and 
minority owner of Birmingham City, 
is receiving a crash course in English 
football which now extends to the 
rivalry between Plymouth Argyle and 
Exeter City. 

Jay Stansfield, the Fulham striker 
on loan at Birmingham, is the reason 
for that after he capped his debut as a 
substitute for the team with the 
95th-minute winner against Argyle. 
After this 2-1 victory, Birmingham are 
up to third in the Championship after 
four games. 

The 20-year-old is the son of Adam 
Stansfield, an Exeter legend who 
helped the club rise from the fifth tier 
to League One, but who died of 
cancer in 2010. 

“I think of him with every goal 
I score in league football,” Stansfield 
said. “He scored a lot of goals so my 
aim is to beat the number of goals he 
scored and become a hero like he did. 

“I think of him every day and 
Ithink in the last couple of weeks 
I could have done with him being 
around with his experience, 
advising me. 

“I had so many teams coming in for 
me, I could have done with some 
advice on where is best to go, but I've 
got all my family around me.” 


Young a hit 
at Swindon 


Jake Young, the on-loan 
Swindon Town striker, 
continued his astonishing 
start to the season with four 
goals in 24 second-half 
minutes in a 6-0 victory 
against Crawley Town. 

Having claimed 11 goals in 
his first 75 EFL matches, the 
22-year-old has now scored 
seven times and added 
three assists — in only four 
appearances for Michael 
Flynn’s team. 

It is a remarkable 
turnaround for a player who 
was told by Mark Hughes at 
the end of last season that 
he had no future with 
Bradford City and advised 
to find another club. 

“Yes. | wouldn't have 
brought him in otherwise,” 
Flynn, when asked if he saw 
such potential in Young, 
said. “He’s a good player. 
He’s a confidence player, as 
are most strikers, but he’s 
settled in really well so far 
with the lads.” 

The result was a reality 
check for Crawley, who had 
surpassed expectations by 
taking seven points from 
their first three games. They 
have lost their past two, 
though, slipping from third 
to the bottom half. 


opportunistic and he combined with 
his team-mates well considering he 
had signed only two days earlier. At 
24, he too has time for improvement. 
“He is a quality player with the 
capability to deliver end product,” 


MORE STOPPAGE TIME, 
MORE LATE GOALS 


Proportion of EFL goals scored after 
the 90th minute 


E 2022-23 El 2023-24 

" ; 5.596 

Championship mu—A 10.296 
5.896 
League One 7496 
6.496 

League Two 8.396 
All EFL 


Source: Transfermarkt 


Farke, who got his first league win 
since being appointed in the summer, 
said. "He is also a really good team- 
mate. We made sure that we got a 
really humble, hard-working 
character. He has got the full package 
in terms of personality, age, quality 
and goals.” 

If there are no significant sales 
before the transfer window closes on 
Friday, there should be more to come 
from the Leeds attack, which will be 
bolstered when the injured Daniel 
James and Crysencio Summerville 
return. The fourth goal hinted at how 
the individuals can work together. 
Jamie Shackleton advanced, Rutter 
and Piroe made decoy runs, and the 
ball was played to Sinisterra. The 
Colombian breezed past Brandon 
Williams and finished exquisitely. 

That made it 4-2 in the 75th 
minute, with Conor Chaplins very 
late consolation making the scoreline 
more reflective of a contest where 
Ipswich proved that their hitherto 
perfect record was no fluke. But 
Leeds5 unsettled yet sparkling 
wingers, transfer flop with a point to 
prove and proven Championship 
striker morphed into a foursome that 
was just too good. 


Carrick refuses to panic 


Middlesbroughs shocking drop in 
form, from last seasons fourth-placed 
finish in the Championship, has yet to 
cause the head coach Michael Carrick 
to panic. 

A 4-2 defeat away to West 
Bromwich Albion left his team with 
one point and three goals from their 
opening four matches. The form is a 
far cry from Middlesbroughs exploits 
under Carrick during the 2022-23 
campaign, when they took 58 points 
from 30 league games once he took 
over from Chris Wilder in October, 
before losing their play-off semi-final. 


Maresca top 
and on target 


Leicester City have certainly shown 
no signs of a relegation hangover, 
with Enzo Maresca’s team preserving 
their perfect start with a 2-1 win away 
to Rotherham United. 

"| expected to be where we are now 
but there are many things we need to 
do better," Maresca, the Leicester 
manager, said. ^We started less than 
two months ago. It's all new for them. 
We're where I expected us to be but 
you cannot control the results. We 
can control the way we perform." 


"I'm proud of the players, the way 
they finished the game,” the former 
England midfielder said. "They 
deserved something out of the game 
and the glass is definitely half full 
from my point of view." 

Jonny Howson, Middlesbrough's 
captain, echoed his head coach. “In 
life, sometimes, things don’t go right 
for you,” he said. “I’ve always said 
throughout my career that if you're 
giving it your all, which everyone is 
at the minute, things will turn 
around. Things can change quickly in 
this league.” 


THE SECRET TO SUCCESS? 


Oxford United, top of League One, 
have coerced their opponents into 
earning more yellow cards per game 
than any other EFL team have 
Oxford United 

44 


Norwich City 

um UEFA 
West Bromwich Albion 
es 3.8 
Bolton Wanderers 


Blackburn Rovers 


OEIL 3.5 


Source: Opta via FBref 


